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PROCEEDINGS 



LONDON MATHEMATICAL SOCIETY. 



VOL. XXIII. 



TWENTY-EIGHTH SESSION, 1891-92. 

November 12thy 1891. 

Annual General Meeting, held at 22 Albemarle Street, W. 

Prof. GREBNHILL, F.R.S., President, in the Chair. 

The President announced the recent decease of Mr. H. M. Jeffery, 
F.R.S., who was elected a member January 14th, 1875. 

The Treasurer (Mr. A. B. Kempe) read his Report. Its reception 
was moved by Mr. S. Roberts, seconded by Lt.-Col. Cunningtam, R.E., 
and carried unanimously. 

At the request of the Chairman, Mr. G. Heppel consented to act as- 
Auditor. 

From the Report of the Secretaries, it appeared that the number 
of the members during the Session had been 208, now reduced to 
200, by the deaths of four members, and retirement of four others. 
The number of compounders is 87. 

The Society had to regret the loss by death of Sir Robert Nicholas 
Fowler, Bart., M.P., who was elected a member March 19th, 1866 ; 
of Dr. John Casey, F.R.S., who was elected a member November 
12th, 1874; of Mr. Heary Martyn Jeffery, F.R.S., who was elected a 
member January 14th, 1875 ; and of Mr. W. J. Curran Sharp, wh 
wa^ elected a member December llth, 1879. 

VOL. XXIIL — NO. 430. B 
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The third presentation of the De Morgan Medal was made at the 
annual meeting, November 13th, 1890, to Lord Bayleigh. 

The foU^wixig coamnanications had been made or received : — 

The Presidential Address : On the Influenoe of Applied on the Progress of Piix« 

Mathematics : Mr. J. J. Walker* 
Proofs of Steiner's Theorems relating to Circumscribed and Inscribed Conies : 

Prof. (*. B. Mathews. 
On an Algebraical Integral of Two Differential Equations : Mr. K. A. Boberts. 
Some Theorems in Elementary Geometry : Mr. Oscher Ber. 
On the Analytical Bepresentation of Heptagrams : Mr. L. J. Rogers. 
On the Stability of a Plane Plate under Thrusts in its own Plane, with applica- 
tions to the " Buckling " of the Sides of a Ship : Mr. G. H. Bryan. 
On the Application to Matrices of any Order of the Quaternion Symbols 8 and F: 

Dr. Henry Taber. 
On the Reversion of Partial Differential Expressions with two Independent and 

two Dependent Variables : Mr. E. B. Elliott. 
On Newton's Classification of Cubic Curves : Mr. W. W. Rouse Ball. 
On the ^-series derived from the Elliptic and Zeta Punctions of ^Kand^S^ 

Dr. J. W. L. Glaisher. 
On a certain Class of Plane Quartics : Prof. G. B. Mathews. 
Two Notes on Isoscelians : Mr. R. Tucker. 

The Equation of the Bitangential of the Quintic : Mr. W. E. Heal. 
The Oscillations of a Spheroid in a Viscous Liquid : Mr. J. Buchanan. 
On Node- and Cusp-Loci, which are also Envelopes : Prof. M. J. M. Hill. 
On the Partitions of a Polygon : Prof. Cayley. 

Wave-Motion in a Hetereogeneous Heavy Fluid : Mr. A. E. H. Love. 
On the Disturbance produced by an Element of a Plane Wave of Sonnd or 

Light : Mr. A. B. Basset. 
Yoke-Chains and Multipartite Compositions in connexion with the Analytical 

Forms called ** Trees " : Major P. A. MacMahon. 
On Functions determined from their Discontinuities, and a certain Form of 

Boundary Condition : Prof. W. Bumside. 
Relations between the Divisors of the First n Numbers : Dr. J. W. L. Glaisher. 
On a certain Riemann's Surface : Prof. W. Bumside. 
Quartic Equations interpreted by the Parabola: Mr. G. Heppel. 
Systems of Spherical Harmonics : Mr. E. W» Hobson. 
On certain Properties of Synmietric, Skew Symmetric, and Orthogonal 

Matrices : Dr. H. Taber. 
An application of the Method of Images to the Conduction of Heat : Mr. G. H. 

Bryan. 
A Property of the Circum- Circle : Mr. R. Tucker. 
Spherical Harmonics of Fractional Order : Mr. R. A. Sampson. 
Steiner's Poristic Systems of Spheres: Prof. G. B. Mathews. 
Geometrical Metamorphoses by Partition and Transformation : Mr. H. Perigal. 
Some Theorems concerning Groups of Totitives of n: Prof. H. W. Lloyd 

Tanner. 
Compounded Solutions in the Calculus of Variations : Mr. E. P. CulverwelL 
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1691*] Awrmal Oeneral Meeting. 8 

The paper on " Stability of Orbits " by Prof. Greenbill (read May 
10th, 1888) was received during the Session, and has been printed 
in the Proceedings (Vol. xxii., pp. 264-305). 

The same Journals had been snbscribed for' and the same exchanges 
made as in the preceding Session. 

The meeting next proceeded to the election of the new Council. 
The scrutators (Professor W. H. H. Hudson and Mr, R. A. Sampson) 
having examined the balloting lists, declared the following gentlemen 
duly elected : — 

President, Professor Greenhill, F.R.S. ; Vice-Presidents, Dr. J. 
Lajmor, Major MacMahon, R.A., F.R.S., Mr. J. J. Walker, F.R.S. ; 
Treasurer, Mr. A. B. Kempe, F.R.S. ; Secretaries, Messrs. M. Jenkins 
and R. Tucker. Other Members: Messrs. A. B. Basset, F.R.S., 
B. B. Elliott, F.R.8., Dr. Forsyth, F.R.S., Dr. Glaisher, F.R.S., 
Mr. J. Hammond, Dr. M. J. M. Hill, Messrs. C. Leudesdorf, A. E. H. 
Love and S. Roberts, F.R.S. 

The Chairman announced that Mr. Sampson had kindly drawn up 
a Catalogue of the Books in the Library. A vote of thanks to Mr. 
Sampson was unanimously carried by acclamation. 
The following communications were made : — 

On Selective and Metallic Reflection : Mr. Basset. 
The Contacts of Systems of Circles: Mr. A. Larmor. (Com- 
municated by Dr. J. Larmor.) 
On a Class of Automorphic Functions : Professor W. Burnside. 

(Communicated by the President.) 
N'ote on the Identity 4 (a;''-l)/(a5-l) = Y^ zhpZ^ : Professor G. 

B. Mathews. (Communicated by the President.) 
On the Classiflcation of Binodal Quartic Curves : The late Mr. 

H. M. Jeffery. 
!Note on finding the G points of a given Circle with respect to a 

given Triangle of reference : Mr. J. Griffiths. 
Researches in the Calculus of Variations — (1) Discriminating 
Conditions in Isoperimetrical Problems : Mr. E. P. Culverwell. 
Note on Clifford's paper " On Syzygetic Relations among the 
powers of Linear Quartics " : Professor Cayley. (The last 
four papers were communicated by Mr. Tucker.)* 

* Mr. Basset suggested that authors should furnish abstracts of their papers suit- 
able for publication in Nature. These abstracts, he believed, would materially 
Increase the interest which the outside public, as well as the members of the Society, 
take in the printed record of Froeeedings^ and so would advance the interests of the 
Society. The meeting expressed their concurrence with his remarks. (Cf. a wis' 
expressed by Professor Sylvester at the Society's meeting, February 10th, 1887.) 

b2 
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4 Mr. A. B. Basset on [Nov. 12, 

The following presents were received :■ — 

" Educational Times " for November. 

** Mathematics from the < Educational Times,' " Vol. ly. 

"Proceedings of the Cambridge Philosophical Society," Vol. vii., Part iv., and 
Address by J. W. Clark. 

"Proceedings of the Royal Irish Academy," Vol. ii., No. 1, August, 1891. 

" Annual Report of the Library Syndicate, Cambridge," 1890. 

" Great Trigonometrical Survey of India," Vol. xiv. ; Dehra Dun. 

* * Papers read before the Mathematical and Physical Society of Toronto University 
during the year 1890-91 ; " 8vo, Toronto, 1891. 

" Bulletin des Sciences Mathematiques," Tome xv., September and October, 
1891. 

" Beiblatter zu den Annalen der Physik und Chemie," Band xv.. Stuck 9. 

" Bollettino deUe Pubblicazioni Italiane ricevute per Diritto di Stampa ; " Num. 
139 and 140. 

^* Atti della Keale Accademia dei Lincei," Bendiconti ; Vol. vii., Ease. 6 and 7. 

" Jomal de Sciencias Mathematicas e Astronomicas," Vol. x.. No. 3; Coimbra, 
1891. 



On Selective and Metallic Reflection. By A. B. Basset, M.A., 
F.E.S. Eeceived October Sth, 1891. Read November 12tli, 
1891. 

1. It is well known that most transparent substances, which 
exhibit anomalous dispersion, exercise a strong selective absorption,* 
and at the same time strongly reflect rays of the same periods as 
those which they absorb. Thus in fuchsine, the order of colours in 
the spectrum is F, G, H ; then there is an absorption band, and then 
follow the lines J., B, G, D. ' The experimental laws relating to sub- 
stances of this class may be summed up as follows : — 

(i.) The rays which are most strongly absorbed when light is 
transmitted through the substance, are most strongly reflected. 

(ii.) When the incident light is plane polarized, and the plane 
of polarization is neither parallel nor perpendicular to the 



* Kundt, Fogg. Ann.y Vols, cxlii., p. 163 ; cxliii., pp. 149, 269 : cxliv., p. 128 ; 
cxLV., p. 164. 
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1891.] Selective and Metallic Reflection. 5 

plane of incidence, light of the same periods, as those which are 
absorbed, is ellipticallj polarized by reflection. 

(iii.) When sunlight is reflected, the colour of the reflected 
light depends upon the angle of incidence, and the azimuth of 
the plane of polarization of the incident light. 

The phenomena of anomalous dispersion, selective reflection, and 
the like, have formed the subject of numerous theoretical investiga- 
tions by German mathematicians. It is not mj intention, in the 
present paper, to propose any new theory upon the subject, but to 
discuss and extend the theory of von Helmholtz.* 

2. The theory of von Helmholtz is an elastic solid theory, which is 
based upon certain assumptions respecting the mutual action of ether 
and matter, and may be regarded as depending upon the following 
three hypotheses. 

Let ii, V, w be the component displacements of the ether, u^, Vj, w^ 
of the matter. Since we suppose that the ether in vacuo, is a medium 
whose motion is governed by the same equations as those of an elastic 
solid, the potential energy W^ of the ether will be given by the 
nsual expression 

When ethereal waves pass through a material substance, the mole- 
cules of the matter will be displaced, and the matter will acquire poten- 
tial energy. The proper form of the mathematical expression for this 
potential energy is a question of speculation, and the first hypothesis 
is, that the molecular forces are proportional to the displacements of 
the matter ; consequently the potential energy W^ of the matter will 
be of the form 

TF,== H2l«! + ®t;"+gM;' + 25l't;iM;i+2»'tirit*i+2SVi) (2), 

-where 51, SB, ... are constants. 

This hypothesis supposes, that the mutual reaction of matter upon 
matter is altogether different, from that which is taken into con- 
sideration in the ordinary theory of elasticity. We must therefore 
assume, that the molecular forces called into action during the passage 
of ethereal waves, are of a different character from those which are 
called into existence by ordinary stresses. 

♦ Wissm. Abhand,, Vol. ii., p. 213. 
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6 Mr. A. B. Basset on [Nov. 12, 

The second hypothesis is, that the potential energy of the system 
contains a term, which depends npon the relative displacements of 
ether and matter. This portion of the potential energy, which we 
shall denote by TT,, represents the mntaal action of ether npon 
matter ; and if we suppose that the corresponding forces are linear 
f anctions of the relative displacements, TT, will be of the form 

-f 2^'(t;-t;i)(w— Wi)-l-25' (w—wO(u—u^) 

+ 2(7 (u-u,Kv-v,)} (3). 

The potential energy W of the system accordingly consists of 
three parts, and therefore 

W=: TTi+TFj+TT, (4). 

If 2\, Po be the kinetic energy and density of the ether, and 
T„ pi of the matter, 

., ., ., ( (5). 

The third hypothesis is, that the kinetic energy of the system con- 
tains a term, due to the mutual action of ether upon matter, whose 
effect is to cause the ether to behave as if its density were sBolotropic. 
This is the hypothesis introduced by Bankine and Lord Bayleigh;* 
and by employing Sir W. Thomson's subsidiary hypothesis,t that 
the ether behaves like an elastic solid, whose resistance to com- 
pression is a negative quantity, whose numerical value is slightly less 
than four-thirds of its rigidity, we can deduce Fresnel's formulas for 
the intensity of light reflected at the surface of a transparent isotropic 
medium, and also obtain a satisfactory theory of double re&action.t 
Accordingly, if T, denote this term, 

Ti = i (Pu+Qv*+Bw+2P'vw+2Qwu-\-2Buv) (6). 

It thus appears that we have introduced eighteen additional con- 
stants into our equations. We may, however, get rid of three of them 
by a proper choice of axes, leaving fifteen, which ought to be sufficient 
to construct a theory capable of explaining most optical phenomena. 



* Hon. J. W. Strutt, Phil Mag,, June, 1871. 
t TUl, Mag,, (6) Vol. xxvi., p. 414. 
X Glazebrook, xhid,, p. 621. 
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1891.] Selective and Metallic Reflection. 7 

li we suppose the axes chosen so as to get rid of the prodoot terms 
in T„ and write T{ = Tj-I-T,, we may put 

sinoe Pq may be supposed to be merged in P, Q, B. 

3. The equations of motion of the system may now he dednoad by 
the Principle of Least Action, viz., 

{{{U(Ti + T,'^W,-W^-W^)dxdydzdt = 0, 

and will be found to be 

with two similar equations, and 

„.^ = _^_^ (8), 

with two similar equations. 
We shall now confine onr attention to isotropic media. In this case 
P=Q = B = p, 

A = B = = a\ A'=:B'=Cr = 0, 
9l = a5 = S = |3«, r=SB'=S' = 0, 

and the equations of motion accordingly become 

P -^ = m— +nV*u-a* (u-u^) (9), 

Pi^ = «*(«-«.)-/3'«x (10). 

with two similar equations. 

4 Yon Helmholtz has introduced a viscous term into the equations 
of motion of the matter, which has been objected to by Sir W. 
Thomson.* I think, however, that this term may be justified on 
two independent grounds. It is an experimental fact, that when 
vibrations are excited in any material substance, the vibrations are 

* Lectures on Molecular Di/namies, p. 149. 
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8 Mr. A. B. Basset on [Nov. 12, 

gradually damped by internal friction, and the motion ultimately 
dies away. This state of things may be represented mathematically 
by the introduction of a viscous term into the equations of motion of 
the matter. If, however, we do not wish to introduce the hypothesis 
of internal friction into our equations, the viscous term may still be 
accounted for. When a molecule of matter is thrown into vibration 
by ethereal waves, the physical characteristics of the motion will be 
much the same as the motion of a sphere attached to a spring and 
vibrating in air under the influence of impinging waves of sound ;* 
consequently the vibrations of the molecules will generate secondary 
waves in the ether, which will travel away into space, carrying with 
them the energy which is communicated by the impinging waves, 
and the equations of motion of the matter will therefore contain a 
viscous term. In the place of (10), we shall therefore assume that 
the equations of motion of the matter are of the form 

Pi^+2A^=«'(«-«,)-/3'tH (11). 



5. Let us now consider the propagation of waves of light, which 
are iravelling through the medium in the positive direction of the 
axis of z, and let the displacement be parallel to the axis of x. 

Equation (9) now becomes 

d^U CPu , 2 / N /I o\ 

P ^ = w ^ +a' K-«*) ...(12). 

Equations (11) and (12) are the same as those upon which von 
Helmholtz bases his theory of anomalous dispersion, but I wish to 
conduct the integration in a different manner, in order to bring in the 
free period of the matter vibrations. 

Assume -m = ^c "«•+*••/'•• ^'Z^-'), 

then (12) and (11) become 

{^+«(2-^)-'}^ = -'A (13). 

^-;8»-a'+ ^i^l A^ = -aM (14). 



{ 



t' 



* Lord Rayleigh, Theori/ of Sound, Vol. ii., § 334 ; Basset, Froc, Lond. Math, 
Soe,, Vol. XXII., pp. 328, 329. 
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The free period k of the matter yibratioiis is obtained bj patting 
•a = in (11), and is determined by the equation . 

(14a); 



(16). 





j3' = 

s 


^4^P. 


Pi 






become 






A_ 






a» 






A 


4»V,(r- 


'-0 


-a^- 


hyp,+4^.7rh/r 



• From- the problem of the sphere vibrating in air, we infer that the 
amplitudes of the vibrations of the molecules of matter are very much 
smaller than those of the ether ; accordingly, a' must be very small 
compared with pi, the density of the matter. If, however, 



^=4+ 



a 



7^ 1^ 4irVi' 

in which case the period of the waves would be sensibly equal to 
that of the matter, A^ would be infinite in the absence of friction. 
This conclusion is contradicted by experience, and necessitates the 
introduction of the viscous term. 

Let D denote the real part of the denominator of (15) ; then, if we 
eliminate Jl, A^ from (13) and (14), and equate the real and 
imaginary parts, we shall obtain 

• (^+V-^-')l>+^ = a« (16). 

{^ +«3»-^ -a^) h-^f = (17), 

Now q is the coefficient of absorption of the medium ; and, since the 
absorption is very slight in most transparent media, it follows that 
q, and therefore h, are very small. 

Let P denote the coefficient of h in (17) ; then, eliminating h be- 
tween (16) and (17), we obtain 

the positive sign being taken, because P = a^/D when g = 0. 
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10 Mr. A. B. Basset on [No7. 12, 

Expanding the quantity under the radical, -we obtain 

p _ a* 16t'»VJ? .,„. 

Let fA be tiie index of refractioa ; then n/V^ = Po/x', where p^ is the 
density of the ether in yacuo ; whence (18) becames 

'^ r a*/ Ip. ^r^P, 4r'p,L ^4,r*p,(r-'-0-a»-AVpJ) 

(19). 

If we suppose that the absorbing power of the medium is so small 
that q and h may be neglected, we obtain the more simple formula 

but it is worthy of note that, even when q and h are not neglected, it 
is possible for fj? to become a negative quantity. 

6. From (20) we obtain 

V _ a»{(^^r')HaVrV47r^pa > 
d (O 47rVo {ic"- r^ - aVr^/47r^f>i) 

which shows that dy^ldr^ is a negative quantity; accordingly fM 
decreases as r increases. 

Since p is the density of the ether when loaded with matter, 
p>Po; hence, when r = 0, /l4>1. Asr increases, /li* diminishes to 
unity, it then becomes less than unity, and then vanishes and changes 
sign. At this point an absorption band commences, and continues 
until r* = K^ (l-|-a747rpi)-2, when ;i* = — oo . As soon as r exceeds 
this critical value (which is nearly equal to the free period of the 
matter vibrations), /n* becomes a large positive quantity ; and as r 
continues to increase, /li^ proceeds to diminish, and again vanishes 
and changes sign, after which it always remains negative. 

Equation (20) accordingly represents a substance, which is abso- 
lutely opaque to all waves whose periods exceed a certain value r^ ; it 
is transparent to waves whose periods lie between r^ and a quantity 
which is very nearly equal to k, the free period of the matter ; it is 
opaque to waves whose periods lie between *: and a quantity r„ which 

? less than k and which corresponds to /li = ; and transparent to 

raves whose periods are less than r,. 
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1891.] Selective and Metallic Beflection. 11 

The dispersion aboye and below the absorption band, which lies 
between k and r,, is anomalous, since the value of /if, when r is slightly 
greater than k, is greater than when r is slightly less than r,. If we 
snppose that k corresponds to the line D, whilst r, corresponds to F, 
there will be an absorption band in the green, and the order of 
colours in the visible portion of the spectrum will be blue, indigo, 
▼iolet, then an absorption band in the green, followed by red, orange, 
yellow. 

7. We mnst now consider the reflection of light at the surface of 
a medium which exhibits anomalous dispersion, and we shall suppose 
that the absorption band lies between D and F, 

In forming the equations of motion by means of the Principle of 
Least Action, we see that there are no surface integral terms which 
arise from TT, and TF", ; it therefore follows, that the boundary condi- 
tions at the surface of separation of two different media, are un affected 
by the presence of the terms depending on the action of the matter. 
These conditions will therefore he, continuity of the displacements 
and stresses arising from the action of the ether. With regard to 
the physical properties of the ether, I shall provisionally adopt the 
hypothesis of Sir W, Thomson, that the latter is to be treated as an 
elastic medium, whose resistance to compression is a negative quantity, 
whose numerical value is slightly less than four- thirds of the rigidity. 

Under these circumstances, the intensities of the reflected and re- 
fracted light are given by Fresners formulas ; and so long as /li > 1 the 
reflection takes place in the same manner as from glass. If, how- 
ever, the incident light is white, and k lies within the visible portion 
of the spectrum, say between JD and F, it follows that for certain rays 
of the spectrum ^ < 1, in which case there will be a critical angle. 
Hence those rays for which /a < sin ^, will be totally reflected with a 
change of phase; and, since the change of phase is different, according^ 
as the incident light is polarized in or perpendicularly to the plane of 
incidence, it follows that, when the plane of polarization is neither 
parallel nor perpendicular to the plane of incidence, the reflected 
light will be elliptically polarized. 

If e, ei be the changes of phase, when /lc< 1, corresponding to light 
polarized in and perpendicularly to the plane of incidence, 



tan-— = (tan'*!— /Li^sec^i)* 

A 

tan ^^ = fji'^ (tan'* i—fx^ sec* i)* ' 

A 



.(21). 
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12 Mp. a. B, Basset on [Nov. 12, 

There will also be another set of I'ays, for which fi* is a negative 
quantity, and we shall now show that these rays will also be totally 
reflected with a change of phase. 

Let /i' = — F* ; then 

sin i = IV sin r, cos r = v'^ (v*+ sin' t)*. 

Now, if A' be the amplitude of the reflected light, when the inoi- 
•dent light is polarized in the plane of incidence, 

J/_ sin (i—r) 
A sin(i-f-0 

_ COB t — t (y* -f sin' %) * 
cos i + 1 ( V* -I- sin' t)* 

where tanir//\ = (i/'-|-sin't)*/cos t (22), 

n^hich shows that the reflection is total, and is accompanied by a 
-change of phase whose value is determined by (22). 

When the light is polarized perpendicularly to the plane of 
incidence, 

■B^ _ tan (t-r) 

B tan(i-l-r) 

where tan ^ = f^^±51^* (23), 

X ir cos 1 

which shows that the reflection is total and is accompanied by a 
change of phase. 

From (22) and (23) we see, that the change of phase is different 
according as the incident light is polarized in or perpendicularly to 
the plane of incidence ; whence in this case also it follows, that the 
reflected light is elliptically polarized. 

8. We must now enquire how far these results will explain the 
selective reflection which is produced by substances which exhibit 
anomalous dispersion. 

We shall suppose that there is a single absorption band, which 

begins at 2)', corresponding to ft' = — oo , r = ic, and ends at F, corre- 

"^ding to A* = 0, t ^=t^\ hence the substance will be opaque to 
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1891.] Selective and Metallic Reflection. IS 

light whose periods lie between these limits, and will totally reflect 
it. Let r, be a quantity less than r„ and such that the corresponding 
Talue of IX is equal to sin i, where % is the angle of incidence. Then 
all the rays whose periods lie between t^ and r, will be totally 
reflected with k change of phase ; whilst light whose periods are less 
than r„ or which lie between r, and jc, will be reflected in the ordinary 
manner. If, therefore, sunlight be incident upon the substance, the 
rays which lie between B and a line a little beyond F^ will be 
brilliantly reflected, and the reflected light will be of a greenish tint. 
The transmitted light, on the other hand, will be of a reddish blue 
colour, owing to the absence of the green rays. 

9. Let us next suppose, that the reflected light is passed through 
a Nicol's prism, whose principal section is parallel to the plane of 
incidence ; then the component vibrations perpendicalar to the plane 
of incidence cannot get through the Nicol, and we have therefore 
only to deal with the vibrations in the plane of incidence. 

^ow, if the angle of incidence is equal to the polarizing angle of 
any of the rays which are reflected in the ordinary manner, these 
rays will be absent ; and consequently the colour of the reflected 
light, when viewed through the Nicol, will be different from what it 
is when viewed by the naked eye. If, for example, the absorption 
band commenced a little above D and ended at F, the reflected light 
would be green ; but if the angle of incidence is equal to the 
polarizing angle of the D rays, these rays will be extinguished by 
the Nicol, and the reflected light will appear to be of a peacock blue, 
owing to the absence of yellow rays. 

The results of the last two sections, explain the selective reflection 
produced by f uchsine. 

Metallic JReflection. 

10. We shall now enquire how far von Helmholtz' theory is capable 
of explaining metallic reflection. 

Let the metallic reflector be in contact with a transparent medium 
such as air ; let the axis of x be normal to the reflecting surface, and 
let the axis of z be parallel to the traces of the waves. Then the 
incident, reflected, and refracted waves may be written 

J^ ^2tirirr . {Ix ^my - rt) 
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iwrhere Z = — T = — oos *, li ss ^ cos r, 

m = sin t, m| s= sin r. 

Since the coefficients of y must be the same in all three waves, we 
obtain 

sin % V /Qji V 

^^ = -^;»,Bay (24). 

If the medium were transparent, V^ would be a real quantity, and 
would represent the velocity of propagation, and fi would be the 
index of refraction ; but, since there is no regularly refracted wave 
when the second medium is a metal, Vi cannot be a real quantity. 
We must therefore assume that Vi is a complex quantity, in which 
case r and fi will also be complex. 

For these reasons it is often said that the index of refraction of 
metals is a complex quantity. The expression is not, however, very 
happily chosen, since there is no such thing as an index of refraction 
in the case of metals. If, however, we regard the index of refraction 
for metals as a convenient name for the mathematical quantity which 
is defined by (24), -there will be no danger of any ambiguity. 

When the incidence is normal, we shall have Z = Z^ = — 1 ; if 
therefore we put* 

we shall have V^ = VB-^ e"**, 

and the refracted wave becomes 

^icxp j -— -a5COs^ f — cos^+n p 

the real part of which (supposing that A^ is real) is 

j^^^in^BiVr)*^, cos ^ (Bx cos 0-1- FO, 
Vt 

corresponding to the incident wave 

A cos ^ (aj-f Vt). 
Vt 

Since x is negative in the second medium, it follows that must 
be positive ; and therefore /ii is a complex quantity, whose imaginary 
part is positive. 

* is the quantity which Lord Bayleigh has denoted by ^a. 
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1891.] Selective and MetalUe Bejlection. 15 

Hence may have any yalne lying between and v ; and, since 
/i' = S^ (cos 26 +i sin 28), 
it follows that the real part of /x' may be either positive or negative. 

11. Ganchy's formnlsB for metallic reflection may be obtained by 
eliminating' r from Fresners formnls by means of (24), and then 
transforming them by assuming that fc is a complex quantity.* This 
inuisformation introduces two new quantities B and 0, which can be 
determined by experiment. Now the experiments of Jamin,t and 
the calculations of Eisenlohr, both show that for a variety of metals 
$>^9 and consequently, for such metals, the real part of jn^ must be 
« negative quantity. Lord Bayleigh, on the other hand, has shown, 
that if we attempt to account for metallic reflection on the elastic 
solid theory,:]: by assuming that the efEect of metallic reflection 
depends npon the existence of a viscous term ; or upon the electro- 
magnetic theory,§ by taking into account the conductivity ; physical 
considerations require that the real part of fi^ should be positive. We 
are therefore unable to explain metallic reflection on either of these 
theoHes. 

The only other course open to us is to construct some theory, based 
npon the mutual reaction of ether and 'matter, which will furnish an 
expression for /i^, which is a complex quantity whose real part is 
negative ; and we shall now show that von Helmholtz' theory leads to 
such an expression. 

We shall still continue to suppose that the wave is propagated in 
the negative direction of the axis of x, and that the direction of vibra- 
tion is parallel to z, in which case the equations of motion are 

- , \ (25). 

We shall And it convenient to integrate these equations in a some- 
what different manner, and shall put 

i (26); 

» Eisenlohr, Fogg, Ann. yYol. civ., p. 368. 

t Ann. de Chimie et de Fhysiqtie, Vol. xix., p. 296. 

t FhiL Mag., May, 1872. 

I Ibid.^ AuguBt, 1881. 
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also ^, tlie pseado-index of refraction, will be defined by the equation 

^ = U/V= n^Vpl (27), 

where U or (n/p^)^ is the velocity of light in vacao. Substituting from 
(26) in (25), and taking account of (14a), we obtain 

Let D = 4,Pp,(^_^)_a»--^ (29); 

then, eliminating A and Ai from (28), we obtain 



.> = -£-- 



aV 






p, 4ir*pj \ D+4iiwh/T 

Po 47rVoV l>^+16ir»AVr»>/ ^^""^^ 

In order to apply this result to metallic reflection, we shall suppose 
that fe is a small quantity, whose square may be neglected ; under 
which circumstances, the real part of /x' becomes equal to 



A^p, I ^"^^ttVi {,^^^)-^a'Kh' ) ; ^^^^' 



From (20) we see that this expression is of the same form as the 
square of the refractive index of a substance, which produces 
anomalous dispersion, and has a single absorption band ; and it may 
be negative in two distinct ways. 

In the first place, if r, be the least value of r which makes (31) 
vanish, and / the value of r which makes the denominator of the 
third term of (31) zero, the real part of ft' will be negative for all 
values of r lying between r^ and r'. In the second place, there is 
another value r^ of r, which is greater than r', which makes (31) 
vanish ; and for all values of r which are greater than r^, (31) is 
negative. We may therefore account for metallic reflection in two 
ways. In the first place, we may suppose that the period of the free 
vibrations of the matter is such that throughout the luminous 
portion of the spectrum, and some distance on either side beyond it, 
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r lies between r, and t ; or, in the second place, we may suppose that 
ihronghont this range r>r^. Now, metals reflect rays of dark heat 
in mnch the same way as they reflect light;* accordingly, if we 
adopted the flrst hypothesis, it would be necessary to suppose that k, 
the free period of the matter vibrations, lies below the infra-red 
portion of the spectrum ; moreover, under these circumstances, metals 
wonld be transparent to waves whose periods are greater than k. If, 
on the other hand, we adopted the second hypothesis, it wonld be 
necessary to suppose that k corresponds to a point in or above the 
nltra- violet portion of the spectrum ; in which case metals would be 
transparent to waves of very short period. It is, however, necessary 
to point out, that the theory which has been developed, only applies 
to a medium having a single absorption band ; whereas there is no 
a priori reason why metals should not have several. A theory such 
as von Helmholtz' could be developed, so as to apply to a medium 
having a number of absorption bands ; and there can be little doubt 
that the real part of fi^ would be given by an expression of much 
the same form as that furnished by Sir W. Thomson's molecular 
theory. 

12. The present theory, being an elastic solid theory, does not 
enable us to explain the experiments of Kerrf on reflection from a 
magnetized iron reflector, or those of Kundt^ on the transmission of 
light through thin metallic films which are normally magnetized. 
In order to do this, it would first be necessary to construct an electro- 
magnetic theory of metallic reflection, by assuming that the energy of 
the system contains a term in which the quantities by which the 
motion of the matter is specified, enter into combination with electro- 
magnetic quantities. A theory of this kind ought to lead to Cauchy's 
formulsB for metallic reflection, or formulsB of a very similar character ; 
and, as soon as this has been done, an attempt might be made to 
explain the experiments of Kerr and Kundt by means of Hall's 
effect. It is by no means improbable that, when magnetic force acts 
upon a medium, such as iron, which is strongly susceptible to mag- 
netic influence, the periods of the free vibrations of the matter may 



• Magnus, Poffg, Ann., Vol. cxxxix. 
t FhiL Mag,, May, 1877, and March, 1878. 

X Berlin Sitzunffsberiehte, June 10th, 1884 ; translated Fhih Mag. (5), Vol. xvin., 
p. 308. 

VOL. xxm. — ^NO. 431. c 
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18 Mr. Henry M. Jeffery on the [Nov. 12, 

be altered, and may nnder these circamstances contain a term 
depending on the magnetic force. 

[February 3rc?, 1892. 

Since this paper was read, a paper has been commnnicated to the 
Society by Mr. Larmor, on " Gyrostatically Loaded Media," which 
suggests a theory which might possibly explain Kerr's experi- 
ments.] 



On the Classification of Binodal Quartic Curves. By HfiNBY 
M. Jeffery, F.R.S. Received June 18th, 1891. Bead 
November 12th, 1891.* 

1. The general form of their equation, if the nodes are real, is 

u' i^+vyl) ^afy' + u' (fi^+^gxy + hy") (A). 

The line u (=cx-\-dy — l) connects the nodes, at which the pairs of 
tangents are af-\-hv?^ y' +/«*', and may be real, coincident, or 
imaginary. Six cases occur, according as fe, / are negative, zero, or 
positive. It is proposed to examine all possible forms of (A), which 
can arise from variations of the parameters £, 17. They are classified 
with reference (1) to their critical values, which yield a third double 
point, and (2) to those values of 5, 17, which correspond to points of 
undulation or folium-points. 

2. Binodal quartics may be bipartite or unipartite, and have a 
maximum number of four inflexions. 

A very instructive figure of a trinodal quartic is drawn by Pliicker, 
and reproduced by Dr. Salyion with comments (Higher Plane Curves^ 
p. 212). The two companion-figures are also drawn, the one uni- 
partite and external, and the other quadripartite and internal, for 
small variations of a given parameter. Two real inflexions are seen 
in the trinodal, eight in each of the non-singular, quartics. When- 
ever two branches unite to form a node, two inflexions are lost, even 
if one remains at the node, as is the case when three inflexions pre- 
existed. Hence it follows that a binodal quartic has at most four 
inflexions. 

* This paper, which has not been revised by the Author, is edited by the Secretaries. 
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1891.] Classification of Binodal QiLartic Curves. 19 

Zenthen based his conclnsions, respecting the maximum number of 
eight inflexions, on Pliicker's general form of a quartic curye, 

acyzu+K^'^ = 0, 

in which (x, y, z, u) denote bitangents (of the first species), whose 
points of contact lie on the same conic (0). If the quartic be non- 
singular, each such bitangent touches a folium, or indentation in the 
curve circuit, characterized by two inflexions ; moreover, two points 
of contact may unite, and become folium -points, or points of undula- 
tion. 

The reader is also referred to a series of bicrunodal quartics, with 
their companion-curves, which illustrates the nodal forms, the four 
inflexions, and the conic complex of the quartic 

(Higher Plane Curves, p. 43). 

3. The critical values will be first considered. 
For a third singularity, 

if denote the qoartio system (A). 

my- j-caryi KJ^tgy) ^Kj^ite'gxy-tny-) 

(B), 



-l=^a^y>+^(Jaf+2gxy + hy') (0). 

By the aid of (C), the parameters may be written 



.(B). 



2 2 

V = -jix?y+d^— (gx+hy) 

Every point in (C) is a singular point in some curve in the (A) 
system, whose parameters are these functions of its coordinates : 
this subsidiary curve (C) is the locus of nodes in (A). 

The curve (B) may be considered as the envelop of the sat( 
line ({, 17), when aj, y are eliminated from (C) and (B). Thf 

c 2 
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20 Mr. Henry M. Jeffery on the [Nov. 12, 

(B), when drawn, not only exhibits critical values, bnt discriminates 
other values of £, 17 in their vicinity, which indicate either separate 
branches in the companion -curves (A), or the same circuits with 
inflexions. See below, §§45, 47, for illustrations of its use in a 
bicuspidal system. The satellite-line of u, viz., {aj + iyy — 1, has 
geometrical significance in bicuspidal quartics (A), when / = ^ = 0. 

4. A second subsidiary curve (D) is necessary to discriminate the 
points in (C) which denote crunodes, cusps, and acnodes in (^), the 
(A) system. (D) is the function 

\dxdyl da? ' dy^' 
By differentiating twice, 

£?0 2y' 12 ,^ 12 J , , , 2/ 4c ,. ^ x 



da? 



'\'^(?(fa?-^2gxy + hy'), 



d?<ii 2a? 12 , 8 . 12 ^ , 3 , 2^ M , . , . 



u 

3-3- = -j^y ^ (cx-^-dy)-^ —rcdafy^ 

dxdy vT «* ^ ^' u^ ^ 

When these values are substituted in (D), and reductions are made 
(most conveniently by separating the terms involving /, gf, A), this 
function takes the simple form 

(g'-fh)u'+Sa?i/'--u'(Ja?-~4gxy+hf) (D). 

Critical values in (A) will indicate crunodes, cusps, or acnodes, 
according as the function (D) >, ^, <, 0. 

6. Accordingly, in this investigation, the subsidiary quartics (C) 
and (D) are drawn so that, when they intersect each other, cusps 
are determined in (A), and acnodes and crunodes in points on (C) 
inside and outside the intersections respectively. Since (0) and (D) 
are also generally binodal — possessing generally the same nodes as 
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(A), but of opposite species — they intersect in eight points besides 
the common nodes, and consequently there may be eight cusps in the 
(A) system for the same constants /, g^ h, 

6. If the curves (G) and (D) toaoh each other, the four points of 
quadruple contact are indicated by parameters £, 17, which resolve 
four binodal quartics (A) into nodal cubics and straight lines. 

In such a complex the linear factor represents a tangent at the 
missing node, and touches the cabic in the given point of contact. 
Since this contact is imaginary when the (A) system is acnodal, 
write the subsidiary curves with the coefficients /, h negative. 

u'+Sa^y'^u' (fx'+2gxy + hy') = .....(C), 

(flf'-/^)«*+3aj«y»+«»(/aj'-4(7«y+V) = (D). 

By addition, two conies are seen to pass through their eight inter- 
sections (apart from the eight intersections of the two nodes) 

«* (l+flr'—/fe) — 6flf«'ajy+ 635*2/* = ^• 

These coincide in pairs, if gf* = 2—2/%, when gu* = 2xy, 

By subtraction, (1 +fh) «'-2 (fx? + hf) = 0, 

or {2fx-gy){2hy^gx) = 0, 

-which denote two radii vectores through the four points of contact. 
The curves (G) and (D) may now be written, so as to exhibit quad- 
ruple contact, 

(gu''-2xyX2u'-3gxy)+u' (2fx-^gy)(2hy-gx) = (C). 

igv*-2xy)l(Sg''-2)u'-Sgxy]^u'(2fx^gy)(2hy--gx)=0 (D). 

For the first pair of points of contact ( — = ^ = ^ )> ^^^ parameters 
<by§3),are ^^ ^^ ^J^' 

{ = o-2a^, , = d-Jf (l+ZA). 
Tlie. corresponding qnartic in (A) is the complex 

«' [«'- yf «y (1+/A) + v] -a*?*'* (/»«-y) +*' (/«-y') = O- 

The line (/*» = 9) meets the nodal oabic 

«» (-^ -Ay) ~2j/«»<B+ie» (/««+y) = 
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in the site of the node (y =s 0, u = 0), and tonohes it in the above* 
named point of contact of (0) and (D). 

For the second pair of points of contact of (0) and (D) 



\2h a 2h^l ' 



9 
the corresponding complex is 

(Wt^-a?) [«« (-^ ->) - 2gu^yW (^*«+«)] = 0. 

The line meets and touches this nodal cubic, similarly to the former. 
There are four such complexes found by giving both signs to /*, Ji^, 

OoB. — If /, h are both or singly negative, the linear factors are 
imaginary, and no complexes occur. 

7. If the subsidiary curves (0) and (D) have double contact of the 
third order, the radii vectores through their points of contact 
coincide. 

When this occurs, gi* = |. = 4/fe. 

With these values, (0) and (D) may be written, to show double con- 
tact at the pair of points (/*» = h^y =:f^hhc)f 

Sixy-ph^u'y-'u'ifh-h^y^O (C), 

3 (xy-'f^h^u'y+u' (fh-h^y = (D). 

The complex (A) has the parameters 

i=c-2sr/*, v = d'-2gh^, 

and consists of two lines, which were tangents at the nodes, and a 
conic, in which those lines intersect each other. 

The quartic may take the two forms 

t**-2(7i*» (/»«+%) +i*''(/aj»+2(7aJ2/+V)-»y = (A), 

(«-A»t*)(t/-/*t*) [ (aj- A»w)(y-/»it) + 2/»t* (»- hhi) +2h^u(x-f^u)'} = 

(A). 

Two complexes are found, by giving both signs to /*, h^. 

Cob. — Since the coordinates of every other point in (C), except 
the points of contact, render (D) positive, all .other points in (C), 
(by § 4) are crunodes in the (A) system. 
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8. Two radii-Tecfcores may unite, without necessary contact of the 
subsidiary curves (C) and (D). 

In the equations of § 6, formed by addition and subtraction, 
«*(l + gf»-/A)-6flr«ytt'+6aj"y" = 0, 

u' (l-(7"+/;i)-2^»+2(7«y-2V = 0, 
write u^ = rosy, so that 

The vectors will coincide, if 

T* (l+fh^g^y+4n-g (l+/A-^»)+4 (flf'-4/^) = 0. 
The elimination of r determines the condition of coincidence 
{(^'+6/A)((7»-/A)-8(7'+14/7^+3}« 

= 12 (3/A-l) (7* (^-^^IXlT'-Z^-S). 

There are therefore eight cases to be examined for given values of 

/.A. 

In general, cuspidal trinodal qnartics (A) correspond ; but if (C) 
and (D) touch each other quadruply, or doubly as in § 7, the qnartics 
(A) are resolved ioio complexes. 

9. This quartic in (gf*), when expanded, bears the form 
^_4(7/A+l)/+2(39/W+78/;i-l)(7*-4(19/W+3fA«+77/ii-3)gr« 

+ (/A-3)«(6/fe+l)» = 
The invariants of this quartic are 

Je= -266(81/W-45/»A«H-9/'fe«->%+t). 
The discriminant (if— 27 jj), after rejecting the factor 8', is 
(3/A-l)»(4/A-l). 

10. When Sfh = 1, (^-f)* C^'- Y)' = ; two sets of values of gf*, 
and therefore of radii vectores, coincide. 

Oase (1), when g^ = f , is considered in § 7. 

Case (2), when g^ = ^: (0) and (D) may be written to show 
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double contact with each other, and with the conic {v? = \ v^3 xy) ; 
(G) and (D) also intersect in four other points, 

{u^-W^^y) (t*»-3y3a^)-^u' {xVf'-yVhy = (0), 

(t*«-jy3«y)(5u«-3y3»y) + t*« {x^f-y^hy = (D). 

The corresponding qnartics are resolved into two conies 

«'[±2«+ajy/+y'/^]"-(»y-«V3V = (A). 

11. When 4fh = 1, the qnartic of § 9 becomes 

(fl^-f)'[</'-a±v/3)'] = o. 

Case (1), when ^ == f : two values of g^ coincide, as in § 10, and 
double contact takes place, from the forms of (G) and (D) ; the (A) 
qnartics are resolved into conies, 

(i*»=F«y)(tt'=F3aJ2/)-»» {x,/f^y^hy = (C), 

(t**=Fajt/)(2tt»=F3ajy)+uU»^//=FyyA)»= ....(D), 

[t*(aJvy±yy^)-^V2]*-(a!y=Ft*')' = (A). 

Case (2), when g = \/3— ^ : (G) and (D) may take the forms 

(t*«-y3aj2/)'-t*'(ajy/-2/^?i)» = (0), 

(t*«-y3ajy) [(3-^/3)tt»-y3ajy]+tt»(a!y/-2/v/?i)« = 0...(D). 

Two vectors coincide without contact, when (C) is resolved into two 
conies, and (D) passes through four double points, which are the 
mutual intersections of those conies (two of them being the given 
nodes), as well as through four other points in (G). There are in all 
six, not eight, intersectious (other than the given nodes), which are 
cusps on the corresponding (A) trinodals. Thus, the point 
rajv/y= y-v/A = 'i*(12)"*] is a cusp on 

«*-4y2«»(/»aj+Wy)3-»=«y-t*»[(/*aj + A*y)H«y(2^3-2)]...(A). 

or, as it may be written, to show the cusp, 

[t*-^3*(/»a5+%)]" [t,--^3H/*a^+^*y)] 

H-(/*«-yy)' [t*«(l-^3) + i(/««+6/»yajy+V)] =0. 

These examples will illustrate the three wajs in which union of the 
vectors takes place. 
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I. Biorunodal Quartics. 

12. The oonstants /= l=h will be used in the main and snb- 
isidiary equations, to facilitate compntation, as also u^x-^y—l, 

«*(&+«?y-l) = «'y'-«'(a'+2(7ajy+y«) (A), 

u*+3»»y«-«'(a» + 2gfajy+2/') =0 (0), 

0^-l)t**+3a?y«+u« (a»-4/ajy+y») = (D). 

It is proposed to examine every case which occnrs by yarying (g), 
which is independent of the fixed nodes, by the methods already 
explained. 

13. When ^ = 1 : an ordinary case. 

By eliminating u from (G) (Fig. 1), and (D) (Fig. 2), we obtain 
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OPiF^j OQi Qi, tbe yectors throngli their four real interseotions 

2«"— (5+ ^3) ajy+ V = 0, 
or («~3037y)(y— 3037«) = 0. 




Fio. 2. 

These four points P^, Q^ ; P,, Q, are third (additional) cnsps in the- 
(A) system. All points on P^ ac Q^, P, ac Qs are third acnodes 
in (A) ; all other points on (0) are third crnnodes in (A). 

This is proved by the aid of (D), without determining, tm in %% 
the values of f, iy for a given point in (C), and drawing the cnrve 
(A). Make x = y in (C) : 

(»~l)(3aj-l)(aj«-4aj+l) =0. 

Of tbe apses thus found, the coordinates (2d=A/3, 2db\/3), when 
snbstitnted in the function (D), render it negative, 

3(2=bv'3)"-.2(3±2^3)' or -S(2±VSy. 

Tbese apses are therefore acnodes. Similarly, the other apses are 
crnnodes. And, since no alteration occurs in a locus of acnodes or of' 
omnodes, except at the points of junction which are cusps, P^ ac Qi,. 
P, ac Q, are loci of acnodes. 

14. Quadruple contact occurs between (C) and (D), when gr = 0»" 
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(§ 6), on the yeotors a» = 0, y = ; the qnartics (A) become complexes 
of lines and nodal cubics. 
The four points of contact of 

(ti«-aj»)(t*'-y')+2a^2/' = (0), 

(t*«-aj«)(tt«-2/»)-aB-2/»= (D), 

are «±aj = 0, with y = 0; u^y = 0, with ar =0. 

With the first pair (§ 2), { = 1 db 2, n = 1, (A) is resolved into the 
complex 

(u±x) [«' (u±x)+'!^ (t*=Faj)] = ; 

or, in full, (ar+y-l)»(2aj+t/-l)+t/«(y-l) =0, 

(y-l)(»+y-l)'+y« (2aj+y-l) = 0. 

With the second pair of yalnes, (A) is resolved into the complex 

The detached lines were tangents at nodes, and touch the 
associated nodal cubics in the four assigned points. 

15. Double contact of the third order cannot exist between (C) and 
(D) when/ = A = 1, but takes place when / = fe = J = -2-. See § 7. 

16. Next consider the values of g which cause two radii vectores to 
unite when (C) and (D) intersect each other. (§ 8.) 

When/ = ^ = 1, gr has eight values in the equation 

(sr*-V+12V = 24^» (^*-8(7>+12), 

or ((7»-6(7+6)(^+69r+6)(^-2^-2)(^«+2^-2) = 0. 

When d=^ = 3 ± -/3, the curves (C) and (D) touch each other, and 
the corresponding (A) quartics are resolved into conies; when 
dbflr = v^3±l, (0) is resolved into conies, and (D) intersects it in 
six points, which are cusps in the (A) system. See § 11. 

17. When gf = 3+ ^3, and (^--1)(5-^) = 1. In this case 

[u' (sr-l)-a^] [u' (6-^) - Sxy] -tt« (x^yY = (0), 

[u'(g^l)^xy][u'(g + l)--Sxy]+u\x^yy = (D). 

They are seen to have double contact with each other, and with the 
intermediate ellipse [m* (flr— l)--a;y], at the points 

[x = y = ±uy/(g^l)]. 
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The bicrnnodal (C) consists of two circuits, which intersect in the 
common nodes ; the biacnodal (D) of two elongated circuits, one of 
which is nnifolinm, and each touches a separate circuit of (G). 

The parameters (§ 2) which correspond to these points of contact 

are f = j? = l=F4-v/(flf-l). 

The corresponding (A) quartics are resolved into conies : 

or [xy-u^ (S'-l)]' = «* [a+t/=F2«y(gr-l)]l 

The first consists of two ellipses, the second of an ellipse and 
hyperbola. All pass through the common nodes, and each pair 
touches each other in the points [a? = y = ± i* -/(gr— 1)]. 

The curves (C) and (D) intersect each other in four real points, in 
which the conic (t** = xy) is met by the vectors 

[«"+2/'+(2(7-4)ajt/ = 0]. 

There are therefore acnodes, cusps, and crunodes in (A). 

18. When g = 3— -/3, and (flr— 1)(5— gr) = 1. The results of § 17 
are equally true, with a modified interpretation. 

The curve (0) consists of two intersecting circuits, each of which 
touches a separate circuit of (B) ; these last are short and long, 
without asymptotes. The two pairs of conic complexes (A) are an 
ellipse and hyperbola, which pass through the nodes and touch each 
other in pairs, as in § 17. Bat the vectors [»'+y*+(2^— 4)ajy] are 
imaginary, so that (G) and (D) do not intersect ; all points in (G) are 
therefore crunodes in (A), except the points [a? = y = d= « v^(gf— 1)] . 

19. When —g = 3+\/3, the forms of the equations to the sub- 
sidiary curves may be derived from § 17, by changing the sign of soy^ 
and leaving {g) unaltered : 

[u'{g^l)+xy][u'{6^g) + Sxy]^u'{x+yy = (C), 

[ii« ((7-l)+ajy] [«» {g+lHSxy] +«* {x+y)' = (D). 

' They have double contact at the points ["«= — y = d=t* \/(gr— 1)]. 

The corresponding quartics (A) may be resolved into pairs of 
conies 

[«» (sr-1) +ajy]« = u« [2u y(i7-l) =F (»-y)]". 

Oor. — ^When — gr = 3— v^3, the results of § 19 are applicable, 
with the altered value of (g). 
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20. When g = v^3+ 1, the subsidiary cnrves only meet in the given 
nodes ; all points in (C) are (third) crunodes in the (A) system. In 

this case 

(««-^/3ajy)«-w»(aj+y)*=0 (C), 

y3(t*»-^3iry)[(2+y3)t*»-ajy]+t*«(aJ+y)'=0 (D). 

The contact is imaginary, as well as the intersections. 
Cor. — These resolts are applicable when —g = \/3+l, by changing 
the sign of xy, and leaving g unaltered. 

21. When g = y3— 1, (C) and (D) meet in six points, besides the 
given nodes : 

(u«-y3a^)«-t*»(aj-y)« = (C), 

v/3 (t*«- y3^)[(2- y/S) u'^xy]^u' (x-yY = (D). 

(D) consists of a single circuit, and each hyperbolic branch meets 
(C) in three points, of which one is double, without contact at any, 
as in § 11 (2). There are six points of intersection on (C), which are 
cusps on (A) ; and internal points on (C) between two cusps are 
acnodes on (A) ; the rest are crunodes. Thus, for the pair of points 

[jB = y = =b3-»«], 

f = »7 = l=F4(3-») 
in (B). The corresponding quartics (A), have (third) cnsps 

«* =F 4 (aj+t/) w»3-* = »y-w* [(aj+t/)«+2ajy (-/3-2)] ; 
or, as it may be written, 

[t*=Fi3*(aj+y)]»[u±i3*(»+y)] 

+ (a5-y)»[tt« (1-1^3)+^ («»+6a5y+2/»)] = 0. 

These trinodal quartics have cusps on one of the two intersecting 
circuits, of which they are composed, situated on the coincident radii 
vectores. 

22. Let •— g' = -v/3— 1. Mutatis mutandis, as in § 19, 

(u' + ^Sxyy = u'(x+yy (C), 

^S(u'+^Sxy)[u'(2^^S)^xy'] = u^x-^yy (D). 

The curve (D) has a single bifolium circuit, which intersects (C) in 
four single points, and two double points, besides the acnodes. There 
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are, therefore, six cusps in the (A) binodal system ; of which two 
are [u=Fi3*(«-2/)]' [w±i3*CaJ+y)] 

23. More generally, the number of cusps can be determined for an 
assigned value of (g). 

The equations (C) and (D) may be combined into the forms 

^tt«= v^3(v/3=Fl)«y, 
2^(aJ^+2/») + (l=Fy3)(^±2^3)ajy=0. 

It is thus found that, if numerically ±gr>3+y3, or < ^3—1, 
(C) and (D) intersect in eight points ; if ± ^^ < 3 + ^3 and > -v/3— 1, 
they meet in four, unless ± gf = ^3 + 1, when they meet in no point 
but the nodes. In these several cases, there are eight, four, and no 
(third) cusp in the (A) binodal system. 

II. Biacnodal Quartic8» 

24. In this system /, h are negative, and assumed to be unity in 
the main and subsidiary equations ; m = oj+y — 1. 

u\if>i + vy-l)=^l/'+u'(a?-\-2gxy+y') (A), 

u'+Sa?y'+u' (x' + 2gxy+y') = (C), 

((7^-1) u'+SxY-u' (a^-.4^gxy+y') = (D). 

It is seen that any value of ±gr, numerically < ->/3-|-l, reduces (C) 
to the acnodes (1, 0), (0, 1), when it is written 

(u'+VSxyf'{-u'[{x+yy+2(g-'^S-l)ity]=0, 

Consequently there are no trinodal quartics in the (A) system. 

26. When gr=^3 + l, (C) consists of the given acnodes and two 
others [a? = — 2/ ==^3"*w]. For this last pair the corresponding 
(A) quartics 

[«Ti3» («-y)]' [«±i3» (x-y)] 

+ («+y)' [-«' (l + ^V'3)+A(a!»+6«y+y»)] = 

exhibit (third) cusps in the second and fourth quadrants. 

The values of the parameters i, 17 in these (A) quartics are, by § 3, 

J = 1=F4(3-5), »7 = l±4(3-»). 
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26. When — ^ ==: >/3+l, the cnsped trinodal (A) quarties are 

+ («-y)' [-t*« (l+iy3)+TV («'+6a5y+j^)] = 0. 
These fonr are the only trinodal qnartics when ±^ =: \/3+l. 

27. The biacnodal qnartics (A) can never degenerate into com- 
plexes, since the subsidiary curves (G) and (D) cannot touch each 
other. 

In §§ 6, 7 it was shown that (0) and (D) cannot have quadruple 
contact, or double contact of the third order. They can only have 
double contact when :hg =: v^d+S, and it will be proved that this 
contact is imaginary. 

28. Let ^ = 3+ ^3, (^-l)(5-gr) = 1. As in § 17, (0) and (D) 
may be written, to exhibit imaginary contact, 

p(sr-l)+«^] [f'(5-l/)+3ajy]+««(»-y)« = (C), 

[tt«(sf-l)+»y] [u«07+l)+3ajy]-t*«(«-y)' = O (D). 

They intersect in fonr real points, in which the vectors 
a» + (25r-4)ajy+y* = 

intersect the conic tt'+a5y = 0. 

When — ^ = 3+ ^/3, like results are obtained by writing — xy for ajy, 
«nd leaving (g) unaltered. 

29. For all values of (±g) numerically > a/3 + 1, (C) and (D) 
intersect in four real points, which are cusps in the corresponding 
{A) qnartics. (G) is therefore a locus of crunodes, cusps, and 
acnodes in (A). 

Let gr = 3. (Fig. 3.) The locus of nodes (0) consists of two uni- 
folium circuits besides the acnodes A, B; and each circuit is divided 
into two portions by branches of the bicrunodal quartie (D). P ac Q 
is the locus of acnodes, P cr Q of crunodes, while P, Q are cusps in 
the corresponding (A) qnartics. 

Ex. — The point (1, —1) lies in P ac Q; the corresponding para- 
meters (§ 3) are 3, — 1 ; the corresponding (A) quartie has (1, —1) 
for a third acnode 

^*»(3«-y + l)=»y+t*'(«' + 6ajy+y^) (A). 
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Ex. — The point (i\/3, — J\/3) lies on P or Q, and is a cmnode on 
«*+10tt»(«-y)3-*= a»y«+t*«(««+6ajy+y») (A). 




#=-^ 




Fig. 3. 

III. Qucurtics with one orunode cmd one acnode. 

30. In this system / is positive, h negative, and assumed to b& 

unity. 

tt»({»+i7y-l) =«"2^+t*»(«»H-25rajy-y«) (A), 

t**+3aj»y^+t*^(ar»4-2grajy-y«) =0 (0), 

(^ + l)«*+3a5V-t*^(aj»-4(7a5y-y^) = (D). 

t* = aj+y— 1, 
as before. 

The subsidiary curves (G) and (D) cannot have double contact of 
the third order (§ 7), but they have quadruple contact (§6), when 
g^ = 4. The points of contact are thus defined : 

2tt* + grajy = 0, x^—y" = 0. 

31. Let g = 2. The bisector (aj+y = 0) passes through P, Q^ 
( — 1, 1), (1, —1), in which (C) and (D) touch each other; the other 
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points of contact are imaginaiy. The curve (0) consistB of a cm- 
nodal circnit mth an acnode at B. (Fig. 4.) The cnrve (D) has its 
cmnode at By and acnode at A. 




Fig. 4. 

To the point P (— 1, 1) the parameters are { = 1, i? = 5 ; and the 
(A) qnartic 

is resolved into an acnodal cubic, and a line (y = 1) which touches 
it at P. 

For Q (1, —1), the corresponding complex is 

32. Let ^ = — 2. The internal bisector (x = y) passes through 
the points of real contact of (C) and (D), (1, 1), Q, f). 

The corresponding (A) complexes are 

(u+x) [(w-aj)(tt«+y«)4-4t*'y] = 0. 

Each acnodal cubic is touched by a linear factor, which represents a 
tangent at a node, in one of the specified points. 

33. Every point on (0), besides P and Q, is a second crunode ir 
VOL. XXIII. — NO. 432. D 
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(A) system. For, if the coordinates of two assigned points on (C), 
(aj* = y' = J), be substituted in (D), that function is positive (§ 4). 

34. If g^<4i, the curves (C) and (D) do not meet. Every point 
on (C) is therefore a second crunode on (A), for the reasoning of 
§ 33 is applicable to the modified forms. 

36. If gf'>4, (C) and (D) intersect in four real points. Let g=S . 
Through the real intersections of the curves 

t**+3«y+««(aj» + 6a^-2/») = (0), 

I0u*+3a!y-w« (aj«-12ajy-y«) = (D), 

the two vectors (aj+2'645y)(aj+'6466y) = pass. 

These vectors intercept in (0) (see Fig. 4, modified) on AP, that 
part of the loop which is remote from 0, and on Q, two series of 
points which are acnodes in (A) ; all other points are crunodes, 
except the four points of intersection, which are cusps in (A). 

36. In this system, two radii vectores cannot unite (§ 8), unless 
(G) and (D) touch each other. 

For the values of gr* necessary for such union, when f = — A = 1^ 
are (by § 9) given by the quartio 

^«+24^-80^*+384^»+266 = 0; 

but this has no positive value. 

Moreover, no lower value of (—fh) will give positive values of ^ in 
the corresponding quartic. 

This result is confirmed by the discriminant of the quartic in g* 
(§ 9), which only yields two positive limiting values oifh. 



IV. Quartics with a cnmode and a cusp, 

37. In this system one of the constants is zero, and the other nega- 
tive, and here assumed to be unity. The quartics (A), (C), (D) are 

n'(ix+Vi/-l)=^y'-u\x'-\-2gxy) (A), 

u' + Sxy-u^(x' + 2gxy) = (C), 

g'u'+Sx'y'+u'{a?^4^gxy)=zO (D), 

w = aj+t/-l. 
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The curves (C) and (D) toncli at their common tacnode (0, 1), 
which is always real in (D), but imaginary in (C), if gf'<3. 

By combining (G) and (D) in the forms 

(flf»-l)««+2»«-2(7ajy = 0, 

we see that (G) and (D) intersect in four points, if ^>2, and touch 
in four points at the tacnode, if gi* = 2 (see § 6). If gf* = 3, two of 
the four points are merged in the tacnode (Fig. 7). 

38. Let gr* = 2 ; then «' = gxtf, and ga? = xy, (Figs. 5 and 6.) 





Fig. 6. 



Fig. 5. 

The curves (G) and (D) have double contact at the points P, Q 
(gx=zy=z±u). 

The four corresponding (A) quartics 

w« [(1-2^) aj-1] = a^y'-u' (ar'+2gra^), 

u' [(l + 2g)x-^2y-l] = a^f-u' (x'-^-'lgxy), 
d2 
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are resolved into complexes of lines and cnbics 

(«- 1) [v*'-2gxu*+x' (t*+y)] = 0, 

THe cubicB are cusped at A, and touched by the lines in P, Q. 

39. YHien flf* = 3, (C) and (D) intersect in two points only, besides 
the common nodes -4, B. (Fig. 7.) Two radii vectores do not tinite^ 




Pig. 7. 
as it might be inferred from fche formula of § 9, 
(y'+l)'(sr'-3)' = 0. 

That formula is inapplicable, since it was obtained on the hypothesis 
that (h) was constant. 

In this case (u^ — gxyY — u^a? = , (C), 

(u'-gxy)(Su'--gxy)+u'x' = (D). 

By combining, (u^ — gxy){2u^—gxy) = 0, 

w*(ti*— grary-fa^) = 0, 

and the vectors are a;' = 0, a? — 2gxy = 0. [? 2x^—gxy = 0.] 

The conies have a contact of five points with (D) at the tacnode, and 
meet (D) in the points (gy = 2a5 = =t 2m). 

These points are cusps in the corresponding (A) trinodal quartics 
u*^^u'(10x-^2gy) = a^y'-u' (a? + 2gxy) (A). 
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TThese may be written to show botk cusps as well as the cranode^ and 
•the bitangent, which tenches a folinm at points situated on the axes 

(«-»)" (3tt—aj-2gry) = aj* (3tt— aj— gry)', 

(«+»)• (3t*+«4-2flfy) = 7f (3u4-« + gry)*. 

There are fonr bicnspidal and singly cmnodal qnartics, since (g) has 
two signs. Only one figure of (G) and (D) is drawn in illustration. 
The portion of the ellipse, intercepted by the upper lobe of (D), and 
the x)ortion of the hyperbola, intercepted by the lower lobe of (D), 
yield acnddes oti (A). 

40. For all values of ^'>2, (C) is a locus of acnodes, cusps, and 
'Crunodes on the corresponding (A) trinodal qnartics. 

V. Quartics wWh an acnode and a cusp. 

41. In this system/ is positive, and here taken to be unity; 

i* = flj+y-l, 

«»(&4-iyy-l) =a?f/'+u'(a?+2gxy) (A), 

f**+3ajy+««(a?+2(7a«/) = (C), 

^t**4-3aj»y*-u*(a?-4^a^) = (D). 

If ^' = or < 3, (G) is reduced to the node and tacnode. There are 
-t^nsequently no critical values of the parameters £, 17 (§ 3), and no 
trinodal quartics in the system (A). The curves (0) and (D) touch 
at their common real tacnode, when gr* = or >3. 

42« If ^>3, (G) and (D) intersect each other in four points, two 
^of ^hich are imaginary. All points on (C) which lie between the 
(y) axis and these points of intersection, are acnodes on the corre- 
sponding (A) quartics, and are thus separated by cusps from the 
other points, which are crunodes. 

Ex. ^ = 3. The curves (C)^ (D) meet in two of the points in 
which the conies 

(u*4--4417ajy)(t*'4-l-368aJ2/) =0 

. are intersected by the conies 

4tt*-«*-f3ajy = 0, 
-or by the vectors 

X (a? -l-233y) = 0, aj (aj + 2-433y) = 0. 
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The last pair only gives real intersections, wbich discriminate the 
nodes on (G). Both (0) and (D) have real tacnodes ; the acuodal 
curve (0) has two asymptotes, the omnodal (D) has four. 



YI. Bicuspidal Quartics. 

43. The general system is 

tt'C&J+iiy-l) =«»2/*+2grajy«« (A). 

The loons of nodes u*'\'2u^gxy+Sa?y^ = (C). 

The subsidiary curve (gu^+xy^^gu^-^Sxy)^:: (I^)- 

The parameters {, 17, and the discriminating curve (B), which is their 
envelop, are thus determined. 

since, by (0), «y = Jt*' [ — flfzfc y/ig^— 3)] = 6/m', suppose. 
Eliminate x, y from these equations. 

(«-c)(.»-d) = 4(?(G+i7)' (B). 

44. The line (fee +172/ — ^) iiitersects each curve (A) in the coordi- 
nate axes, and may be regarded as a satellite of the line of nodes 
(t*3c«+<^— 1), of which (B) is the envelop. All conjoint values of 
{, 17, which satisfy (B), determine a third node in the quartics (A) ; 
all slightly varying values of J, i;, which denote lines external to (B), 
or intersecting it, denote quartics in (A), which are companion-curves 
to the preceding, but not trinodal. See below, §47, with Figs. 9, 10. 

When gr'<3, the locus (0) is resolved into two imaginary conies ; 
there are therefore no trinodal values in the (A) system. 

45. When gi* = 3, (0) becomes two coincident conies 

(D) two distinct conies 

(tt* + gxy) {gvf -f xy) = 0. 

Every point in (0) is also on (D), and is therefore a cusp in a 
corresponding curvein(A). Fora point in the locus ([T-f grXF=0)> 
the parameters f, 17 are (if c = (i = 1) 

5-1 : 17-1:4:: Y:X'.gU. 
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The corresponding qnartio (A) is tricnspidal, 

and may be written, to exhibit the third onsp (X, Y, U)^ 

[uU-^ |- (xY+yX)J [uU-- -2- (ajY+yX)] 

+^(xY^yXy(afT+6xyXT+y^r^8u'lP) = 0. 

Ex. — ^Let gr = — \/3, and let the points in (C) be the^apses 

±« = «*/3 = yt/S = y3 (2:^ t/3)-^ 

The corresponding coordinates in the discriminating carve (B) are 

5-1 = i|-l = =F 1-765. 

With these parameters, the corresponding tricnspidal qnartics 
(A) are 

t**=Fl-755tt« (»+y) = »y-2 ^3 u'ajy. 



For convenient calculation these may be written 

(ajy- v/3m*)« = 2-245M*-1766tt» or 5-755tt*4-1756tt». 

The former is drawn in Fig. 8, with two companion-curves, which 
are obtained by slightly differing parameters £, ?;. 




Fig. 8. 
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46. When £ = jy = 1, the qaartic (A) is resolved into two conies. 
In this case (xy-\'gu* = 0) is a necessary condition, and mnst be a 

factor of (G). This is only possible when ^+1 = 0. See §8, 
where the condition [(flf*+l)(^'— 3) = O]' is shown to be necessary 
for the imaginary contact of (C) and (D), when fh=^0. 

The terminal bicuspidal qnartic (A), 

has two asymptotes parallel to the axes. 

47. For values of gr*>3, (0) and (D) are resolved into two real 
conies ; all points on that portion of (0) which lies between the two 
portions of (D) are acnodes in (A) ; and all points in the external 
portion of (0) are crnnodes in (A). 

Let gr = — 2. The subsidiary curves (0), (D) are 

(t*«-ajy)(i*«-acy) = (0), 

(2u«~«y)(2u>-3ajy) = (D). 

The (B) curves for the portions of (0) are severally 
({-l)(i,-l)=4and J^. 

Ex. 1. — To the point (« = y = « = 1) the line ({ = j| = — 1) corre- 
sponds. 

The point is an acnode on the corresponding (A) quartic 

«*+ 2m»— 4ajyu'+a?y' = 0. 

The companion-curves are unipartite, no trace of a separate circuit 
being found. 

Ex. 2. — To the point (aj = i/=-« = |) the line (f = iy = 3) 
[corresponds], and [the point is on] the acnodal (A) quartic 

3t** + 2u* + Wxy—a?i^ = 0. 

Ex. 3. f = i| = 1 -J^-/3. The point (« = y = ^^3 « = 2+ ^S) 
is a crunode on the quartic (A), Fig. 9, 

or 30755u*-l-9246t*» = (ajy-2t*')*. 

The companion-curves are drawn for slightly difEering values of the 
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conjoint-parameters, {.e., as the line ({, n) does or does not intersect 
the discriminaidng (B) curve. They are both nnipartite. 




Fig. 9. 

Ex. 4. { = i| = l+^-/3. The point (« = y = 2- ^3) is a 

tsmnode on 

{xy'-2u^y = 1'9245m»+6-9245m* (A). 

(Fig. 10.) The nnipartite and bipartite companion-cnrves are also 
-drawn. 




PiQ. 10. 
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Biouspidal Quarticsj when both cusps are imaginary. 

4S. The gfeneral system of sach qaarfcics, and their subsidiary^ 
curves, may be thus denoted : 

i4»(&j+iyy-l) = (ma5»4-ny*)*+2^w«(maj"+ny») (A),. 

tt*+2M'gr(7na5»+ny»)4-3(maj'+nt/*)' = (C), 

(5ru«+maj»+V)(J^«*"+^"+ V) = (P)' 

The discriminating curve is found, as in § 43, to consist of two conies 

- ({-c)»+ - (i»-d)" = leO (O+g) (B), 

m n 

where SCP + 2gG'\'l = 0. 

When g^<Sj the locus of nodes (0) is resolved into two imaginary 
conies, and the system (A) has no trinodal quartics. 

49. When gf* = 3, the subsidiary curves are 

[u' + g (vu^-^nf)]' = (C), 

[u' + g(ma?+ny')] [gu'-^maf+ny^] =0 (D). 

Every point in (C) is also in (D), and therefore is a cusp in (A). 
The parameters 

JJg Jig 

correspond to a point (X, Y, TJ) on the conic 
lP+y(mXHnY') =0, 

and JL.(4-cr+^(i;-d)»+^ = (B). 

m n g 

The corresponding tricuspidal quartic (A), 

Ug 
may be written, to show the third cusp (X, F, 17), 

[ttU'+S' (majX+»yr)]» rttZ7--2. (^yiajX+nyY)] 
-g'mn (xY-yXy [(ma?+ny^)(mX!'+nT') + (mxX+nyT)^-r2u*JP] 



= 0. 
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Ex. gr = — v/3, m=n=l = c = ci. The qnartio 

w*-8 (108)-* u» (aj+y) = (aj»+2/')'-2y3i** (aj"+t/*) 
is tricnspidal, whose real cusp is U : X : Y :: t/(12) : 1 : 1. 

60. For higher values of gr', (0) and (D) are resolved into ^irs of 
conies. 

Ex. ^= — 2. Of the pairs of conies 

(a^4-2/«-t*»)(a^+t/"-K) = (0), 

the hyperbola is interior, the ellipse exterior, to the pair 

(aJ»+t/"-2tt«)(aj«-hy«-V) = (D). 

All points in the former conic are acnodes, in the latter cranodes,. 
in (A). 

51. If (u) is constant, the (A) system consists of Cartesiaiis. Th& 
loons of nodes (C) takes the modified form 

t*» = 3 (maj'+ V)*-f 2grM* (mgf+ny^). 

The subsidiary curve (D) is unaltered. 

52. Binodal quartics, when both nodes are imaginary, are not 
adapted for this process of classification. In order to classify 
bicircular quartics with collinear foci, I selected different parameters 
(Proceedings of Lond, Math. 8oc., Vol. xiv.). 

53. Binodal quartics, when both nodes are real, and one of them is 
at infinity, are classified, as in the preceding paragraphs, by writing 
(2y— 1 for (m), and equating (0) to zero; but the forms must be 
modified when both nodes are at infinity. 

Binodal QuarticSy with two nodes at infinity, 

64. if the same form, as in § 1, [be taken] wben (u) is constant, 
for such a system 

«'(& + i7y-l) = a5'y*-tt*(/aj«+2grajy+V) (A)^ 

For critical values t*'{ = 2«t/' — 2tt' (Jx-{-gy)^ ,_.. 

> KP)> 

uJ'ri-2x'y-2u'(gx + hy)) 

u' = Sa?y'-u'(fx'+2gxy-hhy') (0), 

'taiA, without alteration, 

^* (g'-fh) +u' (fa'-^xy+hy") +3a?2/« = 



Digitized by 



Google 



44 Mr. Henry M. Jeffery on the [Nov. 12, 

These last intersect in the hyperbola 

56. If these hyperbolee coincide, (0) and (D) have qnadraple con* 
tact, and the corresponding (A) quartic is resolved into a straight 
line and cnhic. 

In this case 2xy=:u^g, «(gf*+2/A)+2 =sO, 

end the four points of cod tact 

x:y:u::g:2f:2p, x : y : u :: 2h: g :2hK 

.For the first pair of points the corresponding complexes are 

2tiV*i7+A(^/^-l)/"*+^'--^'(/^+2^«y+V)+«'y'=0...(A)^ 

or • (y-w/0 [afy+uxy^—u* (2gx+hy)-uy'^'\ = 0. 

The lines touch the cubics in the given points of contact. 

For the second pair of points the complexes are 

(a-t*W) [xy^+wy^V-u^ (Jx-\-2gy)-u^hr^] = 0. 

Cob. — Acnodal quartics cannot be resolved into complexes. 

56. Double contact of the third order occurs between (C) and (D), 
when points of contact unite. When this happeus 

^' = 4/%, 3tt/%-fl=0. 

The preceding quartics unite to form the complexes 

(x^uVXy-ufi) [aJ2/+t.(^*+yW)-3t*yW] = 0. 

The lines do not touch the hyperbola, but their point of intersection 
is on it. 

With these constants (0) and (D) assume the same forms as in § 7. 

All other points in (C), except the points of contact with (D), are 
crunodes in (A). 

67. Two vectors may unite, without necessary contact of (C) 
and (D). 

The quartics (C) and (D) may be combined into the forms 

6a?y^'-6gxyu^+u*(g^''fh)-y!' = (1), 

2 (f^-gxy+hy'y-^u' {f^fh)+u = •....••.„(2>, 

Make (2) homogeneous in (a; : y) by the aid of (1) ; the oonditloii 
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that this quadratic has equal roots is foand to be 

= 16uYfh (ug'+b—ufhy. 
This quartic in (ug*), when expanded, takes the form found in § 8, 
«y-4t*y (yufh"\) +2tty (39z*y'^*-78M/A-l) 

-4tt5r« (19tty»/t»-3t*y^A^+77M/^ + 3) + (3-tt/%)« {l + hufhy = 0. 

58. The discriminant of this quartic is (Stt/A-f 1)* (4M/A-f 1). 
When Zufh-{-l = 0, (f-4fhy (^-16/^)« = 0. 

Case 1, when g^ = 4/%, is considered in § 56. 

Case 2, when gf^ = 16/A, and 3tt/% + l = 0, (0) and (D) take the- 
forms 

(xy-Su'f^h^XSxy^u'f^k^) -u* (xP-yh^Y = (C), 

(a!y-3t*y*y)(3iBy-5ttyW)+i*' (xf-yh^y = (D). 

They touch in the points 

xf = yh^ = ±u(Sfhy. 
The corresponding quartics are resolved into conies 

«^ {ic/*+2/W=F2i*(3/^)*}*-(aj2/-3tty*Wy = (A). 

59. When 4nifh + l = 0, the quartic of § 57 becomes 

(^-9^)^[9^-(2y3±l)^y%]. 

Case 1, when g^ = 9fh, and 4iufk-\-l = : (C) and (D) touch each 
other in the points 

xf^=yhi=^±u(2fhy, 

[and take the forms] 

(;ir2/-2ttyi^*)(3ajt/- 2t*yW)-tt^ {xf^-yh^y = (C), 

(ajt/-2tty*A*)(3aJ2/-4t*y*A*)-f w' {^f^-yh^y = (D). 

The corresponding quartics (A) intersect in the given points of 

contact 

t*'(a;/*+yW-2y2M/*A0'-(»2/-2wV*W)2 = (A). 

Case 2. The other values of gr*, viz., (2 v^3 ± 1)'/A, not being 
coincident, indicate six points of intersection of (C) and (D), which 
are cusps in the corresponding (A) quartics. See § 11. 

60. The preceding theorems must be modified to suit the six species 
of binodal quartics ; but as they have been examined at length when 
the* nodes are at finite distances, it is not thought necessary to discuss 
thj^mi when the nodes are at infinity. 
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On the conditions for Folium^points in Binodal Quartics. 

61. It has been stated (§ 2), that the maximum number of inflexions 
in ^ binodal qnartic is four, and that there may be two folia, contain- 
ing two inflexions each. It is proposed to find the conditions when 
two inflexions of a folium unite at a folium-point, or point of un- 
dulation. 

At such a point both ^=0 and ^=0,if« = ^. 
ax dor ^ dx 

62. By taking the previous binodal quartic system, wherein 

w=ca+dy — 1, 
and (, 17 are parameters, 

fo-h,,y-l = - L(^f^^2gxy+hy')^ \xy (A) ; 

and, differentiating thrice, 

{+I3JP = - — [fx+g (y+iBp) + hyp] -h -5- (/aJ*+2gfajy+%^)(c+ip) 

+ A^(y+^)--^^f(<^+'^) (2); 

U U 

- |,- ifx'+2gxy+hif'Xc+dpy+ -^ [2xyp + iy+xpy] 
-5«^(y+a!P)(<'+dp)+^*'y'(c+dp)' (3); 

ft 11 

f [2a!y|)+(y+«p)'](c+dp)+— *y(y+«P)(c+<^)' 

-^<^y'{o+dpy (4). 

ft 

3 
Multiply equation (3) by — (c+(^^), and add to (4) ; the terms in- 

volving /, gr, h disappear, and the residue is the product. 

|^^_ X(c+di?)] [1- ^ (c+(^p)] [y +a^- Aajy (c + 

The two first factors give by-solutions, the third factor the main 
solution. 

63. When the two first factors are substituted in (3) and (4), we 
obtain {y^^pY (y^—f"^^) and {y—x'py{o^—hu^). 
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Now (y^s^ = 0) is Dot a condition ; for, if it be coupled with either 
of these two factors, u=^ cx+dy^ which is a false conclusion. The 
conditions y*— /«' = 0, si^—hu^=^ 0, are true conditions, and imply 
that the qnartics degenerate into four complexes, of which the tangents 
at the nodes are factors. 

They are inapplicable to biacnodal qnartics. 

64. Ex. a5 = «A*, c+dp= — ; whence c2 (y— |mj) = 1. 

The parameters are found from 

and after reducing from 



£aj+i,y-l = - ^(Jx+2gy) = -V (fx+2gy) (A), 

It 



Hence 5 = c- (1 +fh) A'*, ly = d--2gh*. 

The corresponding quartic (A), 

i**-i*» [x (1+fh) h'i+2ghiy] = a5*2/*-w« (/aj'+2^ajy4- V), 
becomes the complex 

(x-uh^) [M»A-*-t*^ (fi»+2gy) +y" («+wA*)]= 0. 

The line does not touch the nodal cubic, unless g^ = 2— -2/%, when 
the subsidiary curves (C) and (D) have quadruple contact with each 
other (§ 6). 

The equations to three other complexes are similarly found. 

65. The last factor of § 62 contains the main solution 

2 

y+xp xy {c-\-dp) = 0. 

u 

When this condition is substituted in (3) and (4) of § 62, we obtain 
the locus of all folium-points in the binodal system (A), 

2a?V'-\-u' {f^-^gxy^hy") = (B), 

whether (u) be at a finite distance, or at infinity. 

Ex. — Let u^x+y—1 and f = —g=:h = —2. 
Assume the folium-point in the locus ai^y^ = u^(x+y)\ (E), to be 
x=zy =:2u = i, BO that ^+ 1 = 0. 

By the aid of (E), (A) becomes J+i? = ^ ; also £— ly = 0. 

The corresponding quartic hyperbola 

u' [^ (a^+y)-l] = a?y'-\-2u' {x^y)\ 
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when written in the form 

(a«,-4u')' = V«' («-i)(«+ A), 

shows the tangent at tbe folinm-point (u = ^), and a conjugate 
or acn-bitangent, representing together four inflexions. 

66. In the case of bicaspidal quartics fz=h=zO; and the locns of 
folium-points (E) degenerates into the coordinate axes and the conic 

o^-gu^ = (E). 

The equation to the discriminating curve is readily obtained 

1 2 
fo-f iiy-l = — »y- —srajy = -gr«« (A), 

tb U 

5 +rip =-_gr(y4-ajp) =-sf«(c+(«p) (2). 

We have to eliminate x, y from the three equations 

xy = g(cx'\'dy^iy. 
The eliminant is the class-quartic 
[£+2^ (£-c)((«-ci,) + (7^(f-f c)+/c] 

x[rt + 2g(rf^dKcrf--di)+g'(n + d)+g'd] 

= g [2fcd+(l-fXd^+cn)'-2if,']\ 

For values of ^, 17, thus correlated, bicuspidal quartics with folium- 
points correspond ; and for values of f, 1;, external to, or intersecting 
this discriminating quartic, bicuspidal quartics, with or without folia, 
correspond. 

Ex. gr = 4; w=aj-fy— 1. Assume the folium-point (»=y=2tt=f) 
in the locus xy = 4t** (E). 

The parameters are found from the equations {-f if +-^=0, f— iy=0. 
The corresponding bicuspidal quartic, 

is bipartite; and its folium-point lies on the detached unifolium 
circuit. 

67. This classification is equally applicable to spherical binodal 
curves of the fourth order, and to doubly bitangential class-quartics, 
both plane and spherical. 
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On a Class of Automorphic Functions. By W. Burnside. Ke« 
ceived and Commnnicated November 12th, 1891. 

1. Introductory, 

In a series of memoirs published in the first, third, fonrth and fifth 
volnmes of the Acta Mathematical M. Poiocare has developed the 
theory of discontinaous groups of linear snbstitntions and of the 
one-valned functions which are unaltered by the substitntious of such 
a group. 

In this paper I shall adhere as closely as possible to the notation 
and nomenclature used by M. Poincare, and it will be convenient to 
state these at once as regards the substitutions. 

A substitution which changes z into r-, written Iz, — ^^^ ), is 

yz-i-d \ yz + cJ 

in its normal form when a^ — )8y=l, and the real part of a is 
positive. 

Two points will always be unchanged by the substitution. If 
these are different, it can be written in the form 

t—a _ -^ z—a 

where a, b are the unchanged (or double) points of the substitution. 

When K is real, the substitution is called hyperbolic ; when mod K 
is equal to 1, it is called elliptic, and in all other cases loxodromic. 
If the double points coincide, the substitution is called parabolic, and 
can be written in the form 

t—a z — a 

If a — 1, j3, 7, ^—1 are all infinitesimal, the substitution is called an 
infinitesimal substitution ; and a group of substitutions is called 
discontinuous when it contains no infinitesimal substitution. The 
theory of groups of a finite number of difEerent substitutions has been 
completely dealt with by, among others, Prof. Cayley and Prof. F. 
Klein, the most detailed accounts of it being contained in the 
memoir *'0n the Schwarzian Derivative and the Polyhedral 
Functions" by the former, and the "Vorlesungen iiber das Ikosaeder '* 
of the latter. These groups M. Poincare leaves on one side, as also 
those groups the substitutions of which cannot all be derived from a 
finite number of fundamental substitutions. 

If all the substitutions of a group preserve one circle unch"** — -^ 

VOL. XXIII. — NO. 433. E 
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(for simplicity this circle can always be taken to be the axis of x), 
and transform the regions inside and outside this circle each into itself, 
M. Poincar6 speaks of it as a f nchsian gronp ; in the other case the 
group is called kleinian. His method of dealing with groups of 
substitutioDS is a geometrical one. He shows that, correspouding 
to a discontinuous group, a division of the iZf-plane, or part of 
the plane, into an infinite number of regions can be made, with 

the following properties. To each substitution f z, ^ j j of the 

group will correspond a particular region Bi of the plane, in such 

a way that when z is within i?Q, Si !p. will be within Bi, The regions 

YiZ+Ci 

Bi fill either the whole plane or the particular part of it exactly 
once, t.e., they neither overlap each other nor leave uncovered 
portions. The region i^^ (called the generating polygon), and 
therefore also the other regions, can always be chosen so that 
their boundaries are arcs of circles, which, if the group is f uchsian, 
intersect the unchanged circle at right angles. The question as to 
whether the regions Bt will cover the whole plane or only a portion 
of it (it being understood that i^^ does not consist of two or more 
detached areas) will depend upon the nature of the fundamental 
substitutions of the group, and this difEerence leads to a division of 
the groups, and of the functions which are unchanged^by them, into 
two classes* ; namely, a first class, in which the regions Bi cover the 
whole plane, and the corresponding functions exist in the whole plane, 
and a second class, in which the functions have what is called a 
*' natural limit." M. Poincare considers cases of both these classes 
in his memoirs, but deals at considerably the greater length with the 
second class. Prof. Klein, in his investigations on the subject, which 
are contained in most detailed form in a memoir entitled "Neue 
Beitrage zur Biemann'schen Functionentheorie," {MatK Ann.^ 
Band 21), limits himself expressly to the second class of groups. 

The analytical expressions of the functions which are unaltered by 
the substitutions of a group are obtained in the following way by M. 

Poincare. He first shows that if f z, °''^ y j be any substitution of 

the group in its normal form, then the series 
Smod(y,^f+a,)-*^ 

* M. Poincare distingmshes seven fEunilies of groups ; of these the first, second, 
and sixth form what I have ventured to cidl the second class, while the x^ make 
up the first class. 
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where m is a positive integer greater than nnitj, is an absolutely 
convergent series, except for values of z which make one or more terms 
of the series infinite. 

It follows that the series 






where H(z) represents a rational integral function, is uniformly con- 
vergent, except for particular values of z, and therefore that it defines 
a one-valued continuous function of z. Such a function M. Poincar6 
calls a theta-fnchsian or theta-kleinian function. Its fundamental 
property is shown to be the following, viz. : if 

i \y(Z+Ct/ 
then e(^)=(y«+Jre(A 

/ », — — jj being any substitution of the group. 

If now (a?), 01 {z) are two such functions, formed with the same m 
but different functions S{z\ H\{z\ then their ratio, if it is not a 
constant, will be a function which is unaltered by the substitutions of 
the group. 

As regards the theorem that 5 mod(yi»-|-^<)~*"* ^^ ^ convergent 

series for integral values of m greater than unity, M. Poincare does 
not, in his memoir on fuchsian functions, give any reasons for not 
dealing with the case m = 1 ; but in a later memoir (^' Sur les 
Groupes des Equations Lineaires," Acta Math,, Vol. iv., p. 308), he 
says : *' Ton jours dans le cas d'un groupe fuchsien, la s6rie 

2mod(y<0-h^O"' 
n'est pas convergent,'* 

That this statement is not universally true, may be seen at once 
by considering the group arising from the repetition of a single 
hyperbolic or loxodromic substitution. This may be written in the 
form 

!-=I=-^'-=T (moiK>l), 

t — Z — 

£ 2 
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so that y<«+^i = ^^ -■,- ^, 

b — a 

and the series in this case is 

(^-")i'"°'^( AV(.-a)-V>.(.-6) )' 
which certainly is convergent. 

M. Poincare's statement with respect to the divergency of 
Sraod(7.i5+5.)-', 

then, clearly requires some limitation. I have endeavonred to show 
that, in the case of the first class of groups, this series is convergent, 
but at present I have not obtained a general proof. I shall offer two 
partial proofs of the convergency ; one of which applies only to the 
case of f uchsian groups, and for that case is general, while the other 
will also apply to kleinian groups, but only when certain relations of 
inequality are satisfied. It follows, from the convergency of 

2 mod (7,2:4- ^.)"', 

that for the first class of groups, to which all my results are limited, 
functions of the form 






exist ; and the existence of these functions is shown to lead to a mode 
of formation of f uchsian* and kleinian functions (i.e., functions which 
are unaltered by the substitutions of the groups) which is in a certain 
way simpler than M. Poincare's, and which moreover directly connects 
these functions with an already well-explored branch of analysis. 

I shall best explain the nature of the method aimed at, and the 
point of view taken, by means of a particular case, which is also the 
one I have treated in greatest detail. Suppose, then, that the generating 
polygon of the group is the space outside 2n circles, each of which is 
external to all the others. The n fundamental substitutions of the 
group, which must be hyperbolic or loxodromic if the group is dis- 
continuous, will make these circles correspond in pairs ; and if, by 
bending and stretching, without tearing, the corresponding points on 
the pairs of circles are brought to coincidence, the polygon will be 

* I have used the phrase " automorphic function,'* as introduced hy Professor 
Klein, to denote generally any functidn which is unchanged hy the suhstitutions of 
a discontinuous group, -whatever he the nature of the group. 
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turned into a closed (w-f l)-ply connected surface. On such a surface 
n everywhere-finite complex functions of position must exist, such 
that when a variable point describes any path on the surface, and 
returns to its original position, any one of these functions will only be 
altered by the addition of integral multiples of certain definite periods. 
[Considering the closed surface as a Riemann's surface extended in 
space, these functions are the 7i integrals of the first species upon it.] 
Also, in terms of n-ple 6^-f unctions, with these n functions as their 
arguments, any rational algebraical function on the surface can be 
expressed. 

Corresponding to these n integrals of the first species on the 
surface, there must be, on the 2;-plane, n independent functions 
which are everywhere finite (except at the singular points of the 
group, i.e., the double points of its substitutions), and which 
increase by integral multiples of certain constant quantities 'when a 
variable point passes from a position z to any one of the correspond- 
ing positions °' ^* ; or when it describes a closed path surrounding 
yiZ + Ci 

one or more of the circles. When once these functions are found, it 
must follow, from the correspondence between the j7-plane and the 
before- constructed Biemann's surface, that any functions which are 
unaltered by the substitutions of the group must be capable of repre- 
sentation by means of multiple 0-fnnctions, with these particular 
functions for their arguments. Following M. Poincare's method, I 
form the everywhere-finite theta-fuchsian or theta-kleinian functions 
of the form 

i.e., the functions which are only infinite at the singular points of 
the group ; and it appears that there are n such functions, and that 
their integrals are the n required functions which on the z-iplane 
have properties analogous to the n integrals of the first species on 
the Rieraann's sui'face. I then show how to form functions which 
bear exactly the same relations to normal integrals of the second and 
third kinds, on the Riemann's surface, that the n functions just 
referred to bear to the integrals of the first kind. All the methods, 
then, by which uniform functions of position on the Riemann's sur. 
face are expressed in terms of the Abelian integrals on it, may be 
applied at once to the expression of automorphic functions by means 
of the three classes of functions which are the analogues of the 
integrals of the first, second, and third kinds. 
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2. On the Convergency of S mod (y,-5?-h^«)~* *^ certain cases. 

i 

First Proof. — The following proof, which is modelled on the lines of 
M. Poincar6's first proof of the convergency of S mod (y,2f-|-5,)"*, 

applies only .to the case of fachsian groups of the first class. I 
suppose that the real axis is taken for the unchanged circle, and that 
the point a? = oo is not a singular point of the group. These suppo- 
sitions involve no real loss of generality. Since, by supposition, the 
group is of the first class, the generating polygon may be taken to 
enclose that part of the real axis which includes the point at infinity. 
Describe any circle PQAB, such that the area bounded by it lies 
entirely within the generating polygon, and suppose that it meets the 
real axis in the points A and B, Let PiQiAiBi be the circle into 

which the substitution Iz, — ^ ) transforms -the circle PQAB, 

\ yiZ-^SiJ 

AiBi being the segment of the real axis corresponding to AB, and 

P, Qi the circular arc corresponding to PQ. 

Then it follows that : — 

(i.) lAiBi is finite, for it is less than that part of the real axis 
which lies outside the generating polygon ; 

(ii.) that therefore the sum of the circumferences of all the circles 
is finite, for they all cut the real axis at the same angle ; 

(iii.) and therefore that 5 PjQi is finite. 

The point — ^i/y„ being the homologue of the point at infinity in 

the substitution f z, — —* ) , is a point eTi, within the polygon 22,-, and 

lying on the real axis. When z lies on the arc PQ, the ratio of the 
greatest to the least value of mod (yi^-h^i)"'* is the square of the ratio 
of the distances between «7f and the furthest and nearest points from 
it on PQ. Now the points Ji all lie on a finite portion of the axis of 
X ; and therefore, if d^ and d^ be respectively the absolutely greatest 
and least distances of any of the points /» from the arc PQ, the ratio 
of the greatest to the least value of mod (y.^f-ho.)^'^, when z lies on 
the arc PQ, is less than (dJd^Y, whatever i may be. 

If z is the point P, mod (yi2-|-cJ.)~^ is the ratio of an infinitesimal 
linear element at P,- to the corresponding element at P, and hence, 
when z is any point on the arc PQ, 

xaod.(v...+a..)-;<(^)'^.; 
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therefore Smod (y,2?+30-'< (^)'^SP,Qi; 

or, since 2P<Qj is finite, thd series is absolutely convergent. 

Second Proof, — Tlie proof just given applies only to fuchsian 
groups ; depending directly, as it does, on the fact that there is a 
circle (or straight line) which remains unchanged by all the substi- 
tutions. I now go on to give a proof which will apply, when certain 
relations of inequality are satisfied, to kleinian groups similar to 
the one referred to in the introduction. 

Suppose, then, that the generating polygon is the space outside 2n 
given circles, each of which is external to all the others. The funda- 
mental substitutions of the group will be n substitutions, which make 
the circles correspond in pairs, and which, since the circles are 
external to each other, and the group is discontinuous, are necessarily 
either hyperbolic or loxodromic. The various points — Vy< *^® *^1 
inside the given circles, and when z does not coincide with one of 
these points, a quantity M may be found which is less than 

mod (z+ — •)» whatever % may be. 

It follows that 

S mod (7,2 -h ^0 -^ < 2 lf-» mod yT^ ; 
» » 

and therefore that it is sufficient to consider the series 2 mod y.''. 

For shortness of statement I deal with the case n = 2, but it will 
be clear that the same reasoning will apply, whatever be the value 
of n. 

Let the 8, 8' be the two fundamental substitutions of the group. 

All the substitutions of the group may then be arranged in the 
.following way, viz. : — 

S, 8\ 8'^, 8'~^, 4 substitutions involving one operation ; 

88, 88% 88'-': 8-'8-\ 8'' 8"'', 8'' 8' : 

8'8\ S'S, 8'8-': 8'''8'-\ 8'-' 8-\ 8"' 8: 

4x3 substitutions involving two operations ; 

then 4x3' substitutions involving three operations ; and so on. 
Now, since the fundamental substitutions are necessarily either 
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hyperbolicor loxodromic, they will be of the forms 






\ y z + c / 6 —a o —a 

Where mod 2v and mod K' are both greater than unity. 

If », = (., "^^) 

is any substitution of the n*^ set, then 

where a„^.i = aa„-h/3y„, /3«^., = a/3,. -i-/35„, 

y«+i = y"»+^y«, A.+i = y/3„-i-^^„, 



and 

















UlL. 


— a 




5- 


«« 


y»ii 
y« 


= 


y 


y« 


+ 


= 


e:* 


6- 


-a 


+ K- 


•i 

6- 


y« 

-a 



If iS/S^„ is a substitution of the n-\-l^^ set, the last substitution in 
S,t must not be ^~^ ; and I shall now show that this involves that 

— and a are not within the same one of the four circles bounding 

yn 

the generating polygon. 

Call the circles -4, B, A\ B\ the four points a, h, a\ b' being 
supposed inside the circles with the same letters. Then 8 changes 
the outside of A into the inside of jB ; S' changes the outside of A' 
into the inside of B' ; and S'"^ changes the outside of B' into the 
inside of A'. Hence, if a„/y„ is inside A^ S must be the last substi- 
tution of 8n, and (writing 8„ = 88,^^1) an.i/y„.i must be inside A, 
The same reasoning may be repeated continually ; but the point a/y 
is inside B, and therefore the point ajy„ cannot be inside -4, and 
must be inside either B, A' or B', A lower limit, independent of », 
can therefore be found for the modulus of each of the fractions 

— 2. —a 



6— a 
which occur in the various I'atios y„+i/y„ ; and, therefore) if mod K 



Digitized by 



Google 



1891.] Auiomorphic Functions. 57 

and mod K^ are sufficiently great as compared with these limits, the 
ineqnalitj 

mod 2^^ > Tc, 
yn 

where h is an arbitrarily chosen quantity, can be satisfied, whichever 
of the »-f 1*** set of the substitutions S^^i may be, and also whatever 
n may be. 

Hence, if y be the greater of the two quantities y and y\ 

or the series is convergent if 

When the double points of the fundamental substitutions are given, 
the series in question can clearly be made convergent by taking the 
moduli of the multipliers sufficiently great ; but, again, when the 
moduli of the multipliers are sufficiently great, the group given by 
the substitutions is certainly a discontinuoas one. Hence this second 
proof certainly establishes the existence of kleinian groups of the 
kind considered, fot which Smod (y,2+^<)~* is a convergent series, 

though it does not prove that the series is convergent for every suqh 
kleinian group. 

If one or more of the fundamental substitutions become parabolic, 
in such a way that the corresponding pairs of circles touch each other 
externally, the preceding proof may very simply be modified to show 
again that there exist, in such a case, kleinian groups for which the 
series in question is convergent ; but it does not seem to me to be 
possible to apply it to the cases in which the groups contain elliptic 
substitutions. Since, however, the first proof applies to the case of 
fuchsian groups containing elliptic substitutions, and, by a suitable 
infinitesimal change of the parameters of the fundamental substitu- 
tions, such -a group will become kleinian, it would appear very 
probable that there must also be kleinian groups of the first class 
containing elliptic substitutions for which S mod (y,5?-h^.)"* ^^ ^^^" 
vergent. By limiting the investigation of this section to the series 
2 mod (y,2J-f ^<)~^, I do not intend to imply that the series 
2mod(yj2J-h^,)"^ is necessarily divergent. Indeed, for the g" 
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formed by a single hyperbolic or lozodromic substitation, it is clearly 
• convergent ; and the second proof just given, for the convergency of \ 
, 2 mod (y,« + <50~'> ^^7 evidently, be altered to show the convergence ( 

<< of 2 mod (yiZ + Si)"^ for certain groups derived from more than one 

'■ fundamental substitution. It is not necessary, however, in the 
sequel, to consider fnnctions whose existence depends on the con- 
vergency of this latter series. 

3. On the Functions 6 (z, a) for Groups of the First Glass, 
Having established the convergency of the series 2 mod (yiZ+^i)^^ 

i 

for all fuchsian and certain kleinian groups of the first class, I now 
propose to consider the properties of the corresponding theta-f uchsian 
and theta-kleinian series. In the first place, I deal with such a 
group as that described in the introduction ; that is to say, a group 
derived from n fundamental, hyperbolic or loxodromic, substitutions. 
For such a group it follows that the series 



i yyiZ-^-biJ 



is a uniformly convergent series, except for certain particular valaes 
of z, and therefore that it defines a one- valued continuous function. 

It will be convenient to use a special symbol for this series in the 
case when H{z) is a function of the first degree, and for this purpose 
I define 6 {z, a) by the equation 

6(.,a)=2iM±^:!. 



yiZ-^Bi 
If ( z, — ^^ J is any particular substitution of the group, 

y ■»-. «^^ — Z tTT" "^Cv 



■ ViZ+Si 
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where a^ = aa{ + yfii "N 

are again the coefficients of anj substitntion of the group. 
Therefore (^^^, «) = (y«+5)' A («, a), 

which is M. Poincar^'s general property of all such functions. 

. The function d (z, a) has two simple infinities inside any one of the 
regions i2j, namely, the homologues of a and oo that lie inside £«-. 

The same statement is true oi Iz, °^"^^ j, Iz, — — ^ J being again 

any particular substitution of the group. It follows that constant 
multiples of the two functions can be chosen such that their difference 
shall be independent of a. 

Now e(z "^"^^^^S (y«+^)(y.ig+a.)-^ 

\ ' ya+8/ i (a,i2^-hj3i)(ya + ^)-(y,2j + a,)(aa+i3)' 

put ^Oi — fiyi = c^, ay, — ya, = y^, 

80 that Oy, fij, y^, ^y are the coefficients of any substitution of the 
group, and 

a< = aaj + /Jy„ y , = yaj + ^y„ 

i3, = ai3,+i3a,., ^, = yi3,-h^^,. 
Then e (z, ?^±^^ = S (ya-h^) [y (aiig+/?,)-f^ (y,ig-f a,)]'^ 

>.y>« + «i y\yjZ + Sj y J 

= d(z,a)-e(z,--^y 

where the right-hand side is independent of a. 

y Google 
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The f anotion 0(z, ) , thus introduced, has no poles, its only 

lingular points being the singular points of the group. For 

« 5 r yaj-^-hi y< 1 . 

and in this form it is clear that the residue of the function for 
xf = — B/y is zero. 

The point — ^/y is one of the homologues of infinity.* Denoting 
any one, a^/yg, of these by /„ the function 6 (z, J^ is finite everywhere, 
except p.t the singular points of the group. There are clearly an 
infinite number of such functions, but, as I shall next show, only n of 
them are linearly independent. Thus 

6(z, J,)-e (z,J,) = d [z, ^) -6 [z, ^) 



= 5, 



7/. ' ^ y« 



and writing, as before, 

e{z,j,)-e{z,j,) 

__ 5 gyy,-q.y p 

' (yjo+^j) [Ky,-»,v,)K2+i8/) + (/3,y,-5,a,)(y,«+a')] 

.-^ (yy^+^i)-' 

YjZ + Sj — y,a, + a,7, 

= -e(z, ^''i-^pyi \ 

\ -y^a^ + a^y"/ 
= -e(z,Jj,.ig). 
The same process will give 

e(z,J,)=-9(z,J^.^). 
Hence, if Sp, S, are two of the fundamental substitutions, and / the 
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homologae of infinity formed hj any combination of these two, then 
{zy J) can be expressed in the form 

m0(«, j;)H-ne(2, /,), 

where m and n are positive or negative integers. 

It follows from this at once that if 8i, S^, ... S,, are the n funda- 
mental substitutions, then, whatever homologae of infinity / may be,. 
B (z, J) can always be expressed in the form 

m,e (z, /0-hm,© (z, /,) + ...+m„e (z, /„), 

where Wj, m„ ... w„ are positive or negative integers. 

Tfans, as stated, not more than n of these functions are linearly 
independent. That the n functions written above are really inde* 
pendent will be proved later on. 

4. On the Integrals of the Functions 6 (z, J). 

The functions d (2, J"), being everywhere finite and continuous, 
except at the singular points of the group, can be integrated along 
any path which avoids these singular points, and their integrals 
along any such paths of finite length will be finite. 

Thus e(^z,j)dz = ^\ogyii±± 

74^0 + Oi 

will represent, when the path from ZQto z is assigned (keeping clear 
of the singular points), a definite finite quantity, and the given path 
will determine the branch of the logarithm that is to be taken. 

I first consider the integral when the path is confined to the 
generating polygon ; the relation between which and the fundamental 
substitutions is to be taken as follows. 

The generating polygon consists of the space outside n pairs of 
circles 6\ and CU C^ and Gi, ... G» and C,', each external to all the 
others. The substitution 8p transforms the circle Op into the circle 
Gp, and the space outside the circle Gp into the space inside the 
circle (7p, so that the point Jp is inside Op, and the point J i is in- 



side Gp. 
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An element of the integral of d (z, Jp) m&j be expressed as follows i 



V -y./,+a'/ 



= 2d.log ^ 

= si.iog-'-— ^^ 

yiiz^Ji-i) 

When 8i id the identical substitntion (z, z)^ the corresponding term 
on the right-hand side is of a slightly different form, namely, 
d . log (z—Jp) ; hence 



6 (z, Jp) dz = d, log (z—Jp) -f 2 d . log 






where now the identical substitution is not included under the sig^ 
of summation. 

Now, as before stated, Jp is inside Cp, and it is easy to see that J^^i 
and J^-ip are either both inside or both outside Op; hence 

[ e{z,Jp)dz:=2iri, 
J Op 

where the integral is taken in the positive direction round a closed 
curve within the generating polygon surrounding Op once, and sur- 
rounding no other circle. 

Again, c7^ is outside C7p, and c7^_i, J^.i^, are either both inside or both 

outside Op, except when i =2?» and then J^.i is inside and J^-ip is 
outside ; hence 

f e(;.,Jp)=-.2irt, 

where the integral is taken positively round Op. 

For any other circle 0, or 0^, Jp is outside and «7^.i and J^-ip are 
always either both inside or both outside. 

Hence | 6 (z, Jp) = f (z, Jp) = 0. 

These results prove incidentally that the n functions 
0(z,J,\ 6(z,J,) e(z,J,} 



Digitized by 



Google 



1891.] Automorphic Ftmdions. 63 

are linearly independent of each other, and that they ore not mere 
constants. 

If Ap, Ap be two corresponding points on Op and (7p, and Bp, B'p any 
other pair of corresponding points on the same two circles, and if 
ApA^ BpB'p be joined by paths ApMAp^ BpNB'p, which do not enclose 
any of the circles, then 

ronnd ApMApBpNB,Ap, vanishes, since the integrand is finite and 
continuons at all points within the contour. Therefore 

Now, if sTj, z^ are corresponding points on the circular arcs A'pB'p^ 
ApBp, 

therefore 6 (z^, J) = (ypZi-^^pYO (z^, J"), 
and dz^ = (ypZ^ -\- Bp) "^ dz^ ; 

therefore (z^, J) dz^ = 6 (zi, J) dz^. 

It follows that 

f fl («, /) i« = I e (z, J) dz, 

the integrals being taken along the circalar arcs, and therefore 
f e{z,J)dz={ e{z,J)dz. 

Hence the integral 

e{z,j)dz, 

where z^ is any point on the circle Op, is independent of the particular 
position of the point, the path varying continuously without passing 
outside the fundamental polygon. 

Now let the points AiA{, A^Aij &c. ... be joined by lines of any 
form, which neither cut themselves nor each other, and which do not 
leave the generating polygons ; and regard these lines, as well as the 
circles, as part of the boundary of the polygon. In the figure f" * 
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the integral of d{z,J)j when the lower limit has an assigned valne, is 
a one- valued finite continaons function. 

Let I (^ {z, Jg) dz = a^p, 

J A' A 
^p p 

and 1 B (2, «7L) dz = a--, 

p V 

80 that the quantitiet ^ipp, cLpqy <&c., are the constant values of the 

integrals just discussed. When the variable paths between the 

corresponding points are chosen so as to be reconcilable with the 
barriers A^A[^ A^Ai ..., I shall show that 

For this purpose, let definite lower limits be chosen for the integrals 
(they need not yet be expressed), and write 

<l>,=^^'e(z,J,)dz. 
Then, as stated, within the polygon with the barriers, 

are everywhere one- valued, finite and continuous. 

If the positive side of the barrier ApA^ is that which one would 
first reach by starting from any point of the circle Op and moving 
round it in the direction opposite to that of the hands of a watch, then 
the value of ^p at any point on the positive side of ApAp is greater by 
27rt than its value at the corresponding point on the left-hand side ; 
while the values of 9, at corresponding points on the right and left- 
hand sides are the same. 

Since 9,, 0^ are finite and continuous everywhere inside the polygon 
with barriers, it follows that 



extended round the complete boundary, is zero. 

The complete boundary consists of the n contours made up of the n 
pairs of circles and the two sides of the barrier connecting each pair. 
The values 0p, ei^,, at corresponding points on 0^, Cr, are given by 
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and, at corresponding points on either side of A'^Ar, ^, and d^^ have the 
same values. Hence the integral round the contour formed of these 

lines is a^ I dipq =3 0. 

The contour formed by Op, Gp and A^Ap gives 

ApAp 
and the contour (7^, 0^ and -4^-4^ gives 






2iriap,. 



Hence, finally, adding the various parfcs of the integral, 

apj-ajp = 0. 

This proof will he seen to be the same as Prof. C. Neumann's proof 
of the corresponding property of Abelian integrals of the first species. 

Suppose, now, that the path of integration passes outside the gener- 
ating polygon, and let the homologues of the barriers be drawn for all 
the polygons. Then it is at once obvious that, inside any polygon 
with its barriers, the integrals are one- valued, finite and continuouB, 
and also that they are continuous in crossing from one polygon to 
another. They are therefore one-valued and finite in the infinite 
plane, and continuous except at the barriers, and at corresponding 
points on the opposite sides of the barriers they have constant differ- 
ences =b 2iri or zero. The value of the integrals at any point in the 
infinite plane, with the barriers as boundaries, may be determined as 
follows : — 

Let be any point in the generating polygon B^^ and 0,- its homo- 
logue in Ej. It has just been shown that 

^p(0.)-*p(0), 

is independent of the shape of the path between and 0<, so long as 
it does not cut the barriers. Join OOi by any path whatever satisfying 
this condition, and suppose that it passes successively through the 
polygons IBq, iB^, 1^5 ... JBj, Bi. Let 0^ be the point where it meets the 
boundary between Bf^ and Ba ; find Oa on the boundary between Ba 
and E5, so that Oa is a homologue of Oq ; then Ob on the boundary 
between Bj, and Be so that it is a homologue of 0. ; and so on. Tak 
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now OOfiaOb ... OiOi for the path of integration. The points and 0<, 
Oo and 0, are respectively homologues, and the paths OOo, Ofii lie each 
entirely within one polygon. Therefore 






and the contributions to the whole value of the integral from OOq 
and OiOi destroy each other. Each of the portions 0^0 a^ OaOi, ...is 
reconcilable with the homologue of one of the original barriers A{Ai, 
A^A^ . . . , taken either positively or negatively. Hence, finally, if among 
these homologues that of A{Ai occurs n^ times, that of -42-43 ii^ times, 
and so on, 

the positive or negative integers here are definite, depending only on 
the particular polygon JB, ; the suffix jp may have any value from 1 
to n. 

When, finally, the barriers are dispensed with, and the now many- 
valued integrals are considered in the infinite plane bounded only by 
the singular points, any path of integration whatever can be made 
up by combining the path just considered with a number of closed 
loops. Each time such a loop cuts a barrier, =fc 2x1 or zero will be 
added to the value of the integral. Hence, finally, whatever be the 
path of integration, 

where p = 1, 2, ... n. 

It is now clear that the functions ^ are the analogues in the infinite 
plane of the integrals of the first species on the w + l-ply connected 
Riemann's surface into which the generating (or any one) polygon 
can be deformed by bendiog and stretching till corresponding points 
on its surface are brought to coincide. Also, if each of the ^'s is 
multiplied by — ^, they will directly represent the n independent 
normal integrals of the first species ; the 2n sections on the surface 
being the n curves obtained by bringing the pairs of corresponding 
circles to coincidence and the n closed curves into which this process 
transforms the barriers. 
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To complete the analogy, and make the introdnctionof the d-fnnctions 
possible, it must still be shown that the real part of 

is essentially positive. 

The proof of this, again, is essentially the same as that of the corpe- 
sponding theorem with respect to Abelian integrals, and may be 
stated shortly. 

If 0p = Wp + Wp, 

then, since S«p^p is finite, continuons, and one- valued in the generating 
polygon with barriers. 



\-- 



taken in the positive direction round its boundary, is necessarily 
positive. The separate terms give at once 

I UpdVp = 2'7rapp, 

I UpdVq = I UgdVp = 27rap„ 

where app and a^, are the real parts of a^p and apq ; and from these 
equations the resalt follows at once. 

5. On the analogues of the Ahelian integrals of the second and third hinds. 



The function - 2 ^^''^^^^^ ' ^ 

\ / 



i i OiZ + fii 



has a double infinity afc the point a and its homologues ; while the 
homologues of 2 = oo are not infinities of the function. Its integral 
will therefore be a one-valued function, finite and continuous every- 
where except at the point a and its homologues, and at these points 
it will have a simple infinity. This function will be denoted by 
^a (z)^ so that 

where z^^ represents the origin of the integration, which can be ch'^"^ — 

P 2 
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at conyenience. The expression in brackets can be transformed as 
follows : — 



^aW=2 



Zfi—2 



= (a, i^o)""^ (^> ^)- 
I3fc follows at once tbat 

= -e(a,/,) 

and also that 

*.(:^')=*-<"-?".(tu 

wBere the integers n^ are the same as in the general formula for 

^ \\— — V ) • ^^® functions ij/ (0, a) are thus the exact analogues of 

the normal integrals of the second kind on the Biemann's surface 
corresponding to the division of the 2;-plane ; namely, they have one 
infinity inside each region, they are one-valued (t.e., they do not 
change when the variable describes a closed path which cuts the 
bwriers), and, when one of the substitutions of the group is performed 
on the variable, they increase by integral multiples of definite constants, 
which bear the same relation to the quasi-periods of the 0*s that the 
periods of the normal integrals of the second kind bear to those of 
the first. 

Again, the function 

S (y,.-h^,)-Y— A Jo \ 

^ytz+Bi yiZ+^i ^ 

is- finite everywhere except at a and b and their homologues, which 
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points are simple infinities. It maj be supposed, without loss of 
generality for what follows, that a and h are both within the generat- 
ing polygon. 

If a and b be joined by a barrier, and the homologues of this 
barrier be drawn, it is easy to see that the integral of the function in 
qnestion will be one-valued, finite, and continuous, except at these 
new barriers, having values difEering by 2iri at corresponding points 
on opposite sides of the new barriers, and, in particular, being con- 
tinuous at the original barriers. If the integral from an arbitrary 
origin be written Xa,b («)> then, in the infinite plane, as bounded by ttie 
new barriers and the singular points of the group, 

where the branch of the logarithm is that which makes 

Xa,6(^o) =0. 

The expression on the right-hand side can be transformed, as in the 
case of i// {z^ a), so as to give 

and, for any substitution, 

It is also clesu*, by comparing the two expressions for Xa, h («)» that, 
if the points »i, z^ be inside the same polygon, then 

which is the equivalent of the interchange of argument and para- 
meter for integrals of the third kind. 

Just, then, as the functions i// (2, a) answer in all respects to the 
normal Abelian integrals of the second kind, so the functions Xa,* {^) 
are the exact analogues of the normal integrals of the third k^*'"^ 
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%\ (hi the Functions which are unchanged hy the suhstitutions of a group. 

It has now been shown that the functions <Pp(z), ^aip)^ X«>&(^) 
Ibebave, on the s;-plane, with respect to closed paths surrounding 
singular points of the groups and open paths passing from any point 
to any one of its homologues, in exactly the same way that the normal 
integrals of the first, second and third species on a Biemann's surface 
Hehave when the variable describes closed curves reconcilable with 
the o-sections and the b-sections on the surface ; i.e., when the 
variable describes any closed curve whatever on the surface. It 
follows therefore that the different methods of representing algebraic 
functions on the Biemann's surface, in terms of the normal integrals, 
may be applied at once to form automorphic functions on the £;-plane, 
in terms of the functions 0, if/, and x* 

Thus, if 24, 2;, ... 2;., are m points, such that no one is a homologue of 
any of the others (or, more simply, m different points in the same 
polygon), the function 

will be unchanged by all the substitutions of the group if the n 
equations 

io,0(i.„Jp)=O (p = l,2...n) 

»re satisfied. When the positions of the m given points are arbitrary, 
these n equations will, in general, be independent, and can therefore 
only be satisfied if m is equal to, or greater than, n + 1. Hence, in 
general, a function which is unaltered by the substitutions of the 
group must take every value n+l times at least in each polygon. 

Again, if/ {z) be a function which is unaltered by the substitutions 
of the group, and a^, a^.,. a„^ its zeros, h^, h^.*>h„, its infinities inside 
the generatiug polygon, it can be shown that 

S [0, (ar)-0P (tr)] = 2/^^irt+ ^i\',a^, (p = 1, 2 ... n), 

1 *- qm\ 

where m^, n, are integers. 
For consider the integral 



1' 






extended round the boundary of the generating polygon, including the 

y Google 
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barriers. It is eqnal to 

or, since / (A,) = / (A^), 

and the path of the second integral is closed, the result is 

2 W [2wp tri -f SnJ Op,] , 
where m^ n\ are positive or negative integers. 

In the generating polygon with barriers, 9, is everywhere finite, one- 
valued, and continnons, and ^^\ is so also,exceptat the points a^, Oj .•• , 

^2, &s ... &m> S'lid these points are simple infinities with residues +1 
and —1 respectively. The integral in question, then, may be 
evaluated again by taking it round infinitely small contours surround- 
ing these points in the positive direction, which gives for its value 

and, on equating the two values and dividing by 2irt, the g^ven result 
follows. 

From this, the expression of an automorphic function, in terms of 
the functions x* ™fty he at once deduced. For suppose that a^, a, ... a.,, 
&i, &s ••• ^m ^i^o ^ points satisfying the n conditions just investigated. 

Then exp [ix^^, *,(«) + Sn;^J, 

is a function which in the generating polygon has the simple zeros 
iij, a, ... a^, and the simple infinities ft^, 62 ••• ^m ; it is every where one- 
valued, and, when ^v^^^v jg written for «, it becomes multiplied by 
the factor 

exp J S [0p (&.) - % (a,) ] + Sn>^ J , 

which is the same as exp [— 2mp7ri], or unity. It is, therefore, un- 
changed by all the substitutions of the group. 

Finally, writing, for convenience, 
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and forming the ^-function 

the previous resnlts show that the conditions are satisfied for its con- 
vergence so long as the arguments Xp are finite ; and if now these are 
replaced by the functions Up—Cp, where the Cp's are any constants, the 
behaviour of the 0-f auction, when any substitution of the group is 
performed on the variable, will be exactly the same as that of ^, 
0-fonction, whose arguments are the integrals of the first kind, on a 
Riemann's surface when the variable describes any closed path on the 
s.ij.rface. 

• It follows that all the various known theorems, with respect to the 
representation of uniform functions of position on a Riemann's surface 
by means of ^-functions, may be now directly applied to the formation 
of automorphic functions in terms of the 0-functions just constructed, 
with the UpS as their arguments. 

7. On the Symmetrical Case. 

When each of the n pairs of circles C{ and Oj, Gi and Oj, Ac., 
which form the boundary of the generating polygon, are inverses of 
each other with respect to another circle Cq, and the fundamental 
substitutions which interchange G{ and C^, G% and (7„ &c., . are all 
hyperbolic, M. Poincare calls the group symmetrical. Li_tiis_case 
the substitution iSp, which changes Gp into (7^, is equivalent to a pait 
of inversions performed successively at Gp and Co, and any substitution 
of the group is equivalent to an even number of inversions with 
respect to the n-\-\ circles Oq, G[^ G^ ,.. G'n (or Gq, G^, Oj ... (7„). Con- 
versely, an even number of inversions with respect to any of the 
circles Gq, 0{ ... Gn (or G^ Oj ... (7„), is equivalent to some substi- 
tution of the group. 

I shall suppose at first that the circle Co coincides with the real 
axis, and shall show further on that the results so obtained may be 
applied to any symmetrical group whatever. 

If Oo coincides with the axis of «, the fundamental substitutions of 
the group can be put in the form 



\z—ap z—apl 

y Google 
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where -ffj, is real, and a^, o^ are conjugate imaginaries ; and it there- 
fore follows that the substitutions of the group may be taken in pairs 



(••?f^)"^(-i!Sf)' 



snch that a^, /3,-, y<, ^,- and a<, fiiy yl, ^- are respectively conjugate 
imaginaries. 

If z, z and a, a' are conjugate imaginaries, so also are 
(M^* and m^, 

and therefore also 6 («, a) and 6 (/, a )• 

Now Jp and /j^_i are in this case conjugate imaginaries, and it has 

been shown that in any case 

whence it follows that 

0(^^,7,) and -0(/,Jp), 

are conjugate imaginaries. 

Hence, when z is real, 6 (2?, J^) is a pure imaginary. 

Now suppose that a' is any point on 0^, so that z is the correspond- 
ing point on 0^ ; then 

mod da = mod dz\ 

and arg dz-=-'— arg (2/ = 0, 

where is the angle that the tangent at i? to the circle O, makes 
with the axis of x ; but 

and therefore (2j5 — 



and (r,«'+3,)' = e-«*. 

Also, in consequence of the relation between 2 and t. 
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or arg 6 (z, Jp) = - 2^+ arg ^ {z\ J^) ; 

bat, since {z, Jp) and —0 (z\ Jp) are conjngate imaginaries, 
arg d (2, Jp) = TT-arg (/,/,) ; 

therefore arg (0, Jp) = — —0. 

The ratio of any two of the functions 6 (z, J) is therefore real at each 
of the circles (7j, Oi, <fec., as well as at Gq. 

The barriers in this case may be taken as straight lines perpen- 
dicular to the axis of x ; and since it has been shown that, when z 
and / are conjugate imaginaries, so also are (z, Jp) and —B{z\ J^), 
it follows at once that 

\ y , e(z,Jp)dz{=ap,) 

is real, where Opg is any one of the n(n—l) constants. 

Finally, since for points on any one of the bounding circles, in- 
cluding A^, 

^ge(z,Jp) = ^-<P, 
and arg dz = ^, 

the variable part of i 6 (z, Jp) dz, or of 0p, is a pure imaginary at all 
the circles. 

To extend these results to the case of any symmetrical group what- 
ever, a slight digression is necessary, on the connexion between the 
functions of a group Si and those of the group 2~^iSi2, where S is 
any arbitrary substitution. 

If («, v; ) ^® ^°y substitution not contained in the group 

?!i£±^\ then the various substitutions given by 

Az±B ^^^T^'^'l 
Gz-JtB' Az^B ^^ 

wiU also form a discontinnoas group, that may be represented bj the 
accented symbols 
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A division of the infinite plane into polygons, for this latter group, is 

obtained by transforming the polygons of the first gronp by the sub- 

stitntion 

/ Az±B\ 

By an algebraical process very similar to that used already in dealing 
with the function (z, a), the result of making linear substitutions 
for z and a in d (2, a) is easily obtained. Thus, if 

Az+B Aa'\-B 

then, with the notation just given, 

i I ajZ + jij _ , ajZ +jii , JJ ) 

= {Gz'+BY [e'(/. a')-ff (z', - I )], 

where 0' is a function formed with the substitutions of the new 
group. 

To the infinities ^^^^^ and ^ of (0, a), correspond "f.'^^i 

and * _ * ; while the homologues of infinity in the new group 
are not infinities of the right-hand side. 
It follows that 

0(z,J,) = (Oz'-^Dyd'(z,j;); 
and, since • dz = {Gz+BY^dz\ 

the integrals being taken along homologous paths. In particular, the 
constants o^ Op, for the two groups are identical. 

In precisely the same way it may be shown that 

If the generating polygon of the group in which Oq is the axis ^' 
«, be transformed by any. linear substitution, the new polygon 
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formed will be tlie generating polygon of a symmetrical group, the 
substitutions of which can be formed from those of the original one 
by the process just investigated ; and in this manner any symmetrical 
polygon, and therefore the corresponding group, can be formed. 

Hence for any symmetric group the constants a^p, ap, are real, the 
functions <pp have their real parts constant at the circumferences of 
the n + 1 circles, and the ratio of any two of the functions d (js, J) is 
real at the circumferences of the circles. 

When the symmetrical group is also f uchsian, the n pairs of circles 
are all cut at right angles by one circle, viz., the circle which is un- 
changed by the substitutions of the group. 

The simplest form in which to consider the symmetrical f uchsian 
group is that in which the unchanged circle and A^^ are taken as two 
straight lines at right angles ; in particular, as the axes Ox and Oy. 

If 8 be any substitution of the group, and A represent an inversion 
with respect to Oy, then ASA will also be a substitution, and these, 
two will be of the forms 

(•.^) -^ {'.^). ■ 

where a, /3, y, ^ are all* real ; hence, pairing the substitations in this 
way, 



z—a . I gjg+ft _^ cue -Pi _^ j 



^yiZ — li yiZ-^-li 

whence (—5?, —a) = — 6 («, a), 

Now J^_^^^J^ 

and »(«,^^.i)=-«(«,/p); 

therefore {-z, J^) = («, J^). 

Also, since Jp is real, 6 (z, Jp) and 6 (/, Jp) are conjugate imaginarieSy 
z and z' being conjugate imaginaries themselves. 

Hence, if 6 (z, Jp) vanishes when z = a-|-t&, it vanishes for the four 
values z =:ha:kih. 

Again, in this case, the function 
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which is clearly not identically zero, is a fuchsian function ; for 

*-(SS^)-*-(S?t)-f*-«-*-"" 

= «(a,Jp)-0(-a,/,) 

= 0. 
Hence, in the case of symmetrical fuchsian groups, automorphic 
functions exist which take every value twice only in the generating 
polygon. It follows that the corresponding Abelian integrals are of 
the hyper-elliptic class. 

8. On the Zeros of (z, /). 
The functions (z, J) have no infinities, except at the singular 
points of the group, and hence the integral 



^filog.(.. 



J), 



taken in the positive direction round the generating polygon, is equal 
to the number of simple zeros of 6 (z^ J) therein contained. 

The barriers clearly give nothing towards the value of the integral; 
also, if » is a point of Gp, and Zp the corresponding point of Cp, 

0(zp,J) = (ypZ-\^^pye(z,J); 

and, therefore, when the integrals are taken round the circles in the 
directions of watch-hands, so as to make a positive circuit of the 
generating polygon, 

f d\ogeiz,J)+ { ^d\oge(z,J) 
JCp ]Cp 

s=| [diogeiz,j)-diogd(zp,j)] 

= — 2 I d log iypZ+Bp) = 4m. 

A similar result holds for each pair of circles, and the total number 
of zeros in the generating polygon is therefore 2n. Of these zeros the 
form of the function shows that two are at infinity ; for 

yp yp y.«+^< y^ 
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and the terms which would give a simple zero at « = oo , obviously 
cancel each other. 

The relation /i /a»2f-f /3< t\ / , ^mh/ t\ 

shows that generally, if 2? is a zero of B (z, J), so also are its homo- 
lognes ; bnt that this is not true for 2? = 00 . Hence the functions 0{z,J) 
have, in any region Bi, 2n—2 simple zeros, while in the generating 
polygon there is, in addition to these, a double zero ai z= co ^ 

The ratio of any two linear homogeneous functions of the (z, J')'b 
will be an automorphic function, which generally will take every value 
2n— 2 times in the generating or any other polygon. By a proper 
choice of the constants it is clearly possible always to form in this 
way a function which will take every value less than n + 1 times, and 
on the other hand, the known theory of uniform functions, on a . 
multiply-connected surface, indicates that any function which takes 
every value less than n-^1 times should be capable of being repre- 
sented in the way considered. , 

It is easy to verify that, in the case of the symmetrical fuchsian 
group, functions taking every value twice may be found in this way ; 
for consider the function 

g, (g, Ja) + a8 (z, J,) + ... +0,, ^(g, Jn) 
e(z,J,) 

The double zeros of the numerator and denominator, at « = oo , 
destroy each other. The 2n— 2 finite zeros of the numerator depend 
on the n — 2 ratios of the constants, i.e., on 2w— 4 real constants. 
If j^o is a zero of the denominator, two linear relations between the 
2»— 4 real constants must be satisfied in order that z^ may also be a 
zero of the numerator, and, since 

6(-z,j) = e(z,j), 

these two relations ensure that the numerator and denominator shall 
have two zeros in common. Hence the available constants will CTiable 
2» — 4 zeros of the numerator to become coincident with zeros of the 
denominator, so that when the constants are thus chosen, the function 
is one which becomes infinite (and therefore has every other value) 
twice only in any polygon. 

The calculation that has been applied to 6 {z, J) will hold similarly 
with any function of the form 

faiZ-^fii^ 



•• \yiZ-{-Ci/ 

y Google 
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-where f(z) is a ratioDal function oi z; so that the unmber of zeros of 
any such function in the generating polygon exceeds the number of 
infinities by 2n. 

9. On Groups of the First Glass which contain Elliptic Substitutions. 

I now go on to consider shortly the case in which a group contains 
elliptic substitutions, so that throughout this section it will be 
implied that the group is fuchsian, as the convergence of 

2 mod (7.2 + ^0-=^ 
« 

for kleinian groups, with elliptic substitutions, has not been proved. 

The essential point in which this case differs from that hitherto 
treated, lies in the fact that now some of the quantities 

0(z,J,) (p = l, 2...n) 

will vanish identically. 

That this must be so, if the previously given theory be correct, is 
obvious at once from geometrical considerations ; for it is clear that 
the closed surface formed by bending and deforming the generating 
polygon till corresponding points of the boundary are brought to coin* 
cidence will no longer be w + l-ply connected, when some of the n 
fundamental substitutions are elliptic. There will, therefore, be less 
than n everywhere-finite integrals upon it, and, therefore, less than n 
0-f unctions in. connexion with the group. 

Suppose, now, that an Iblliptic substitution /S is one of the fundamental 
substitutions of the group ; and consider the corresponding 6 («, /), 
defined by . j^sn-2 

e (../) = 2 (2^^^. 

i aiZ-\-f5i J 
yiZ + Si 

The term written on the right-hand side has a simple infinity at 
^, and, if , . sn-2 

is the term that cancels this, then 



r,(-i)+J, 
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or 8r'8j = 8; 

t.e., 8j=8i8. 

If, again, the term with suffix k is that which destroys the simple 

infinity ^, introduced by the term with suffix j, then 

8j, = 8^8=8^8". 

Now, if m is the period of the elliptic substitution 8, 

and therefore the terms in {z, J), corresponding to the substitutions 

8,, 8,8, 8,8", ... 8,8-\ 

are such that at any point where one of the terms becomes infinite 
another takes an equal and opposite infinite value. 

Hence the sum of these terms, being a rational function of z which 
is nowhere infinite, mnst be a constant, and this constant is zero, as 
may be seen by making z infinite. It follows at once that, since $ (z, J) 
is in any case a uniformly convergent series, it is in this case 
identically zero. 

[It may be interesting to give the result of a similar grouping of 
the terms of a 6 («, /), which corresponds to a hyperbolic substitution. 
The series of terms 

• ...8i8'''\ 8,8-^^\ ... 8i, 8i8,...8i8'^,... 
is then infinite, and their sum is easily shown to be equal to 

1 1_ 

z-Sia z-8ili' 

where a and j3 are the double points of the hyperbolic substitution.] 

Not only will all the functions 6 (z, J) which correspond to elliptic 
substitutions, vanish identically, but it will generally happen that some 
of those corresponding to hyperbolic substitutions, will also do so. 
For when some of the fundamental substitutions are elliptic, there 
will generally be certain identical relations, of the form 

1 = 8:8;..., 

connecting them ; and when these are used in the equations of the 
form 

e{z, j,)+e(z, j^.o+o(z, Jp_i,) =0, 

established in Section 3, it will be found that the result stated will 
follow. 
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Owing to the infinite variety of cases that can occur, it seems 
almost impossible to consider this matter generally, but the following 
simple example will illustrate the property in question. 

Consider the fuchsian group formed from a single hyperbolic sub- 
stitution 8 and a single elliptic substitution E of period 3. Taking 
the generating polygon B^ as previously, to contain the point at infinity 
(and for simplicity assuming the unchanged circle to be the real axis), 
the division of the 0-plane into regions by the group is given by the 
accompanying figure (the upper half only being drawn). 




An inspection of the figure shows at once that 8 IP must be an 
elliptic substitution of period 2, or that 



Now 



(SE^y = 1. 



by the previously quoted equation ; but, since E~^ and 8E^ are elliptic 
substitutions, the two latter terms of the equation are identically zero ; 
hence, also, the first term must be. In this case, then, both the 
functions (5?, J"), corresponding to the fundamental substitutions, 
vanish ; and this is in proper correspondence with the fact that the 
closed surface, formed by bringing corresponding points of the boundary 
of Bq to coincidence, is simply -connected. 

Instead of attempting to treat generally the case of a group with 
elliptic substitutions, I propose to continue the discussion of the special 
case in which all the d (2?, J")'s vanish identically. 

The 0-f unctions, being integrals of the d {z, f7")'s, vanish identically, 
or rather, do not exist. 

The integrals of the second kind, i//„ {z), become in this case auto- 
morphic functions, which take every value once in each polygon ; and 
hence it immediately follows that they can all be expressed as linear 
functions of any one of them. It is both interesting, and will serve 

VOL. XXIII. — NO. 435. G 
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as some verification of the general accnracy of the preceding investi- 
gation, to prove this result by direct calculation. 

For this purpose I transform the product (a, z) (a\ z) in the 
following manner : — 



l + 8,)-'(y,a'+^,.)-y 1 _ 1 \ 

a aia+fi, aja^+/3y I aja'+0j ^ £i£±Ai_^)' 



^ 22 (y<a + 80-'(y,«+^,)-' 
y 
Now ^—hpilir^^eia,^^^) 

= fl (a, a)> 
since fl (a, J") ^ ; 

hence (a, «) fl (a , z) =0 (a, a ) fl (a, z)+0 (a , a) ^ (a, »). 

In reference to this formula it is to be noticed that the zero of (a, z) 
in the generating polygon is at infinity, and therefore independent 
of a. 

It has already been shown, in Section 5, that 

^.(z)=0(a,z,)--0(a,z), 

and therefore the formula just obtained is equivalent to a lineo-linear 
relation between any two \//-functions. If fche zero of the function be 
represented in the symbol by writing ypa {z, z^, instead of ^^ («), the 
explicit relation required will be 

The ^-function in this case corresponds to what Prof. Klein calls a 
fundamental function on a simply-connected Biemann's surface ; in 
terms of it any automorphic function, with a finite number of infinities, 
may be expressed rationally. Its analytical form is that of an infinite 
series. 

But a function with precisely the same properties may be formed at 
once from the integrals of the third kind, i.e., from the functions 
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Xfl,6 (2). For, since the ^-functions are non-existent, it follows at once, 
from their previously proved properties, that 

\y,a+a, Ay,6+a. V . 

is an antomorphic function witli the single zero a and tlie single 
infinity 5 in the generating polygon. The expressions here quoted 
are convergent infinite products, whatever the value of z^, the point 
z ^= Zq being that at which the function takes the value unity. If then 
Zq is taken infinite, the function 



on^^^'^ 



is the general expression for an automorphic function, which takes 
every value once in the generating polygon, in the form of an infinite 
product. 

The passage from the infinite series to the infinite product form 
may be carried out as follows : — 

Let x = \l/a(z^h); 

then jg^g (nz + ^d'' 

\yiz-¥^i ) 

and — — [ = / (^) ] has simple infinities at a and 5, and a zero of the 

second order at 00 , these being its only zeros and infinities in the 
generating polygon ; while also 



^(^')=<^"+ww- 



2 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



84 Mr. W. Burnside on a Glass of [Nov. 12, 

Hence it at once follows that 

=f[x...(-)]; 

or, on integration, . 

X = const. X e^*' « '^' 



= GU 



yiZ + ^< 



B»etuming for a moment to the more general case, if the closed surface 
formed as before by deforming the generating polygon is w'+l-ply 
connected, it is to be expected that n—n of the 6 (z, J")*s will vanish 
identically, and that, from the remaining n, a theory can be constructed 
in all respects similar to that of Section 4. That this is so in the case 
of any given group may be verified directly. If, among the funda- 
mental substitutions of the group, there are one or more parabolic 
substitutions, then, in order that the group may be discontinuous, the 
double points of these substitutions, which are singular points of the 
group, must be vertices of the generating polygon. It may be shown, 
in a manner similar to that used for the elliptic substitutions, that the 
functions d (z, J), corresponding to a parabolic substitution, vanish 
identically, and the preceding theory is generally applicable ; except 
that the vertices themselves, which are the double points of the para- 
bolic substitutions, must be reckoned as not belonging to the polygons, 
for, being singular points of the group, they are essentially singular 
joints of all the functions considered. 



10. Conclusion. 

The investigations of this paper arose in an attempt to extend to 
the case of three or more circles the problems solved in a previous 
paper " On Functions determined by their Discontinuities and by a 
certain form of Boundary Condition," which was printed in Vol. xxii. 
of the Society's Proceedings. By using the method and notation of 
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tliat paper, a series, defined by the equation 



z—a z—a^ z^Oi 






4-...-I- ^oi« 



may be formed, which, if convergent, will represent in the space 
external to w+1 circles, each of which is external to all the others, a 
function with a single infinity at a, and whose imaginary part has 
constant values at the circles. 

If Iz, ^ ^\ ... (z, -^ ^\ are the n linear substitutions equi- 

yalent to pairs of inversions at the circles and 1, and 2, ... Oand n, 

respectively, and [ z, — j J any substitution of the group formed 

from these as fundamental substitutions, it may be directly verified 
that the above series is 

and that it is therefore a convergent seiies, and does in fact represent 
the function in question. An indirect proof of the accuracy of this 
statement will be now given, so that the direct one, which, though 
simple, cannot be made very short, may be omitted. 

Consider, in the first case of the symmetrical group, namely, that 
for which the (w+1)*^ circle is taken as the real axis, the function 

where A, A\ and a, a' are conjugate imaginaries. 

Regarded as a function of 2?, this expression has entirely real 
coefficients, and therefore will take conjugate imaginary values when 
g does. 

Now let z be any point on the circle Op, so that z' is the correspond- 
ing point on Cy. Then, if 

AyP,(z)+A'xl;^.(z)=^P-\-iQ, 
bnt ^=^^^» 
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and therefore 

AiP„ (z) +A'yl,^ (z) - [Ailf, (O +^'^a' («') ] = ^0 (a, J,)+A'e (a, /,), 

or iQ = iAO (a, ^p) +i^'^ (»> *^p)' 

It follows that, at each separate circular bounding curve of the gener- 
ating polygon, the imaginary part of 

A^a(z) + A'yl^„.{z) 
has constant values. 

If, now, the transformation described in Section 7 be applied to this 
function, it becomes 

A(yh+Sy^,(z) + A' (yh,-^Sy\(z), 

where the i/r-f nnctions are formed with the substitutions of the new 
group, while 6, h^ are inverse points with respect to the (n+1)*^ circle, 
which itself is the result of transforming the real axis by the sub- 
stitution ( z, — ^t£ ] of the transformation. 
\ yz + S/ 

The relations between 6, 6© 8»nd a, a are 
or, since a, a' are conjng^te imaginaries, 



yb^+S y'b'+S" 



and therefore 



dbg db 



Finally, if A (y6 +S)* = B, 

and therefore, for any symmetric group, 

is a function whose imaginary part has constant values at n+1 g^ven 
circles (each external to all the others) and which has a single infinity, 
with given residue B, in the space bounded by them. 
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On substitating for the ^-functions by means of the equation 

and re- writing a and a© for h and 6^, the expression just obtained is 
at once seen to differ only by a constant from the previous function w. 
A reference to p. 352 of my former paper, already quoted, will show 

tbat Aq = J.'— "7, which is the necessary relation between the coefficients. 
eta 

If the point a is at infinity, so that o^ is the centre of the (n+1)^ 
circle, w = Ayp^ (z) +^'»^^a^ (2), 

or, written at length. 



w = 2 



and the real and imaginary parts of w will be respectively the velocity- 
potential and stream-function for a uniform streaming motion past 
the n+1 circles, the speed of the stream at an infinite distance, and 
the angle it makes with the real axis, being mod. A and arg. A, 

The n functions 0i, ^j ... 0„, the group being still considered sym- 
metrical, are the functions of z whose imaginary and real parts g^ve 
the velocity-potentials and the stream-functions for the n independent 
circulating motions that can take place about the n+1 circles, on the 
supposition that the circulation in any circuit enclosing all the n+1 
circles is zero. 

For, if K^, 1:, ... if„+i are the circulation constants for the w + 1 circles, 
connected by the relation 

then the function 'f 1 0i + 'a 0a + • • • + f n 0n 

is everywhere finite in the space external to the n-fl circles, while 
its real part is constant at each circle, and increases by k,. when the 
variable describes a closed path which surrounds the r^ circle once. 
But these are the conditions that u-\-iv should satisfy if u is the 
stream- function and —v the velocity-potential of the proposed circu- 
lating motion. 

The two examples just given will serve to show that the theory of 
automorphic functions of the first class may serve to elucidate con- 
siderably many two-dimensional physical problems. With resp'^ 
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the general problem dealt with in the previously quoted paper, viz., 
the formation of a function w with given infinities, such that the 
imaginary part of we*^^ is constant at the circumference of the circle 
Or (r = 1, 2, ... n+1), it will be found that, even when the differences 
df—d, are commensurable with tt, the terms in the infinite series for ta 
which contain the same exponential do not arise from one of them by 
the operations of any sub-group of the original group ; and therefore, 
that w cannot be represented as the sum of a finite number of i/r-f unctions 
formed from the substitutions of sub-groups in a manner analogous to 
that proved to be possible when the group arose from a single funda- 
mental substitution. 



Note on the Motion of a Fluid Ellipsoid wider its own Attraction. 
By M. J. M. Hill, M.A., Sc.D., Professor of Mathematics at 
University College, London. Communicated in Abstract, 
June 11th, 1891. Eeceived January 27th, 1892. 

1. In regard to this case of Fluid Motion, it was shown by 
Dirichlet that the particles which, at any instant, lie on an ellipsoid 
concentric, similar, and similarly situated to the external free surface, 
always do so ; or, one family of surfaces, which always contain the same 
particles, is a family of ellipsoids which move so as always to be 
ftimilar and similarly situated to the boundary. 

The following additional results regarding this case of Fluid Motion 
were recently communicated to me by Mr. A. E. H. Love. 

2. The particles which, at any instant, lie on a tangent plane to one 
of the ellipsoids concentric, similar, and similarly situated to the free 
surface, always lie on a tangent plane to this moving ellipsoid, and the 
same particle is always at the point of contact. 

3. The enveloping cylinders of the ellipsoids mentioned above, 
whose generators are parallel to the vortex lines, always contain the 
same particles. Hence there are two families of surfaces, viz., the 
ellipsoids and the enveloping cylinders, which move so as to contain 
the same particles, and are such that one particular member of one 
always touches one particular member of the other. 
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4. The planes which are conjugate to the directions of the vortex 
lines with regard to the ellipsoids always contain the same particles. 

1. — The ohject of this note is to express the component velocities 
in Clehsch's forms, viz. : 

h+x^, |x+x|^, ^+\^, 

Ox ox uy oy Oz vz 

where X = const., \\f = const, are vortex sheets ; and to determine 
X, A, i/; as far as possible. 

The following equations are taken from Basset's Hydrodynamics^ 
Vol. II., pages 96, 97. 

The kinematical condition at the surface is 

Ot Ox Oy Oz 

where F = (x/ay+(y/by+ («/c)»-l = 0, 

U := « +<i),y — WfZ, 

F = » +<!»,»— w,a;, 
W = w+WjX—Wiy ; 

g >,.(a'-fc')-2a'^ ...(c'-a') + 2a'.> 
„^ 6 a,.(t'-c')-26'f a,.(a'-fc') + 26'C ^ 

c r-fa* 6* + c* 

The condition of continuity requires that 
a/a+fe/6+c/c = 0. 
Also the following equations hold : — 

|(^/o)-^.(^a)-H,^(,/.)=0. 
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Then I find, hy means of a somewliat complicated analysis, the 
following values of x» ^> ^ ' — 

•i- an arbitrary fanction of the time ; 



"'(T^FU'" 



y\a^^V^c')\ab b a) J 

It is interesting to observe 

(a) that the surfaces if/ = const, are a family of planes ; 

(/3) that X is the velocity-potential of the motion dne to the motions 
of the enveloping case (supposed to be annihilated after the motion is 
set np), which have been described by Professor Greenhill in the 
Proceedings of the Cambridge Philosophical Society, Vol. rv., p. 4, so 
that 

X ^ = zn—y(, ^ 5^ = ixi—zi, X -^ = yi—xtj. 
ox oy dz 

The arbitrary function of the time is determined when the pressure 
is known at a given instant. 

The values of x> ^> ^ a^e ^ot fully known until (, ri, ( have been 
determined as functions of the time. 

This has been accomplished in the cases mentioned in Basset's 
Hydrodynamics, Vol. ii., Cap. xv., and also 

(a) when the ellipsoid becomes an elliptic cylinder, the solution 
being due to Lipschitz (see Grelle-Borchardt, Lxxviii., pp. 245-272) ; 
and 

(/?) when Oi = Oj = Qj = 0, and f = ly = 0, but f is a function of 
the time, the solution being due to Padova (see Annali delta JS. 
Scuola Normale Superiore di Pisa — Scienze Fisiche e Mathemaiiche^ 
Vol. I., Pisa, 1871). 
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n. — It does not seem worth while to gfive the analysis by which 
the values of x> ^9 ^ were originally obtained, as it is so mnch 
simpler to verify them as follows : — 

Putting J = |+Z7|+F|- + Tr|-; 

dt ot ox oy oz 

then, since 

"^ ^ ii a«+6' ^ c«+a« ' 

it follows that 

Bx rr a . 2a^a^ 2a«n, 

therefo | (./.)- ^ (,/5) + 1^ (./o) = 0. 

with two similar equations. 

Now, putting N^ = 26cQi/(&*+c*), 

jy^j = 2can,/(c=^ + a'), 

the above equations are 

I (xla)-N,(ylb)+N, (z/c) = (A). 

and two similar equations. 

It may be observed that £/a, iy/6, f/c, also satisfy the equations (A). 
Equations of the form (A) have been discussed by Riemann (see his 
Mathematiache Werke, pp. 175-176). 

They possess the property that, if X^, Yj, Zi and X„ Y„ Z^ be two 
systems of integrals (not necessarily distinct), then 



^^(X,X,+ Y,T,+ Z,Z,)=0. 



Further 



and two similar equations. 
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Hence Y^Z^—Y^Z^, Z^X^—Z^X^, X^Y^—X^Y^ are also integrals of 
the eqnations (A). 

Hence (1) — = ; for, 
dt 

x/a, y/h, zjc, 
Ija, ri/h, f/o 
being two systems of integrals of eqnations (A), 

|[(«/a)' + (y/6)'+Wc)']=0, 
|[({/a)«+(,/6)'+(f/c)']=0, 

Now X = [(*/a)'+ (ylby+{zlcy] [ (^/a)'+ (v/by+{(/oT] 

-[(«£K) + (y,/60 + K/c')]'. 

Hence -— - = 0. 
dt 

(2) Putting q, = (yi-zr,)/(hc), 

ft = (^S-«0/(ca), 

it follows that ^j, g,, q^ are integrals of the eqnations (A). 
The following algebraic identity is nsefnl : — 

= [(i/a)'+(,/6)'] (3j+<^,+2p. 

for V = o6c f (N^i/a+Nin/b) {(«/«)*+ (W^)'} "' d« 

-a6c[(i/a)»+(,/6)'+(^/c)»]-' 

X tan-' {{q,£fa-q,v/b) / [3. [(^/o)'-l-(.»/6)'+ (4/c)']*] }. 
Putting Qi = q»n/b-qi(/e, 
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and using two similar expressions for Q^ Q,, then Qn Qn Qt ^^^ 
integrals of the equations (A) ; therefore 

Also ^*=N,q,-N,q,. 

Then ^=abc(N,ila+N^lb) [(^/a)'+(.|/6)']-' 

?: {(«/a)'+('»/6)' + (f/c)'} +(3,{/a-3..»/6)'' 

The denominator of the last fraction is (g^+2j+^) {(f/o)'+ (1/6)'}. 
The namerator is 

= g. (-N.g.'»/6--N.gif/c--Nigi^/c+-Ni2»W 

-gi (-Njgi--Nig,) £/o+gi (■N.gj-.Nig,) i»/6 
= -K^i (-gi"g.f/c+2jJ/o+2j5/a-3,3,';/6) 

+-N, (g',>»/6-g,g,f/c-gig',f/a+3jil/6) 

= -Ni [(g^+g'.+g',) «/a-gi (g.£/*+g.'»/«'+g.W] 
+N, [(gj+gj+ff,) #-g, (g>f/«+g,V6+g.f/c)] 

because 5il/a+2s»»/6+g'jf/c = 0. 

Sabstitnting these valnes, it follows that 

dt 

4. The expressions for the component velocities may be verified. 
aHfc (T + a* 
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therefore 

= zfj—y(, 
^='-ahc[{(i/ay + {vlhy](yi:-zn)/ahc] 

= (ssri—yO/X; 

therefore u— -^ = X ■--^. 

ox ox 

Hence w = -X +X -x, 

d« daj 

And two similar equations. 

III. To obtain demonstrations of the results which stand at the 
head of, this note, the properties of the equations (A) mnst be 
employed. 

(i.) Observing that these equations are satisfied by x/a, y/h^ zjc^ it 

follows that 

(x/ay + (ylhy+ (z/cy = const. 

{This is Dirichlet's theorem.) 

(ii.) If «!, 2/1, 2i be the coordinates of a particle on the surface 

(«/a)»+(y/6)'+(Vc)»=0, 

36 the coordinates of a particle on the tangent plane to 
then «/«, y/6, z/c, and also xja, yjb^ zjc satisfy the 
; therefore 

J [xx^/a^-\-yyJV-\-zz,/c'] =0. 



dt 



Digitized by 



Google 



1891.] Fluid Ellipsoid under its own Attraction. 95 

Hence the particle x^ y, z always remaiiis on the tangent plane to 
the surface 

(aj/a)«+(y/&)«+Wc)'=a 

This is theorem (2). 

(iii.) The cylinder, whose generators are parallel to the vortex 
lines, enveloping the ellipsoid 

(«/«)'+ (y/6)'+(«/c)'=0, 

is [Waf+in/by+ii/oy] [(«/a)'+(y/6)'+(«/c)'-0] 

-[«{/a'+y,/i.'+«f/c']' = 0. 

».e., x-0 [(i/ay+iv/by+a/cy] = 0. 

But ^ = 0, I [(£/«)'+ (#)'+(^/c)']=0; 

therefore 

f^[[(^l<^y+(ri/hy+((/cy} {(x/ay+(y/hy+(z/cy^o} 

Hence the cylinders, whose generators are parallel to the vortex 
lines, and which envelope the ellipsoids 

(ar/a)»+ (y/hy+(z/cy = const., 

contain the same particles of flnid. 
This is theorem (3). 

(iv.) The planes conjugate to the direction of the vortex lines are 
x^/a^-^yri/h +zi/c^ = const. 

nt £ [xi/a'-hyn/h'+zi/c?'] = 0. 

Hence these planes contain the same particles of flnid. 
This is theorem (4). 
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Note on Finding the points of a given Circle with respect to a 
given Triangle of Reference. By John Griffiths, M.A. 
Received November 11th, 1891. Bead November 12 th, 
1891. 

The problem of finding the G points of a given circle, with regard 
to a given triangle, may be solved by means of the results obtained in 
Section 11 of my " Notes on the Recent Geometry of the Triangle." 

If the given triangle ABO, whose sides are a, ^, c, be taken as the 
triangle of reference, and x, y, z satisfy the relation 

ax-\-'by + cz = ayz + hzx+cxy, 

the equation of a circle can be written in the form 

\x-^fjiy-\-vz = 1. 

Again, a G point of a circle is a focus, say G, of a conic which 
touches the sides of the given triangle of reference, and has doable 
contact with the circle, the chord of contact being parallel to the 

line joining G (x, y, z) to the inverse point ( — , — , — ). 

\ X y z / 

This being so, it will be seen that for a given triangle a given circle 
has, in general, four pairs of G points, since four conies can be drawn 
to satisfy the conditions in question. In other words, a given circle 
belongs to four different sys^tems of G circles, if a (? system of circles 
be defined to be one in which every circle of the system has double 
contact with a conic touching the sides of the triangle of reference. 

If, then, we take \^-{■^ly-\-vz = 1 

for the equation of the given circle, and write 

f z= v(by + CfJi-'ay—4ibciuLv, 

g = -/(cX-haj/— 6)^— 4cavA, 

h =v (af^-\-bX—c)^—4iab^.|I, 
-onal coordinates aj, y, z of the four pairs of G points of the 



Digitized by 



Google 



1891.] 
circle ajre 



Q points of a given Circle, 8fc. 

^_i _ h\—afJi'\-C'\-h 
c\—av'\-h-\-g ' 



97 



6\— a4x + c+^ 
CA— av -1-6-1- gr 

a/A— 6X-hc-|-A ' 

_ av—c\'\-h-\-q 
bv—c/JL+a+f^ 



a/i— 6X-|-c + ^' 



y 



2 ' = 



together with the three other pairs obtained by changing the sign of 
one of the quantities/, g, h^ and leaving the other two unaltered. 

For example, let X = 0, /i = 0, and v = 0; then, taking /= a, g =:hi 
and h = c, we have 



and 



c 



b 



a b 

c a 



y- 



a 
b 



or, in other words, the Brocard points are a pair of O points of the 
ciroumcircle ABG. Similarly, by taking f^z — a, g—b, and h = c, 



we have 



» = -— , y=0, = oo; 





X = 



y= 00, 



= 0; 



i.e., G, B are a pair of points. 

The formules are much simplified when the given circle is a pedal 
circle, say the pedal of (a;, y, z), with regard to the triangle of refer- 
ence. In this case, the isogonal coordinates of the O points are 



», 



2/» 
z+x coaB 



X COB 0-\-y 



y cos J-H-g 
2/ -1-2 cos -4' 



zQoaB-\-x^ x-\-yGoaG^ 



x-hy G08 G 
acos G+y^ 



y+gcos^ zcoaB-\-x 
y coa A-^z* z+xooaB^ 

together with the four inverse points obtained by writing — ^ — ^ — 
for Xj y, z in the above. ^ 

VOL. xxiii. — NO. 436. H 
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For example, let the given circle be the nine-point circle of the 
triangle of reference. This is known to be the pedal of the point 
(2 cos Aj 2 cos B, 2 cos G) ; so that we have for the other O points 

(2cos^ ^, I), (A,2cosB, A), (|, £., 2 cos O), together 
with the inverse points (f sec^, i secJB, ^ secO), { i sec -4, — > — )> <Sw5. 

\ Ob Cb / 

It is easily seen that these two sets of four points are respectively 
concyclic, the first set being on the Brocard circle 

SfecaJ = a'-^&* + c^ 

and the second on the orthocentroidal circle 

S itJ cos J. = f . 

This result can be generalized as follows, viz., — Let 0, P dcDote 
the centre of the circumcircle and orthocentre, respectively, of the 
triangle of reference ABG ; S the point on the line FO produced, so 
that OH—PO. Then, if (», y, z) be a point such that the line joining 

it to its inverse I — , — , — ] passes through B, the points of 

the pedal circle of (aj, y, z), with regard to the triangle ABO, can be 
divided into two sets of four concyclic points, which lie, respectively, 
on the circles 

xcoaU+y aj-fycosO 

aj-^cosO+t/-^ ^ aj-' + 2/ cosO ^ v'^ v- ^ 

where J, jy, i denote the current isogonal coordinates of a point, or 

For example, the point H satisfies the required condition, viz., that 
the line joining it to its inverse passes through H", whose coordinates 
are 

_ 1 cos J.— cos B cos __ , cos JB— cos (7 cosJ. 
^ cos A cos B cos G ' cos A cos B cos G ' 

_ 1 cos G—coaA cos B 
^ cos A cos B cos G 
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The G points of the pedal of H are H and the points 
/, COSil — co8.Bcos(7 cosO cosB\ 
\ cos J. cos -B cos (7 ' cos4' cos J./ 
/ cobG I cos B — cos C cos A cos^ \ o^ 
\cosJ5' * cos-4cos-Bcos(7 ' cosJB/ 

Fonr of these O points lie on the circumference of the circle 

S £ sin ^ = ^ tan A tan B tan ; 
i.e., the circle described upon the segment FH as diameter. 

The four inverse O points of the pedal in question lie on the circle 
2£ tan -4 (cosil— cosJB cos 0) = 2 sin-4 sinJB sin (7, 

t.c., the circle described upon OH' as diameter, where and H' are 
the isogonals of P and H, 

The above results lead to various theorems, among which the 
following may be noticed, viz. : — 

(1) Let A'BiG' be a triangle which has the same circumcircle and 
Brocard ellipse as a fixed triangle ABG ; then the locus of one set of 
four G points of the nine-point circle of A!B'G' is a fixed circle, 
viz., the Brocard circle of the triangle ABG.* 

(2) Let A'B'C' be a triangle which has the same circumcircle and 
self -polar circle as a fixed triangle ABG ; then the locus of one set of 
four G points of the pedal of the fixed point H, with regard to the 
triangle A'BG", is a fixed circle, viz., the circle described upon the 
segment FH as diameter. 



On Clifford's paper " On Syzygetie Relations among the Powers 
of Linea.r Qiiantics" By Prof. Cayley. Eeceived and 
Kead November 12th, 1891. 

The paper in question, originally printed, Free, Land. Math. Soc^ 
t. III. (1869), pp. 9-12, is reproduced ISTo. xiv., pp. 119-122, of the 
Mathematical Fapers (8vo, Lond., 1882), where it is immediately 
followed by the paper No. xv., " On Syzygetie Relations connecting 

* With regard to this theorem, it should be observed that the Brocard circle of a 
triangle ABC is the locus of a point G whose pedal triangle has the same Brocard 
angle as ABC. [April, 1892.] 

h2 



Digitized by 



Google 



100 Prof. Cayley 07^ Syzygetic Relations among [Nov. 12, 

the Powers of Linear Qaantics,'* pp. 123-129. The author, after 

referring to theorems in M. Paul Serret's Oeometrie de Direction 

(Paris, 1869), proceeds as follows: — " B j the use of Professor 

Sylvester's method of contra variant differentiation, I have arrived at 

certain extensions of these theorems, which I now proceed to explain,'* 

and he then states his Theorem I. : In order that a system of N points 

in a plane should all lie on a curve of the order n, it is sufficient that 

the p^^ powers of their distances from an arbitrary line should satisfy 

a linear homogeneous relation, the number N being given by the 

formula 

JV^ = ian(n-h3)+i(/3 + l)(/3+2), 

where a is the quotient, and /3 the remainder of the division of p by 
w, so that p = an-\-fi^ and /3<w. And he then gives Theorem II., a 
like theorem as regards points in space ; and, further, two Tables, A 
and B, for the values of ^ corresponding to given values of n andjp 
in the two cases respectively. 

Theorem I. is incorrect for the first value of N in Table A, viz., if 
n = 1, p = 2, then ^= 5 ; the theorem here is : In order that a system 
of five points in a plane may lie in a line, the sufficient conditi<Mi is 
that the squares of their distances from an arbitrary line shall satisfy 
a linear homogeneous relation ; or, what is the same thing, if the 
squares of the distances of the five points satisfy a linear homo- 
geneous relation, then the five points will lie in a line. The right 
conclusion is that four of the five points will lie in a line. 

Before proceeding further, I slightly modify the form of the 
enunciation by defining (in the case of the plane figure) the power of 
a point to be its distance from an arbitrary line ; or, what is the 
same thing, t«> be the nilf actum of the line-equation of the point ; that 
is, for the point {x^, y^, z^) the power is aXi+fiy^ + yZi, where a, ft, y 
are arbitraty coefficients, or, if we please, line-coordinates. I say that 
o^'i-h/^l/i-l-y^i is the first power, (aXi-^-ffy^ + yZiy the second power, 
and so on. Clifford's Theorem I. thus is : If the p^^ powers of the 
N points satisfy a homogeneous linear relation, the N points are on a 
curve of the n*^ order. 

In the case w = 1, ^ = 2, we have five points whose second powers 
satisfy a homogeneous linear relation ; that is, if (a?!, y^, z^), ...(«5, y^, z^) 
are the coordinates of the ^ve points respectively, we have 

\ (ax^ + (^yi + yz,y.„ H-Xg (ax^^-hpy^ + yy^y = 0. 

It is implicitly assumed that the points are distinct points, and we 
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thus exclude such solutions as 

Here a, /3, y are arbitrary, and the relation is equivalent to the 
SIX equations 

AiOjJ ...-fAfiajJ = 0, 

y[ =0, 

z\ =0, 

2/1^1 =0, 

«,«! = 0, 

aH2/i =0; 

and hence, eliminating the X's, we have the relation 

«i, 2/b ^1, 2/1 ^1, ^1^1, ah2/i =^5 



2 

«4 

3 
»5 



viz., this means that each of the determinants, obtained bj selecting 
in any manner five out of the six columns, is = 0. This is a twofold 
relation, and thus it cannot be equivalent to the threefold relation 



a?!, «j. aJj^ 354, ^6 
2/1 



= 0, 



which expresses that the five points are in a line. 

But we see further that the twofold relation expresses that the five 
points are such that we can, through them and an arbitrary sixth 
point (ajg, 2/g, 0^), draw a determinate conic ; and this is the case only 
if four of the five points are in a line ; viz., the conic is then the line- 
pair composed of this line and of the line joining the remaining two 
points. The right conclusion therefore is that, if the above linear 
relation is satisfied, then four of the five points lie in a line. 

GlifEord's proof is rather indicated than carried out, but, from t^ 
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reference to conti'avariant differentiation, and from the second paper 
mentioned above, it must have been as follows : 

Starting from the linear relation considered a.s an identity in 
(a, /3, y), and operating npon it with pd^+qdp+rd^, p, q, r arbitrary 
coefficients, we obtain 

^1 (Pi»i-l-3yi+rzi)(aaji-f/5i/i + y^i) ... 

hence, determining the ratios of ^, q, r, say by the equations 

i>«4+52/4+ra?4 = 0, pxf^ + qyti+rz^ = 0, 

and, instead of \ (p^i + qyi-^f^i), <fec., writing Aj, &c., we have 

Ai (a»i+^t/i + y^i) + Aj (ax^i-Py^ + yz^) +A, {ax^ + fiy^^ yz^) = 0, 

a homogeneous linear relation between the first powers of the three 
points (a?!, y^ Zj), (a?j, y,, z^), (arj, y^, 2j), and we thus see that these 
points, say the points 1, 2, 3, are in a line ; and,' similarly, by different 
determinations of p^ g, r, that the points 1, 2, 4 are in a line ; and 
that the points 1, 2, 5 are in a line ; that is, the points 3, 4 and 5 are 
each of them in the line 12 joining the points 1 and 2 ; that is, the 
points 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 are in a line. 

But, if we examine the reasoning more closely, it appears that the 
first conclusion, 1, 2, 3 are in a line, depends on the assumption that 
neither 1, 2, nor 3 is in the line 45. Suppose, for instance, that 3 was 
in the line 45, the equations px^ + qy^-{-rz^=: 0, i^^s+ff^s+^^s = 0, 
imply px^+qy^-^-rz^ = 0, and we have 

\ (i>»i+g2/i-l-r^i)(aaji+^yi + y«i) 

or say A^ {ax^ + (iyi + 7«i) + A, (cur, + fiy^ + yz^) = 0, 

satisfied by (a^, yi, z^ = h (a?,, ij^, z^), Mj-f Aj = ; 

that is, by making the points 1 and 2 coincident. Thus, if 3 be on 
the line 45 (and similarly if 1 or if 2 be on the line 45), we cannot 
infer that 1, 2, 3 are in a line. 

I assume, therefore, that neither 1, 2, nor 3 is in the line 45 ; we 

here conclude, as above, that 1, 2, 3 are in a line. Suppose for a 

moment that 5 is not on this line ; 4 cannot be on each of the lines 

5, 25, 35, and 1 assume, in the first instance, that it is not on any 
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one of tbese lines ; thus the points 1, 2, 4 are no one of tliem on the 
line 35, and hence, by the like reasoning, 1, 2, 4 are in a line ; that is, 
4 is on the line 12, or, the points 1, 2, 3, 4 are in a line. If, however, 

4 is on one of the lines 15, 25, 35, say it is on 35 ; then it is not on 
25, and no one of the points 1,3, 4 is on 25 ; hence, by the like 
reasoning, 1, 2, 4 are in a line. In this case, however, 4 being, by 
supposition, on the line 35, can only be the point 3 ; that is, 3 and 4 
would be coincident, a case which need not be considered. The 
correct conclusion from the reasoning, thus, is, not that 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 are 
in a line, but that some four of these five points, say 1, 2, 3, 4, are in 
a line. 

It is easy to see that, if we have on a line four points, then there 
exists between the second powers of these points a linear homo- 
geneous relation. For let the distances of the points from a fixed 
point of the line be a, 6, c, d respectively ; and let the arbitrary line 
meet the line in a point at a distance r from the fixed point. The 
distances of the four points from the point are thus equal to r+a, 
r + 6, r-fc, r+ irrespectively ; and hence, writing k for the squared 
cosine of the inclination of the two lines, the second powers of the 
four points are= A;(r-|-a)*, &(r+&)', k (r+cY, k (r+dy respectively; 
and we have thus, between the second powers p^, p^, p^, p^ of the 
four points, tho homogeneoas linear relation 

Piy I, a, a* =^- 

2>„ 1, 6, ft' 

Pij 1, c, c* 

i>4, 1» dj ^ 

Moreover we can, in an infinite number of ways, form a linear combi- 
nation ■A.xP\-\' A.^p%-\' A^p^-\- A^p^ of these second powers, which shall 
be independent of r, and have any given value whatever. "We can 
therefore make this sum to be equal to the second power of any point 

5 whatever (not on the line containing the four points) in relation to 
the arbitrary line ; that is, given the four points in a line, and any 
other fifth point, we can establish between the second powers of these 
five points a linear homogeneous relation 

with non-evanescent values for each of the coefficients -4. We thus 
see how, to the linear homogeneous relation between the second 
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powers of the five points, there corresponds properly the non- 
symmetric relation ; four of the five points are in a line. 

The most simple cases are when p = w, viz., p = n = 2, N=6 ; 
2) = n = 3, JV=10, and generally JV= | (n-}-l)(w+2) ; and for 
these Clifford's theorem is easily verified. I have not examined the 
other cases, but it is probable that in each of them a correction is 
required. 



December 10th, 1891. 
Professor GREENHILL, F.R.S., President, in the Chair. 

The auditor, Mr. Heppel, made his report, and a vote of thanks was 
unanimously accorded to him for the trouble he had taken in verifying 
the several items of the Treasurer's report. 

Miss P. G. Fawcett, Newnham College, Cambridge ; the Rev. C. 
H. W. Johns, M.A., late Scholar of Queens' College, Cambridge, 
St. Peter's College, Peterborough ; Mr. A. E. Jolliffe, B.A., Fellow of 
Corpus Christi College, Oxford ; Mr. A. Larmor, M.A., Fellow of 
Clare College, Cambridge; and Miss L. E. Worsfold, M.A., Associate 
of Bedford College, were elected Members. 

The President paid a feeling tribute to the memory of his former 
colleague at the Royal Indian Engineering College, Cooper's Hill, 
the late Professor Wolstenholme, and gave a brief sketch of his 
mathematical work. 

The following communications were made : — 

The Equations of Propagation of Disturbances in Gyrostatically- 
Loaded Media : Dr. J. Larmor. 

Theory of Elastic Wires : Mr. Basset. 

Researches in the Calculus of Variations. — II. Discrimination 
of Maxima and Minima Solutions when the Variables are con- 
nected by Algebraical Equations, the limits being supposed fixed: 
Mr. E. P. Culverwell. 

Note on the Algebraic Theory of Elliptic Transformation : 
Mr. J. Griffiths. 
The Treasurer and Mr. J. Hammond made short impromptu 
communications. Messrs. Larmor, Basset, Kempe, Forsyth, Love, 
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S. Roberts, and the President, took part in the discnssions on the 
papers. 

The following presents were received : — 

*' EdudEitioiial Times ' ' for December. 

*' Journal of the Institute of Actuaries," No. clxiii., October, 1891. 

** The 5;ducational Review," Vol. i., No. 1. 

** Transactions of the Canadian Institute," Vol. ii., Part 1, October, 1891. 

'' Bulletin des Sciences Math^matiques,*' November, 1891. 

<* Beiblatter zu den Annalen der Physik und Chemie," Band xv., Stiick 10. 

" Journal de I'^cole Polytechnique," Cahier 60. 

" Beale Istituto Lombardo di Scienze e Lettere — ^Rendiconti/' Vol. xxni. 

" Atti della Beale Accademia dei Lincei— Rendiconti," Vol. vii., Faso. 8. 

<<Memorias y Revista de la Sociedad Cientifica 'Antonio Alzate,' " Tomo iv., 
Nos. 11 and 12. 

** Memoires de la Soci6t6 des Sciences Physiques et Naturelles de Bordeaux," 
Tome v., Cahier 2 ; Paris, 1890. 

**Bollettino delle Pubblicazioni Italiane,' ricevute per Diritto di Stampa," Nos. 
141 and 142. 

'' Die Vergrosserung des Erdschattens bei Mondfinstemissen," von J. Hartmann ; 
Leipzig, 1891. 

" Ueber die Reihenentwickelungen der Potential-theorie," von Maxime Richer ; 
€k>ttingen, 1891. 

** Die Clausius'schen Coordinaten," von L. Kronecker. 

** Observations Pluviomtoiques et Thermometriques faites dans le D6partement 
de la Gironde," Note de M. G. Rayet; Bordeaux, 1890. 



On the Theory of Elastic Wires. By A. B. Basset, M.A., F.E.S. 
Eeceived December 2nd, 1891. Read December 10th, 1891. 

1. When a thin wire, whose ni,tural form is any curve, is slightly 
bent and twisted, and the extension of the axis is neglected, the 
solution can be effected by means of a method originally due to 
Dr. Besant.* The stresses which act across any transverse section 
of the wire are six in number, aud consist of (i.) a tension T along 
the tangent ; (ii.) a shearing stress N^ along the principal normal ; 
(iii.) a shearing stress ^3 along the binormal ; (iv.) a torsional couple 

♦ Quart. Joum. of Math,^ Vol. iv., p. 12. 
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M aboat the tangent ; (v.) a couple Oi about the principal normal ; 
(vi.) a fleznral couple 0^ about the binormal. By resolving the forces 
which act upon an element of the wire parallel to these directions, 
and taking moments about them, we obtain six equations connecting 
the six stresses, which are sufficient to determine the latter, when the 
form of the wire in its unstrained state is given. These equations 
do not, however, enable us to determine the form of the wire in its 
strained condition. In order to do this, we require certain additional 
equations, which will enable us to obtain four equations connecting 
the displacements of any point on the axis, together with a quantity 
/3, such that dfi/ds measures the twist of the wire per unit of length. 
When the wire is inextensible, these equations, as we shall proceed 
to show, can be obtained by calculating the values of the three 
couples. 

We shall confine our attention to thin wires, the natural forms of 
whose cross-sections are uniform and circular. The term thin must 
be understood as meaning, that the radius of the cross-section of the 
wire is small in comparison with the radius of curvature of its axis. 
The only perfectly rigorous method of dealini^ with a problem of this 
character, is to start with the general equations of motion of an elastic 
solid, expressed in terms of some convenient system of coordinates ; 
to solve them ; and then to determine the arbitrary constants which 
appear in the solution, by means of the boundary conditions. But 
the mathematical difficulties in the way of obtaining a solution by a 
method of this kind are of so serious a character, as to render it 
almost hopeless to attempt to attack the problem in this way. Under 
these circumstances, the only course open to us is to employ an in- 
direct method, depending upon certain assumptions, which will now 
be explained. 

2. Let Q be any point on the axis of the wire, 
when undeformed. Through Q, draw three axes 
Qxy Qy, Qz, which respectively coincide with the 
principal normal, binormal, and tangent to the 
axis at Q, Let u, v, w be the displacements of ^ 
Q parallel to these directions. Our object is to 
express all the stresses in terms of u, v, w and 
their differential coefficients with regard to the 
arc 8 ; but it will be found, as we proceed, that it will be necessary to 
introduce the quantity )3. 

Let P be any point on the cross-section through Q ; let QP = r, 
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PQx = 0, so that 6 is the angle which QP makes with the principal 
normal at Q. Let «', v\ ti/ be the displacements of P, along and per- 
pendicalar to QP, and parallel to the tangent at Q, Then «', v', w^ 
are functions of the position of Q, and also of r and 0. Now it will 
subsequently appear that the portion Fq of v\ which does not involve d, 
is zero when P coincides with Q, but that Vjr is finite ; the quantity 
P is the value of Vjr when r = 0, and is evidently a function of the 
position of Q, such that d^/ds measures the twist per unit of length. 

Since u\ v', w' are periodic functions of 6, we may evidently express 
them in the form of series of sines and cosines of multiples of 0, and 
may write 

t*'= Uo+U^oo8e+U{ame-{' (1), 

where Uq, Ui ... are functions of r, and the coordinates of Q. Since 
none of the quantities can be infinite when r = 0, they may be ex- 
panded in series of powers of r, and we may write 

Z7.= «.+.f»+4r.^ + (2), 

where Uq, dujdr, &c. denote the values of U^, dUJdr, &c., when r = 0. 

The values of these quantities cannot be obtained by a direct 
method ; I shall therefore adopt a procedure analogous to that 
employed in my papers on thin elastic shells.* 

3. Let B be the traction, perpendicular to the middle surface, at 
any point of the substance of a thin elastic shell ; and let 8, T be the 
two shearing stresses, parallel to the middle surface, which tend 
to produce rotation about the lines of curvature of the latter. 
The boundary conditions require that B, 8, and T should be zero at 
every point of the free surfaces of the shell, jyrovided the latter are not 
subjected to any surface pressures or tangential stresses. At any point 
of the substance of the shell, JB, 8 and T are not zero, except in 
special cases ; but I have shown, in my papers on this Hubject, that if 
we are content with an approximate solution, which does not involve 
higher powers of the thickness than the cube, in the expressions for 
the kinetic and potential energies, JB, 8 and T are small quantities, 
which may be treated a^ zero, inasmuch as their retention would 
lead to higher powers of the thickness than the cube. In the 



Proe. Lond. Math. Soc., Vol. xxi., p. 33 ; Phil., Tram., 1890, p. 433. 
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case of a bent and twisted wire of small cross-section, let P, Q, 
B, /S, T, U be the stresses at any point P of the substance of 
the wire, referred to QP, an axis perpendicular to QP in the 
plane of the section, and to the tangent to the central axis at 
Q. The boundary conditions require that P, T and U should 
vanish at every point of the surface of the wire, provided the latter is 
not subjected to any surface pressures or tangential stresses. In the 
case of a naturally straight wire, which is bent into a plane curve 
without extension, the potential energy and the flexural couple are 
proportional to the fourth power of the radius of the cross-section ; I 
shall therefore assume, from analogy to the theory of thin shells, 
that the three stresses P, T, If are small quantities^ which may he treated 
as zero, provided the surface of the wire is not subjected to any surface 
forces, such as pressures or tangential stresses ; and provided also, that 
the approximate expressions for the energy and the couples, do not include 
any higher powers of the radius of the cross-section than the fourth. 

To prevent misconception, it may be well to point out that this 
hypothesis does not assume that P, T and TJ are actually zero. The 
subsequent methods of procedure are very similar to those adopted in 
my papers on thin shells, and it will be found that several results 
drop out, in the course of the work, which can be verified by other 
methods. 

4. We shall first obtain the equations of equilibrium in terms of the 
sectional stresses T, N^, N^, H, G^, G^, 

Let Q' be a point on the axis near Q ; let 0, 0' be the centres of 
principal curvature at Q, Q' ; let B<i>, Bri be the angles of contingcnoe 
and torsion at Q, so that QOQ'= ^<j>, OQ'Cy^ h\ let p, a- be the 
radii of absolute curvature and torsion at Q ; also let T-\-hT, N^-\-hN^, 

a?: 

y 




z 
&c. be the values of the sectional stresses at Q'. Let X, Y, Z be the 
components of the bodily forces per unit of length of the wire. 
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(3). 



BesolviDg parallel to Qz, Qx, Qy, and taking moments about these 
lines, we obtain 

as p * 

as a- p 

as <r 

ds p ~"' 
as <r p 

as <r * 

5. We mnst now find expressions for the strains, in terms of the 
displacements. 

Let tt', «', w^ be the displacements of P along QP, perpendicular to 
QP, in the direction in which increases,, and parallel to the tangent 
at Q. Since is measured from the principal normal Qx at Q, it 
follows that, if rH- 3r, tf-f^^, p^^ be the coordinates of a point P' in the 
cross-section through Q', then 

aar = e> + ao, and ogp = + ;50 -h in- 

Lettt' + ^ifc', v'+^v', w'-|-5i(;' be the displacements of P' along O'P*, 
perpendicular to Q'P', and perpendicular to the plane of the cross- 
section through Q' ; also let tt' + Aw', v'-l-Av', w;'+Aw;' be the dis- 
placements of P', parallel to the directions of «', v\ w\ that is, to 
0»', Qy', Q^- 

Then ^aj' = hr, ^ = r^d, hz = (f>-rcos0) 5^ (4); 

whence, in the limit, 

At/ du^ Av' dv^ Aw' dw* 

Bx dr ' 3r' dr ' hx d/r 



(5). 



Now u-\-Au'ldy\hy is the displacement, parallel to Qfc\ of the 
point whose coordinates are r, r^^, ; whence 

At*' = (t*' -f dw'/d^ . a^) cos ^d — {v + f^v'/dd . aO) sin 5* - 1*' ; 
•-"•^-gl^ ^=ff-^ (6). 
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Similarly. _=__+_ (7), 

d2/' ~ r do ^^ 

Let P' be a point in the plane OQ'P\ sach that 

Q'r=:QP, and P'Q'O^PQO. 

Then the coordinates of P' are r, 6—^ri, and f>50 ; whence the value 
of 5w' at P' is 

and similarly for Ev\ hv', 

"NoYr U'\'^uldz.h is the component displacement of P\ parallel 
to QP ; whence 

Au = {(u+ hi') cos d'-(v+ ^v) sin ^} cos ^ cos 

-h { (w 4- 5t*0 sin ^ 4- (v' + ^v') cos tf } sin -f («?' + ^w;') sin ^^cos $-u 

= Jtt +M;'costfS^; 

accordingly, ^' = l—(^^±.^+y,'oose) (9). 

•^ dz p^r cos 0\ dip a- dO I 

Similarly, At?' •=.lv —w' sin 5^ ; 

whence ^'= _1 (^'-.e. ^'.^'sine) (10). 

dz p—rcosd\d(j> a- d8 i 

And ^w = ^w'— (w' cos ^— «' sin ^) 3^, 

whence ^^ ^ S ^'- - ^^-(w'cose-t;'sin0) } ...(11). 

dz p—rcoBd{d<l> tr dd ) 

We shall find it convenient to introduce, in certain portions of the 
work, two new quantities /3 and y, such that 

v'=:r(i, m;'= (p-rcos0)y (12), 

so that )3 is the angular displacement about the tangent to the axis 
of the wire, and y is the angular displacement about a line through 
parallel to the binormal. We thus obtain the following equations 
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for tlie strains, in terms of the displacements, viz. : — 
du 

"=*: (13). 

- i dv' u 

f-VW^ir (14), 

^ = p-3;^^(^'--^*'«^«^+^'«-^) (15), 

a = 9-rQo^e dy ^ 1 dv^ P d^ ,, g. 

r de p—t cosd dt^ <r(p-rco8^) dJB ***^ ^* 

6= i ^"^ Ifp rcoDfl)^'^ P ^' (V7>i 

p—rooBO dip '-'^ ^ dr ar(p-rcose) dO '"^ '' 

c = ^'-«l + l^' (18). 

d/r r r dJd ^ ' 

6. The values of the three couples are evidently 
B.—nK \ar^drde, 

jO Jo 



) 



0^= \ I^'Bt^ sine drde. 



(?, = — Er^coaOdrde, 

where, in these equations, c denotes tlie radius of tlie cross-section of 
tlie wire. 

From these equations, it appears tliat the terms in a, wliicli involve 
6, contribute nothing to the value of H, since they disappear upon 
integration. Similarly, only those terms in 22, which involve sin 6 
and cos6>, contribute anything to the values of Oi, (7,. We may, 
therefore, in calculating the couples, omit all terms involving sines 
and cosines of multiples of higher than the first ; and we may also 
omit powers of r higher than the first, in calculating the strains, since 
such terms would introduce into the values of the couples higher 
powers of c than the fourth. 

7. Since all the quantities are periodic functions of 6, they may be 
expanded in series of sines and cosines of 0, the coefficients of which 
are functions of r and s. We may, therefore, write 

u'= U^-^UiCoaO+UiBme-^,.: 

v'= Fo + FiCO8eH-FJsin0 + ... (1^)' 

y = To -f Ti COS ^+rl sin «-!-.... 
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.(22). 



Let Uj 17, w denote the displacements of Q, parallel to tlie principal 
normal, the binormal, and the tangent. Then, when r =^ 0, 

which requires that, when r = 0, 

[7o = 0, Fo = 0, u=U, = -V{ (20). 

Similarly, when r = 0, 

v= Fo+F, = -Fo-f Fi= ITo-f l7I = -l7o+Z7I; 
which requires that 

Fo = 0, [7o=0, v = V,= U{ (21). 

Since U^, Fq vanish when r = 0, it follows that these quantities 
must contain r as a factor ; we may therefore write the first two of 
(19) in the form 

It is also necessary that the strains should be finite when r = ; 
and, on substituting the above values of u\ v in (13), (14) and (18), 
it will be found that this condition is satisfied. It also follows, from 
(16), that y must be of the form 

In (22) and (23), Uq, dujd/r, <fec., are the values of the quantities on 
the axis of the wire, and are therefore functions of s (or ^) alone. 
The values of e and / are 

•=-+^^+(S'+'S')'»"+(f+'^)"» w. 

^{^-iiM^-%)¥'' w- 
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Let (Ti, 0*2 be the extensions, at any point of tlie axis, along tlie 
normal (measured inwards), and the binormal. Then, when r = 
andtf =0, 

^ = <^i» / = o-a ; 

when r = and = ^v, 
when r = and = f «r, 



/=«^v 



Accordingly, we find that 



m- 






8. We must now introduce the conditions that the stresses P, T, ^ 
are small quantities, which, to the above order of approximation 
may be treated as zero. 

By (18), (22), and (26), the condition that [7=0 gives 

Since this equation must be true for all values of r and 6, we obtain 



d^^ 
dr 



= 0, o-i = <rj = «o> 



dr» dr»' dr* dr»,^ 

Equations (22), (24) and (25) may now be written 



(27), 



dr 



^ 



e= <r,+2r !p +r !^ oostf-r^sintf, 



.^. 



dt» 



dr» 



or dr* df* 



.(28), 



.(29). 



VOL. xxm. — ^NO. 437. 
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By (17), (23), and (28), the condition that T = gives 

(l+^co8«)Ufi + (l^-^)cos^+(l|? + -H:)sin«| 

\ p / L p dip \ p d^ or J V/OO^ or / ) 

+ (p-rcos»){f^+r^ + (y, + 2r^^^)cos^+(y;+2rf)si^ 

= 0. 

Since we neglect powera of r* in the stress equations, it follows, by 
equating the coefficients of r, cos ^, sin 0, to zero, that we obtain 

dr dr dr 

^Vo_ 1^ d^ 1^ ( ]^du_ v^\ 

dr^" p^ d(p p^ \ p d(l> <rr 

^' p\pd(p trr 

1 (\ dv _, u\ 
p \p d^ <rJ 

whence ^ = ^._ _ ^_a + _ ___j 

_Jlfi^_±Vose— ^(1^+^Uintf (30). 

p \p dt^ <rj p \p dtp <T I 

And therefore, by (12), 

. u? = w—zr- T^—r [ — - — cos^— r ( — H ] sin^..,(31). 

2p d<l> \p dtp p (tI \ p d<p <t I ^' 

By (16), (28), and (31), the value of g is 

r { d I \ du . w V \ . 7 ^ 

where <t^ is the extension of the axis along the tangent ; so that we 
have 0-8 = ;- (33). 

T^Tow P = (m+n) eH-(m-n) (Z+gr) ; 
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-(m — n) \ (Ti 



r r d / 1 du , w V \ , "1 ^ 



Accordingly, 

2mo-i + (w — w) o-j = 0, 



£^t«o_ 



cZr 



= 0, 



... (34). 



2m (gy — _L A / JL ^ 4. ?? — iL \ 4. o*!— 0*8 
m— TO dr^ p d<p\ p dfji p a- J p * 

2m d\ __ I d / I dv jw \ ^ 
m— w dr^ p d(}>\ p d<l> or J p ' 

From the first of these equations, we see that the ratio of lateral 
contraction to longitudinal extension is equal to (m—n) /2m, (Pois- 
son's ratio), which is a well-known result. 

We have now completely determined all the unknown quantities ; 
whence, denoting the right-hand sides of the last two of (34) by \ 
and fjLf and collecting our results, we obtain 



u' = ro-i-ftt cos e-\-v sin 6-1- ^^ . ^^ ^ (X cos 0+fi sin 0)y . 

4m 

V z= rP -h V cos B—u sin 0-1- ^^"""^^ — (\ gjn ^_ ^ ^os ^), I 

4m 



.(35), 



__ (m-n)r 



e=/=<rj-|- 



2m. 



(\ cos 0+/A sine) (36), 



whilst the values of y, w', and g are given by (30), (31), and (32) 

9. We can now calculate the three couples. 
By (16), (30), and (36), 

^r^(d§, I dv 
9 



\d^ p dtp or / 



(37). 



As we shall no longer require to use the value of c for the strain 

i2 
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given by (18), we shall henceforth employ this letter to denote the 
radius of the cross- section of the wire ; whence 



'H'.i 



2w 

ar^drdO 





Also, 



(39). 



, ^ ( 1 dfl . 1 dv , u\ ,oo\ 

(7i = n '' JBr' sine drdO, ) 

G^j = - r P' J2r*cos0 dr(i^, J 

Now B = (m+w) gr-f-(m— w) (eH-/) ; 

whence, by (32), (34), and (36), 

/3 — __ (3m— n) w?ro* CI d / I dv , u \ (i 1 ^^^v 

^^~ ^ Ip d<i>\~^ d4>^7) p 3 ^^^' 

/5 = (3m— n) n?rc* C 1 d / 1 du w ^ \ . o"!"" <ys 7 /a-i\ 

' 4w \ p d^\ p d<l> p a- 1 p ) '" 

Eqnations (38), (40) and (41) give the values of the three couples 
in terms of the displacements and /3. 

10. We have now obtained all the materials we require for the 
complete solntion of the problem, provided the wire is inextensihle. For 
if we substitute the values of H and Oi in the fourth of (3), we obtain 
one equation. In the second place, substitute the values of H, O^ 
(?j in the last two, then substitute the values of N^, N^, thus obtained, 
in the first three of (3), and eliminate T. This gives two more 
eqnations. We have therefore, three equations, which, together with 
the condition of inextensibility, give four equations to determine the 
four unknown quantities u, t?, w, /3. 

If the wire were supposed to be extensible, it would be necessary to 
proceed to a higher degree of approximation, so as to include terms 
involving r' in the expressions for the strains ; but the resulting 
equations would be of a complicated character, and would be of very 
little practical value, since, in most applications to spiral springs, we 
may suppose the spring to be inextensihle. 

11. The preceding method does not enable us to calculate the 
potential energy due to strain, even when the wire is inextensihle. 
In this case, the values of the strainH. eHveu by (36) and (37), are 
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proportional to r, and the resulting value of W would be 

where q is Young's modulus. It might, however, happen that e, /, gr, 
a contain terms involving sines and cosines of multiples of 6 higher 
than the first, whose coefficients contain the ^5^ power of r; and, if 
such were the case, these terms would not disappear on integration. 
The correct expression for the potential energy, when there is exten- 
sion as well as flexion and torsion, might probably be obtained by 
proceeding to a higher degree of approximation, but the work would 
be complicated. From analogy to the case of a thin plate, we 
should infer that the complete value of the potential energy consists 
of three distinct terms, viz. : — 
(i.) A term 

which is proportional to the square of the radius, and depends solely 
npon the extension of the axis, and not upon flexion or torsion. 

(ii.) A term depending principally upon flexion and torsion, but 
into which extensional terms also enter. These two terms are ana- 
logous to the first two terms in the expression for the potential energy 
of a thin cylindrical shell.* 

(iii.) A term involving quantities which depend upon extension, 
torsion, and flexion, and which disappears when the wire is inex- 
tensible. This term would correspond to the last two lines of the 
expression for the potential energy of a cylindrical shell ; an d its 
value could not be calculated without proceeding to a higher order of 
approximation. 

12. We shall now calculate the change of curvature due to strain.f 
Let Qg, Q, Q, be three adjacent points on a tortuous curve. Then, if 
^ and 1} are the angles of contingence and torsion at Q, the coordinates 
of Oi, relatively to Q, referred to the normal, binormal, and tangent, at 

Q, are ip^«, 0, p^ ; 

* FhiL Trans,, 1890. Equation (24), page 443. 

t When a wire or a surface is slightly deformed in any manner, it is evident 
that a number of expressions might be obtained, for various geometrical quantities 
rdating to the new curve or surface (such as the changes of curvature, torsion, and 
the like), in terms of the displacements u, t?, w. The subject is one of great interest 
from a geometrical point of view, and has been considered in a paper by Clerk- 
Maxwell, " On the Transformation of Surfaces by Bending," Trans, Camb. FhiL 
Soc, Vol. IX. ; and Sdentific Papers ^ Vol. i., p. 80. 
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powers of higher than if being neglected. The coordinates of Q, are 
obtained by changing the sign of f. 

Let 0„ 0, Oi be displaced to Ej, B, Ej, and let u, v, w be the dis- 
placements of Q, parallel to the normal, binormal, and tangent. Then, 
since we have to take into account infinitesimals of the second order, 
it follows that 



and 



«^^=7-|'=' 



^«'^> = 7-^='" 




where the accents denote diffei*entiation with respect to the arc 8. 
Whence, if u-^Bu, v-\'Bv,w + Bw be the displacements of Qi, parallel to 
the normal, principal normal, and tangent, the coordinates of Ej, 
relatively to B, are 

{(tt+^M)cosT; — (v + ^t?) sinij} cos ^ -h (w; + ^m?) sin^-h u =: «. 

Now hi = ^tt'-f-fs^tt", Ac, 

whence, substituting the values of Bu, n, 0, Ac, and neglecting| cubes 
of small quantities, we obtain 

\ a- p / \ p p* <r <r <r P P ' 

By proceeding in a similar manner, we can show that the coordi- 
nates of i^, relatively to JB, are 

^«4-^V, Ba-^B'g', Gs-^-a^, 



where 



A , V . W 



5 = /+«, 

p 



^/ _ 1 / 1 . ,/' u u 2v va , 2m;' wp' \ 
\ p p^ a^ <r <r p p^ I 

-ry iff* V , 2w' U(r\ 
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The coordinates of E„ relatively to JB, will be obtained by changing 
the sign of s. 

If ie' be the angle of contingence of the deformed curve, 

cos B,BB, = -cos Se- = -^^it ^^"/"^ ; 

and BI^^ = U*+S'+ (?) s'lp*. 

Substitating the values of A, A', &o., and redncing, we obtain 

JL-M' 
p- O'' 

J__J. = f^_« _2E' + H^^.w_He: (42) 

=i|-(i*f+ii_M_"«_«: (43). 

p (i<l> \ p cUp p a- 1 fr <r 

Comparing this result with (41), we see that when the wire is a 
plane curve, and is inextensible, the flexural couple is proportional ta 
the change of curvature. The more rigorous theory, developed in the 
present paper, accordingly agrees with the imperfect theory given ia 
the books on elasticity.* 

13. We are now in a position to obtain the equations of motion. 
Let h be the density, then, in the first three of (31), we must write 

Z—hvc^Wy X—hvc^u, Y—hvc^Vy 

for Zy ;K, and Y. 

If the wire were subjected to impressed forces, which are reducible 
to a resultant couple as well as to a resultant force, it would be neces- 
sary to add terms of the form N, I/, M to the left-hand sides of the 
last three of (3) ; whence, if the wire is in motion, we shall have 

- JV = h[[ ftr^drde = iTT/wj* A 

^M=^-^h[{wr^cosOdrdO= i""^' (^ + ^ ^ i) '^ 
* I am indebted to Mr. Lachlan for examining the analysis o* ♦^^'o oonHon. 
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aocovdinglj, the equations of motion are 



as p 

-7-* ' H — = hvcru—X, 

cu <r p 






dE_a^ 
ds Q 



= |irAc*/3, 



ds <r n ^ds p o*/ 
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.(44). 



M.. We shall now apply (44) to investigate the vibrations of a 
Gomplete circular wire. 

In the first place, the wire is capable of radial vibrational which 
depend solely upon extension. Here t& = t; = 0, and 

where a and c are the radii of the axis and cross- section respectively. 
Whence the equation of motion 

where p now denotes the density ; whence 

r = 27ra {plq)^- 

The notes yielded by these vibrations are of high pitch, and of not 
much physical interest. 

15. To investigate the remaining types of vibration, we must 
employ the general equations of motion. 

"■^ be the mass of the wire per unit of length, equations (44) 
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become 



^1 = Maw, 

dp 



d(i» 



+ r = Mau, 



d(f> 



= Mav, 



dE 
dtp 



— (?i = ^Mifali, 



also 



dw 



(45); 



d<p 



.(46). 



The values of the couples may be written 

^_ Mw? fdfi \ dv\ 
2pa \dij> a d^l^ 



0,= 



__Mqc^ (1 ^ 



^a 



(ii-4 

If we substitute the value of O^ in the sixth of (45), and then 
eliminate Ni^ T, and u, from the first and second (45), the resulting 
equation will involve u alone, and not v or fi. This equation deter- 
mines the fiexural vibrations discussed by Hoppe and Lord Eayleigh, 
whose frequency is determined by the equation 



^^ (ycV(/-l)^ 
^ pa*(^-hl)' 



.(47), 



where « = 2, 3, 4 ... . 

To find the period of the torsional vibrations, eliminate Oi and H 
from the fourth of (45), and we get 



-■» = »^ + ^$-4«'' 



(48). 



Eliminating (3^„ H and N, from the third and fifth of (45), we get 



4a* do' ^ 4a« ^^""^^^ cUp' 2a' dp 






.(49). 
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To solve these equations, let 

also let X = c/a. Then 

2a (pay-ns'-^-^q) B =z (2n + q)g'V, 
and 

jp(H-i^V)y'-^(2»+2«') j 7 = ^(2n+2)B; 

whence 

f>V (1 + jXV)jp*-i<c {2ni?+q + iW [2n (5' + 2)+g (2«»+l)]}i?* 

+ ^^(«'-l)' = ! (60). 

• From this equation, we see that the torsional vibrations consist of 
two distinct types. One type consists of vibrations of short periods, 
which are comparable with the periods of the extensional vibrations ; 
whilst the other consists of vibrations of long periods, which are 
comparable with those of the flexural vibrations. If we neglect 
powers of X higher than the second, the value of frequency of the 
vibrations of long period is given by the equation 






whence p^^2rMn^ 

Since ^nKq^p^Kp^ ; whence the periods of the flexural vibrations 
are slightly less than those of the torsional vibrations of long period. 
The gravest note occurs when tf = 2, in which case 

o ^ lSnq<^ 
^« pa*{8n-\-qy 

16. When a naturally straight or twisted wire is subjected to a finite 
deformation, the displacements u^ v, w are not small ; and it would 
therefore be unsafe to apply the preceding theory to the finite bendin*^ 
and twisting of wires, without further investigation. There are, how- 
ever, certain statical problems in whicli it is unnecessary to find the 
displacements ; and in questions of this character equations (3) may 
be applied under certain limitations. The equations in question are 
of a perfectly general character, and apply to the finite bending of 
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wires, provided p and <r are the radii and torsion of the deformed wire ; 
and, if the form of the axis of wire, when displaced, be given, p and o- 
are known quantities, and we may emplSy f3) to ascertain whether it 
is possible to maintain the wire in equilibrium by means of stresses 
applied to its extremities; and, when this is possible, the above 
equations will enable the stresses at any point of the wire to be 
calculated. If, however, the displaced form of the wire is not given, 
p and o- are unknown quantities, and (3) do not furnish sufficient 
equations to solve the problem of finite bending. But if the 
wire is a plane curve, both before and after deformation, and we 
assume that the flexural couple 67, is proportional to the change of 
curvature, the problem of finite bending can be completely solved. 

17. We shall now apply (3) to investigate the small deformation 
of a wire whose natural form is a helix, one end of which is fixed, 
whilst a weight W is attached to the other end ; and we shall neglect 
the weight of the wire. This is the problem of an ordinary spring 
balance, which is used for weighing meat, and for a variety of other 
purposes. 

In this case 

1 __ cos' g 1 _ sin g cos a 
p a * (r a 

Substituting the value of G^, from the fourth of (3), in the last 
two, we obtain 

(>^-^ + - = N, (51), 

^.+ f. ^ = _j^, = ^^ (52). 

as <r as as 

whence (?,+ -£.Jff = o- (JVj+TTcosa) (53), 

the constant being determined from the condition, that the couples 
must vanish at the end to which the weight is attached. 

From (51) and (53), we obtain 
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Substituting from (52) in the first of (3), we get 

r=TFsina-^--; 
P o- 

whence T= TTsina-icr (^4- — cosa+^f-V + "^) I • 

Accordingly, from the second of (3), 

This differential equation determines H; and the four arbitrary 
constants are found from the conditions that, at the extremity to 
which the weight is attached, 

JI = 0, 

Oi = 0, whence -^- = 0, 
as 

(tj = 0, whence -yr H cos a = 0, 

as p 

Ni = 0, whence -—^ = ^• 

These conditions are sufficient for the complete solution of the 
problem, and we can thus obtain the values of the stresses at any 
point of the wire. 

[Added March Uth, 1892. 

18. I shall conclude this paper with some observations upon Saint- 
Venant's theory of the torsion of prisma. 

The theory of wires which is associated with the names of Glebsch 
and Saint -Yenant, depends upon the assumption, that the stresses 
P, Q, U are accurately zero ; and this assumption appears to me to be 
a highly objectionable one to found a theory of wires upon. It is, of 
course, a legitimate subject of enquiry to start with the sapposition 
that these stresses are zero, and then to proceed to ascertain what 
forces must be applied to produce this state of things ; but an investi- 
gation of this kind is totally different from one, which seeks to base a 
theory upon an assumption of this character. The results of the 
paper show, that there are strong grounds for supposing that P, Tand 
~ -^ small quantities, which may he treated as zero, subject to the 
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limitations contained in the paper ; and I consider the trnth of this 
hypothesis to be as firmly established as is possible by an indirect 
method, which does not profess to be founded on a rigorous mathematical 
investigation, based upon the general equations of motion of an elastic 
solid. No valid reason exists for assuming that Q may be treated as 
zero ; for, since it is not zero at the boundary, there is nothing to pre- 
vent .its having a value, which would render it inadmissible to treat 
it as a small quantity. 

19. I shall now proceed to examine Saint- Venant's theory of the 
torsion of prisms. 

Let a cylinder, whose cross-section is any plane curve, and is 
bounded by two planes perpendicular to its axis, be maintained in 
equilibrium under the action of equal and opposite couples H, The 
conditions of equilibrium are the following (rectangular coordinates 
being used). 

(i.) The resultant of the stresses, which act upon any cross-section, 
must be equal to the terminal couple ; whence 

{[(Sx'-Ty)dxdy=H. 

[{Tdxdy=: 0, [f/Sfiaj(^y = 0, 

[ [ Eajrfajdy =0, Bydxdy = 0,^ 

where the integration extends over the cross- section. 

(ii.) At every point of the curved boundary, the normal traction and 
the two tangential stresses perpendicular to the normal must vanish; 
whence, if be the angle which the normal at any point of the curved 
boundary makes with the axis of aj, 

P^cos' e-\- Q sin' 0+ IT sin 2tf = 0, " 
1 (Q-P) sin 20-^ Ucos 20 = 0, - 
/Sfsin^H-rcos* = 0,, 



(1), 



.(2). 



(iii.) At every point of the substance of the prism, it is necessary 
that the displacements should satisfy the general equations of equili- 
brium of an elastic solid. 
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To satisfy these conditions, Saint- Venant assumes that 

u=—ryz, v=iTXZy w = r^ (3), 

where r is a constant, and ^ is a function of x and y alone. 
It can then be shown, that the general equations will be satisfied if 

■ s+0=» • (*)• 

Introducing the conjugate function i^, such that 

dfpjdy = dip/dx, d^jdx ^ — rfi///dy, 

the last of (2) requires that 

«A-l-i(a5'+2/') = const (6) 

along the boundary ; whilst all the other conditions can also be shown 
to be satisfied. The solution is, therefore, reduced to determining 
the velocity potential of a liquid, which is contained in a rotating 
cylindrical cavity of the same form as the prism. 

20. The merit of Saint- Venant' s solution is that, by a happy pro- 
cess of induction, he arrived at a simple and elegant method of 
solving a problem, which it would be exceedingly diflGlcult to attack 
by means of a general solution of the equations of equilibrium. The 
solution is, however, of a very special nature, and only applies to the 
case of a prism held in equilibrium by terminal couples. Moreover, 
the solution must not be pushed beyond due limits ; for if a long, 
narrow bar of india-rubber, or a steel wire, were held in equilibrium 
in this manner, it is obvious that, if the couple exceeded a certain 
magnitude, which depends upon the linear dimensions and elastic 
constants of the material, the axis of the bar would be deformed, and 
Saint- Venant's solution would no longer be applicable. It must, 
however, be recollected, that the solution of statical problems is not 
necessarily unique, in the sense that a solution, which satisfies all l^e 
conditions, is the only one possible ; for it frequently happens that 
when a system is in equilibrium under the action of given forces, there 
are several positions of equilibrium, some of which are stable, whilst 
others are unstable ; and it might very well happen that Saint- 
Yenant's solution gives a possible form of equilibrium, which becomes 
unstable unless certain conditions with regard to the linear dimen- 
sions and elastic constants are satisfied, and that a stable form of 
equilibrium exists, in which the state of things is altogether different 
that contemplated in Saint-Venant's problem. It must also be 
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borne in mind, that tlie general equations of an elastic solid, in terms 
of the displacements, only apply to small deformations, and that a 
deformation involving finite displacements wonld require different 
treatment. 

The assumption that P, Q, Z7are actually zero, or may, to a certain 
degree of approximation, be treated as zero, fortunately does not con- 
stitute a necessary part of the theory. It simply drops out as an 
incidental result. The essential feature of the solution consists in 
showing, that it is possible to satisfy all the conditions of the problem 
by certain given values of u and v, and a value of w which can be 
determined when the form of the cross-section is known. 

21. The infirmity of Saint- Venant's solution is, that it does not 
completely take into account the conditions to be satisfied at the flat 
ends of the prism. If, for example, the flat ends were rigidly attached 
to two planes, one of which is fixed, whilst the other is turned 
through a small angle about the axis, the conditions which u and v 
must fulfil would be satisfied ; but the value of w would have to be 
the same at every point of the flat ends. Hence the complete value of w 
must be some function of x, y, and z which becomes independent of 
X and y at the ends. If, however, the length of the prism is consider- 
able, in comparison with the linear dimensions of its cross-section, and 
we confine our attention to points at some distance from the ends, the 
error, committed, in neglecting the above-mentioned boundary con- 
ditions, would probably be unimportant.] 



The Eq^uations of Propagation of Disturbances in Gyrostatically 
Loaded Media, amd of the Circular Polarization of Light. By 
J. Laemoe. Received November 10th, 1891. Read De- 
cember 10th, 1891. 

The object of the following analysis is to investigate the modifi- 
cation produced, in the characteristics of the propagation of undulations 
in a solid medium, by a distribution of angular momentum throughout 
the medium. We may, to make the problem physically realizable, 
imagine an elastic solid permeated by small spherical cavities, in each 
of which a fly-wheel is mounted, and is given rotating, with angular 
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velocity whidi is not itself affected by any motions of the medium, 
bat which reacts against angular motions. 

The chief interest of such an investigation is as an illustration of 
the effect of a magnetic field in rotating the plane of polarization of 
light. The conclusion drawn by Sir W. Thomson, that this pheno- 
menon reveals the presence of rotation, or rather angular momentum, 
round the lines of magnetic force in the medium, is of deep significance, 
and has been one of the key-stones in the development of electrical 
theory by Clerk-Maxwell. It may also be of interest to compare a 
purely dynamical mode of treatment with the various hypotheses that 
have been in use to form a theory of the rotation of the plane of 
polarization of electrical waves, based on assumptions wholly 
electrical. 

The hypothesis of gyrostatic cells interspersed throughout the 
medium, though at first sight artificial, is a correct realization of the 
current views of the influence of ponderable matter on the undulations 
of the aether. Any exhaustive optical investigation must take cogni- 
zance of the mutual influence of the two interpenetrating media, the 
aether and the ordinary matter. The treatment of the ordinary 
problem of undulatory propagation under these circumstances is 
rendered obscure and hypothetical. But when once the results of this 
inter-action are ascertained as expeirimental laws, the superposition of 
an angular momentum in the material medium does not require the 
introduction of any further hypothetical element in the analysis, and 
its effects may be unfolded by ordinary dynamics. 

From the point of view of pure dynamical analysis, the problem is 
interesting, as forming an extension, which can be realized, of the 
dynamics of a continuous material system. Ordinary matter reacts 
against force simply by its mass or inertia, represented in the equations 
by a scalar coefl&cient ; matter gy rostatically endowed possesses, in 
addition, another coeflBcient of inertia, of the vector or directed type, 
representing the gyrostatic momentum per unit volume, which may 
be referred to as its rotary inertia. 

In the formation of the differential equations of an elastic solid in 
this way endowed, we shall follow the method of analysis which has 
been already illustrated in a discussion of the vibrations of a gyro- 
statically loaded chain.* 

As a preliminary, it is interesting to remark, though not essential, 
that the disturbance in a strained medium, due to a small cell or cavity 

* Froe. Zand, Math. Soe,, Vol. xxi., 1891, p. 423. 
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in it, is of a very local character, and falls off rapidly as the distance 
from the cavity increases ; thus the presence of cavities, interspersed 
so thickly that their distances apart are even small multiples of their 
diameters, will not very much affect the elastic quality of the medium 
as a whole. But, if the distribution of angular momentum connected 
with these cells were so intense that the forces produced by its 
rotatory displacements were of the same order as the stresses in the 
medium, these local disturbances would then affect the gyrostatic 
forces, and at any rate alter the coeflBcients in the results of the 
analysis which follows. In the optical application, however, the 
gyrostatic forces which produce rotation are extremely small, com- 
pared with the stresses in the aether; we may, therefore, consider 
that the components of the rotation of the embedded gyrostats are the 
same as the average components of rotation for the elements of the 
medium in which they lie. 

We shall find it convenient, in the first instance, to consider the 
medium divided up into right solid elements, of the type & ByBz. We 
take uvw to represent the components of the elastic displacement at 
the point asyz, and LMN to represent the components of the angular 
momentum per unit volume near that point. Thq cubic dilatation ^ and 
the components of the angular velocity (if«, o^y, (if, of the medium are 
given by the equations 

<s du , dv , dw 

__ 1 d (dv__dw\ — 1 J^ l^^^\ --i^/^_^^\ 

""'^^JtKdz dyl' '^''UtKdx dzJ' "''''^dtKdy dxl' 

The components of the couples produced by these rotations, applied 
to this constant angular momentum, are, per unit volume, 

These will make themselves felt by additional shearing stresses 
acting over the surface of the element &cByBz. In forming the equations 
of elastic displacement for the medium we are justified in replacing 
them by these shearing stresses. Thus, we may, so far as these 
rectangular elements are concerned, replace the couple 2^ by either 
of the stresses 

(TZ) = 2% or {ZY)=^2X 

(or partly by one and partly by the other), where (YZ) denotes ^ 
VOL. XXIII. — NO. 438. K 
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tangential stress in the plane perpendicular to Y, which acts parallel 
to Z^ and similarly for (ZY), 

To eliminate this indeterminateness, and to find the actual distri- 
bution of this stress, we have to consider volume-elements of other 
forms ; the consideration of an element of circular cross-section shows 
at once, by symmetry, that the component of this tangential stress 
round the circular section must be uniform, and therefore that 
{YZ)=%(ZY)=-^. 

We observe that when the gyrostatic quality is thus merged, and 
included in the elastic specification of the medium, the stress is no 
longer self -con jugate, in the sense that (XT) = (YX), when the 
medium is in rotatory motion. 

Denoting the elastic constants of an isotropic medium by A, and /u, 
so that A + Ja* is the compressibility, and /i is the rigidity, we have 
therefore the stress-components of the types 

du 



{XX) =X^ + 2/x 



dx^ 



{YY) = ... , (ZZ) = 



(^^>=''(S-^I)+^' (^x) = ...,(xr) = .... 



vdy 
(ZY) = ^ (l^+f ) -% (.^Z) = - , (^^) = -, 

wherein the shearing forces 2^, 2JR, 2J!1 are equally distributed 
between the tangential stresses, for the reason given above. 
The dynamical equations are of the type 



d(XX) _^ d(YX) _^ d(ZX) ^pd^u 



dx 



dy 



dz 



dt^ 



which lead to 






d?v 



in which ^JttJH have already been expressed in terms of uvw. 

It is clear at once that compressional waves are unaffected by the 
gyrostatic momentum. 

It will be sufficient for our present purpose to examine the case of 
onstant ; though interesting mathematical problems are pre- 
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sented by other distributions of angular momentum — for example, 
radiating from a point or radiating from an axis. 

When LMN are constant, we have 

dz ay dor 

ax ay dz 

and g4- = l4-+M^+N^ 

da- dx dy dz 

Expressed in full, the equations of motion are therefore 
,v , ^dh . _2 \n ^' d fdv dw\ d^u \ 

r\ X \ d(^ . r;2 iri d d fdw du\ d^v 

,, , ^ d^ . —2 ir* d d I du dv\ d^w 

The modification of the equations of a crystalline medium, produced 
by rotary inertia, is represented by the sajne new terms. 

The analysis may now be shortened, by taking the axis of the 
momentum LMN as the axis of aj ; so that M and N will be zero, and 

G— = L^. 
do- dx 

For a given wave travelling in the medium, we may take the plane 
of xy to contain the direction of propagation, so that djdz is zero, and 
then 

^^^^dx^^ ^ dxdydt ^ d^ 

^^^Uy ^^ ^^ dx'dt ^ df' 



^ ^ dxdtXdy dx) ^ df 



dy 

Or, still shorter, we may retain the general equations, and consider 
a wave travelling with its front at right angles to the «'^^'« '^^ -^ so 

k2 
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that d/dy and d/dz are both zero ; then 

^dx' ^ dx^dt~^df' 

/ (foj^ ■*■* dx'dt^^ de 

Of these, the first equation exhibits the wave of normal displace- 
ment propagated with unaltered velocity. The other two represent 
the wave of tangential displacement propagated with a rotating plane 
of polarization,* the coefl&cient of rotation being proportional simply 
to the component angular momentum at right angles to its front-f 

In the problem of reflection, whether for isotropic or crystalline 
media, the surface conditions are that the three components of dis- 
placement are continuous, and the two tangential stresses on the 
plane of reflection, as well as the normal stress at right angles to it, are 
continuous on both sides of the interface. Of these it is only the two 
tangential stresses that are affected by the gyratory terms ; one of 
them is increased by %^ and the other diminished by JC, when the 
plane of reflection is that of yz, where 

^ dt \ \dy dxT \dx dzl ) 

Thus, if the axis of resultant momentum is at right angles to the 
interface, the surface conditions are not affected by it. 

The difficulties in the way of the explanation of magnetic reflection 
of light, on these principles, are discussed in Sir W. Thomson's 
Baltimore Lectures, pp. 317-8. In the same work a compound gyro- 
static molecule is described, which operates by change of internal 
configuration, and is susceptible to influence from translation instead 
of rotation ; it does not require so great an angular velocity to produce 
in a small body the momentum necessary for finite effects. As this 
molecule has free periods of its own, it introduces dispersion, with 
respect both to refraction and rotation. 



• Froc. Lond. Math. Soe., Vol. xxi., 1891, p. 429. 

^ending law, for magnetic reflection of light from metals, has been 
48, Fhil, Mag,, 1890, (1), p. 269. 
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There also arises the problem of the reflection, at the surface of a 
magnet, of the electric waves discovered by Hertz. This is a real 
question of actual phenomena, of which the solution may or may not 
correspond to the optical phenomena when the wave-length is made 
very small ; though, if light waves run on all fours with the electric 
waves, we should expect a complete correspondence in this respect, 
owing to the smallness of the rotatory coefficient. The theory of 
electric propagation — whether as deduced by Faraday and Maxwell 
from the fundamental notion of an electric medium and the simplest 
formal type-equations that are consistent with ascertained phenomena, 
or, as arrived at in the method of Neumann and Helmholtz, by assum- 
ing the most general conceivable type of action at a distance between 
two electric systems and reducing to definiteness the formuleB so 
obtained by the aid of crucial experiments* — is, in its present form, 
not an ultimate dynamical theory. The dynamical conception of 
rotary inertia must therefore be replaced in it by some formal quality 
of rotational type, associated with the electric displacement; the 
verification of the existence of such a quality is a necessary part of 
the electric theory of light. As is well known, a rotational quality 
of this kind relating to electric currents in a conducting medium has 
been detected by Hall ; and its hypothetical extension to electric dis- 
placements in an insulating medium has been applied to the theory 
of electric waves by Rowland. The equations of propagation are of 
the same formal type as those given above. But when we come to 
consider the question of reflection, there is room for further variety of 
hypothesis. This problem has in fact been recently treated by Mr. 
Basset,t on the hypothesis that the total electric force consists of the 
electro-static and the electro-kinetic parts which fit in with Maxwell's 
scheme, together with an additional though small part depending 
for its origin on an external magnetic force, which cannot be said to 
have a natural place in an ideal simple scheme of electro-dynamic 
relations, but must rather be classed as a residual phenomenon of a 
higher order, as is the rotational property of quartz in the elastic 
solid theory of optics. It will be seen, on comparison, that the boundary 
conditions found in that way are not the same as those here obtained 
by referring the phenomena to an ultimate dynamical theory, in which 
it is essential that the stress shall not be discontinuous in crossing an 
interface. Whether the gyratory coefficient is due to a single rotator. 



* Cf. ProcRoy. Soc, Vol. xLix., 1891, p. 521. 
t Phil, Tram, 1891. 



Digitized by 



Google 



134 Mr. J. Larmor on the Equations of Propagation [Dec. 10, 

as taken above, or to a more complicated rotating system, the eqnations 
of propagation are tlie same in form, — at any rate, so far as they depend 
only on the angular momentum of the rotator, and are not sensibly 
influenced by its free periods. The gyratory terms in them, as they 
involve the time to a lower negative degree than the terms due to 
ordinary inertia, must, for purposes of boundary conditions, be con- 
sidered as derived from a bodily stress, and not classed with the inertia 
terms ; for the latter procedure would involve infinite accelerations at 
the interface. If the relations were deduced, in Green's manner, from 
an expression for the energy of the medium, this latter procedure 
would involve a distribution of energy over the interface, of finite 
surface density (that is, infinite volume density at the surface), which 
would take part in the propagation of the waves ; it may, however, 
be possible to express the surface-integral representing this distri- 
bution as a volume-integral, and so refer it to the medium as a whole. 
There is thus room for different types of boundary conditions, depend- 
ing on the structure of the gyrostatic elements. In the case of 
compound elements there would also occur the anomalous rotatory 
dispersion corresponding to the free periods of the elements; and this 
would affect the equations of propagation as well as the boundary 
conditions. 

This leads to, and is proved by, another remark, with reference to 
the three types of term, originally suggested by Sir Gr. B. Airy as 
competent to render an account of the optical magnetic rotation.* 
The case considered by him being that of symmetry round the axis 
of z, the equation of propagation may be expressed in the form 

where represents w-j-v-v/— 1, andP may have any of the forms 

(Pe ^ d^e dd 



'dz'dt' 'dt'' 'df 
or may include them all. 

Now the dimensions of jCi/p, icj/p, icj/p, considered as physical quanti- 
ties involved in this equation, are [pT'^l, [T], and [T"^]. Thus the 
first of these forms must involve a distribution of angular momentum 
throughout the volume ; while the second and third could only be 

* Maxwell, Electricity and Magnetism, Vol. ii., § 830. 
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derived from theories which involve the introduction of an absolute 
time-constant, such, for example, as a period of free molecular vibra- 
tion, thus verifying the statement of the last paragraph. The some- 
what exact correspondence between Verdet's experiments*, on the 
relation of magnetic rotation to dispersion, for a substance of simple 
chemical structure, like bisulphide of carbon, and the law deducible 
from the first of the three types of equations, is in accord with these 
considerations. 

In the same way the reversible rotatory property of quartz, and sugar 
solutions, requires an additional term in the equation of motion of a 
wave parallel to z, of one of the types 

and -j; 



dzdi^ 



where 6 = u-^vs/ —\, The first of these represents a coeflBcient of 

inertia of the type p + o" t", *•«•» one which, in the wave motion con- 
dz 

sidered, has a varying term which is a harmonic function of z. The 

second connotes a law of elasticity involving differential coeflBcients 

of odd order of the displacement. Of these terms the latter is thus 

the only one that can be derived from an elastic or other statical 

theory based on a symmetry in the medium ; while the former would 

require some sort of motional structure {i.e., the existence of steady 

forces arising from theinertia opposing unrecognised steady motions) 

to justify its adoption. 



On the Contacts of Systems of Circles, By Alexander Larmok, 
M.A., Fellow of Clare College, Cambridge. Communicated in 
abstract, November 12th, 1891. Eeceived 29th February, 1892. 

In his paper in the Proceedings of the Royal Irish Academy^ Vol. ix.. 
Part IV., Dr. Casey gave, in a very elegant form, as a relation among 
the lengths of their common tangents, the condition that four circles 
should touch the same circle. His discussion of this condition is by no 

* Maxwell, he, cit. 
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means complefce, and, in the subseqnenfc portion of tbe paper, after a 
proof that tbe. condition is necessary^ it is assumed to be sufficient. 

The condition is now well known, and has been incorporated in 
text-books of geometry, and discussed by various writers ; but I am 
not aware that anything substantial has been added to Casey's 
original treatment. 

I have attempted to give a somewhat exhaustive discussion of this 
condifcion, whether we look upon it as a relation among the common 
tangents of the given circles, or as a relation among their angles of 
interaection, and have shown, by purely geometrical reasoning, that 
it is sufficient as well as necessary — that it is not satisfied by any 
relation between the circles except this contact relation. 

The condition is then applied to the investigation of the contact 
relations of the eight circles which touch three given circles (due to 
Casey), and also of the eight circles each of which passes through 
three of the points of intersection of three given circles.* The latter 
case is also derived from the former by means of the polar transfoi'- 
mation on the sphere. 

From these results are derived the contact relations of the thirty- 
two right circular cones which touch three given covertical 
right circular cones, and of the thirty-two right circular cones 
which pass through three of the twelve lines of intersection of three 
given covertical right circular cones. Casey (loc, cit.) has shown 
that the former system of thirty-two right circular cones can be 
divided into a certain number of groups of four, each of which 
touches another right circular cone. By means of a transformation 
I have shown that a relation subsists for double this number of 
groups. 

From these theorems are then derived, by the theory of projections, 
the contact relations of the thirty-two conies having double contact 
with a given conic, and touching three other conies having double 
contact with this given conic ; and also of the thirty- two conies 
having double contact with a given conic and passing through three 
of the twelve points of intersection of three given conies having 
double contact with this one. The former system has been discussed 
analytically by Casey, but he has only detected half the full number 
of groups which possess the property under consideration. 

Several important particular cases of these general theorems are 
also noticed. 

* Communicated in abstract to Section A of the British Association, 1887. 
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We begin the discussion with the explanation of the nomenclature 
adopted, and the statement of some Lemmas which will be required 
in the course of the paper. 

The small circle on a sphere, traced out by that pole of a tangent 
great circle, to a given small circle, which lies on the opposite side of 
the great circle, will be termed the polar of the given small circle, 
and the small circle traced out by the other pole will be termed the 
antipolar. 

Two circles on a sphere will be said to have internal contact when 
they lie on the same side of their tangent great circle at their point 
of contact, and to have external contact when they lie on opposite 
sides of it. 

It is important to remark that the geometry on a sphere is more 
symmetrical and admits of wider transformation than geometry on a 
plane. The process of inversion by reciprocal radii vectores on a 
plane corresponds to simple projection from a point, of the diagram 
on a sphere, and in this connexion its fundamental character, as 
regards similarity of small parts in a diagram and its inverse, appears 
in its true light. We have, in addition, a symmetrical method of 
polarizing on a sphere, wherein each point is replaced by its polar 
great circle. But this increased facility of transformation introduces 
its corresponding difficulties. A great circle has, in fact, two poles, 
so that any diagram has two polar diagrams, which must be dis- 
criminated. It is this circumstance which constitutes the chief 
obstacle to the general application of the method. It may be re- 
marked that there is an analogous difficulty in the coordinate 
geometry of right circular cones. Thus, for example, the discussion 
given in Salmon's Solid Geometry, Art. 259 seq., of Sir Andrew 
Hart's contact theorem relating to circles on a sphere, is not valid. 
The demonstrations apply to cones, not to circles ; each cone meets 
the sphere in two opposite circles, and there is no r^'^f^^a r»Wo« ^4^ 
discriminating between them. The same difficulty oc 
in the treatment of small circles on a sphere by mei 
equations. 

It will be found that, for a transformation involvii 
tacts, the discrimination between the polar and anti 
although at first sight it seems a matter of great com 
effected by the use of the two following principles : — 

(a) If two circles have internal contact with ea 
polars have internal contact with each other (and 
have internal contact with each other). 
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(/3) If two circles have external contact with each other, the polar 
of either has external contact with the antipolar of the other. 

TJie Lemmas which we shall have occasion to use are the 
following : — 

(i.) If any point and its polar plane with regard to a qnadric be 
taken as centre and plane of projection, any plane section of the 
qnadric projects into a conic having double contact with the section 
of the quadric by the plane of projection. If any other plane be 
taken as plane of projection, any plane section of the quadric pro- 
jecta into a conic having double contact with the section of the 
tangent cone by that plane. 

When the plane section of the quadric intersects its section by the 
polar plane in real points, this proposition is evident ; and therefore, 
by the principle of continuity, it holds generally. 

(ii.) If two circles, on a sphere or in piano, are the inverses of two 
others with regard to a given point, they will all four touch each of 
a group of four circles which have a common radical centre situated 
at that point. 

Consider the general case in which the circles are plane sections of 
a sphere. The two circles and their respective inverses lie on two 
cones having their common vertex at the given point. These cones 
have, in general, four common tangent planes, which pass through 
their common vertex and cut the sphere in four circles touching the 
two given circles and their inverses. 

(iii.) Given three circles 1, 2, 3 and a point P, there is only one 
other point Q from which the tangents drawn to the three given 
circles are proportional to those from P, viz., the other point of 
concourse of the three circles passing through P and coaxal with 
1, 2 ; 2, 3 ; 3, 1, respectively. 

The straight line FQ passes through the radical centre of the 
circles I, 2, 3, and it easily follows that P and Q are inverses with 
regard to the circle which cuts them orthogonally. The eight 
tangent circles of I, 2, 3 consist of four inverse pairs with regard to 
their orthogonal circle. 

Hence, if P is on neither circle of a given inverse pair, Q is not on 
either. 

We now proceed, in efPect, to discuss, and in some measure to 
systematize, the very remarkable complex of contacts which bind 
* ^ ^he whole system of plane sections of a sphere, or quadric 
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surface, that are constructed on the basis of any three plane sections 
(and their three opposites) by drawing in succession other plane 
sections themselves determined solely by conditions of contact. 

1. If any four circles 1, 2, 3, 4 touch the same circle, a relation of 
the form 

12.34+14.23-13.24 = 

subsists among their common tangents, the common tangents involved 
being direct or transverse according as the contacts of the corre- 
sponding circles with the touched circle are of the same or opposite 
nature. 

Where it is necessary, in the following analysis, to distinguish 
between direct and transverse common tangents, their lengths will 
bejdenoted by symbols of the types 12 and (12) respectively. 

Let Ay B (Fig. 1) be the centres of two circles, that of a circle 




Fig. 1. 

touching them both externally or both internally at (7, D respec- 
tively ; PQ a direct common tangent, and E the external centre of 
similitude. 

Let p be the radius of the touching circle. Then, since ODB is a 
transversal drawn across the triangle AGE^ 

AO^AB ER, 
p BE 'DO' 

and, since OOA is a transversal drawn across the triangle EBD, 

BO^AB EG 
p AE'GD' 

Hence ^0-^0 = ^0-^1^ AB" _ EP.EQ AB^ ^ i* 
p" AE,BE ' GD" AE.BE ' GJJ^ GJJ^' 
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therefore ±. = ^^O^BO^ 

CD p 

where t is the length of the external common tangent PQ. 

When the contacts are one external and one internal, if we make 
use of the corresponding Fig. 2, in which I the internal centre of 
similitude takes the place of E, we are led to this same relation ; 
where t is now the length of the transverse common tangent. 




Fio. 2. 

Let Pj, Pj, P„ P^ be the points of contact of the circles with their 
common tangent circle (Fig. 3) ; then, by Ptolemy's theorem, 

P,P,.P,P, + P,P,.P,P,^P,P,,P,P,=:0. 

Hence, denoting by 12 the common tangent of the circles 1 and 2, 
12.34+14.23-13.24 = 0, 

where the common tangents are direct or transverse according as 
the contacts with the touched circle are of the same or of opposite 
nature. 

It is to be observed that the six common tangents involved must 
be either — 

(i.) all direct, 

(ii.) three direct and three transverse, 

(iii.) two direct and four transverse ; 

and that in the two latter cases their distribution must be according 
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to the types — 

(12) . 34 +(14) . 23 -(13) . 24 = 0, 

and (12) . (34) + (14) . (23)- 13 . 24 = 0, 




Fig. 3. 

respectively, where, as defined above, (12) denotes the transverse 
common tangent of 1 and 2. 

We also remark that the product affected with the negative sign is 
that of which the corresponding chords of contact intersect without 
being produced. 

2. If the circle 4 reduce to a point, we see that 

12.34+14.23-13.24 = 0, 

-12.34+14.23 + 13.24=0, 

or 12 . 34-14 . 23 + 13 . 24 = 0, 

according as the point 4 is on the arc 13, 12, or 23, respectively, of 
either of the circles which touch 1, 2, 3 all internally or all externally. 

If it be on either circle which has contacts of similar nature with 
1 and 3, and of the opposite nature with 2, then (Fig. 4) 

(12) . (34) + (14) . (23) -13 . 24 = 0, 

- (12) . (34) + (14) . (23) + 13 . 24 = 0, 

or (12) . (34) - (14) . (23) + 13 . 24 = 0. 
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If it be on either circle which has contacts of similar nature with 
and 2, and of the opposite natare with 3, then (Fig. 5) 

12. (34) + 14 . (23)- (13) . 24 = 0, 

-12 . (34)-14 . (23) + (13) . 24 = 0, 

or 12. (34)-14. (23)-h(13) .24 = 0. 





Fio. 4. 



Fm. 5. 



If it be on either circle which has contacts of similar nature with 2 
and 3, and of the opposite nature with 1, then (Fig. 6) 

(12) . 34+ (14) . 23- (13) . 24 = 0, 

-(12).34+(14).23+(13).24 = 0, 

or (12) . 34- (14) . 23 + (13) . 24 = 0. 




Fig. 6. 



These alternatives hold in each case according as the point 4 is on 
the arc 13, 12, or 23, respectively, it being regarded as a point circle 
lying on the same side of the tangent circle as the circle 2. 

3. Conversely, if any one of the relations which occar in the last 



Digitized by 



Google 



189 J,] Contacts of Systems of Circles, 143 

Art. subsist among the mutual common tangents of the circles 1, 2, 3, 
and the point 4, that point must lie on one or other of the two arcs 
of the pair of tangent circles of 1, 2, 3 for which that particular 
relation has here been proved to subsist. 

Suppose (Fig. 7) that P is a position of the point 4, on neither of 
the arcs 13 of the pair of tangent circles for which the relation 

12.34+14.23-13.24 = 

is satisfied. 




Fig. 7. 

Through P describe a circle coaxal with 1 and 3, and let it cut 
either of these arcs in Q. 

Then 12 . 3P-I-23 . IP- 13 . 2P = 0, by hypothesis, 
and 12.3QH-23.1Q-13.2Q=0, by Art. 2 ; 

also 3P : IP :: 3Q : IQ, 

since P and Q are on a circle coaxal with 1 and 3 . 

Hence 3P : 2P : IP :: SQ : 2Q : IQ, 

which is impossible, by Lemma iii. 

4. If a relation of the form 

12 . 34 ± 14 . 23 ± 13 . 24 = 0, 

(12). 34 d=(14). 23 d=(13).24 = 0, 

or (12) . (34) d= (14) . (23) ± 13 . 24 = 0, 

subsist among the common tangents of four circles 1, 2, 3, 4, they 
will have a common tangent circle. 

Take that circle, say 4, whose radius is not greater than that of 
any of the three remaining circles. With the centre of each of tha 
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remaining circles as centre describe a circle, whose radios is equal to 
the sum or difference of its radius and that of the circle 4, according 
as the common tangent of it and 4 is transverse or direct. 

These three new circles 1', 2', 3', together with the centre of the 
circle 4 (a point circle) form a group of four circles having the same 
mutual common tangents as the four given circles, so that the given 
relation is satisfied for this system, and it follows by Art. (3) that 
the centre of the circle 4 lies on one or other of a pair of common 
tangent circles of 1', 2', 3', and, hence, that 4 touches one or other of 
a pair of common tangent circles of 1, 2, 3.* 

5. To express the common tangents of a pair of circles in terms of 
their radii and angle of intersection. 

Let t, i' be the lengths of their direct and transverse common tan- 
gents, 

5 the distance between their centres, 

6 their angle of intersection (viz., the one which lies inside 

both). 

Then, for circles {wplano (Fig. 8), 




Pig. 8. 




a' = r»+r'*+2rr'co8fl 




= f«+^+r"-2rr' 




= <'»+»^+r^+2»y. 




Hence <' = 2r/ (1 + cos fl) a 
f''=-2rr'(l-cosfl),/ 






/J ^ 

or < = 2\/rr' . cos— 


(i). 


f' = 2^-1. v/;7. sin |- 


(ii-). 



* It will touch both circles of the pair if, in addition to the given relation, the 
Tcles 1, 2, 3, 4 have a common orthogonal circle. 
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For circles on a sphere (Figs. 9, 10), 

cos^s cosrcosr — sinr sinr'cos6 
= sin r sin r -\- cos r cos r' cos t 

from triaDgle OffP (Fig. 9) 
= — sin r sin r + cos r cos / cos f 

from ti-iangle OffP' (Fig. 10). 





Fio. 9. 



Fig. 10. 



Hence cos r cos r' ( 1 — cos t) = sin r sin r' (1 + cos 0) , 
cos r cos r' (1 —cos t') = — sin r sin r* (1 —cos 



«).| 
«).-' 



sin — = \/tan r tan r' cos — - 

*/ /I 

sin -— = v/— 1 tan r tan r' sin—- 



.(ii.). 



6. From Arts. (4) and (5), we see that the necessary and sufficient 
coDditions that four circles in piano should have a common tangential 
circle is, when expressed in terms of their angles of intersection, 

12 34^ 14 23 . 13 24 ,, 

cos — cos — ± COS -— COS -— ± cos — COS — = 0, 

.12 34 ^ . 14 23 ^ . 13 24 ^ 
sm - - COS — =b sin — cos — ± sm ~ cos -- = 0, 
2i 2i 2i 2i A 2 

sin ^sin^ ± Bin^sinf ± cos 1? cos ?^ = 0. 

By inversion- it is clear that this also holds for four circles on a 
VOL. XXIII. — NO. 439. L 
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sphere, and, in this latter case, the condition, when expressed in terms 
of the common tangents of the circles, is 

.12 . 34 , .14 . 23 _^ . 13 . 24 ^ 
sm - siller =^ ^^^"^7 ^'^'o' =^ ®^° TT sm— - = 0, 

. (12) . 34 ^ . (14) . 23 ^ . (13) . 24 ^ 
sm ^^— -^ sin — ± sm ^-^ sm — - ± sm -^-—^sm —- = 0, 

. (12) . (34) ^ . (14) . (23) ^ . 13 . 24 ^ 
or sm ^^— ^ sm ^—^ d= sm ^-—^ sm ^^— ^ ± sin — - sm — = 0. 

These conditions, in the case of foar circles on a sphere, may also 
be established directly, by following a method precisely analogous to 
that adopted in the case of foar circles in piano, 

[l am indebted to Mr. Lachlan for the following alternative proof 
of the condition, directly applicable to the case in which the three 
circles intersect each other in real angles. 

Let Xi, Xj, Xg, X^ be four circles whose external angles of inter- 
section are connected by the relation 

sin |wi2 . sin ^Wj^-j-sin ^w^^ . sin ^w,,— sin ^Wi, . sin ^Wj^ = 0. 

Let Y and Y* be two circles which touch X^, Xg, X, in the same 
sense, i.e., all internally or all externally ; then either Yor Y' touches 
X4 in the same sense as the others. 

Now two circles can be drawn to cut X2, X, at the same angles as 
X4 cuts them, and at the same time to touch Y in the same sense as 
Y touches Xj, X,. Let these circles be Xg, Xg. It is easy to see that, 
if Pg, Pg be the points of contact of these with Y, P5 and P^ will lie 
on opposite arcs of Y which join the points of contact Xj, Xg. Hence, 
if P5 be on the same arc as the point of contact of Xj, 

sin ^Wj3 . sin ^W86 + sin Jwig . sin |w28— sin ^o/i, . sin ^to^ = 0, 

or — sin ^ w^j . sin ^ Wgs -h sin | W15 . sin | w^j + sin | w^g . sin ^to^ = 0, 

according as Pg is on the arc joining the points of contact of Xj, Xj, 
or on that joining the points of contact of Xj, Xj. 

Hence, since 

sin ^(i>25 = sin ^w^, and sin Jwjj = sin ^Wj^, 
we mnst have sin J^o/jg = =b sin ^w,^ ; 
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the lower sign is impossible, since all the angles are less than tWo 
right angles. 

In the same manner there will be one circle, Xy say, which touches 
Y' in the same sense as Y' touches Xj, X^, such that 

sin Iwjjy = sin Jw^^, and sin ^Wj^ = sin Jwg^, 

and therefore sin Jwjy = sin ^uj^^. 

Hence w^g = to-^j ^ Wj^ or 2?r — Wj^ ; 

the latter alternative is impossible, since ^tt — Wj^>7r. 

Hence the circles X5, Xj cut X^, Xj, X, at the same angles as X4 
cuts them. 

Let X be the orthogonal circle of Xj, Xj, Xj, and let X4 be the 
inverse of X4 with respect to X ; then it follows that X5 and Xy must 
coincide with X4 and XJ. That" is to say, one of the pair Xg, Xj must 
coincide with X4. 

Hence X4 touches Y or Y'. That is to say Xj, Xj, X„ X4 touch 
another circle, each in the same sense.*] 

7. The eight circles which can be drawn to touch three given 
circles on a sphere, or in piano , can be divided into fourteen groups of 
four, each of which touches another circle (Hart and Casey). 

Let us assume that the three given circles intersect, as in (Fig. 11), 

The three given circles divide the sphere into eight triangles. 
Consider any one of these triangles, and the four circles related to it, 
as the inscribed and escribed circles of a plane triangle. 

Then, since these four circles, 1, 2, 3, 4, say, touch the three given 
circles as a, 6, c, d touch a, 0, y in Fig. 11, the following relations 



* It is interesting to observe that when Z4 cuts Zj, Zj, X^ at equal angles, the 
condition becomes 

sin J»i2 + sin ^wjs— sin Jcbj^ = 0, 

the interpretation of which is that T, Y' and Z4 touch each other at the same point. 
For, by inverting Zi, X^f Z3 into three equal circles, this condition reduces to the 
relation 

among the common tangents, which shows that these three circles touch two 
parallel straight lines, and it is clear that X4 inverts into a straight line parallel to 
them. Hence, in the original figure, F, Y and Z4 touch each other at the origin of 
inversion. — A. L. 



l2 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



148 



Mr. Alexander Larmor on the 



[Nov. 12, 



anbsist among their common tangents, viz., 



. 14 . 

sm ~ sm 

It 



. . 24 . (18) 
-t-Bin-^Biii " ^' 



.ri.^smlf) = 0. 



Bi.^«u.^+sin(Msinf-sinf)Binl|=0, 



Sin 



2 »*" 2 2 2 2 2 



^ . (14) . 23^ . (12) . 34 . (13) . 24 ^ 

Hence sm ^— -^ sm -— + sm ^^ sm — — sm ^-^ sm 7^- = 0, 

showing that the circles 1, 2, 3, 4 touch another circle, the contacts 
with 2, 3, 4 being of similar nature, and the contact with 1 of the 
opposite nature. 




Fig. 11. 



As there are eight triangles, there are eight groups of this species. 
Again, the eight circles which touch three given circles on a sphere 
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clearly consist of 1, 2, 3, 4, and their inverses 1', 2', 3', 4' with regard 
to the point of intersection of the planes of the three given circles. 

The six groups of four, viz., 

11'22', 11'33', 11'44', 22'33', 22'44', 33'44', 

consist each of two circles and their invei*ses with regard to this 
point, and therefore (bj Lemma ii.) are each tangential to four circles, 
i.e., to another circle in addition to the three given circles. 

8. The eight circles which can be drawn through the points of in- 
tersection of three given circles, taken three by three, can be divided 
into eight groups of four, possessing the property that each circle of 
any group touches four other circles . 

Let us denote the points of intersection of the three given circles 
by -4, B, 0, A\ B\ G\ respectively, and the point of intersection of 
their planes by 0. 

The eight circles in question are those circumscribing the triangles 

ABO, A'B^O\ 

ABCr, Asa, 
ABV, A'BCr, 
A'BC, Asa. 

Consider the six groups of four : — 

ABG, ABC, AB'G, AB'C, ASO\ ABC, 

ASa, ABC, ABC, AB'ff, ABC, ABC, 

A'B^C, A'B'C, A'BCr, A'Bff, ABC, AB^C, 

ABC, ABC, ASC, ABC, ABC, ABG^ 

Each of these groups consists of two circles and their inverses with 
regard to the point 0. 

Hence (Lemma ii.) the four constituents of each group touch each 
of a group of four circles. 

Consider the two groups : — 

ABC, AB'C, 

AB'G\ ABC, 

ABC, AB'C, 

ABC, ABC. 
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The angles of intersection of the circles in the former gronp are given 
by the following scheme (sbs may easily be seen from the fignre), in 
which a, )3, y denote the angles of intersection of the three given 
circles, 





ABG 


Affff 


A'BCr 


A'B'G 


ABO 
AB'C 




/3~r 


yma 


a~/3 


fi-y 




a+/3-»- 


a + y—w 


A'BO- 


y*a 


a + /3-ir 




f3+y-r 


A'BTG 


a«,/3 


a+y—ir 


/3 + r-a- 





and, if we call the circles, respectively, 1, 2, 3, 4, and snppoBO 
a>/J>y, it is easily verified that their angles of intersection satisfy 
the following fonr relations : — 

.14 23 . . 12 34 . 13 24 ^ 
sm —- cos "o" "^^^^ "2" ^^® "2" ""^^^ T ^^^ Y " ' 

.12 34 .23 14^ . 24 13 ^ 
sm— cos— -sin— cos— +sin — cos— = 0, 

-sin^^cosf +8in^co8f +8in|co8f = 0. 

-Bmfco8^+8infco8|+sin|cosf = 0, 

whence (Art. 6) the circles 1, 2, 3, 4 touch fonr other circles. 

In the same manner, or by inversion with regard to the centre of 
the. sphere, it may be proved that the latter gronp 

A'BO, 
AB'C, 
ABG\ 

touch fonr other circles. 
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9. The contact relations of tlie system of eight circles which pass 
through the points of intersection of three given circles can also, 
in the two latter cases, be derived, by the following transforma- 
tion, from those of the system of eight circles which touch three 
given circles. 

Consider the figure consisting of three great circles on a sphere, 
and their eight tangential circles. Each great circle has two poles. 
Let A, B, G be the poles of the three given great circles, respectively, 
which do not lie on the same side as the inscribed circle of the 
spherical triangle formed by them, and let A\ fi', 0' be their three 
remaining poles. 

The polar figure corresponding to the three great circles, and their 
eight tangential circles, consists of three great circles intersecting in 
-4, A', B, B\ 0, G\ respectively, and the eight circles passing through 
these points three by three. 

The inscribed and three escribed circles of the original spherical 
triangle touch a circle (Sir A. Hart's circle) the nature of the con- 
tacts being, in the case we have chosen (Fig. 11), the first internal 
and the last three external. Hence (Lemnias a, /3) the polar of 
Hart's circle touches the polar of the first internally, and the anti- 
polars of the other three externally, i.e., the four circles passing 
through the points 

ABG, 
A'B'G, 
A'BO\ 
AB'G\ 



Now we observe that the original spherical triangle has three co- 
lunar triangles, and that each of these has a Hart circle of its own ; 
hence, in the polar figure, we see that the four circles passing through 
the points 

ABG\ 

A'BG, 

AB% 

A'B'G\ 

touch the polar of the Hart circle of a co-lunar triangle ; and, ' 
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ing with regard to the centre of the sphere, that the four circles 
passing through the points 

ABX\ 

A'BG\ 

ABC, 

touch the antipolar of the Hart circle of a co- lunar triangle . 

Thus this system of four circles touches the polar of the Hart 
circle of the original triangle, and the antipolars of the Hart circles 
of the three co-lunar triangles. 

10. To find the radii of these four circles. 

The radius r of the Hart circle of any spherical triangle is con- 
nected with the radius R of the circumscribing circle of that triangle 

by the relation . t^ ^ . 

tan 22 = 2 tan r 

(Salmon, Solid Oeomeiry, Art. 261). 

Hence the radius p of any of the four circles, to which the circles 

ABC, 
A'B'G, 
A'BO\ 
ABV\ 

are tangential, is given by the relation 

2 cot p = cot rj, or tan p = 2 tan rj, 

Ti being the radius of the inscribed circle of one of the four spherical 
triangles ABO, A'B'G, A'BO\ ABV\ 

11. The sixty-four circles which can be drawn to touch three ^iven 
circles 1, 2, 3 on a sphere and their three antipodal circles 1', 2', 3', 
in such a manner that each touches 1 or 1', 2 or 2', and 3 or 3', can 
be divided into two hundred and twenty-four groups of four, each of 
which touches another circle. 
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Eight circles can be drawn to tonch each of the groups 

123, 1'2'8', 

12'3', 1'23, 

1'23', 12'3, 

1'2'3, 123'. 

The theorem of Art. (7) shows that th ese sixty-fonr circles can be 
divided into 8 X 14 = 112 groups of four, each of which touches 
another circle. 

Let us take, for considerations of symmetrj in the distribution of 
the contacts, the case in which no two of the circles 1, 2, 3 intersect. 

Let a, 6, c, d, a', 6', c\ d! denote the tangent circles of 1, 2, 3, the 
nature of their respective contacts with the latter being defined by 
the scheme 



1 


a 


h 


c 
int. 
ext. 


d 


a' 


V 


c 


d' 


ext. 


ext. 


int, 
int. 


int. 


int. 


ext. 


ext. 


2 


ext. 


int. 


int. 


ext. 


int. 


ext. 


3 


ext. 


int. 


int. 


ext. 


int. 


ext. 


ext. 


int. 



and let 

i, ii, iii, iv, v, vi, vii, viii denote their respective polars, 
i', ii', iii', iv', v', vi', vii', viii', their respective antipolars. 

Then a, fe, c, d touch a Hart circle, all internally, in the case we have 
chosen ; therefore (Lemmas a, jS) i, ii, iii, iv touch the polar of this 
Hart circle, all internally. 

It is also to be observed that i, ii, iii, iv do not form a Hart group 
in the polar figure. 

For, let a^fi^y^ a, j3', y' be the respective polars and antipolars of 
1, 2, 3 ; then, by the foregoing scheme, and Lemmas (a, /3), the natnrft 
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of the contacts of i, ii, iii, iv with a, j3, y, a', /3', y', is according to 
the scheme 



i 
ii 
iii 


a 


/3 


7 


a 


/3' 


y 






int. 
int. 


ext. 


ext. 


ext. 




int. 


ext. 




ext. 


int. 






ext. 


iv 


int. 


int. 









Thus i, ii, iii, iv tonch a circle, although they do not touch any three 
of the circles a, /J, y, a', /3', y. 

Again, a, a\ &, V (a Hart group of the second species) tonch a 
Hart circle in addition to 1, 2, 3. The nature of their contacts with 
1, 2, 3 is defined by the first scheme; whence the nature of their con- 
tacts with their Hart circle is inferred according to the scheme 





a 
ext. 


h 


a' 


6' 
int. 
ext. 
east, 
int. 


1 

2 


ext. 


int. 
int. 
int. 
int 


ext. 
ext. 
ext. 


int. 
int. 
ext. 


3 


Bart 
circle 



Therefore the polar of this Hart circle touches i', ii' externally, and 
V, vi internally (Lemmas a, /3). 

It is further to be observed that i', ii', v, vi do not form a Hart 
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group in the polar figure, for the nature of their contacts with 
a» /3, y, a', fi\ y is according to the scheme 



i' 


a 


fi 


7 
ext. 

int. 


a' 


H' 


y 

int. 
ext. 


ext. 


ext. 


ii' 


ext. 




int. 


V 


int. 


int. 


vi 


int. 




ext. 



Thus i', ii', v, vi touch a circle, although they do not touch any 
three of the circles a, /3, y, a', /3', y'. 

Hence, corresponding to each of the fourteen Hart groups of the 
circles touching 1, 2, 3, we have a group of four circles touching a 
or a', jS or ft\ and y or y', which touch a circle, although they are not 
tangential to the same three circles. Thus, the sixty-four circles 
which can be drawn to touch 1 or 1', 2 or 2', and 3 or 3', can be 
divided into 8x14 Hart groups of four, each of which touches 
another circle ; and also into 8 x 14 other groups of four, each of 
which touches another circle ; i.e., in all, into 224 groups of four, 
each of which touches another circle. 

12. By joining the circles in the last Art. to the centre of the 
sphere by right circular cones, we observe that : — 

The thirty- two right circular cones that can be drawn, with a given 
point as vertex, to touch three given right circular cones with that 
point as vertex, can be divided into one hundred and tw6lve groups 
of four, each of which is tangential to another right c* 
with that point as vertex. 

13. In the same manner, from Art. (8), we deduce tha 
The thirty-two right circular cones that can be dri 

given point as vertex, to pass through the twelve lines of 
taken three by three, of three given right circular cones 
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point as vertex, can be divided into thirty-two groups of four, eacb. 
of which is tangential to four other right circular cones with that 
point as vertex. 

This proposition may also be looked upon as a degenerate case of 
Art. (12), when the three given right circular cones become straiglit 
lines. 

• 

14. In the theorem of Art. (7), suppose the three given circles to be 
three great circles, and we deduce that : — 

The four right circular cones that can be drawn, with a given point 
as vei'tex, to touch three given planes intersecting in that point, are 
tangential to four other right circular cones with that point as vertex. 

This may likewise be looked upon as a degenerate case of the 
theorem of Art. (12). 

15. In the theorem of Art. (8), suppose the three g^ven circles to be 
three great circles, and we deduce that : — 

The four right circular cones that can be drawn through three 
given concurrent straight lines touch four other right circular cones 
whose common vertex is the point of intersection of the three given 
straight lines. 

This theorem may also be regarded as a degenerate case of the 
theorem of Art. (13) . 

16. The thirty-two conies that can be drawn having double con- 
tact with a given conic, and touching three given conies which have 
also double contact with this given conic, can be divided into one 
hundred and twelve groups of four, each of which touches another 
conic having double contact with the same conic. 

In the theorem of Art. (12), project the sphere into a quadric 
surface ; and the right circular cones become cones having their 
common vertex at the centre of the quadric, and having plane 
section with it. 

Apply Lemma i., taking the centre of the quadric as origin, and 
any plane as plane of projection ; the section of the figure by the 
plane of projection consists of three given conies, having double con- 
tact with the section of the asymptotic cone by the plane of projec- 
tion, and the thirty-two conies that can be drawn touching them, and 
having double contact with the section of the asymptotic cone by the 
plane of projection ; and the theorem enunciated follows at once from 
that of Art. (12). 
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17. The thirtj-two conies which can be drawn having double con- 
tact with a given conic, and passing through three of the twelve 
points of intersection of three given conies which have double contact 
with this given conic, can be divided into thirty-two groups of 
four, each of which touches four conies having double contact with 
this given conic. 

This follows from the theorem of Art. (13), by the method employed 
in the last Art. 

• 18. The four conies that can be drawn touching the sides of a given 
triangle, and having double contact with a given conic, touch four 
conies which have double contact with this given conic. 

This follows from the theorem of Art. (14), by the application of the 
same method. 

19. The four conies that can be drawn through three given points, 
and having double contact with a given conic, touch four conies 
which have double contact with this given conic. 

This follows from the theorem of Art. (15), by the application of the 
same method. 



Thursday, January 14^A, 1892. 
Prof. GREENHILL, P.R.S., President, in the Chair. 

Mr. Ralph Holmes, B.A., St. John's College, Cambridge, 
Mathematical Lecturer at King's College, London, and Mr. E. T. 
Dixon, Trinity College, Cambridge, were elected members. 

On the motion of Mr. Walker, seco;ided by Mr. Brooksmith, the 
Treasurer's report was unanimously adopted. 

The President drew the attention of the members present to the 
loss the Society had sustained by the death of Prof. Kronecker, who 
was elected an honorary member January 14th, 1875. 

The following communications were made : — 

The Harmonic Functions for the Elliptic Cone : Mr. Hobson. 
Some Theorems relating to a System of Coaxal Circles : Mr. 
R. Lachlan. 
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Note on Diricblet's Formula for the Number of Classes of Binary 

Quadratic Forms for a Complex Determinant: Prof. G. B- 

MathewB. 
Researches in Calculus of Variations (third paper) : Mr. B. P. 

Culverwell. 
Impromptu Communications were made by Mr. Elliott and Major 

MacMahon. 

The following presents were received : — 

''Beiblatter zu den Annalen der Fhysik und Chemie," Vol. xt., No. U ; 1891. 

** Atti del Reale Instituto Veneto di Scienze, Lettere, ed Arti," Vol. xxxviu., 
7th series, Vol. i., Pt. 10 ; Vol. ii., Pts. 1-9. 

** Physical Society of London— Proceedings," Vol. xi., Pt. 2, Dec., 1891. 

* * Nautical Almanac '* f or 1 895 . 

** Proceedings of Royal Society," Vol. l., No. 303. 

** Memoir on the Coefficients of Numbers," by B. Seal, M.A. ; Calcutta, 1891. 

** Bulletin de la Societe Math6matique de France," Vol. xix.. No. 7. 

** Rendiconti del Circolo Matematico di Palermo," Vol. v., Pt. 6, 1891, Nov.-Dec. 

** Archives Neerlandaises des Sciences Exactes et Naturelles," Vol. xzv., Pts. 
3, 4; Harlem, 1891. 

** Atti della Reale Accademia deiLincei," Vol. vii., 9-11. 

" Educational Times," January, 1892. 

** Annals of Mathematics," Vol. vi., No. 3. 

"Journal of College of Science, Japan," Vol. iv., Pt. 2 ; Tokyo, 1891. 

** Engineering Review," Vol. i., No. 8, Dec. 6th, 1891. 

** Acta Mathematica," xv., 3, 4. 

" Transactions of Royal Irish Academy," Vol. xxix., Pt. 17. 

** Cay ley, Mathematical Papers," Vol. iv. (2 copies). 

** Atti della R. Accademia di Napoli," 2nd Series, Vol. iv. j Napoli, 1891. 

** Washington Observations, made during the year 1886, at the U. S. Naval 
Observatory;" Washington, 1891. 

"Die Willkurlichen Functionen in der Mathematischen Physik — Inaugural- 
Dissertation zur Erlangung der Doctorwiirde, zu Konigsberg i. Pr." (24 Okt., 
1891), von Arnold Sommerfeld ; Konigsberg in Pr., 1891. 

** The Mathematical Magazine : a Journal of Elementary and Higher Mathe- 
matics," edited by A. Martin, Ph.D., Vol. ii., No. 5, Oct., 1891 ; Washington, 
1891. 

** A Direct and General Method of Finding the Approximate Values of the Real 
Roots of Numerical Equations to any Degree of Accuracy," by J. W. Nicholson, 
A.M. ; New Orleans, 1891. 

**The Life-Romance of an Algebraist," by George Winslow Pierce ; Boston, 
1891. From the Author. 
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Note on Dirichlet^tf Formula for the Number of Glasses of Binary 
Quadratic Forms for a Complex Determinant. By Professor 
G. B. Mathews. Read January 14th, 1892. Received, in 
amended form, February 15th, 1892. 

In the memoir on binary quadratic forms with complex coefficients 
(Grellef xxiv., p. 291, or Werhe^ i., p. 612), Dirichlet has given a 
formula for the number of classes for a given determinant D, In 
the simplest case, when the determinant is not divisible by any 
square, and i)=a^.)3^, 

with a = 1 (mod. 4), /3 = (mod. 2), 

the formula in question reduces to 

,^8m^/Xa+^V 1 
irloga- \ m I >r-\-v* 



nan 



where m = a*+/?, |D| = + x/a'+iSS {^^^±^\ is a Legend 

symbol of reciprocity, and \, v assume all real integral values, such 

*^* X = 1 (mod 4), V = (mod. 2). 

Moreover, o- denotes the norm of (T-f- JJy/I)\ where (T, JJ) is the 
fundamental solution of 

Dirichlet observes that the value of h may be expressed in finite 
terms by means of the elliptic functions of modulus -v/^, and then 
proceeds to say that although the result may be obtained without any 
difficulty, the appreciation of its true character depends upon the 
algebraical theory of the division of the period for these particular 
transcendents, the discussion of which he reserves for the second 
part of the memoir. This second part was never published, if indeed 
it was ever written ; and I am not aware that, anything has been 
done towards, completing Dirichlet's investigation on the lines that 
he has indicated. In the following note, the explicit value of /i, in 
terms of elliptic functions, is obtained by elementary methods for the 
particular case above given ; there would be no particular difficulty 
in treating the other cases in a similar manner. 
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If r denotes e^*^*"*, then, by a formula due to Qauss (^Summatio 
quammdam serierum, &c.), 

[c=l,2,3...(m-l)], 

(k \ 
— J is to be put equal to zero, when k is 

not prime to m. 

and this is easily transformed into 



^ = 



IT 



2\akn' 2vfihft 
cos COB — ^ — 

logcr \m) X' + v* 



where X now assumes all positive odd values, and y all positive even 
values ; and it is understood that when v = 0, the corresponding term 
of the series is multiplied by ^ instead of 1. 

Now consider the elliptic functions for which 

E: = K, ic = ic' = yi, 3 = 6-'; 

then (Jacobi, Werke, i., p. 155), 

1 d ?:^— 1 / f I 2 cos 2a; , 2 cos 6x . 
V sinh «■ 3sinh3Tr 

Write successively 

and add; thus log i dn^^^lM^dn Meii^^ 

4coBh^ „ 4co8h^ „ 

= log «: H r-r cos -f -————cos + ... 

Sinn IT m S sinh Sn- m 

Changing /3 into -^ /5, = /?' say, and making use of the formula 



dn (u'-iK') = 



ten t^ 
snw 
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constant -flog 



r en 2(a±^i>^cn 2(^=^M1 

Wr til 

^^ 2(a+/3t)ir ^^ 2(a-i3t)g 



4 cosh -^ . 4 cosli -^ 

= log'f+ ^ 'COS. + -K-T-T-^— cos +. 

Sinn w m 3 siun Sir m 



Adding this to the previous formula, and writing, for convenience, 
we have 



snu 



sinhir 



cos- 



. 2ax 



4 ^ cosh — ^ -hcosh -^— f _ 



cos ^^ + . 



3sinh3ir 
where is a constant. 

Now (Todhunter's Int, Gale, p. 300, 4th edition), 

coshg(7r--a;)4-co8h oa ;_ 2 f J^ , 2 cos 2a; , 2 cos 4a? 



a sinh a^r 
consequently 



_ 2 C 1 2ooa2g 2cob4i8 \ 



= 0+^1-^ 

IT 



/, 2008^1 2C08^ 1 , 

i J- . m m , I ^^^ 2air 

^ I 2.cos--^ 2cos.-tL- -^ 
I o i J^ J m , m , l«^„6air 

+ ^l3f+ 2'+3' +-?^3^+-p'^ 
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Comparing this with the expression for fe, and observing that, for a 
complete set of residues, 5 ( — ) = 0, so that need not be determined, 
we find that 

[fc = l^,3...(m-l)]. 

If a stands for a quadratic residue of m, and h for a non-residue, we 
may write 

/ a{a+l3i)K \ ^ / a(a-fii)K \ 

Mog.-log , ,^,+fU)K ^ ^ b(a-fii)K ^^ 

It is interesting to see that we. thus obtain, in. an. elliptic function 
form, an expression for 

where (T*, TJj) is a solution of T^—DU^ = 1. 

Objections might no doubt be raised to the details of the preceding 
analysis ; in fact, it cannot be said to be rigorous ; still I believe the 
result is C9rrect, and that the process may be justified to some extent 
by observing that the transcendental series equated to each other 
present exactly the same kind of discontinuities at the same critical 
points. 

It ought to 1;>e said that the series for h in its first form is similar 
to those considered by Kronecker (Berlin Sitzungsher., July, 1885), 
so that the result finally obtained ought to agree with his results 
(Z.C., p. 764) ; but, on account of the difference of notation, and the 
fact that Dirichlet's X, v do not agree with Kronecker' s m, n, the 
identification is very troublesome. 

Anyone who is inclined to undertake a numerical verification might 
consult with advantage Schwering's memoir on the " Multiplication 
of the Lemniscate Function " ' {Crelle, cvii., p. 196) ; it should be 
observed, however, that Schwering's sn u does not correspond to the 
snt6 of the present note, but is Ghbuss's sinlemn u. 
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Thursday, February llth, 1892. 

Professor GRBENHILL, P.R.S., President, in the Chair. 

Messrs. B. T. Dixon and R. Holmes were admitted into the. 
Society. Mr. James William Nicholson, M. A., President and Professor 
of Mathematics, Lonisiana State University, U.S.A., was elected a 
member. 

The following communications were made : — 

On the Logical Foundations of Applied Mathematical Science : 
Mr. Dixon. 

Note on the inadmissibility of the usual reasoning by which it 
appears that the Limiting Value of the Ratio of two Infinite 
Functions is the same as the ratio of their first derived, with 
instances in which the result obtained by it is erroneous : Mr. 
Culverwell. 

On Saint- Venant's Torsion of Prisms : Mr. Basset. 

The following presents were received : — 

"Proceedings of the Mathematical Society of Edinburgh,'* Vols, ii., in., iv., 

v., VI., VIII., IX. 

'* Beiblatter zn den Annalen der Physik und Ghemie," Band xv., St. 12, 1891 
Band xvi., St. 1, 1892. 

•* Royal Society— Proceedings," Vol. l.. No. 304, January, 1892. 

** Nyt Tidsskrift for Mathematik," B. Anden Aargang, Nos. 2, 3, 4. 

"Leipzig. Gesells. der Wissenschaften — Berichte fiber die Verhandlnngen," 
Math. Phys. Classe, 1891, in. 

"Bulletin des Sciences Mathematiques,'' 2« Serie, Tome xv., December, 1891. 

" Leipzig. Gesells. der Wissenschaften — XJeber einen eigenthiimlichen Fall 
Elektrodynamischer Induction," ii. 

" Educational Times," February, 1892. 

"Atti della R. Accad. dei Lincei—Rendiconti," Vol. vii., Fasc. 12, e Indice 
del Volume, 2° Semestre, 1891 ; Roma. 

" Cambridge Philosophical Society— Proceedings," Vol. vii., Pt. 6.; "Trans- 
actions," Vol. XV., Pt. 2. 

" Toulouse— Annales de la Faculty dies Sciences," Tome v., 1891, Fasc. 3, 4. 

"Napoli — Rendiconto dell' Accademia delle Scienze Fisiche e Matematiche,"' 
Serie 2, Vol. v., Fasc. 1-12,. 189J. 

" Surveyor," Vol. i., Nos. 1, 2, 3, 1892. 

" (Euvres Completes de Christiaan Huygens," Vol. iv. ; Le Haye, 1891. 

" Royal Society's Catalogue of Scientific Papers," 1874-1883, Vol. ix. 

•* Mendia§ibul Tamborrel (J. d6}» Tables des Logarithmes," Paris, 1891. 
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Thursday, March 10th, 1892. 
Professor GREENHILL, F.R.S., President, in the Chair. 

Abinas Cbaudra Basu, Professor of Mathematios, Agra College, 
Agra, was elected a member. 

The President and Mr. S. Roberts spoke of the services rendered 
by the late Dr. Hirst to the Society, and upon the loss sustained by 
the mathematical world in consequence of his decease. 

The President announced that the Council had just selected the 
six following mathematicians for the compliment of foreign member- 
ship — viz., Messrs. Poincare, Hertz, Mittag-Leffler, Schwarz, Beltrami, 
and Willard Gibb<t ; and, in accoi'dance with Rule 29, he nominated 
them for election at this the first subsequent ordinary meeting, with 
a view to their being ballotted for at the April meeting. 

The following communications were made: — 

The simplest Equivalent of a given Optical Patli, and the 

observations required to determine it : Dr. J. Larmor. 
On cases in which a Hyperelliptic Integral of the First Order can 

be expressed as the sum of two Elliptic Integrals : Professor 

W. Bumside. 
On the Analytical Theory of the Congruency : Professor Cayley. 
Notes on Dualistic Differential Transformations: Mr. E. B. 

Elliott. 
On certain Curves of the Fourth Order and the Porism of the 

Inscribed and Circumscribed Polygon : Mr. R. A. Roberts. 
Professor M. J. M. Hill made a few remarks on Singular 

Solutions, and the President spoke on the Rectification of the 

Cartesian Oval. 
A Cabinet Likeness of Mr. S. Roberts was presented by that 
gentleman to the Album. 

The following presents were received :— 

** Beiblatter zu den Annalexi der Physik und Chemie,** Band xvi., St. 2 ; 
Leipzig, 1892. 

<' Actuaries — Journal of Institute of," Yol. xxix., Pt. 6, January, 1892. 

*< Jahrbuch iiber die Fortschritte der Mathematik," Jahrgang 1889, Band xxi., 
Heft 1 ; Berlin, 1892. 

" Nieuw Arohiev voor Wiskunde,*' Deel xix., St. 1-2 ; Amaterdam, 1892. 

'STomal de Sciencias Mathematicas e Astronomicas,'* Yol. x.. No. 4| Coimbra, 
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<' Bulletin dee Sciences Math^matiques/' 2nd Series, Tome xti., January, 1892. 

*' Sitzungsberichte der K. Preuss. Akademie der Wissenschaften zu Berlin/' 
41-53, and Jahrgang 1891 ; Berlin, 1891. 

" Atti della Reale Accademia del Lincei — Rendiconti," Vol. i., Fasc. 1-2, Sem. 1 ; 
Roma, 1892. 

" Educational Times," March, 1892. 

•*Aunal8 of Mathematics," Vol. vi., No. 4; University of Virginia, January, 
1892. 

** Journal fur die reine und angewandte Mathematik," Band cix, H. 2. 

" BoUettino delle Pubblicazione Italiane ricevute per diritto di stampa," 1892, 
No. 148, in duplicate ; Firenze, 



The Simplest Specification q/ a given Optical Path, and the Obser- 
vations required to determine it. By J. Larmor. Read 
March 10th, 1892. 

1. The complete specification of an optical path through a hetero- 
geneous medium like the atmosphere, or through a combination 
of transparent substances which may form an optical instrument, 
requires not merely the form of the curve which a narrow beam or 
filament of light traverses, but also a statement of the character of the 
modification impressed upon the filament by traversing that path. 
The mode of division of a beam of light into filaments, or linear 
elements of waves, in the way thus suggested, corresponds much more 
closely to the physical reality than the more ordinary analysis which 
splits these filaments up into the rays of which they are supposed 
to be constituted ; and it is fortunate that, by making use of the 
dioptrical methods introduced by Sir W. R. Hamilton, and further 
developed more recently by Maxwell, the consideration of filaments 
leads to a deeper and more coordinated analysis than that of rays. 
That this is the case follows from the fact that the effects impressed 
upon all filaments by traversing a given path may be determined in a 
simple manner by observation or calculation relating to a few cases, 
and may be considered as expressed in terms of certain optical 
properties of the path. In addition to the geometrical gain which 
results from recognising that the treatment of a group of rays is 
nearly as simple as that of a single ray, there is the fact th«»+ *il 
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phenomena of diffraction, arising from limitation of the beam, are 
most simply connected with the form of the wave-fronts which, 
determine the filaments. 

2. In the Proceedingst Vol. xx. (1889), p. 185, it has been explained, 
after Maxwell,* that the characteristic function for an optical patb., 
from a point (a^, y^, 0) at one end of it to a point (ar,, y^, 0) at tlie 
other end, is of the form 

U = const. + ^ttjajj -f CiX{y^ + ih^\ 

+ ia^l-¥cfyy^+ih^y\, (1) 

the terms of the first degree being omitted when the axes of z^ and z^ 
are tangential to the path. 

The conrse of a ray, from a point (fj, i^i, yf *) at one end to a point 
(^» Vij 72" ^^ *^® other end, was then determined by the fact that the 
ray mnst strike the planes z^ = and z, = at points (a^, y^, 0) and 
(^„ ^s, 0), which satisfy the couditiou of making the characteristic 
fnuctiou stationary for all variations of these points. When the 
media beyond the two ends of the path are homogeneous and isotropic, 
this leads to the determination of these points by the equations 



.(2) 



Ci»i + if^iri + hi) yi -f r«, + «y, = fiiy^iii 

When, however, the media beyond the two ends of the path are 
isotropic but not homogeneous, these equations determine the incli- 
nations of the ray, as it enters the path at the point (ajj, yi, 0), and 
emerges from it at the point (a;,, y,, 0) ; for its direction cosines 

(Zi, mi, nO and (k, m^ n^) 
at these two points are equal to 

(yiC^i-a^i)* yi('?i-yi)» 1} and (yjft-aJa), yaC^^i-yi), 1}, 

• Froc, Math. Soc, vi. (1874) ; Colleeted Fapm-B, ii., p. 881. 
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which are 

I dU 1 3cr ,7 ^ ^ ( I dU I dU 



n|^. l|E.i| and U|^. i|5,l|, 
t Ml die, /*i dyi ) t A«j da;, /^ dy, ) 



.(3) 



as the J ought to be from the fundamental properties of the characterisi ic 
function. This remark in fact suggests an alternative method of 
stating the proof of the formulee (2). 

When the determinantal equation 

/*iyi-+-«^i ^ P 2 

(h ^iyi+&i r 8 

q s c^ /u,y,+&i 



A = 



= (4) 



is satisfied, there is a plane sheaf of rays from the point (£x, tfv yfO ^ 
the point (^j, >?3, yj^), which intersect the plane aij = along the line 
(of constant direction) 

iS«i+Qyi = constant, (Sj) 

and also the plane 2;, = along the line 

Qx^+Py^^: constant;' (5j) 

while we have the identical relation 

Af^iyi^i + O^Hiy^fli + Pfx^y^ + Qfi^y^V^ — O, (6) 

the capital letters representing the minors of the corresponding small- 
letter constituents in the determinant A. 

The interpretatiou of these formulas is that, under the condition (4), 
a plane sheaf of rays, instead of a single one, passes from any point 
in the plane z^ = yf ^ to any point in the plane z^ = y^^ ; that the planes 
of all these sheaves are parallel at each end of the path, being given 
by the equations (5i) and (6,) ; that all rays issuing from a point in 
the plane z^ = yf * converge to a line in the plane z^ = ya"^ ; or, more 
generally, all rays issuing from the line 

^iA^iyiSi + 0/iiyii;, = H (7,) 

converge to the line 

Pf^,y^+Qf^ty,v, = -H, (7,) 

and vice versd. 
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3. The equation (4) establishes a 2-to-2 correspondence between 
the planes z^ = yf * and », = y^^ Any point-focus on one side of the 
path has, for its conjugate, two focal lines on the other side of the path, 
whose distances from the origin are determined by this equation, and 
whose actual positions are determined by the equations (7). 

The roots of (4), treated as an equation in y^ or yj, are necessarily 
always real ; a result which admits of extension to any determinantal 
equation of this type, and so leads to a generalization of the propo* 
sition which asserts the reality of the roots of the period equation for 
the vibrations of a frictionless dynamical system with a given energy 
f auction. The roots of any determinantal equation of this type are 
in fact separated by those of the equation obtained by equating to zero 
the leading minor determinant ; and in this way a system of equations 
of orders diminishing by units may be obtained, each of which 
separates the roots of the one before it, thus showing, on Sturm's 
principles, that the roots of each are all real. 

When the two values of y^ in (4) are equal, their common value 
might at first sight be taken to be the root of either first minor ; this 
would lead to 






/'I'/i^ 



ai p q 

q Cj f^iVi + h 



6, r 5 

** ^272 + ^2 ^2 



so that there would be two values of y^ which lead to equal roots for 
y^. But this argument is vitiated by the fact (noted below) that the 
values of y^ thus obtained are imaginary, while Sturm's theory relates 
only to equations with real coefficients. A direct procedure shows 
that there are four such values of y^. 

The interpretation of these results requires some care. It might 
appear at first sight that any focus in the plane 2?2 = Vi"^ has two 
coincident focal lines, and therefore a conjugate focus, in the plane 
z^ = yf ^ ; and thus that there are always four pairs of planes of con- 
jugate foci. But we shall see presently, on other grounds, that this 
cannot generally be true. The explanation of the apparent paradox 
is that the equation (4) only insures that a certain plane sheaf of rays 
from the one point converges as a plane sheaf to the other point ; and 
that the equality of the roots further insures that two plane sheaves 
from the one point converge as plane sheaves to the other point. But 
any twO plane sheaves from a point to another do not make up a 
wave-front; that they should do so another condition is required, viz., 
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that the time of passage slioald be the same for each — in other words, 
that they should have the same charactenstic function ; and this has 
not been secured. 

The state of matters may be illustrated geometrically by the 
Ponoelet 2-to-2 correspondence of points on two conies. Each point 
on a conic is given by its parameter ; to a point on one, say the outer, 
there correspond, on the inner, the two points of contact of tangents 
from it ; to a point on the inner, there correspond, on the outer, the two 
intersections of the tangent at it. There are four points of intersection 
of two conies, and four common tangents, which are the correlatives 
of the two sets of four points referred to in the last paragraph. It is 
at once evident geometrically that the correspondence is not sym- 
metrical ; where a coincidence occurs on one conic it does not occur on 
the other. To make a coincidence at the same point on both conies, 
the conies must touch at that point, instead of intersecting. Similarly, 
to have conjugate foci, not only must the values of yi obtained from 
(4) be equal, but also the values of yj ; to make the conditions for 
both these equalities consistent, a relation must hold between the 
coefficients, and therefore the optical path must have a special 
character. 

That the geometrical may agree with the optical correspondence, in 
referring only to real points, the conic which we have called the 
inner one must lie wholly inside the other ; otherwise the tangents 
will become imaginary over a certain range of the correspondence. 
The conies cannot therefore cross each other in real points. Thus the 
values of y^ which give equal roots for yj in (4) must be imaginary, 
a fact which we have already nsed in the analytical theory. 

3. If we revert for a moment to the more general question in which 
no part of the medium, is homogeneous, the planes 2?! = 0, jj, = 
will be in correspondence if 



A' = 



Ol 
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i> 
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Cj 


h 



= (4') 



The rays from a point in the plane Zi = 0, which emerge from the 

plane iSj = in a constant direction, there form a plane sheaf parallel 

to the plane 

S% + Q'y^=0, ; ...(60 
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and vice versd. The identical relatioii 

AViZi + OiVimi-fP>,Z,+Q>,^ = (6') 

connects the direction cosines (i^i, Wj, 1), (Zj, Wj, 1) of the same ray at 
incidence and emergence. In this statement, the capital letters 
represent the minors of the determinant A'. 

4. These considerations will in their analytical form be mnch 
simplified if we refer the path to its two cardinal points, so that in 
the characteristic function p = «, while q and r vanish. The deter- 
mination of the emergent beam 

which corresponds to an incident beam 

is completed in § 15 of the previous paper already quoted (^Proceedingsj 
XX., p. 190). The result is 

g^-f A ^ h^-hB^ _ c,-f Ca ^ P* ] 

fei+A ai-f^i Ci-hO, ^,'y (8) 

where A^ = (ai+A)(6i+5,)-(cx+0,)'. ^ 

To obtain a pair of conjugate foci, we must have together 

A = ^i, G, = 0, 

A.2 = B^f Gj ^ 0, 

which leads, on subtraction of numerators and of denominators in (8), 
to a relation between the constants 

This is exactly the condition that, by a rotation of both systems of 
axes through the same angle, the characteristic may assume the form 

U= const. -\'ia^x\'\'Wy\-\-p (x^Xi'^yiy2)+i<hxl+\h^yl. ...(10) 

The path is then such that the equations connecting a;,, x^ are inde- 
pendent of the equations connecting y^, t/j, each set being the same as 
those for an ordinary two-dimensional Gaussian system, except as 
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regards an absolute rotation round tlie tangent to the path at either 
end. The focal lines corresponding to all foci will then be parallel, 
and will determine the directions of these principal sections at the 
two ends of the path. 

To pass to the case of symmetry round the axis, two further con- 
ditions are necessary, a^ = &i, and a, = &,. 

5. It will be observed that there are these two pairs of planes of con- 
jugate fod, and no more ; the conies of the analogy have double contact, 
and cannot touch again. The images formed in these planes will 
have a linear correspondence, and by means of them the path of any 
ray may be constructed. For the ray which connects any two points 
on one side must connect their image points ou the other side, when 
such exist. 

The tact that it is only under a special condition that two sets of 
image points exist, and that there cannot be more than two sets, may 
be more directly demonstrated, as in the following sketch. Let the 
points {ax, hy, z) and {ax^hy, z^-^-R^ on one side correspond to the points 
(a, y, z^ and {ax cos c— /3y sin c, aaj sin c -|- /3y cos e, z^ + i^) on the other 
side, the correspondence of the second pair thus involving a rotation 
through an angle e. As the incident rays form a parallel system, the 
emergent rays must be normal to a surface 

z = z^'V\Ax'''\-Gmj-\-\By\ 

Therefore, for all values of », y, 

(1— g cose) a;4-/3 sinc y __ — asinea?-f (1— /J cos€)y __ —Eg ^ 
Ax-\-Gy ~ Cx+By "" 1 ' 

therefore 1 —a cos e = — B^A ) a sin e = B^G ) 

/3 sin € = - BiG) ' 1-/3 cose = - B^B) 

so that € = 0, or else a-^i3 ^= 0. 

The first alternative gives principal sections at each end of the 
beam, the case discussed above. The second alternative requires also, 
by consideration of a parallel beam incident on the opposite side of 
the path, that a+& = 0; thus the two image planes must be similar 
to the two object planes, but turned through different angles ; but 
even then it will be found that any other beam incident normally to 
one surface will not emerge normally to another. 
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6. The theorem of Proceedings^ xx., p. 192, which gives the simplest 
equivalent of a general optical path, may be expressed in a somewhat 
simpler form, which is worth notice. The modification follows on 
observing that an optical instrument symmetrical round its axis may 
be replaced by two thin lenses at any two specified points on its 
axis. 

Consider any unsymmetrical optical system, separating two homo- 
geneous media; and let the path of a central ray through it be con- 
sidered as its axis. Then the system is optically equivalent to two 
thin astigmatic lenses placed at definite points 0^ and O^ on a straight 
axis ; and that in two ways. It may, however, be necessary, in order 
to make these points real, to add on a simple lens to the original 
system. The positions of these cardinal points may be found experi- 
mentally, without any previous knowledge of the constitution of the 
instrument, on making the incident pencil symmetrical round the axis 
by the use of a circular stop, and shifting the luminous point from 
which it comes, until, on emergence into the second medium, it 
diverges symmetrically from either of its focal lines, as may be tested 
by focussing that line in an observing telescope and examining the 
appearance when it is put slightly out of focus. The focus of the 
incident beam is then the point Oj, and the circular section of the 
emergent beam is the point 0^. The determination may be checked 
by passing a beam over the path in the opposite direction. The 
astigmatic lens to be placed at Oj is now determined as that lens 
which will refract an incident pencil from Oj to the same focal lines 
as the actual instrument does; these focal lines are parallel to the 
principal sections of the lens, and its focal lengths in these sections 
are at once determined. In a similar manner the astigmatic lens to be 
placed at Ojis determined. The instrumeat is then optically equivalent 
in all respects to this pair of lenses, with the exception that all emer- 
gent beams may in addition have to be rotated round the axis through 
a constant angle, which, however, is optically of no consequence* 
When the axis of the emergent beam is in a different direction from 
that of the incident beam, these points 0^, O, must be laid off on a 
subsidiary straight axis. The distance between them is to be adjusted 
by the fact that the section on the plane Oj of a given beam from the 
side of Oi mast be the same on the subsidiary axis as on the actual 
path. The astigmatic lenses are then determined, with reference to 
the distance 0^0^, and in the result the incident and emergent 
beams will correspond exactly in both systems. 

The system of observations here sketched therefore suffices 



Digitized by 



Google 



1892.] On the Form ofHyperelliptic Integrals of the First Order. 178 

theoretically to determine the optical effect of any transparent 
system, however complicated, on all beams of light passing across 
it in a given path, straight or curved. 



On the Form of Hyperelliptic Integrals of tfce First Order, which 
are expressible as the Sum of two Elliptic Integrals, By 
W. BuRNSiDE. Received March 7th, 1892. Read March 10th, 
1892. 

The reduction of the integral 

f (ji-\-hx)dm 

J '/x (aj-l)(aj-ic)(aj-\)(aj-*:X) 

to the sumi of two elliptic integrals is due originally to Jacobi. 

The transformation is most simply exhibited in the following form. 

If a = aj-f!^, 

X 

then (oj — l)(aj— ifX) = aj(j5— 1— icX), 

(x — k){x^\) = X («— K— \), 



aj— \/ic\ = -/aj \/2?— 2 y^Kk^ 



aj-h \/icX = -v/aj V 0-f2\/ifX, 

(»— \/icX)(aj-f ^/JeX) dx = ^dz^ 

and hence 

(a?-f y/Kk) dx dz 

v^a;(aj-l)(aj-ic)(aj-'X)(aj-icX) -v/(;5-2v^)(;r-l-icX)(0-ic-X) ' 

and 

{x— VkK) dx dz 

v^a!(aj-l)(a!-ic)(ic-X)(aj-.icX) " ^/ {z-{-2'y7K){z-l-K\){z'--K^\) 

It has also been shown by Herr Konigsberger (Borcha/rdfs 



Digitized by 



Google 



174 . Mr. W. Burnside (m the Form of [March 10, 

Journal, Vol. lxyu.) that if a hyperelliptic integral of the first oi-der 
is reducible to the sam of two elliptic integrals by a quadratic substi- 
tution, it can always, by a linear substitution, be expressed in the 
above form. 

I discuss in this paper the corresponding question for rational sub- 
stitutions of a higher order than the second. For the case of a cubic 
transformation the problem is treated completely, the general form of 
the integral, and the two substitutions that are nefcessary to transform 
it, being given explicitly. For the case of the quartic and quintic 
transformations the equations of transformation are explicitly ob- 
tained with the general forms of the integrals to which they apply. 

The general theory of hyperelliptic integrals of the first order 
shows that when one integral of the first species belonging to the 
equation 

y' =/.(»), 

a sextic function, can be found wi(fch only two independent periods, a 
second with the same property always exists ; and that, if suitable 
multiples of these are chosen as the normal integrals, the four periods 
of each are expressible in the form 



1. 0, 



0. 1, -. 
n 



1 



where n is an integer. 

It follows from this that a-double ^-function, whose arguments are 
any two independent integrals of the first species, can in this case, by 
a transformation of the n*^ order, be expressed as a product of two 
simple ^-functions, and hence that the normal integrals can, by trans- 
formations of the n*^ order, be reduced to elliptic integrals. (See a 
paper by the late Mme. S. Kowalevski, Acta Mathematical Vol. iv.) 
The transformations will generally be distinct; that they are the 
same for the above-quoted case of the quadratic substitution results 
from the fact that for that case the equation 

is rationally transformable into itself. 

These considerations suggest starting with the elliptic integi-al, 
•^.nd determining the form of the substitution which will transform it 
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into a hyperelliptic integral of the first order. If the elliptic integral 
be of the first species, i.e,, everywhere finite, the hyperelliptic integral 
will necessarily be so also. 

Suppose, then, that the elliptic di:fferential 

dz 



is transformed by the substitution of the w*^ order 

U 

where Z7, F are functions of a?, either both of the n*^ degree, or one of 
the w*^ and one of the n—V"^ ; and for the present let n be odd. If 
the result is a hyperelliptic differential of the first order, 

must be the product of a sextic function of x, and a perfect square ; 
and this can only be the case when three of the factors are products 
of linear functions, and perfect squares, while the fourth is the pro- 
duct of a cubic function and a square. 

The substitution may therefore be written generally in the form 
2?— a : z — fi : z — y : z — ^ 

:: (aj-aJi)Zj : (x-a^)Xl : (x-x^;) X] : (a;-aj4)(aj-aj5)(aj— aj«)Zj, 

where X^, X|, X, are rational integral functions of x of degree 

— -— , and X^ is of degree . 

By linear substitutions, performed on z and x, this may always be 
written in the standard form 

z : z—1 : 1 : z-^z^ 

:: xX", : (aj-l)Xj : X] : (x^k)(x--\Xx-,.) Xl 

the coefficients of the leading terms in X^, X,, X^ being unity (or all 
the same). 

The relations between the constants in this equation are mos 
easily obtained by a consideration of the corresponding Biemann's 
surface. 

The surface is n-sheeted and simply connected. 

At each of the points 2; = 0, 1, oo , n^\ of the sheets are connected 
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in pairs by branch- points, and at 2; = z^, 71— 3 sheets are so connected 
in pairs ; this gives 2»— 3 branch-points, so that there mnst be one 
more to make the sui'face sunply connected. Hence the eqnation of 
transformation can be written more completely 

z : z—'i : 1 : z—^Zq : z—z^ 

:: «X? : («- 1) X^ Zj ; («-K)(a!-\)(«-^) Xl : Z, (x-x,y, 

where Xg is a rational integral function with ar"~* for its leading- 
term. 

Now when Zq and z^ are given, there is only a finite number of ways 
of connecting the sheets of the surface together, and, for each way of 
connecting, x is a perfectly definite function of z^ since it is a one- 
valued function on the Biemann's surface, with given values at three 
given points. Hence the constants in the above equation are algebraic 
functions of z^^ and z^; or, more conveniently, of two arbitrary para- 
meters. 

When K, \, fj, are so determined as functions of two arbitrary- 
parameters, 

(a-^hx) dx 

\/aj(aj— l)(a;— ic)(aj— X)(aj— ft) 

is a hyperelliptic integral of the first order, which, by transformations 
of the n^ order, can be expressed as the sum of two elliptic integrals, 
and the method by which it has been obtained shows that it can only 
differ by a linear transformation from the most general integral so 
expressible. The above transformation only changes the hyperelliptic 
integral into an elliptic integral for a particular value of the ratio 
a/h ; the general theory shows that another transformation of the n**" 
order must exist, which will apply to another value of the ratio. 

The differential coefficient dz/dx vanishes only at the finite-branch 
points of the surface ; hence 

-- = — 4 — 8 — ^ ^^^ X constant ; 

dx x; 

and therefore 

_ constant x (x-^aii) dx 



^/z (z'-1)(z—Zq) \/x (oj— l)(aj— ic)(a;— X)(aj--ft) 

determining the particular value of the ratio a/h to which the given 
substitution applies. 
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Ouhic Tranrformation, 

The equation'for the cubic transformation involvcB only one arbi- 
trary parameter, and so differs from the general case of any odd 
number ; for in this case there can only be f onr branch-points on the 
surface, and of these three can be chosen arbitrarily. The coefficients 
in the hyperelliptic integral will, however, still involve two arbitraries, 
for the equation connecting the two differentials now becomes 

dz constant x (x^Xi) dx 

^z(z-l){z--z^) "" 'yx{x-l){xX\-z^X[) 

where z^^ is one arbitrary, a nd the coefficients of X^ and X^ involve 
another. 

The equation of transformation is here the same as for the 
cubic transformation of an elliptic integral ; as, however, it is to be 
used for a different purpose, it is convenient to put it in a slightly 
altered form. 

I shall therefore write 

z:z-l\l 

:: xix^-^t^ey : (aj-l)(a;-0* : [(1 + 2^ »+«*]«. 

This gives 

^^ ( a;-h2^ + 0(a;~0 [(l-h20a?-(2^+<')] 
d^" [(l-f-20 a;-fi»]» 

and hence 

dz [(lH-20a;-(2^-hO]da; 



^yziz-lXz-z;) v/aj(aj-l) [a? (»+ 2* + <')'-;5o {(1+2^ « + ^}'] 

The general form of hyperelliptic integral, therefore, which can be 
expressed, by cubic transfoi^mations, as the sum of two elliptic 
integrals, is 

{a-^-hx^dx 

\/aj(aj-l)[a;(aj+2*+<»)»-2o {(1 + 20 »-♦-<"}']' 

where t and «o are arbitrary. 

It is worth observing that, from the properties of the equation for 
the cubic transformation of elliptic integrals, this may be expressed 
VOL. xxni. — NO. 441. n 
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in the form 

f (g + hx) dx 

•' ^» (»-!)(«- 8n'«) [«_8n'(«+|?)][*-8n' («+y)]* 

2itf being any complete period of the elliptio f anction. 

As regards the second transformation, it seemed natural to suppose 
that the two cubics x^x-^l) and xXl^Zf^Xp into which the seztio 
under the square root naturally divides itself in the above analysis, 
would interchange parts, and I have found that such is the case. 

This is perhaps most easily verified as follows. The equation for 
the second substitution 

U 

is, by supposition, to have roots 0, 1, oo for a particular value of g ; 
hence, by a linear transformation of z, it can be thrown into the form 

and it is to be shown that a and b can be so determined that this 
equation is consistent with 

(x-x,)(x^x{y 
^ »(«-.!) ' 

_ (x-x^)(x-x^y 

• x{x^l) ' 

where (»— »i)(a5-«2)(i»-a?8) = *^— ^o-^a- 

Now (o^+ax-^b) (ajj-ajj)— (aj«— a;)(ajJ-ha«i + &) = 0, 

aft.er casting out the factor a— ajj, has eqnal roots when 

ajj-f (2a+45)ah-h(a«-66) x\+(2ab^^) x,-^V = 0. 
It is then to be shown that this equation is the same as 

(x^x,) [«(« + 2^+0'-^o {(1-f 20aJ+^}'] = 0. 
A comparison of the coefficients, which is somewhat tedious but in 
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no way difficult, shows tliat the four equations of conditions, to which 
the identity of these equations leads, can he satisfied by the following 
values of a, h and aj^, viz. :— 

a = t'+2t(l--z,)^z,, 

«o = «o- 
The second substitution is therefore 

_ g»+a? [^ + 2e (l-gp) "Z^] -zpt' 

Differentiating and simplifying, this leads to 

dz _ (x-\-t)[a?-{2-^t)a?'^z,{(2t'\-l)x-t]] 
dx^ a^ix-iy 

and, since AgBindz/dx only vanishes at the branch-points, this must be 

dz _ (x + (x — a?0 (x - Xj) (x — aj) 
dx~ a^ix-iy "' 

Hence, finally, 

dz __ (x-\'t) dx 

v^(^-^)(«— ^a)(^— ^s) v/aj(aj— l)(aj— aji)(»— «'2)(»— ^s) 

(x-\-t) dx 



Collecting the results that have been obtained for this case, they may 
be stated thus : — 

The integrals of the first species, belonging to the equation 

5» = » (a!-l) \x {x->t2t^-ty^z^ {(1 + 20 aJ+^'}*] 

can always be transformed into the sum of two elliptic integrals by 
the substitutions 

/. [(I + 20aj-h^J« 

a5»-f^a;+2^-«or» (1+20 + ^1 

and z = / ^ ,^ =? > 

X (aj— 1) 
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and any form for which sach a reduction can be effected by a cubic 
substitution can be transformed to the given one by a linear substi- 



tution. 



Quintic Tra/nsformatUm. 



For this case the equation for the quintic transformation of elliptic 
integrals is of no assistance, as it corresponds to au essentiaJlj 
different form of Biemann's surface. 

The problem of finding the equation of transformation may be 
stated thus : — 

To determine p, g, p\ q as functioos of two parameters, so that 

shall be a perfect square. 

By a linear integral substitution for a;, this may be thrown into the 
more symmetrical form 

(tjj-f a)(ajH^«+l)'-(«+i3)(«j'+^«+l)' = perfect square. 

Taking (a— /3)(i«B'-f vaj + l)' for the perfect square, and equating 
coefficients, there results 



2^ 
a 


-B 

-I3~ 


«'-i, 




Aa- 
a- 


-l3 


V, 




41 

a- 


-13 ~ 


2o(«- 


•1). 


A'a- 
a— 




v'-iu 


-D' 



The solution of these equations presents no difficulty, and the only 
irrational quantity which appears is the square root of i^r-^u+iy. 
Writing w for this, the values at once obtained are 



A-B = 2w^, a-l3= ^ 
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The coefficients -4, P, a, )3 may be expressed rationally in terms of 
two parameters, conveniently, by taking ; 

^1 2 1:^ 1 

11 

giving ^-ji — y 

and immediately leading to 

The equation of transformation can then be written 

On differentiating and simplifying, this gives 

1 ^ ' a*'+(2-^ + l~^)aj-fl 

— 1 dz _ .» a\ \ 8 f f? I 



The valnes of x at the remaining two branch-points are therefore 
given by 

and, if r is a root of this equation, the equation of transfr 
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may be written 

« : «— 1 : 1 : z^Zr 

:: (a-h«*)X square : ix-\-f) x square : («*— O X square 

where a, &, c are rationally expressible in terms of r, «, t. 

It may be noticed that the coefficients which are rational in s and 
t are also rational in ta and tfa^ and that, writing 

. t 

ts =: r, — = cr, 

8 

the equation defining r takes the simpler form 

(2-r)r^+(<r+i)(2r-l)r-fr(4r-3) = 0, 

which is quadratic in each variable ; but I have not been able to 
determine whether the three quantities r, a^ r can be expressed as 
rational functions of two suitable chosen ones. 

The hyperelliptic integral which this transformation immediately 
leads to is 

f (mx-\-n) dx 

J ^/(»+«^)(aJ-f^)(aJ* + aaj'-f6aj+c)* 

where a, h, c are the determinate algebraical functions of s and t 
just introduced, and to this form every hyperelliptic integral can be 
brought which is reducible to two elliptic integrals by quintic 
transformations. 

Transformations of Even Order, 
When the transformation is of even order the product 

may be the product of a sextic and a perfect square in two ways. 
Either (i.) the first two factors may be perfect squares, while the 
third and fourth consist of the products of a quadratic and quartic, 
each with a square ; or (ii.) the first factor may be a perfect square, 
and each of the others the product of a quadratic and a square. 

The first case is clearly equivalent to the combination of a quad- 

-^tic transformation of the elliptic integral into another elliptic 

rral, and then a transformation of this by a substitution of 
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degree — into a hyperelliptic integral ; and hence is not to be con- 

sidered an independent transformation of order n. The second case 
need therefore alone be treated. 

Considerations exactly parallel with those for a transformation of 
uneven order give, for the form of the equation of transformation, 

z : z—l : 1 : z—z^^ : z—z^ 

:: X\ : (a;-l)(aj-ic) X\ : xX\ : («-X)(aj-|i) Zj : X,(x^x,)\ 

where Xi is an integral function of x of degree n/2 ; X„ X^ X^ are 
integral functions of degree ^n— 1, and X5 is of degree »— 2; the 
coefficients of the leading terms of Xj, Xj, X4, Xj are all unity (or 
the same), and the constants are all algebraical functions of two 
arbitraries. Supposing the coefficients so determined, then 

dz XX.. X,X«Xa(x'^Xi) 

—- = constant X — ^ — ? — *-^ ^- , 

dx x'Xl 

, dz constant X (x—cci) dx 

\/z (z— 1)(Z'-Zq) \/fB(aj — l)(a;— «:)(«— X)(aj— ft) 

Qtuirtic Transformation, 

In this case Xi is a quadratic, and X^, X„ X^ are linear factors. 
As in the case of the quintic transformation, the coefficients are most 
easily determined as functions of two arbitraries by performing a 
linear transformation on x, so as to make the forms more symmetrical. 
In particular, I suppose the variable so taken that the roots of X^sO 
are zero and infinity, and for convenience write 1/(1—2?) for z. The 
equation of transformation takes the form 

z : z—1 : 1 :: {x'\-2ax+a)(x+ay : (aj'+26aj+6')(»-f /3)' : Ox\ 
This gives aV-6'/3* = 0, 

a— 6 = /3— a, 

aa«-6i3« = Vfi-aa, 

4 (aa-.6/3)-f a'-&'+a'-)8* = 0, 

a+ji a+P 



where v is a new arbitrary. 
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Writing now ox for z and « for fija, the equation becomes 

«:*-l:l 

. (l-,)(l-«)» , 
On differentiating and redncing, this leads to 

«fa ~ (»-l)(tt-l)» a? 

The Talaes of x at the other two branch-points are therefore given by 

tt + 1 
li i,t are the roots of this equation, 

and all the coefficients of the equation of transformation are rational 
in 8 and t. When they are so expressed, the equation in its complete 
form is 

\ 1 — 8 — t 1 — 8'~t J 

I 

.. , . («-K)(l-2>-2t+^<)' . 
■ {s-\-t-st){\-s-ty 

\ 1— «— ^ 8(1— 8—1) J ^ 

''\ ^ l-s^t t (1-8-1))^ ^ 
""' sextic function /(«), such that (a'\-hx) dx / ^/fjxj is reducible 
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to elliptic integrals by a quartic transformation, may then bo written 
in the form 

[«»-f2(sHs^ + 0a?-«<C] p + 2 (1-5+50 »- y O] 

where G = (« + ^-*0(l— «— 0- 

For transformations of a higher order than the fifth, the relation 
between z and x becomes very much more complicated, as it appears 
to be then impossible to express it in a form in which the coefficients 
are rational f nnctions of the parameters. The problem, too, of deter- 
mining in each case the invariant character of the sextic, correspond- 
ing to the vanishing of the skew invariant for the case of the 
quadratic substitution, is undoubtedly one of considerable difficulty ; 
this I have made no attempt to solve. 



On the Analytical Theory of the Gongruency. By Professor Cayle y. 
Received February 27th, 1392. Read March 10th, 1892. 

If the lines of a congruency are considered as issuing from the 
several points of a surface, or say as the quasi-normals of a surface, 
then the fundamental geometrical theory is established by an analysis 
closely similar to that for the theory of the curvature of a surface ; 
viz., it is shown that each quasi-normal is intersected by two con- 
secutive quasi-normals in two points respectively (corresponding to 
the centres of curvature), or say in two foci ; we have on the surface 
two series of curves of quasi-curvature — only these do not in general 
intersect at right angles ; the intersecting quasi-normals form two 
series of developable surfaces, each touching the surface of centres (or 
focal surface), along its cuspidal edge, <fec. ; and, in particular, each 
quasi-normal is a bitangent of the focal surface, touching it at the two 
foci respectively. 

But the analysis assumes a very different form if we consider the 
I congruency by itself, without thus connecting it with a s 
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Regarding the congraencj as determined hj means of t^o equations, 

U (a, 5, c,/, g, h) = 0, V(a, b, c, /, g, h) = 0, 

he tween the six coordinates of a line (a/+2>^+c^ = 0, as nsnal), I 
take (a, b, c^f, g^ h) for the coordinates of a particnLir line of the con- 
grnencj, (aj, bi, Cj, /i, ^i, Jii) for those of a consecutive line. Denoting, 
for shortness, the derived f auctions (3a, ^in 9« 9/, 9^, 9a) ^ hy J*, G, if, 
A, B, 0, and similarly those of V hy F*, ff, JET, -4', F, 0', we have 

a.F+b.a-^'C^H-^f^A +5FiB+^0=0, 

viz., the consecutive line (o^, bj, Cj, /j, gri, Aj) belongs to the linear con- 
gruency defined by these two equations. 
Forming with these a linear combination 

+ (X^ + M')/i+(^+/i^') i7i + (A0+/i(r) ^ = 0, 

we may determine the ratio X:/i by the equation 

(\A-\'fxA')(XF+fiF)-\'(\B-\'fjLB')(\a+tJLG') 

+ (XC+/iCO(XB'+;ijr) = 0, 
that is 

X" (AF-{'BO-\'OH)'\'\fJL (AF'-{'Ba'hCH'+FA'+ GB'-^HCT) 

we have thus two values of X:/i; and, denoting the corresponding 
values of \F+/jlF\ ... \G+fiC by (/„ ^„ *„ a,, b^ c,) and (/„ ^r,, A^ 
^8> ^8» ^a) respectively, we have 

and aJi + 5jgF,+Cifc,-f/iaj+5'i&i+^i<4 = 0, 

viz., we have thus two lines (a^, 6„ Cj,/,, gr„ fcj), (a,, feg, c„/„ gr„ ^), 
not in general meeting each other, each of which is met by the line 
(oi, ftj, Cj, /i, ^i, ^i) ; say, for shortness, the lines (a, 6, c, /, ^, A), 
(tti, 5i, c„ /i, gi, ^i), (a,, fej, c„ /„ gf„ ^,), (a„ 6„ c„ /„ gFj, ^j) are the lines 
0, 1, 2, 3 respectively. 

We may, in the foregoing investigation, substitute, for the coordi- 
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nates of the line 1, those of the line ; and it hence appears — what is 
indeed obvious — that the line meets each of the lines 2 and 8. 
Supposing now that the lines and 1 meet each other, that is, that 
we have 

0'fi'\-^g\-\-chi'¥fa^-\-g\'{'hc^ = 0, 

then it is clear that the line 1 must pass through the intersection of 
the lines 0, 2, or else through the intersection of the lines 0, 3 ; in fact, 
if and 1 intersect in a point not on the line 2 or 3, then we have the 
line as a line passing through this point and meeting each of the 
lines 2 and 3 ; and also the line 1 as a line passing through this point 
and meeting each of the lines 2 and 8 ; that is, the lines and 1 
would be one and the same line. 

It thus appears that, considering the line as given, we have two 
lines 2 and 3 each meeting this line, say in the points P, and P, 
respectively ; and that, this being so, the consecutive line 1 meets the 
line either in the point P, or else in the point Pj, viz., that there are 
two consecutive lines 1, say 1, and 1„ meeting the line in the points 
2 and 3 respectively. These points are thus given as the intersections 
of the line (a, 6, c, f,g,h) with the lines (oj, \, Cj, /„ g^, A,), (oj, 6j, c,, 
/s, (jr,, h^ respectively; viz., supposing that X : /i is determined by the 
above-mentioned quadric equation, and calling its roots A, : /i, and 
A, : /!„ then we have 

oj. K c,,/,, g^, K = \^A'\-ii^A\ .,.,.,., X,JH'+/i,5', 

«8. K ^81 /a* S's* h = As^ + Zij^', .,.,.,., AjH+zigH'. 

For the point 2, we have 

hy-gz-]-aw = 0, . Ajt/— gr^ij+ajtr = 0, 

^hx . +/« -h 6i(; = 0, —h^x . +f^z -h h^w. aa 0, 

gx—fy . +cu;=0, g%x—f^y . +c,w = 0, 

— (MJ— 5y— C2 . =0, —aiX-h^y—c^z . =0, 

each set of four equations being equivalent to two equations, in virtue 
of the relations af-k-hg-k-ch^ 0, o,/2+Z>jgF,-hc8^, = respectively. 
There is no completely symmetrical expression for the values of x, y, 
Zy w ; according as we derive them from the first equations, the second 
equations, the third equations, or the fourth equations of ea^*^ 
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obtain 

x'.ylzlw^ 81 : (ig^—g<h • ah^^ha^ : gh^ — hg^, 
= &/,-A: 0, : 6A,-^6, : hf, ^fh,, 
= c/, -/cj : cg^-gc^ : e, : /gr, - gf„ 
= 6cs— c&,:ca,~ac2:a&2— 2>a, : 9; 
where Oj = — /aj — 6gr, — cA,, = a/j + gh^ + Ac,, 

e, = — a/,— grfc,— cAj, =/a,+6gF,+^, 
©8 = — a/,— 6gr,— i^c„ =/aj4-flr6,+cZi„ 

For the point 3, we have, of course, the same formulflB, with the 
suffix 3 instead of 2. 



Notes on Dualistic Differential Transformations. By B, B. 
Elliott. Eeceived and read March 10th, 1892. 

In these notes I have fonnd it impossible not to introdn'ce much 
that is well known, I believe, however, that no one else has called 
attention to the coincidences with established theories, which give 
completeness to the later results of the first section, and clues towards 
completing those of the second ; and I am not aware that anyone has 
spent time upon the case of three independent variables, considered 
in Section III. 

I. Transformation of Ordinary Differential Expressions. 

If, as usual, p denote ■^, and »' denote ^, the transformation 
ax ax 

for X and y, in terms of x and y\ 

ax+hy+g _ hx-k-hy+f _ gx+fy-^c 
—p I px—y 
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i,e., — 



1 

where a, ^, g and ^, H, (? are non- vanishing reciprocal deter- 



a, A. ff 


and 


A, H, G 


A, h,f 




,E, B, F 


9>f> 




G, F, 



minants, is one possessing the qnality of duality ; in other words, 
^\ y\ «> y> P iiiay replace a, y, x\ y\ p in the f ormnlflB given. The 
transformation, in fact, effects polar reciprocation with regard to the 

conic 

aa;'+2^2/H-6y*H-25faj+2/y+c = 0. 

In general the transformed expressions, for second and higher 
derivatives of y with regard to a, involve the variables x\ y' themselves 
as well as derivatives. This is not the case, however, if ^ = and 
6 = 0, t.e., if the base conic be a parabola with axis parallel to a; = 0. 
In such a case 

(Py d?y ^ g' 

Since we can at any time re-introduce the right power of 

7- as a factor by mere consideration of dimensions, we lose no real 

gene^lity by putting a = 1, / = — 1, and so taking as our base 
parabola 

a»— 2y-l-2gfaj-fc = 0. 

The formulflB of transformation then become 

x'^p—gy y'^gp+B+px-^y, 

where JB = c— gr*. It is, of course, generally convenient to take g 
and B zero. 

We notice at once that y,, y,, y^, ..., the second and higher deriva- 

dx' d'a;' d'a;' 
tives, of y with regard to «, are merely — , —j, -^, ..., while 
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yJi yU yi, ...» those of y with regard to x\ are ^, ^, ^, ... . 

Thus the transformation of second and higher derivatives amounts 
simply to the interchange of dependent and independent variables in 
a set of first and higher derivatives. Now, of this interchange a com<. 
plete theory is at our disposal. It tells us that 



y« = 


1 

"yJ 


> 


d _ 

dx 


1 

yi 


d 
dx 



and that 

so that y.=(^|,)"-'Q). 

To transform any function of the derivatives, it is not, however, 
necessary to substitute for all derivatives y^ separately the values 
thus given. We have only to adapt as above a theorem of Mr. 
Leudesdorf's (Proe, Lmid, Math, Soc, Vol. xvii., p. 333). The theorem 
at which we arrive from it is that, if 

l7^3y:A + 10y.y,A + (i5y.y.+10y:)^+... 

= S S (m)r^iyrym^r^z 



where (m)y_i denotes the number of combinations of m things r— 1 
together, and, if / denote a homogeneous isobaric function of second 
and higher derivatives, of degree i and weight tr, 

/(yi y'z, y'i, ■•) = (-iyy.-e-"""/(-y« y.. y.. ...)• 

Thus, if any differential expression is the sum of such terms as 

(ic'» y'f p)f{yi> ^3, yU ...). 

where / is homogeneous and isobaric, its dual consists of such 
corresponding terms as 

(-ly^ (l?-gr, gp-\.B-\-pX'-y, x^g)y^'' 6'^"'*'^ f {—y^, y„ y^, ...). 

Another remark, of very comprehensive importance, to which the 
simple fact we have noticed leads, is that the whole theory of recipro- 
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cants has its direct application to our dnalistic transformation. If^ 
in fact, 

be any reciprocant whatever, pnre or mixed, and if in it we replace 
each derivative by the next higher, we thus obtain 

-B (yj. y»» 2/4» •••)» 

a fnnction of the second and higher derivatives which, but for a power 
of y^ as factor, is its own dnal. In other words, such functions are 
the criteria of carves whose reciprocals, with regard to a parabola with 
axis parallel to that of ^i, constitute the same family. 

In particular, functions of y,, y^, y^, ... without y„ or with only odd 
or only even powers of y,, which U annihilates, are such functions. 
They correspond to pure reciprocants, or sums of products of pure 
reciprocants and odd or even powers of the first derivative. 



II. Partial Differential Expressions with Two Independent Variables, 
1. In this, the case of ordinary three-dimensional geometry, let, as 

usual, », q denote ^r- > -^ • 
ax dy 

Two classes of transformations, expressing Xy y, z homographicallj 
in terms oi p\ j'? j^V-hj'y'— /, have the dualistic property, and corre- 
spond to two kinds of geometrical reciprocity of surfaces. The 
homographic formulBB have been given by Ohasles (Apergu Historique^ 
Note XXX.) for the first class, and he has also indicated the second 
class by means of its most important case. The classes are {A) that 
of transformations in which the coordinates of a point of a surface 
are expressed by means of a corresponding point on the surface which 
is the polar reciprocal of the former surface with regard to a fixed 
quadric, and (B) the class in which the coordinates of a point of a 
surface are expressed by means of the coordinates of the point of con- 
tact with the surface, which it envelopes, of a plane passing through 
the first point and orthogonal to the direction of its motion on an 
instantaneous screw of given pitch and axis. 

(A) The formulas given by Chasles for the first class are in effect 

ax+hy'\-gz'\'l _ hx + by+fz + m __ gx-\-fy'\-cz + n _ Ix-^-my-j-nz-^d 
-/ -q ""1 ~ px-^qY-z' * 
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i.e., 



; y. 

z 

1 



• Lp'^Mq'+N+D (2,V4-gy-z') 



where 



a, h, g, I 
9, /, c, n 



and 



are non-vanishing reciprocal 



A, H, 0, L 
H, B, F, M 
G, F, a, N 

determinants. 

ft 

Of these the Monge-De Morgan formuleB 

^ = P'l y = 2\ » = p'x+qY—z 
are a particular case. 

(B) The general formulse for the second class of dualistic trans- 
formations are found by identifying 

with [vl-^o) (mz—ny)] ({— aj) + {twi+w (naj— Zz)} (17— y) 

+ {wn + w (ly-^mx)] (i'-z) = 0, 
where », y, z stand for a—a, y— 6, «— c, where 

jg— g _ y—h _ z-^c 
I m n , 

is the axis of the screw, and vw"* its pitch. They are of the form 

—p _« —g' _ 1 _. a'—px—qV 



mz—ny-i-X nx — lz-\-fn ly—mx+y Xx-i-fiy+rz ' 
which may be written 
_x y 



/ij?' — Xg' — n («' — jj'aj' — ^y ) Ip' 4- wig' — n' 
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The only restrictions npon-the constants are that they be finite and 
snch that ZX-fw/i+ny, t.e., vW^, do not vanish. 

The included transformation discussed by Chasles is 

2. Regarding Class (A) first, I have considered the transformation 
of second and higher derivatives only for the included cases where 
x\ y\ z are linear in ^^ gr, jpaj+gy— a?. With altered notation we have 

z = gp' +fq' +c+px ■^qy—z, 
leading to x' =^ ap + hq—g, 

y'=hp+bq-"f, 

z' = gp+fq + c-^px-i-qy—z. 
We have at once 

d{x ,y ) {ah — nr){rt—r) 

1. ^ ' ' ,1' J , d}z d^z d^z ^z dh' ^z' 

where r, M, r,.,f denote -, — ^, _, — , ^-^., _, so 

(a&-A«)«(r«-««)(rr-«'») = 1. 

We have also, since 

du __ d (n, y^) (^ (a;, y) 
daj' d(x,y) ' d{x\ y)' 

^^^ du^_d_(x\ji) d (a?, y) 

dy' d(aj, y) * ci (a?', y')' 

the operator equivalents, snflGicing to produce derivatives of any 
order from those of the order preceding, 

VOL. XXIII. — NO. 442. o 
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1 ^Mkr-^f^h^V #^f.r.T 






r = 






(..h^K^f- rt^^ 



irlMrtvsie the d^riration of the transforaied vmlses of kiglier der i v ative s 
s# difteti thonsA coon laborioiu. 



3. The ^/nge-De ICorgaa < 

af' = p, y'=g, z'=j»+gy— r, 
or the rerj slightlj more general 

which w that of reciprocation with regard to a paraholoid of roTola- 
iion with \\% axin parallel to that of z, is of special interest ; and hei« 
a (umtact with an existing tbeorj affords, as in the corresponding case 
in ejection I., a means of elaborating many interesting results. 

We notice, in fact, that the second nnaccented deriyatiTes are 

merely ^, --s^, ^, and that the correspondinfi: accented 
'^ dx d/y ax a/y r o 

deriratires are , ,, --7=^, -r^, ; and generally that the theory 
ax dy ax ay o ^ ^ 

of the expression of the second and higher derivatives of z\ with 

regard to x and y in terms of those of z with regard to x and y, is 

incladed in the theory of the interchange of the dependent and the 

independent pairs in functions of the first and higher partial deriva- 

tivoi of one pair of variables with regard to another pair of which 

they are regarded as functions. A paper by the present author on 

this latter theory will be found in the Proc, Lond. Math. Soc, 

Vol, XXII., pp. 79, Ac. It must be remembered that the theory whose 

application to the purposes of the present article is immediate is 

included in, but less general than, that developed in the paper referred 
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J f -If 

to. The fact that, as above noticed, -r- = -p-, has nothincf corre- 

dy ax 

spondinc^ to it in the paper quoted. The r— - and ^ of 

^ . r f ^ dar-^dy"" dx^'d/y*"^ 

that paper have here both the same meaning, namely, — ;;; — ^' 

For instance, what is given by the last resalt of the paper is that 

the discriminant of (A- — ^^^'j') ^» ^'^j ^°^^ ^^^ ^ power of r^— s* 

as factor, unaltered by onr dualistic transformation, i.e., is the 
criterion of a family of surfaces whose polar reciprocals, with regard 
to a paraboloid with axis of revolution parallel to the axis of z, are 
surfaces of the same family. The fact is otherwise at once clear from 
the equalities, written down by the means already described, 

4 = {'^8z^^2r^+7^t) z,^-\-(2r8t'{-s*) z^^-^sHz^]^, 

the common denominator being (rt—s^y. 

The transformed expressions for higher derivatives are deduced by- 
aid of the operator equivalences 

dx' rt—t? \ dx dy ) 
d I ( d d 



[r—'-s—] 
\ dy dx) 



dy' rt—^ \ dy 
Elementary absolute self-dual functions are 

of characters — , +, — respectively; and, m, v being any two abso- 

o2 
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late self-dnal functions, another is 

■We may, for instancef, conveniently take for u and v the two 
in the first place, and snocessively afterwards others derived 

8 . - 

from those two. 

4. For the linear case of Class (B), 
flj' = hq+g, 

which is only in appearance more general than that of Chasles, 
we have h* (rt-e^Xrf^s'^) = 1, 



and 



*' 11 



r _8_ 



Wehavealso £^ = —1-^ [r^^s ±), 

*^ dy' h(rt-8^)Vdy dx)' 

Hence, quite readily, 

zi^ = {-«<«i5«,+ (2«*^+r^) «ji-(2r«^ + s») i5i,+rfi«%} -^•, 

the common denominator of all four heing h* (r^— A*)*. 
If h be unity, 

(r*-«*)-*r, (r^-8«)-*5, (r^-»«)-*^ 

are elementary self-dual functions, absolute, and all of negative 
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character. From any two such, u SLudv say, vre can at once derive 
another of higher order, viz., 

V t 

For instance, we may, in the first place, take — and — for t* and v. 



III. Partial Differential Expressions with Three Independent Variables. 

1. If t^ is a f anction of three variables x, y, z, and if p^ q, r denote 

now -— , --, — -, dnalistic formulsB of transformation analog as to 
ax dy dz 

those of Class (A), Section II., are with ease developed. In what 

follows attention is confined to those in which new independent 

variables x\ y\ z are expressed linearly in terms of p, g, r and 

px-^qy+rz—u. They are 

x' =ap-\-hq +gr—l, 

y ^hp-\-hq -\-fz —m, 

s^ = gp'hfq +cz—ny 

u = lp'^mq+nr-\'d-\-pX'\-qy+rz^u. 

Without real loss of generality, we may put x, x\ y, y\ z, z for 
a5-f i, aj'-f Z, y+m, y'+w, z-\'n^ z'-\-n; and write 

X = ap-^hq+gz, 
y =hp-\-hq+fz, 
z = gp-hfq+cz, 
u' :=^ px-\-qy-^rz'-u-\'d, 

of which the first three, otherwise written, are 

^pz^Ax-^Hy-k-Oz', . . 

Aq=Haf'^By'^Jz, 

Ar=^Ox+Fy+Gz\ 

where -4, 5, 0, F, 6?, H are the minors corresponding to a, 6, c,/, g, h 
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in the non-va nishing detenninant 

A= a, h, g 
h, 6, / 

gj /» c 

By differentiation of u', we have 

p'dx'+q'dy'+rdz' = xdp+ydq + zdr 
= ~ {(Ax+ Hy + Gz) dx+(Hx+By^Fz) dy'-^ {Ox+Fy+Gz) dz]; 

from which it follows that 

Ap =: Ax+Hy+Gz, 

Aq =Hx-^By-\'Fzy 

Ar' = Gx + Fy -hOz, 
which, with 

u ^px-^qy-hrz—u'-^-d 
= ^l,.(Ax'-^Ey+Gz')(ap+hq''^gr')^u'+d 

show that the duality is complete. 
2. Let fill, **i3> •••> ^ii» **i2» ••• denote the second derivatives 



dx^^ dxdy 



d^u d?u J , , 



^11, 


<*12I 


«*18 


ttsi, 


«M» 


«*J8 


W81» 


«82» 


«88 



a determinant whose minors will he called /n, Jx» 



Moreover 



«^» «^'b '^ai ... are the like functions of accented derivatives. 

By differentiation of x\ y\ z\ we ohtain 
dx = (attii + ^^11+ S^^is) ^aJ + (««i8 + A^j + S^O dy + (aWig + ^«*m + g^ dz, 
du' = (hu^i + 6wi, +/W13) c?« + (huii + 6«8j +/«») dy + (^t«ij + 6wjj -{-fu^) dz, 
- (g^ii+M% + CUu) dx-k- (flrwi,+/w3j+c«j,) d/y+ (gUi^+fu^+CUfi) d::. 



Digitized by 



Google 



1892.] Dualistic Differential Transformations. 199 

We have also, by differentiation of ^p\ ^q\ A/, 

A (undx'+uUdy'+Ui^dz') = Adx+Hdi/+Odz, 
A (ui2dx' +uiidy' '\-uiidz') = ndx-^Bdy-^Fdz, 
A (uUdx-^-u^dy+u'sid/) = Odx+Fdy + Cdz, 

which give other h'near expressions for dx\ dy\ dz\ in terms of dx 
dy, dz. The identification of these with the former gives at once 

AJ' (au,^+hu,,-hgu,,) = AJn-^BJi^-^-Gj;^, 

AJ" ( gff*„ +/wi2 + cuu) = AJU + HJii -f GJ'xi , 

AX (at*i8 H- hutt + gfWj,) = flJn + 5 /^ + FJ^, 
A/' (hu,, + 6u„ +/t*58) - HJ[2 + -B Ji + FJi, 

A/'(K8+6t*j,+/w„) = GJi2 + FJi,-^Gr^, 

These express for us Uj^, t«,„ ... in terms of tP and its minors. They 
give ns, in fact, 

AVXi = A'J{,-h2AHj;^+2AGJ{,'\-E'Ji, + 2HGJi,'bG^JU, 
A'J'un =^H'Ji,+2HBJi2'{-2HFj;,-^ffJ^+2BFJi,+F'r^, 
A^Tu^ = G'Jn+2GFJ[2^2GCJ{^ + F% + 2J?'0/i + V4, 

+ {HF-^BG)Ji,+FGr^, 

AV'ttj3 = GHru-\-{BG'{-EF) J{2'\-(GH+FG) J^+BFJ'^ 

'\'(BG-hF')J^ + GFJi,. 

We may briefly express the facts arrived at by saying t' 
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linear transformation 

produces ^ {Jria'« + J^2/3'«+J-4y'' + 2j:ii3V + 2Jl3yV+2Jlja'/3'], 

as the equivalent of 

t*iia'+u«/3' + tt„y*-|-2w8j/Jy + 2t*i,yaH-2wiaa/3. 
One conclusion hence is that 

A VJ' = 1 ; 

and this might at once have been written down by noticing that 
d (x\ y\ O ^ ^j^ 

and d{xy,z) ^ ^ 

d{x,y,z) 

8. A few words as to the particular dualistic transformation 

X — p, 

2;' = r, 

tt' = paj -j- gy 4- r^f — t*, 

which, as in Section II., 3, may be given an apparently slightly more 
general form, will conclude the present paper. The formuleB of 
transformation of second derivatives become now 



Ji 



11 •'H «M3 •'22 •'23 JaS J^ 



= •ill == !ll? =r *118 == ZJl ~- '^28 ^ «^88 ^ 

till ttJa ^13 Wa t^ t*M* 
As an example , of conclusions arrived at it may be noticed that 
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every solution of an equation linear in t^jj, t^j^, &c., corresponds to a 
solution of a corresponding equation linear in /n, J'l^t <fec. 

In particular, to every spherical harmonic, or solution of 

d^ '^ dy' dz' "" ' 
corresponds^ a single solution of 

(daj^ dy' \dxdy) ) 

For instance, uz= (aj'-f-y'-f-a?')"* = p"^ is a spherical hannonic. The 
corresponding solution of the dual equation last written is obtained 
from 

X = p= — xp"^, 

y' = 3 = - 2/P"^ 



u =: px-^ qy + rZ'-u = ~ 2p~^ 

Thus t*' = p'* is a solution as required. 

More generally, let u^ be a spherical harmonic of degree n. It is 
homogeneous in x^ y, z. A corresponding solution u of the dual 
equation is given by 

' _ dUn 
dx ' 

^ dy' 

^, __dUn 

dz ' *^ 

tt' = (n— l).w,. 

= a homogeneous function of degree — — - in x\ y\ z' , 

ti""" J. 

Thus the degrees w, n' of the spherical harmonic and its dual are 
connected by the relation 1 r= !• Moreover, to the relation 



n n 
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«j-f-n, = — 1, connecting the positive and negative degrees of two 
associated spherical harmonics, corresponds fche relation 

3»i'«J-2 (w[-f w^O-f 1 = 0, 

connecting the degrees of two associated solutions of the dnal equa- 
tion. Such two associated solutions differ by a factor which is a 

power of [—7] + ( i^j + [t^] ' ^bere u is either of the two. 



On certain Quay tic Curves of the Fourth Class and the Porism of 
the Inscribed and Circumscribed Polygon. By R. A. Roberts. 
Received March 8th, 1892. Read March 10th, 1892. 

In a former communication to the Proceedings of the Society, I 
showed (see Vol. xyi., p. 53) that for certain plane curves of the 
fourth degree there existed an infinite number of polygons simul- 
taneously inscribed in and circumscribed about the curve; and I gave 
the means of determining the parameter in the equation of the curve 
i n the -same way as Professor Cayley has done for the similar problem 
of two conies, namely, by equating to zero determinants formed by 
the coeflBcients in the expansion of a radical expression. It may be 
worih while, however, making the investigation directly, with the use 
of the elliptic integrals by means of which the results are arrived at. 

In the place referred to, I showed that the curves are unicursal 
and possessed of two cusps and a node. Slightly altering the nota- 
tion, I write the curve now 

(ojy-h^fa;— 2/^)*— mVajy = 0, 

where xz, yz are the cusps, and xy is the node. This equation, it is 
easy to verify, is satisfied by taking 

X = l-e^^mB, 2/ = ^' (l-e«-w0), z = fl^ 

where 6 is a parameter. Hence, if a line 

\x+fxy-\-vz = 
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meet the curve, we have 

from which we find that the f onr parameters of the points of intersec- 
tion are connected by the relations 

Hence, if the tangent to the curve at the point B meet the curve 
again at the points 0^, ^3, we have 

(7] C7g \3 

whence, eliminating 0, we obtain 

(«i+e2)'+^(0i + 0.)(l-^i0a)-(^H4) 0^03=0 (1), 

which is consequently the relation connecting the parameters of two 
points, such that the line joining them touches the curve. Now this 
is of the well known form which occurs in the case of two conies ; in 
fact, if we consider the conic « = 1, y = 6', 2; = 20, i.e., »*--4jcy = 0, 
the tangents at the points 6^^ 0^ intersect in 

so that (1) expresses that two tangents to 2?* — 4a5y = intersect on 
the conic 

2;*4-rw2f(aj— y)-(m*-f4)a?2/ = (2). 

The problem is thus reduced to finding the conditions that it 
should be possible to inscribe an infinite number of polygons in (2), 
so that they sTiould be circumscribed about 2r*--4a;y = 0. 

It will now be very convenient to make use of a result given by 
Mr. L. J. Rogers (Proceedings, Vol. xvi., p. 306). 

Let S = s^-^mz (a?— y) — (m'-i-4) xy, 

then let us form first the discriminant of J<S' + /S, when we find 
{4«H-^H4} {4?+ (m«-h8) £+4} . 
Now, in order to render all the factors rational, we put 
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when the diBcriminant becomes proportional to 

({+,+ i._l)(f+,)(£+l). 

Bnt Mr. L. J. Rogers has shown that, if the discriminant is pro- 
portional to 

the condition for a polygon of n sides is 

n 
In this case we have {^ = — ^, 

We thus have sn t; =i ^^ ^ , en v = — , 

t t 

d- = 7(iT?=o ^">- 

To find sn 2v, we have 

2 ^ 28ni;cni;dni; ^ 2v/{(^-l)0*H-l)] 
®^ ^ 1-A:^sn*t; * (2^-1) 

, o l-2sn«t;-|-A^8n*t; 2-< * 

dn2i; = ^-^f^f,^+,^'^^'^ = -l- ; (4). 



Again, since sn v sn 3t; = r^ yj^^^—^^^ , 



8n'2t?— suit; 
1-Ar*8n*i;sn*2t;' 



we get snSt; = — -^ — - — ^ (6) ; 

whence cn3. = 3^, dn 3« = ^^^-^^-^^^-^^ . 
as can also be proved otherwise. 
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Again, we have 

. l-2sii*2y-f A:*8n*2v 

^^^ = ^ — 7Ji io 

1— fc*sii*2i; 

, 8(^-l)(^H-l) . 16^' (^-l)'(^-fiy 
_ ^^(2^-1)' 1 + ^ ^*(2<~1)* 

1+^ ^*(2^-l)* 

__ -16^H-33^-24^+"8 . 

""^8^-24^+33^- 16) ^^^• 

We may now apply these expressions to finding the vahies of f, when 
n takes different valnes. 

Let n = 3 ; then 8i; = 2ir, and sn Sv = 0, which gives, from (5), 
^ = ± 1. Now these values are manifestly irrelevant, as, from (3), 
they actually correspond to v = 0, and i; = 2K, 

Thus we see that there are no curves simultaneously inscribed in 
and circumscribed aboufc an infinite system of triangles. 

Next, let w = 4 ; then 2v = K, and en 2i; = ; hence ^ = 2, and 

8 4(^-l)« o 
m* = — ^ ^ = 2 ; 

t ' 

therefore the curve (xy-^-zx—yzy = 2xys^ 

is simultaneously inscribed in and circumscribed about an infinite 
series of quadrilaterals. 

Again, let n = 5 ; then 6v = 2K or 4iK, so that 
en 2v =fc en 3i; = 0. 
Hence, from (4) and (6), 

(2-0(5^-4.) ±K2^--l)(5-40.= 0; 
which, after dividing by i— 1 and t + 1, gives 

8^-17<-f 8 = 0, 8^-m+8 = 0. 
Each of these equations gives only one value of m, for 



W=4(.-fl-2); 
thus m* = ^ or — |. 
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Henoe, for the pentagon, the curves may be written 

2 (xy -j- zx—yzy -^ xys? = 0, 

2 {xy'\-zx+yzy'^t>xysf = 0, 

where, in the second case, we have changed the sign of y. 

Let n^:^%) then 6t; = 2K, Sv = K and en Sv = 0, so that (5) ^ves 
* = f , and m' = ^ ; thns the curve is 

5 (asy +«» — y«)' — »y«' = 0. 

Let n =s= 7 ; then 7v = 2K or 45", and en 3v =fc cn4t; = 0. 
Hence, from (6) and (6), we get 

5-4< 16^'- 3 3^--f 2 4^-8 _ ^ . 
4»--6t t (8^-21^-^33} -16) 

which, after dividing by ^—1 and ^+1, gives 

32<*-37^ + 14^-37^+32 = 0, 

32^-184^+297t«-184f +32 = ; 

or, putting t-i = X, 

t 

32\«-37X-50 = 0, 32X»-184\-|-233 = 0. 

Hence, since from these equations there are four real values of 

X = 2+Jm», 

we infer that there are four curves corresponding to the figure of 
seven sides. 

Let w = 8; then 8i; = 2K, 4t; = Jr, and cn4t; = 0; whence, from (6), 

16^»-33^'-f24*-8 = 0. 

This equation has only one real root, as its Hessian quadratic 
7^—40^-1-22 has both its factors real. There is thus but one real 
curve in the case of the figure of eight sides. 

Let n = 9 ; then 9v = 2K, Let 3a == 2K, and a = 3t;. Now it is 
easy to show that, if 3a = 2K or 4iK, then 

cna = (l±cna) dna. 

Hence, from (6), we have 

(6-40(5^-4)^(1 + ^-0= 9 (^-1)(4^- 7^+4), 

or (6-40(5^-4)^(1 + ^^-0 = (<+l)(4^'-7^+4). 
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whicli, if we put ^4- — = A., 

% 

become (20X-41)« (X -1)-81 (A-2)(4\-7)* = 0, 

(20\-4l)«(X-l)-(X-f2)(4X-7)'= 0, 

80 that there are six curves for n = 9. 

Let n = 10 ; then lOt; = IK, hv = Z, 3t; = ir-2t;, and 

sn 3t; = sn (Z"— 2r) = - — -- ; 
an Zt; 

therefore 9^ (^^-1) = (2--^)« (5^-4)^ 

. which gives four curves for n = 10. 

A few additional remarks on the curve corresponding to the 
quadrilateral may be of interest. Patting m' = 2, and y/2 for ^, 
we may represent the curve thus 

aj = 20*(2e« + 20-l), y = 2e«+2d-l, ^=2a«, 

in which case, if the tangent at 6 meet the curve again at 8j, 0„ we 
have 

whence ^+^+^1 + ^2-2^1^,(^1+^3 + 2) = 0. 

Now this relation may be written 

where ^ (fl) = «|l±|i; 

and the form of the equation proves the existence of an infinite 
number of quadrilaterals ; for the four equations 

are manifestly equivalent to only three independent equations. 

Let a, &, c, d be the parameters of the vertices ; then, if X is a 
parameter, we may evidently write 

a^-f-a = X(2a-l), 6^+6 = -X (26-1) ^ 

\ W» 



c*+c = X (2c-l), cP+d = - X (2(2- 
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from the first and third of which we get 

aH-c-fl = 2X, and 6 + (Z4-l = — 2\; 
similarly from the second and last. Hence 

Now, if is the point of contact of a6, 

20 = -(H-a+6), and 2^ = - (l-hc-fd), 

where 0' is the point of contact of cd. Therefore + 6'^= 0, which, it 
is easy to see, shows that 0, 8' are coUinear with the node. Thns -we 
see that the line joining the points of contact of opposite sides passes 
through the node ; or we may put it : the node is the intersection of 
the diagonals of the quadrangle formed by the points of contact. 

Again, if the curve be reciprocated, it will be transformed into a 
similar curve, and the property of the quadrilateral remains unaltered. 
Hence, from the last result, we deduce that the tangents at opposite 
vertices of the quadrilateral intersect on the bitangent of the curve. 

We now prove a property of this curve. The points where the 
nodal tangents meet the curve again are found by altering the sign of 
in the quadratic giving the parameters of the node, that is 

202-1-26-1 = 0, 
so that the nodal tangents cut the curve again in 

28^^20-1 =0; 
but these are the points of inflexion ; for the latter points, we have 

30 + 6' = -1, ^+ ^=2, 

'8 8' 

whence, eliminating 8', we get 

26«-26-l = 0. 

This property is the reciprocal of the result noticed by Professor 
Cay ley in my former paper, namely, that the cuspidal tangents inter- 
sect the curve again in the points of contact of the bitangent. From 
the first and third of the equations (a), we easily get X = ac, and 
from the second and fourth A = — 6c?, from which we further deduce 

— +^+-+— = 4, ac + hd = 0. 
abed 
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And from these we propose to prove a result concerning a certain 
conic circnmscnbing the quadrilateral. If any conic meet the cnrve, 
we can easily show that 

for the eight points of intersection. Hence, if the conic pass through 
the node whose parameters are given by 

2e«-f2fl-l=0, 
we have for the remaining six points of intersection 

Hence, if the conic parsing through o, 6, c, d meet the curve again in 
^ij ^3> "^^ have from the above 

or 0x-fa, = l, i-+i--f4 = 2, 

but these equations, as we have shown already, determine the points 
of inflexion. Thus we have proved that we can describe a conic 
through the vertices of any one of the quadrilaterals, so as to pass 
through the node and the two points of inflexion. 

Furthermore, we can show that this conic passes through another 
fixed point ; for the nodal tangents being 

and the line of inflexion 42; + y— aj = 0, 

a conic circumscribing that triangle may be written 

3^ + 2/*— 4a;2/— (Zaj + my)(45+y— ») =0, 
which intersects the curve in points given by 
(2tf»H-26/-l)» (2^-20-1) 

-(2Z^-f m)(2^-h2tf-l)(2«*-2tf-l)(l-4e-2^) = ; 
or, dividing out by factors, 

(2tf»+2tf-l)«-(2Ztf»-hm)(l-4tf-2e») = 0, 
VOL. xxin. — NO. 443. p 
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which becomes 

4(ZH-l)(e*-f 2fl»)H-2 (m-l) ^ + (m-l)(4fl-l) = 0, 
of which a, &, c, d are to be the roots. 

Now we have oc + 6c? = 0, 

which, in the case of b^—jp^-^-qG^—rB-^-s = 0, 

gives yn = 4gr, 

8 

and, applied to the biquadratic jast found, gives, since 2? = — 2, 
and — = 4, 1 -fr = g. 

8 

^■^^ 2(m) = ^+Tnr' 

or m — Z = ^, 

which seems to show that the conic passes through the additional 

P"^^* «+y = 0, 8«-6y = 0. 

Beciprocatiug this result, we deduce that a conic can be described 
to touch the four sides of the quadrilateral, the double tangent, the 
two cuspidal tangents and another fixed line. 

Interesting particular cases might be found by projecting the curve. 
Thus, if the points of inflexion became the circular points at infinity, 
the vertices of the quadrilaterals would lie on a system of coaxial 
circles. Also, if the points of contact of the bitangent were the 
circular points, the circles circumscribing the four triangles formed 
by the sides of the quadrilateral would all pass through a fixed point. 

We might investigate the relation connecfcing points whose tan- 
gents intersect on the curve as follows. Let the tangent at 6 meet 
the curve again in a, )8, then 

therefore, eliminating ^, we get 

20»(l-2a)+tf(l+2a-2a«)-f2a(a-|-l)=:=O. 
Now the roots of this equation in Q must be the points of contact of 
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the tangents wMcli intersect in a. Hence we get 

^i + ^«- 2(l-2a) ' ^^^'"T:=2r' 
so that, eliminating a, we obtain, as the relation between 0^, 0,, ' 

l + 4^0j-4(^ + 0j) = O. 
Now, from the cnrve, we have 

yiM = 20j, W^=2^,. 

Hence «i»2+2/iy8-2 (»iyj+2/i»2) = 0» 

which shows that the two points are conjugate with regard to 

i.e., the nodal tangents. Reciprocating this result, we find that tan- 
gents at the vertices of a qaadrilateral divide the bitangent 
harmonically. Hence if the curve be projected so that the points of 
contact of the bitangent become the circular points, the tangents at 
the extremities of a chord which touches the curve cut at right 
angles ; and the tangents at the vertices of the simultaneously 
inscribed and circumscribed quadrilateral form a rectangle. 



Thursday, April 14th, 1892. 
Prof. GRBBNHILL, P.R.S., President, in the Chair. 

Mr. Arthur Lee Dixon, B.A., Fellow of Merton College, Oxford, 
was elected a member. 

The meeting then balloted for the following six mathematicians — 
Messrs. Poincare, Hertz, Mittag-Leffler, Schwarz, Beltrami, and 
Willard Q-ibbs, whose names had been submitted by the Council for 
the compliment of foreign membership. All were unanimously 
elected. 

p 2 
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The following commnnioatioziB were made:^ 

Second Note on a Qnatemary Gronp of 51840 Linear Snbstita- 

tions : Dr. G. Q-. Morrice. 
Note on the Skew Surfaces applicable upon a given Skew Surface : 
Prof. Cayley. 
Mr. Kempe made an impromptn communication on ''Be^^lar 
Graphs." 

The following presents were received : — 

" Royal Society— ProceediDgs" VoL l., Nob. 306, 806. 

** Beiblatter zu den Ancalen der Fhysik and Chemie," Bd. xvi., St. 3 ; Leipzig, 
1892. 

** Gesells. der Wissenschaften zu Leipzig — Berichte," Pt. rv., 1892. 

^'GesellB. der WiBsecschaften zu Leipzig — Al^andlungen," Band znn., 
Nos. 3, 4. 

" Bulletin of New York Mathematical Society," Vol. i.. No. I, October, 1891, 
and No. 6, March, 1892. From Prof. W. W. Johnson. 

** Ejobenhavn Tidsskrift for Mathematik," A. Tredje Aargang, Nos. 1 and 2. 

** Ejobenhayn TidsBkrift for Mathematik," B. Tredje Aargang, No. 1. 

** Bulletin de la Soci^te Math^matique de France," Tome xx., No. 1. 

" Bulletin des Sciences Math^matiques," Tome xvi., F6v., 1892. 

*^ Roma — Atti della Reale Accademia deiliucei," Vol. i., Sem. 1, Fasc. 3, 4, o. 

* ' Educational Times ' ' for April. 

** Toulouse— Annales de la Faculty des Sciences," Tome vi., Fasc. 1 ; Paris, 1892. 

<< Milano— 'Annali di Matematioa," Tome xix., Fasc. 4 ; February, 1892. 

'< Journal fiir die Beine und Angewandte Mathematik (Crelle)," Bd. cix.. 
Heft 3 ; BerEn. 

*' Mathematical Questions, with their Solutions, from * Educational Times,' " 
Vol. Lvi. ; London, 1892. 

" Vierteljahrschrift der Naturforschenden Gesellschaft in Zurich"; Zurich, 1891. 

** Prace Matematyczno Fizyczne," Tome in. ; Warszawa, 1892. 

** Washington Observations, 1887. Observations made during the year 1887, 
at the U. S. Naval Observatory," with 3 Appendices and 10 Plates; 1892. 

** BoUettino delle Pubblicazioni Italiane ricevute per Diritto di Stampa," Nos. 
149, 150 ; Firenze, 1892. 

'^J. Timtchenco — Fondements de la Th^orie des Fonctions Analytiques" 
Memoires de la Section Math^matique de la Soci6t^ des Naturalistes de la Nouvelle- 
Russie," Tome xii. ; Odessa, 1892). 
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Second Note on a Qtuiternary Group of 51840 Linear Substitu- 
tions. By Dr. G. G. Mobbice. Beceived and Bead April 14th^ 
1892. 



In considering complex numbers of the form 
«oPo + OiPi -f ojP, + Ac. , 

we may attribute to tbe symbols p^ p^, p,, <fec. any significance we 
please, provided that they conform to the proper multiplication- table. 
They may be steps along lines, rotations, strains, substitutions, or 
what not. 

In the matter now under consideration they are quaternary 
matrices. 

Let us start from a quaternion £f-hai-|-6;-hcAj; to multiply this by 
a second quaternion (2' + a'i+&[; + c'& is to subject the parameters 
e, &, a, (2 to the matrix 

( (T, a', -6', c') (1), 

— o, a, 6, 

h\ — c', fT, a 

-c', -6', -a, d' 

viz., we produce the quaternion 

where a ^aX-\- a'd —{he— Vc) , 

X'^-aa-lV-cc^-dX, 

The matrix (1) may be exhibited as a linear function of the matrices 

(0100), (00-10^, 

1 



-10 
1 
0-10 



10 
0-100 
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1), 

10 

0-1 

-10 



(1 0) 
0.100 
10 
1 



[April 14, 
(2), 



as appears at once if we mnltiply these seyerallj by the scalar para- 
meters a, h, c, d and add. Moreover these four matrices form a 
group, and indeed we might regard the symbols i, j. A;, 1 as being 
nothing else than symbols for these matrices. That a quaternion is 
a binary matrix has long been recognised, but it appears to me that 
its connection with quaternary matrices is even more obvious, and 
has a better claim to notice, because without it the composition 
formulee 

a" = ad'-^-ad-ibc-b'c), Ac. 

present no definite idea to our minds. 

The process of exhibiting a matrix as a linear function of matrices 
of special forms occurs in kinematics. A strain is split up into the 
sum of a uniform dilatation, a skew strain, and a wry shear. The 
fact that the components form a group is not emphasized. 

I now recur to the note on this subject which I had the honour of 
reading to this Society on December 12th, 1889. 

We have four functions Zi, z^y z^, z^ connected with the multiplica- 
tion by 3 of the normal periods of the double theta-functions, viz., 

^1 = -^01 ~ -^081 

«8 = -3^11 ""-^SH 

^4 = Xi2 — ^Jli 



where 



Xu (vi, Vs ; ^1. nj. ^n) 



\A;t;8-hari3-h/3r„ / 

X , 

^ (jiv '"nt ^n) 

I found a sub-group of 4 linear substitutions of the periods w, all of 
which were also to be found in the 2f-group, t.e., the group of 61840 
linear substitutions which the functions «i, «„ «8, z^ undergo; but I 
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did not notice that the simplicity of the group was accounted for by 
its isomorphism with quaternions. In fact my w sub-group is 
exactly (2). 

Following Heinrich Burkhardt, " Untersuchungen aus dem Gebiete 
der Hyperelliptischen Modulfnnctionen," Math, Annalen, xxxYiii., 2, 
our matrices (2) are 

E'D, (BDyB", BDB, 1, 
to which we have, as corresponding matrices in the 2-groap, 



(0 -1 

1 










-1 

1 



0), 




(-1 0-1 1), 
111 
-1 1 0-1 
11-10 



(0 

1 
1 
1 



1 1). 

1 -1 

-1 





(1 





0) 






1 

10 

1 



If then we multiply by tlie scalar parameters a, b, c, d, and add, We 
find that when the periods w are subjected to the matrix 



( d, 


a, 


-b, 


e 


—a. 


d. 


e, 


b 


b, 


-e, 


d, 


a 


—c, 


-h, 


-a, 


d 



the functions z^, z^, z^, z^ are subjected to the matrix 

( d— 6, c—a, — 6+c, 6+c). 

c+o, d-^hy h+c, h—c 

—h + c, 6+c, d—c, —6— a 

fc+c, 6— c, — 6-ha, d+c 



We should have expected to arrive at a matrix of the same form, but 
with the signs of the four elements in the top corner on the right- 
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hand side reversed, viz., 

( d— 6, c—a^ 6— c, — 6— c) (3), 

64-(j, 6 -c, — 6 + a, c?-f-c 



for we can easily verify that 



= (d"-r, 



.. 5 (r-6', 



., ..., ... ) 



.. ) 



•(4). 



where d" = — oa' — 66' — cc' -f dd', &c. ; 

that is: the matrix (3) has the same law of composition as quaternions. 

We seem to require a notation for expressing the fact that the 
matrix (4) arises from the matrix (3) in two distinct ways : either 
by subjecting the letters c, 6, a, d in the matrix to the matrix 

( d', a', -b', c' ), 

-a', d', 6', V 

6, — c, d\ a' 

— c , — h , — a , d 

or multiplying (3) in the ordinary way by the matrix 



(d'-b\ 



.. ) 
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It is odIj an extension to complex numbers generally of what is 
familiar in the case of vectors, viz., that the linear and vector 
function of a vector is a ternary matrix, but there should be a nota- 
tion independent of the representation of matrices by complex 
numbers. 

An example may be cited for binary matrices. Cayley, Messenger of 
Mathematics i Vol. xiv., p. 178, gives, for a binary matrix Q such that 

the form ( —/J — ^^i; — W, 65— av -f ^« ) , 

and we require a notation to show that this is derived by subjecting 
the elements of the matrix 



to the matrix 



(4, n ) 




(. <■> 




-/, -9, -K 


0) 


h, -a, 0, 


h 


-g, 0, o, 


g 


0, g, -b, 


f 



Note on the Skew Surfaces applicable upon a given Shew Surface. 
By Prof. Caylby. Eeceived March 26th, 1892. Read April 
14th, 1892. 

The question was considered by Bonnet— § 7 of his " M6moire sur 
la theorie g^nerale des Surfaces," Jour, Ecole Polyt,, Cah. 32 (1848) ; 
I resume it here, making a greater use of the line of striction. 
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? 



L,Z, 



f' 



5- — 



We may construct a skew surface, inex- 
tensible but flexible about its generating 
lines, as follows : Imagine a flexible extensible 
plane, and in it the rigid parallel lines 
2y, L^, 2>j, 2>8, <fec. connected each with the 
following one by the rigid lines PQ^, PjQ^ 
i'jQsj &c., where PQj cuts L, L^, P^Q, cuts 
Li, 2yj, Ac. at right angles ; the angles LPP^, 
LiPiP^, L^P^Pt, (fee. are taken to be w, w„ (ii„ 
&c. respectively. Keeping tbe line L fixed, 
we may twist the whole plane LiL^L^.,, 

round PQi, so that the line L^ becomes inclined at a small angle to Xr, 
these lines now having PQ, for tbeir shortest distance, and the lines 
2y,, X3, &c. remaining parallel to L^ in its new position ; the foregoing 
twisting implies an extension (increasing with the distance on each 
side from P) of the strip or element between the lines I/, L^ ; after 
this twisting we imagine the strip in question to become rigid. The 
amount of tbe twist is such that if d<l> be the inclination of the lines 
L, Li, we have d<l> = PQi-r-r, viz., the twist c^ is in a certain pro- 
portion to the shortest distance PQi. Similarly, keeping the line L^ 
fixed, we twist the whole plane L^L^ ... round PjQj, the amount of 
the twist or inclination dtp of the lines L^ and X, being = P^ Q, -f- r^, 
and after the twist we imagine the strip or element between the two 
lines L^j L^ to become rigid. Proceeding in this manner, we have the 
series of rigid elements LL^, Lj X,, L^L^, &c. ; putting the line L in 
any given position, and then keeping it fixed, we may turn tHe 
element LL^ round this line so as to bring L^ into a certain position ; 
then, keeping Li fixed in this position, we may turn the element L^Ij^ 
round L^ so as to bring L^ into a certain position, and so on. To 
further explain this, imagine through a point a series of lines 
Ky J^i, K^y Xg, &Q, such that the inclination of K and K^ is equal to 
that of L and L^, the inclination of K^ and K^ is equal to that of L^ 
and Xg, and so on, but which are otherwise arbitrary ; or say that Tve 
have the double-triangle strips or elements KK^^ -Ki^^j, -Kj-^si <fec., 
bounded by pairs of lines, at given infinitesimal inclinations the two 
lines of a pair to each other, and forming a flexible double pyramid, 
which may be bent into any given form whatever assumed at pleasure; 
and this being so, we see that the system of the strips or elements 
XXi, XjXj, X3XJ, &c. may be so bent that the lines X, X^, X^ Ac. 
shall be parallel to the lines IT, K^^ K^, <fec. respectively. 

Supposing the distances PQi, PiQ2» -P»Q»> <feC' to be all of them 
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infinitesimal, we have a skew surface containing npon it a enrve 
P^P^P^y Ac., which is the line of striction, viz., this is the loons of 
the point on a generating line which is the nearest point to the 
con secntive generating line. The line of striction cnts the several 
generating lines at an angle cii, variable from line to line, which is 
called the obliquity; and the inclination between two consecutive 
generating lines is in a certain ratio to the shortest distance between 
the two lines. Inclination = shortest distance -r r, this magnitude r 
being variable from line to line, and its reciprocal r"Ms called the 
" torsion " : the obliquity ut and the reciprocal of the torsion r may 
be regarded as functions of s the arc of the line of striction measured 
from any fixed point. The skew surface is thus composed of rigid 
strips or elements, each included between two consecutive lines ; and 
we have further seen that the surface may be bent by turning these 
rigid elements about the successive generating lines, in such wise 
that the generating lines become parallel to the generating lines of 
an arbitrary cone, which is called the " asymptotic " cone (otherwise 
the director cone) ; say the surface may be bent so that it shall have 
a given asymptotic cone. 

I consider a given skew surface ; I take x, y, z for the coordinates 
of a point on the line of striction, and a, /3, y for the cosine-inclina- 
tions of the generating line through this point ; x, y, z, a, /3, y are 
regarded as functions of «, the length of or distance along the line of 
striction measured from any fixed point thereof, and I use accents to 
denote differentiation in regard to 8, We have 

a» -h /3^ + / = 1, . 
and therefore aa' + /3/3' -f y/ = ; 

also x'^ + y'* + «'' = 1 i 

and therefore « V + y'y" + z'z" = ; 

x% y\ z' are the cosine-inclinations of the tangent at the point x, y, z. 
I remark also that, wnting 

(so that p is the radius of absolute curvature), we have pa?", fw/", p/' 
for the cosine inclinations of the binormal (or perpendicular to the 
osculating plane). 

If from the point (x, y, z) we draw a perpendicular to the consecu- 
tive generating line through the point (x+dx^y-^-dy, z-\-dz), this will 
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also be perpendicular to the generating line throagh the point (x, y, z) , 
and we thus find 

as the condition that the point (a$, y, z) may be, as it is assumed to 
be, a point on the line of striction. 

For the proof hereof, take for the moment a^i, y^, z^ the coordinates 
of P, and a^, /3i, y^ for the cosine-inclinations of L ; then, considering 
the line PQ^, this passes through P, and cuts the line L^ ; taking its 
equation to be 

X-g _ Y-y __ Z—z 
A B C ' 



this meets the line 
and we thence find 



X— a?i _ r-yi _ Z--z^ 



A, B, =0. 

«!> A» yi 

Writing ajj, y„ 2^ = a;+aj'd», y-^y'ds, z+zds, ds divides out, and we 
have 

A (/3i/-yiy')+5 (yiaj'-a,/)-h(7(a,t/-/3,aj') = 0; 

the line in question cuts X^ and Zr ; that is, we have 

Aa -l-P/3 +0y =0; 
or, eliminating A^ B, G, we find 

(/3yi-Ay)(/3i«'-yi2/')+(y«i-yi«)(yi»-«i«') 

that is 

(aiaj'+%' + yi^')(aa,+/3)3, + yy,)-((«c'+/3y' + yz')(«;-h/3; + y;) = 0. 
But we have aj + /3J + yj = 1, 

and, writing a^, /J^, y^ = a-|-a'(fo, j3-f/3'(fo, y + y'(fo, we find 

aai + /3A-fyyi = o»+/? + y« + (aa' + /3i3'H-yy')d*= 1 ; 
the equation thus is 

(«iaj'-hi3iy' + y,a')-(aJj' + /3y + yO = 0; 
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that is oV+/5y +y V = 0, 

the required equation. 

Galling the inclination of the generating line through the point 
(»» Vj ^) to tlio tangent of the line of striction the " obliquity," and 
denoting it by w, we have 

ax' + /3y + yz' = cos w. 

Calling the inclination of the two consecutive generating lines 
divided by the shortest distance between these lines the " torsion," 
and denoting it by r"\ we have 

In proof hereof, if for a moment ^ is the inclination of the lines 
Lf Li to each other, then 

COS^= aai-h /JA + yyi; 

and therefore sin«0 = (/3yi-/3i7)'+(70i--yia)^-f(a/3i-.ai/3)«, 

viz., writing ai, /B^, y^ = a-fa'(fo, /3-f /^(fo, y-^yds, this is 

Sin«^ = ds" {(fiy'^l^'yy^ (ya'_yay + (a/3'-a')3V} 

= d^ {(a» + i8'-hy«)(a'»-h/3'« + y'«)-(aa'+)3i3'+yy')'}, 

whence, if for a moment the shortest distance between the two lines 
is called ^, then we have 

sin0 _ -1 _ sin0 
B ds sin u ' 

i.1- X • sin' fti sin' 6 n i an i n 

that IS — — = -^ = a'«-|-/3'«-|-y'*, 

the required equation. 

We have thus the five equations 

a»+/3«-fy» = 1, 
aj^+y'^+iB^ = 1, 
aV+/3V+y'iB' = 0, 
««'+/%+ y« = cos w, 

a''+/3^+y^ = -^, 
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and if we herein consider cm and r as denoting given functions of Sj 
all the skew surfaces which satisfy these equations will be surfaces 
applicable one on the other. 

Adding to the foregoing the derived equations 
aa'-f/5/3'+yy'=0, 

ax + py +yz =— smw.w, 
aia'"+^+yz"'+a'x"+fi'y"+yY = - rin « . «."-oos m . «", 

we find without difficulty 

„t ff ^' — fi^—n/ yaf—ae' a^—^ 

/jy-jS'y, ya'-y>a, a/3'-o'^ 

_ — aZ+JBCoBM —y'+ficoBu — g'+yoosw 
~ r ' r ' r • 

Putting, for shortness, 

e = -sin*. . w"-ooB« . a.''-(aai"' + /V"+y«"'). 



v = 


a, i3, y 
a^. 2/', «' 
«", y", z" 


> 


p-'= 


x"*+y"*+z'' 


1 

> 



and, as above, 

we find V«=sin«i.if-i--a,'»V r = 5_ = 515J!? v/r=A 

\ p' / 0/00 

and to these may be joined 

(iz'-yy = f)« {Vaj"-fa,'sin w (yV'-yV)}, 
yx—cLZ = jo' { Vy" + w' sin w (/«"—«"«) ] , 
ay—&x'=^ p^ {Ve'^H-w'sinw (»y— aJ^y')}. 

I remark that, supposing the line of striction to be given (that is, 

(», y, «) to be given as functions of *), and moreover the obliquity ta 

be given as a function of s, the position of the generating line 
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thTongh the point («, y, z) will be given, and also the torsion ^'^ In 
fact, among the foregoing equations, we have 

«« ^P^ -hy« = 1, 

ax +)8y' "'■y^' — ^^^ ^* 
ox'+fiy' + yz' = — sin w . iw , 

which equations determine a, /3, y, that is, the position of the 
generating line ; the position of the consecutive generating line is 
then also determined; we thus have a', /3', y\ and thence the torsion, 
which is given by the foregoing equation 

Supposing that the line of striction is not given, but that the 
obliquity w and the torsion r'^ are given as functions of *, we have 
then the foregoing ^ve equations, which are not sufficient for the 
determination of x, y, z, a, /3, y ; but, joining to them an assumed 
homogeneous relation between (a, /3, y), the six quantities will be 
determined. The assumed homogeneous relation between (a, ^, y) 
is the equation .of the asymptotic cone ; and we have thus the 
theorem that, given the asymptotic cone, and also the obliquity and 
the torsion as functions of s (the arc of the line of striction), then 
this line of striction, and the skew surface the locus of the generating 
lines, will be determined. 

We have between a, /3, y the assumed homogeneous equation, say 
Z7 = ; and among the foregoing equations the equations 



«'+/?-f7' = l, and a'«-f/3'*+y'^ 



a given function of s ; these equations give, by means of an integra- 
tion, a, ^, y as functions of s ; and we have then the above-mentioned 
equations 

x—a cos «, y — /3 cos w, «'— y cos w = r (/3y' — /3'yf ya — y'a, a/3' — a'^S), 

which give, by integration, x, y, z as functions of s. And the skew 
surfaces thus obtained for an assumed asymptotic cone U = will be 
the required system of skew surfaces applicable the one on the other. 
For example, if w, r are constants, and we take, for U" = 0, the 
equation /-o (a'+/3') = 
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(that is, if we coosider the skew surfaces of coBstant obliquity and 
torsion and which have for asymptotic cone a right circular oone), it 
easily appears that the line of striction is a helix traced upon a right 
circular cylinder, and that the generating lines are at a constant 
inclination to the axis of the cylinder, and all of them touch the 
cylinder. In fact, for such a surface (a kind of helicoid) it is in the 
first place obvious that the helix is the line of striction, and next 
that the obliquity and the torsion are each of them coiistant. 

Supposing that the obliquity and the torsion are ui, r, and that the 
inclination of the generating lines to the axis of the cylinder is 
90°— w— 3, B being a given constant, we find 



X = 


rco8 5cos(w-i-5) 


sincif 




r cos ^ cos (w + ^) 


y — 


sin 01 


.= 


ssinB; 


a = 


— cos (w-h^) 


/3 = 


cos («-|-2) 


y = 


8in(w + a); 



/ 8 sin (It \ 
\ r cos (oi -I- d) / 

. / 8 sin (It \ 
^^° \rcos(w + ^)/' 

( 8 sin bt \ 
rcos(« + a)/' 

cos(- 



cos («-|-^)) 

8 sin at \ 
COS (ot + ^)r 



where observe that the line of striction lies on the circular cylinder, 
radius = r cos B cos (« -|- ^) -r- sin w. 
In particular, if ^ = 0, we have 

.8 » 8 

X := r cot w COS ■ — , a = — cos ut sm • 



r cot (Mt T cot (It 



w = rcot(iisin ■ — , /3 = cos w cos , 

^ r cot « r cot dt 



and, for 



^ = 0, 


y 


= sin &», 


=r — w, we have 






, s sin w 
aj = r cot ut cos , 




. 5 sin (i> 
a = — sm 


r 




r 


. . « sin CD 
t/ = r cot (Jit sm , 




fi^ coa*^^'*'' 


r 




T 


« = — 5 sin «, 




r = o. 
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The first of these is the skew h.jperboldid of revolation 

x^-{^ r- (z'W) cot' 0, = 

(radios of gorge = r cot oi), and the second of them is the helicoid 
(radius of cylinder = r cot of) the generating lines of which are the 
tangents perpendicular to the axis of the cylinder ; these are in fact 
surfaces found by Bonnet in his memoir above referred to. We may 
imagine the surface passing from the first form, in which the semi- 
aperture of the asymptotic cone is ai, through the series of forms 
belonging to the general formulae involving 5, to the second form, in 
which the semi-aperture is = 90°, i.e, in which the asymptotic cone 
is replaced by a plane. 



Thursday, May \2th, 1892. 
Prof. GREENHILL, F.R.S., President, in the Chair. 

The following gentlemen were elected members of the Society :— 
Messrs. G. T. Bennett, B.A., Scholar of St. John's College, Cam- 
bridge, and W. E. Heal, of Indiana, U.S.A., and Dr. F. A. Tarleton, 
F.T.O.D., Professor of Natural Philosophy in the University of 
Dublin. 

Mr. A. E. Jolliffe was admitted into the Society. 

The following communications were made : — 

On an Operator that produces all the Co variants and Invariants 
of any System of Quantics : Dr. W. E. Story. 

Applications of a Theory of Permutations in Circular Procession 
to the Theory of Numbers : Major P. A. Macmahon, R.A. 

A Newtonian Fragment relating to Centripetal Forces : Mr. 
W. W. Rouse BalL 

The following presents were received : — 

" Bei blatter zu den Aunalen der Physik und Chemie,** Band x.yi., Siiick 4 ; 
Leipzig, 1892. 

** Jornal de Scieneias Mathematicas e Astronomicas,** Vol. x.. No. 6 ; Coimbra, 
1892. 

*' B^richte liber die Verhandlungen der K. S. Gesells. der Wiss. zu Leipzig," 
1891, V. 
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** PhyBical Society of London— Proceedings," Vol. xi., Pt. 3, March, 1892. 

«* Physical Society of London — List of Officers and Memhers," April let, 1892. 

" Bulletin de la Society Math6matique de France," Tome xx.. No. 2 ; Paris, 
1892. 

"Bulletin of the New York Mathematical Society," Vol. i., Nos. 1-7; New 
York, 1892. 

*< Bulletin des Sciences Math^matiques," Tome xvi.. Mars, 1892; Paris, 1892. 

"Rendiconti del Circolo Matematicodi Palermo," Tomo vi., Fasc. 1, 2, 1892. 

" Educational Times," May, 1892. 

'^Annals of Mathematics," Vol. vi., No. 6 ; University of Virginia, 1892. 

" Treatise on Physical Optics," A. B. Basset (London, George Bell, 1892). From 
the Author. 

" Beitrage zur Geometric des Dreiecks," Dr. Jos. Hahn. From the Author. 

* * On Bessel's Functions of the Second Kind, " Dr. M. B6cher. From the Author. 

" Factor Tables," Lieut.-Col. W. H. Oakes. (" Annals of Mathematics.") 



A Newtonian Fragment relating to Centripetal Forces. 
By W. W. Bouse Ball. Read May 12th, 1892. 

1. Tlie demonstrations given by Newton in his Principia are 
geometrical, though there is little doubt that in establishing the 
truth of some of his results he used fluxions.* To his contemporaries 
the language and methods of geometry were familiar, while to most 
of them the calculus was unknown ; hence it was natural and reason- 
able that the proofs should be presented in a geometrical form. I 
presume that the fluxional analysis by which a result was obtained 
was generally thrown aside as soon as a synthetic geometrical proof 
had been found ; and, as far as I know, the only proposition in that 
book of which Newton's fluxional demonstration has been published 
is his determination of the form of the solid of least resistance, of 
which the result alone was given in the Priiicipia.ii' 

2. Among the numerous sheets of rough work and calculation which 

* Commercium Epistolieumy edition of 1722, p. 39; S. P. "BLi^vA^ Essay on the 
First Fublicatian of the Principiay Oxford, 1838, p. 24 ; Sir David Brewster, L\fe of 
Newton^ second edition, Edinburgh, 1860, vol. i., p. 347. 

t Piincipiay book ii. scholium to prop. 35 in the first edition, and to prop. 84 
■a the second and third editions. 
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are preserved in the Portsmouth Collection is a fragment* on the law 
of the centripetal force under which any orbit — and particularly a 
parabola of any order — can be described. The theorem to which the 
analysis leads is so inconvenient of application as to be practically 
useless, and, probably for that reason, it was not inserted in the 
Frincipia. Such interest as it possesses lies rather in its illustrating 
the way in which Newton arrived at the law given below for the 
description of any parabola under a central force. 

The fragment consists merely of a double sheet of folio paper, 
containing calculations and rough drafts of notes subsequently 
incorporated in the second edition ; but there are so many erasures 
and corrections that, were it not for Newton's proverbially clear 
handwriting, it would be difficult to read the manuscript. 

3. The two inside pages contain (i.) a note on the velocity of sound 
from which the second paragraph added in the second edition to the 
scholium to book ii. prop. 50 is taken, and (ii.) numerical calcula- 
tions showing that the moon is retained in her orbit by the earth's 
attraction. The latter calculations refer explicitly to book iii. 
prop. 4 as printed in the first edition, where the mean distance of 
the moon in syzygy is taken as 61 times the earth's radius ; but he 
here says that more accurate calculations show that the mean dis- 
tance of the moon is 69*9 (or 69*8) semi-diameters of the earth if 
the earth be at rest, and is 60J (or 60J) semi-diameters if the earth 
and moon revolve about their common centre of gravity ; in the 
second edition the distance is taken as being approximately equal to 
60^ radii of the earth : though in both editions he uses the number 
60 as giving a sufficiently close approximation. 

Of the two outside pages, the first begins with the draft of a 
scholium -^ presumably to book i. prop. 7 — which is entitled 
" Methodus investigandi vires quibus corpora in Orbibns propositis 
revolventnr amplior reddi potest per Propositiones seqnentes," and 
then follow three rules, of which the last is incomplete. Book i. 
prop. 7 is on the law of force under which a circle can be described 
about a centre of force 8 in its own plane. In the first edition, 8 is 
a point on the circumference, and there are no corollaries. In the 
second edition, 8 is any point in the plane ; cor. 1 relates to the case 
when /S is on the circumference ; cor. 2 is concerned with the com- 
parison of the forces to two different points about which the circle 



* Portsjnouth Collection^ I. viii. 2. 

Q 2 
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might be described ; and in cor. 3, the result of cor. 2 is extended to 
any orbit. The first rule, given here by Newton, is on similar orbits 
described about centres of force similarly situated. The second rule 
and the third (so far as it is written) seem to be the same, and are 
given in a form substantially identical with the third corollary, which 
was added to prop. 7 in the second edition. On the next pa^e 
Newton refers to these rules, and says that therefore '* per Prop. 10 
at Cor. 3, Prop. 7 '* the law of force under which a central conic can 
be described about any point is known, because (by prop. 10) the law 
to the centre is known. This is the alternative proof for book i. 
props. 11 and 12, which was introduced in the second edition, and is 
■ printed in most modern text-books. The above rules enable ns to 
find the law of force to any point under which a given orbit can bo 
described, provided the law to one point is known. 

4. Newton next returns to the problem (already treated in prop. 6) 
of the direct determination of the centripetal force to any given point 
under which any given orbit can be described. This is the proposi- 
tion to which I refeiTed above as illnstrative of his use of fluxions. 
1 quote the manuscript textually, merely adding punctuation. Per- 
haps it may be convenient to prefix the remark that the square of a 
quantity j? is generally denoted by »' (for x quadratus), and the cube 
'is denoted by «**'*. 

*' Si Lex vis centripetae investiganda sit qua corpus P in orbe 
quocunque APE circa centrum quodounque datum G movebitur: 
institui potest calculus per methodum sequentem. 

" Sit AB Abscissa Curvae propositae, per centrum G transiens ; 
sitque BP ejus Ordinata in dato quovis angnlo Abscissae insistens. 
Ducatur TPG Orbem tangens in P, et Abscissae occurrens in T; et 




Ordiiiatae BP parallela agatur CG tangenti occurrens in G. Ffluat 
Abscissa uniformiter, et exponatur ejus fluxio per unitatem. Et si 
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Ordinata BP dicatur «, vis centripeta qua corpus F in Orbe APE 
circa centrum C movebitur erit ut 

OP X v » 

5. Newton then applies this theorem to determine the centripetal 
force under which any parabola can be described. In this applica- 
tion, H is the foot of the normal drawn through P, and the axes are 
assumed to be rectangalar. The manuscHpt continnes as follows. 

" Ut si aequatio ad Carvam sit ax = «" (ubi a quantitatem quamvis 
datum et x Abscissam denotat, et7» index est dignitatis Ordinatae v). 
Methodus flaxionum dabit primo 



deinde, = (rm '-n)vv v**'^ -^-nvv*^ "^, 
seu v = — -^^ ^ , 

V 

id est, ^,(n-l)xPB 

Et propterea vis centripeta erit ut 

(n-l)xPBxGP 
T& X GG""^ ' 

id est (ob datum w— 1, et aequalia TBxGG et PBxTG) ut 

GP 



vel quod periude est ut 



TBxTGxGG^\ 

' GP 
PBxTG^xGG 

_ GP 



BHxTG"^ 

6. Newton also applies the method to the curve whose equation is 
aaj"* + 6aj** = cy^ He finds y, but the expression for the force thence 
derived is not simple or symmetrical, and he appears to have thrown 
the theorem aside as not being useful. 

7. No demonstration of the theorem quoted above in art. * '~ -■-— 
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in the manuscript ; but, if tbe axes be rectangular, the result follows 
at once from book i. prop. 6. For, with the usual notation, taking^ 
(see figure, art. 4) AB = », BP = v, and denoting OP by r, the per- 
pendicular from on TP by p, the angle T by yp, and the radius of 
curvature at P by p, we have 



fc' GP 

I 



/ P 



p(7(?»cosV' 



Now _i^.^ = *A^3ecV 

pcos"^ (2ff do? 

= ^(tan,/.) 
__ ^ /^\ 

XT ET C'Pv 

Hence ^ "" 0^ ' 

8. As first written, Newton stated that the axes must be rect- 
angular, and it would seem that the subsequent alteration to oblique 
axes was an error. For, if the axes be inclined at an angle oi, an 
argument similar to that in the last article shows that 



F 



^]^^^2^ ^^ ]^F_ 



p^ dr p^ p pC(?sin«(ai-^)' 
and 

^T^J — ^^ = ^ {^ t} ^'^^^ ("-''') = -^ f {''ot ("-'/')} • 

pBiJT {<o — il/) ds KBmta dxj Binut dx ^ '•' 

Hence, in order that Newton's result may be true, we must have 

cot (w - \b) equal to -^ , that is, to . ^!^^ .^ ; this is the case only 
^ ^ dx sm (to — yp) ^ 

if w = Itt, that is, if the axes be rectangular. 

9 The date of this fragment is not of much importance, but I am 
inclined to ^x it as about the year 1694, when we know that Newton 
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was engaged in revising the first edition of the Principia. The refer- 
ence to prop. 7 cor. 3 looks at first sight as if the manuscript were 
subsequent to the second edition ; but I think that this reference 
relates merely to the manuscript of his proposed addition to that 
proposition, of which the three rules mentioned above are, I believe, 
a rough draft. On the other hand, the numerical calculation re- 
lating to book III. prop. 4 gives a number as occurring on page 406, 
line 25, and crh refer only to the first edition ; moreover many of 
the remarks alluded to above in art. 3 would be meaningless if 
written subsequent to the publication of the second edition in 1713. 
Altogether I feel no doubt that the manuscript was written before 
the issue of the second edition. 



The Harmonic Functions for the Elliptic Cone. By B. W. 
HcBSON. Communicated in abstract January 14th, 1892. 
Received May 30th, 1892. 

The harmonic functions for the circular cone were introduced by 
Mehler ; an account of his theory is given in Heine's Kugelfunctloneti, 
In the present communication, I give some indications of a theory of 
the more general harmonic functions which are required for the 
corresponding potential problems connected with the elliptic cone ; I 
propose to call these harmonics elliptic conal harmonics. 

It is first shown that the normal functions are of the form 



-^/^^(plogr)A,(j.)BA.), 



where r is the radius vector, and /z, v are elliptic coordinates, the 
latter referring to the elliptic cones, and p \a s, constant ; the 
functions Ap (/i), Bp {y) satisfy differential equations which are the 
same as Lame's, except that the degree n is no longer a positive 
integer, but a complex quantity — 2+i^^> so that the functions are 
really Lame's functions of complex degree. I have next considered 
the forms of the solutions of the differential equations satip^'*'^ ^^ 
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Ap (fi), Bp {p) which must be taken for the potential problem. There 
are no solutions, as in Laine*s case, which can be found ia finite 
terms. The constant parameter which occurs in the di-fferential 
equations is determined from the condition that Ap (/i.) must be 
periodic with respect to a certain angle 0, of which ^ is a function ; 
it appears that Ap{^) falls into four distinct classes corresponding to 
Xiame's four classes, and that the constant is determined as a root of 
one of four transcendental equations. I have next considered the 
nature of the roots of these equations, and shown that these roots are 
all real and are contained between certain intervals. It is next 
shown that two solutions Bp (f), Bp( — v) of the equation satisfied by 
B, exist, one of which is finite everywhere within the cone, but 
infinite over a certain space lying in a principal plane of the coue 
produced bej^ond the vertex. 

So far as I am aware, Lame*s equation has been hitherto studied 
only in the case in whiqh n is a positive integer (by Lame and 
Hermite), and in the case in which n is half an odd positive integer.* 
It appeared to me that the indications I have been able to give 
as to the nature of the solutions in the case of these more compli- 
cated functions, might not be without interest. 

It may be remarked that the problem of electrical distribution on 
an infinite plate bounded by two straight edges meeting at a point, is 
solvable in terms of these functions. Mehler*s functions are, of 
course, a particular case of the functions 1 have considered. 

1. If for the rectangular coordinates x, y, z we put 

x^=-r^ . y •=iT — : , 2? = r ^ , 

he ^ h'Jc'-h' , cv/c=*~&* 

where c>6, we have x^^y^'\-^ ^ r*, 

^^-Jt ?l_=o. 



thus the equations r =. constant, /x = constant, v = constant, repre- 
sent three systems of surfaces cutting each other orthogonally, the 



* See Halphen's Fmctiona elliptiqueSf Vol. ii., p. 482 ; also Lindemann, British 
ABtociation Report, 1883. 
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-firgfc being coTicentric spheres^ and the second and third two systems 
of confocal cones having their vertices at the centre of the spheres. 
We are about to consider the potential problem for spaces in which 
a boundary is the half-cone for which v is constant and positive ; 
for the other half of the cone y will be negative. We observe that r 
may have values of to 6*, and /i' may have values from h^ to c*. 

It is known* that Laplace's equation V^V= 0, when the quantities 
r, /u, y are considered as the coordinates of a point, takes the form 

where i* = c dn (K—ce, k), v= h sn {(, Tc)^ 

A; being — vc^—1?, and Tc the complementary modulus ; this equation 
c 

is satisfied by (C/'+Dr-"-^ A (/ut) B (v), where A (/i), B (v) satisfy 

the equations 

^^^ + {« (« + l)^«-(6'+c') a} ^ (/«) = 0. 

^^ - {n (n+1) ,.»-(6'+c») a} B{y) = 0, 

a being any constant quantity. 

If n is determined so that the solution (Cr**-|-i)r""~^)-4 (/i) JB(i'). 
vanishes for two given values Tj and r^ of r, we must have 

hence ri = rj , 

or (2w-fl)log^=2A;t7r, 

^2 

where i = \/ — ], and h is an integer ; hence 



n^-i + i 



loglL 
^2 



See Heine's Kugelfunctioiicn, p. 354. 
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Thas, as in the case of Mehler's functions, we take n of the form 
— ^-f i|?, for harmonics adapted to the case of the cone ; the normal 
functions are therefore of the form 

;^co'^^-^'(^)^'(^)' 

when p = log r, 

and where Ap (/i), Bp (v) satisfy the equations 

^^-[(2''+J)^'+(6'+c')«]4,(,i) =0 (1), 

^^ +[(p'+i)v'+(6'+c')a]B,W;=0 (2), 

which differ from Lame's equation only in having —^+p's/^--l forn; 
thus Ap (ft), Bp (v) may be regarded as Lame's functions of complex 
degree. 

These equations are reducible to 

+ [(6'+c')a+(p'+i)^'] ^ 0*) = 0, 
and a precisely similar equation in v. 

2. In order to determine the forms of A (/j), we shall put 

and we observe that, in order that the normal function may be a 
potential function either for the space inside the half -cone y = con- 
stant, or for the space outside this half-cone, it is necessary that 
A (ft) should be a periodic function of 0, the period being 2v ; the 
values of the constant a will be determined for given values of p by 
means of a certain convergency condition. 

The equation ^-. [(2,' + i)^' + (6«+cOa]^ = (1) 
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is eqaivalenfc, when /x is the independent variable, to the eqaation 
(^._6.)(^._c») 1^ +^ (2^'-6'_c') ^ 

+ {(6'+c»)a+(p'+i)/*'}^=0. 
Potting ft = (6» sin' ^ + c* cos' tp)*, 

and making the independent variable, this eqaation becomes 

(6' sinV +0* cos' ^) fli - (c» - b*) sin ^ cos ^ ^ 

- {(6'+c')a+(p' + i)(6'8in»^ + c'cos'^)} il = 0, 

c'— 6' 
or, writing ^IjT'"*' 

(l+KOos2^)^-Ksin2^^-[2o+(p» + 4)(l+Kco8 2^)}4 = 0. 
d<l> dfjf ^ 

To solve this equation, we may take A of one of the four forms 
which correspond to Lame's four classes, 

^ao+Og cos 2^+a4 cos 4^4- ..., 

Og sin 2f + a^ sin 4^ + a^ sin 6f + . . . , 
OjCos ^ + a, cos3^ + a5COs5^+...9 
Oisin 0+ajSin 3^+05 sin 5^-f.... 

These- series are infinite instead of finite as in Lame's case. 

Substituting the first of these series in the differential equation, 
arranging the result of the substitution in a series of cosines of 
multiples of 0, and equating the coefficient of the general term to 
zero, we find 

— 47i2aj„— 2(n-l)*i:a2„,2~2(w4-l)' «:a2n*a+(w+l) i:a2»+2-(n-l)i:aa,-a 

and in particular Oq (2a +/>^ + i) -h f^a^ (p^ + i) =0. 

Arranging the above result, we have for the equation connecting 

(hn*29 tt2n> tt2«-2i 

<hn*4(p'+i) i«+(« + l)(2« + l)ic} + a,44tt'+(2a+2>'+i)} 
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Write -/3 = 2a+2?Hi-, i'c(pHi) = y; 

then, changing n into n— 1, we have 

+ 02.-4 {(n-2)(2n-3)^ + y} =0 (3) 

as the equation connecting a^^ (hn^i^ (hn-i- 

By means of the n equations obtained by giving n the values 
1, 2, 8 ... n, we can express a^n in terms of a,,, the value of (hn/f^o being 
a rational integral expression in /3 or in a of degree n. The condition 
of convergency of the series is that the limit of a2n, when n is indefi- 
nitely increased, may be zero ; this condition gives the values of /3 or 
a as the roots of a transcendental equation which it is necessary to 
examine. 

If any one of the other three series is substituted in the differential 
equation, we shall obtain in a similar manner a relation connecting 
the coefficients, and thence a transcendental equation for tbe deter- 
mination of /3 or a, as the convergency condition of the series. It 
will, however, be sufficient for us to ex:amine the first class of solu- 
tions, as the treatment of the other three classes is precisely similar. 

3. It will now be shown that all the n roots of the equation Oj^ = 0, 
in the quantity /?, are real and unequal. 

Writing down the equations (3) for the values 1, 2, 3, ... n of », we 
see that, when /} = — oo, the functions a©, Oj, O4, -•* (hn have only 
changes of sign, and when /3 = -|- oo , they have only continuations ; 
thus, as /3 changes from oo to — oo , n continuations of sign are lost. 
When Oi^ = 0, where r<n, we see that a2r+2 and a2r-2 have opposite 
signs; hence, as in the case of Sturm's functions, a continuation of 
signs is lost only when a^^ goes through the value zero ; it follows 
that the number of roots of the equation a2„ = in /3, between any 
two given values of /3, is equal to the number of continuations of 
sign in the series a^, a,, a^, ... ag,, which are lost as /3 goes from the 
larger of the two values to the smaller one, and that all the roots 
are real and unequal. 

Again, if /3 = 4(w— 1)', we see that c^n and Oj,,.* have opposite 
signs ; hence a2„ = has one or more roots lying between oo and 
4(n-l)-. 
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Next reduce — — to a oontinaed fraction of the form 

(hn'2 

j3-4(n-l)«- ^ ^ 



u, {/3-4 (n-2)« j - t7,.i {/3-4 («-3)«) - &c, 

, ti ('2n— 1) «f-fy ^*,,-i 

where t*„ = ;^ o\ \. > ^»»-i = -^» &c. 

(w — 2)(2w-3) K-ty Un 

If we put /3 = 4n', it can be seen that each denominator in the 
continued fraction is greater than 2, and thus that the whole 
expression is positive. The same is the case if /3 has any value greater 
than 4w* ; hence for the value /J = 4iU^ the signs of crgn, (hn-i^ (hn-i^ ..- 
are all the same, and thus there is no root of the equation ajM = 
greater than 4n^ When /3 = 4(n — 1)*, the series a2»-2» ^3^-4 ... are 
all of the same sign, and thus there is only one change in the series 
<hnt a2»»-29 «2tt'4* ••• ; and therefore the equation Oa^ = has one and 
only one root lying between the values 47t* and 4 (71— ly of j3 ; this 
root is the greatest one which the equation has. 

We shall next show that the equation a2„ = has r roots less than 
4r^. In the series a^, Og, ... aa,., there are only continuations when 
/3 = 4r'; hence in the series cto, aj, ... Cj,, there are n—r changes; thus 
there are n — r roots of a2„ = greater than 4?*, and therefore r roots 
less than 4r^. It has thus been shown that, of the roots of the equa- 
tion 02,1 = 0, one lies between each of the numbers 0, 2^, 4^, ... (2w)*. 
The roots of a^ = are therefore comprised between 0, 2*, 4^, ..., 
one root being in each interval. 

In the special case »: = 0, we have 6 = c, and the differential 
equation reduces to ,., . 

in this case the values of /3 are 0, 2^, 4', ..., and the corresponding 
values of the functions of this class are 0, a 3 cos 20, 04 cos 4^, 
ttj cos 6^, ... ; these are the functions for the circular cone. 

In the case of the functions A of the second class, it is shown in a 
similar manner that there are an irifinifcc number of values of /3, 
corresponding to any one of which a function is determined, and that 
these values of /3 lie between the same intervals as in the case of the 
first class. 

In the functions of the third and fourth classes, the values r" 
in the intervals between 0, 1*, 'i'^ 5'^ .... 
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In the case of the circular cone (k = 0), the four classes of functions 
A are cos2n0, sin2n^, cos (2n + l) ^, sin (2n + l)0. 

4. We have next to consider the form of the function Bj,(v), a 
having a value corresponding to a particular function Ap (/u) as above 
determined. 

We have to integrate the equation 

ay dv 

H-[(ft'+c»)a+(2>»+i)i'']J?M = 0, 

in a form suitable for values of v numerically less than 6. The 
singular points being v = =b 6, v = ± c, the equation has an integral 
of the form 



^{>+'^(T)'-^-(i)'+-} 
+='il'+»"(T)'+''(T)'*-]' 



which is convergent when v<&, A^y Bq denoting arbitrary constants, 
and a„ a^, ..., &„ 64, ... quantities which can be determined. When 
V = =b 6, each of the series becomes divergent, but it is possible to 
choose the value of AJB^ so that the whole expression will be con- 
vergent for V == 6 5 for this value of A^/B^y the expression will be 
infinite when v = — 6. Taking for AJBq the same value as before, 
but with opposite sign, we obtain a solution which is convergent for 
>'=— 6 but divergent for ^ = 6. Denoting this value of AJB^^ by 
1/X, we see that the equation has two solutions 

A{(i+«,i;+«.i;-+...)+xf(i+6.-^+6.^+...)|, 

the first of which is finite when v = &, and is infinite when v = -— 6, 
and the second of which is finite when v = — 6, and infinite when 
v = h. If we denote the expression 
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by Bp (y), the complete solution of the eqaation is 

The function Bp (y) is finite throughout the space which contains the 
infinite triangle v = 6, and is infinite in the external space which 
contains the infinite triangle v = — 6. There exists one such function 
Bp(y) corresponding to each function Ap(iLi), The constant \ is a 
transcendental quantity to be determined ; in the case (h = c) of the 
circular cone, its value can be determined.* 

In this last case the functions Bp(y), Bp( — y) become Mehler's 
functions Z'(cos 0), E^ ( — cos B), the first of which is finite for ^ = 0, 
and the second for ^ = tt. 

5. As in the case of Lamp's functions, it can be shown that, if 
Ap^ifi), Ap^ (/i) be two functions corresponding to a given value of p, 
and both belonging to the same one of the four classes, then 

['Ap^Apde = 0, 

Jo 

To expand a function of /li in a series of the functions A, we divide 
the function into four parts 

/, (/») + >/7^' -y^^' f,M+ >/7^' /. (/^) + v/?^ /« (m), 

corresponding to the four classes of A functions, where /i (/i), /j (/i), 
/a (m)> /* (ft) are rational functions of /i ; then, assuming the possibility 
of the expansions, the coefficients in the expansion may be determined 
as in the case of Lame's functions. 

6. Suppose it is required to find a potential function, inside the 
space bounded by the semi-cone y = v^, which shall have a given value 
over the surface of this boundary. Let 

F=i:/(r.^) 

be the given value of V when v = Vq 5 ^^®^ 
1 1 f" f" 

* See Camb. Phil. Trans., Vol. xiv., p. 218. 
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for aJl values of r between and oo . Next, suppose / (o-, /i) expanded 
in a series. of A functions corresponding to the value p, say S a^-4pr ; 

rm\ 

we have then 

--^/(n^) =2^^^ I <^i? r 2 «r^pr cos 2? (r-(r)io-; 

the required value of the potential function within v z=z v^ \b 

-?— (' dp r Sa,f4^ A,, 008 p (r-cr) da. 

The potential function for the space outside the boundary v = r^, 
which has the same value as before over the boundary, is 

Next consider the space bounded by two spheres r =: a, r = h^ and 
by the conal surface v = v^; suppose the potential function V is to 
have the value zero over each of the spherical boundaries and to have 
prescribed values over the conal boundaries. In this case the values 



of p are 



kn 



losr 



, where k is an integer. 



The value of V mu«t be of the form 



kmao 2 

2 -—sin 



kwlog- 
log| 



^ 2 aAu,i^iogalb),» 00 



BO:) 



the constants a being determined from the assigned values of Fover 
the conal surface y = v^. 
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Researches in the Calculus of Variations, — The Discrimination (f 
Maxima and Minima Values of Single Integrals with any 
Number of Dependent Variables and any continuous Restric- 
tions on the Variables, the Limiting Values of the Variables 
being supposed given. By Edward P. Culverwell, M.A., 
Fellow of Trinity College, Dublin. Received July 21st, 
1892. Abstracts were communicated November 12th, 1891, 
December 10th, 1891, and January 14th, 1892. 

The subject of the discrimination of maxima and minima values in 
the calculus of variations has possessed considerable interest for 
mathematicians, although, as yet, at all events, of little if any 
practical utility. But, except for the simplest case, that of 



|/(a,,y,-2)c£«, 



the investigations supplied have been so difficult, and have required 
such an amount of analytical skill, as to deter any but the most 
competent mathematicians from considering cases of any degree of 
complexity ; and, even fpr single integrals, the analytic method of 
solution has not, so far as I am aware, been completed when the 
variations of the unknown functions are restricted, or when a 
function of different integrals has to be made a maximum. Again, 
since the analytic solution, as originated by Jacobi, and extended 

by some later writers, requires us to employ —^ (when — ^ 

is the highest fluxion oi y in the integral J , it would seem only to 

justify us in stQjting that the integral is a maximum when compared 

with others derived from it by variations in which , J^ is never 

infinite. For instance, in the problem of shortest distance between 
two points P and Q, a variation which leads us along the zig-zag line 
joining R and Q would not be admissible, and the Jacobian investiga- 
tion does not tell us whether the straight line is a minimum compared 
with such lines or not, but only with lines which have a continuous 
change in the direction of the tangent. This is evidently a defect in 
the method of investigation, which is further defective inasmuch as it 
VOL. XXIII. — NO. 445. R 
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does not show satisfactorily that when the Jaoobian conditions ar& 
not satisfied, the mazimnm or minimum property does not hold, 
though this is, in fact, the case. 

The simplicity of the Jacobian result seemed to indicate that there 
must be some simple way of obtaining it, and, guided by the desire 
to ascertain the degree of continuity required in the variation, the 
simple, almost geometrical, method explained in the following pages 
presented itself to me, first with respect to the unrestricted problem, 
and then for the more complex cases in which the variations are re- 
stricted. It appears a remarkable circumstance that in every case, 
no matter how complicated, the criteria follow immediately from the 
condition that the variations must be such as to render valid the 
expansions used in obtaining the stationary value of U (that for 
which aZ7=0). 

The paper is divided into four parts. In all it is supposed that there 
is but one independent variable, though there may be many dependent 
variables. In Part I., the known results for a single integral U are 
rigorously established. (Essentially this is a portion of a paper in the 
Transactions of the Boyal Society, Vol. CLXXViii., p. 95, but so modified 
as to render it easily applicable to the class of problem in Part II.) 
Part II. deals with what are known as Isoperimetrical Problems, or 
Relative Maxima and Minima ; Part III. with cases in which there are 
relations among the variables in U; and Part IV. with problems 
involving functions of two or more integrals. It is pointed out at the 
conclusion that there is no further theoretic diflBculty when the 
peculiarities in Parts II., III., and IV. are combined in one problem. 

The case in which the limits are variable is reserved for another 
communication. 

Part L 

1. Definitions, (a) — x\x\ U,u, y, jf, ... y^"\ z. 

The limits of the integration are represented by x' and »" ; the 
integral which is to be made a maximum is denoted by 

udx, or by f(x,yyif,.,. y^"^) dx, 

according to convenience. The fluxional notation, 

y = dy/dx, y = d^yjdJ, 2/^"^ = ^vl^x^, 

being used throughout. Where there is a second dependent variable, 
it is denoted by z. 
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(h)—By and a<l>, U,, U,, U,, ... U^; U^, U,^ ... U^n. 

I find it convenient to use a^ for By in many cases, a being a small 
constant, the order of magnitude of which determines, generally 
speaking, the order of magnitude of By, since the function ^ is 
supposed to be finite, at least never infinite. 

When, in u or /(or, y, 2?, ... 2/^**0» *^® value y + By or y-|-o0 is sub- 
stituted for y, and therefore 3?+o^ for j^, and so on, the result, when 
expanded in powers of 0, 0, Ac., may be written 



--(1)- 



f(x,y + a<l>, ^ + a^, ... ^^J + a^f'^O =/(», y^ 3?, .- ^^"0' 

+K(^oo^'+2[7oi0^+Z7„^«-|-&c.H-[7„„^t~)') 
+ terms involving a' and higher powers 
This expansion defines the coefficients ZJq, &c., ZZq^, &c. 

(c) — A [7; BU', B^U i first variation ; second variation. 

By AZ7, 1 denote all the terms involving a in the integral of the 
right-hand side of (1), so that AZJis the complete difference between 
the values of U when y + a^ and y are successively taken as depen- 
dent variables. 

The term in A C which involves a in the first degree is called the 
first variation of Z7, and is denoted by BU ; that involving a' is the 
second variation, and may be written ^PU (strictly speaking, this 
applies only when the limits of the x integration are fixed). 



(d) — Stationary valvs of U; stationary curve; ^^fiased limits**; 
conjugate points. 

When the form of y is such that ^Z7 vanishes independently of the 
value of %, the corresponding value .of U may be called the stationary 
value, the value of y being called its stationary value, or more 
conveniently the stationary curve, since the expression for y in terms 
of X may be represented by a curve. 

The limits of the dependent variable are said to be given when th«* 
values of y, y, ... 2/^""^^ are given for each limit of integration, ar 

r2 
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this is shortly expressed by saying that " the limits are fixed." In 
this case we must have ^, f, ... f^*^~^^ zero at each limit , for otherwise Sy 
and its fluxions would not vanish. 

When it is possible to draw between two points P and Q two con- 
secutive stationary carves having at F and Q the same values for y 
and its (n~l) first fluxions, the two points may be called conjugate. 
In this sense a pair of kinetic foci are conjugate points. 

(e) — Sign of Substitution, 

I*" 
Z7i means (Ui — U^, 

. 2,, Limitations implied in using the expansion by Taylor's Theorem. 

(a) The quantities ^, ^, ,., 0^"^ which appear in AZ7must remain 
finite or zero for every value of x included in the integration. 

(b) The coeflBcients ZJq, Ui, ... Z7oo, ZTio, ... 17„,„ must similarly 
remain finite while y has any value between y and y + a^. 

(c) Conditions (a) and (&) being satisfied, a can be and must be 
taken small enough to secure that the terms involving a' and higher 
powers do not afFect the sign of AZ7. It is not, in general, necessary 
to take a indefinitely small, though it is always sufficient to do so. 

These are the only conditions in reference to the magnitade of ^y, 
or a^, a remark which seems called for in consequence of a criticism 
made by a competent mathematician, that the method on p. 259 is 
not admissible, since the variation selected is an infinitely small one 
of the second order, since A' = pr, while variations of the first order 
only are considered by the calculus of variations. But, in fact, the 
smaller ^y is, the more certain we are that the third condition is 
fulfilled. 

The whole theory of the discrimination of maxima and minima 
solutions can be derived from considering the continuity of the varia- 
tion By, or a^, as involved in (a). 

3. Peop. I. — The function ^ and all its fluxions up to and including 
^('•-*) must be in every sense continuous, but ^^"^ may be discontinuous in 
the sense of changing suddenly from one flnite value to another. 

The first part of this is evident, because if say 0^""^^ become dis- 
continuous, ^^"^ would be infinite, contrary to (a), §2. The second 
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part is. evident when we consider the meaning of such a 
discontinuity in ip^"K Thus, if > 



Z7= [ vT+yciaj, 



such a discontinuity would mean that we compare the straight line 
with an adjacent curve having a sudden change of direction. 

Prop. II. — When the range of integration is small and the ^^ limits are 
fixed,^^ § 1, the value of ^^"^ at any point is large compared to the value of 
^{«-i) (yf. dfiy lower fluxion. 

Since the limits are fixed, the values of ^, ^, ... ^^""^^ are zero at 
each limit, so that, at a point x^ 



'■•■'=(: 



<pt"^rfaj. 



Hence, if /3 be the numerically greatest value of 0^"^ between x' and «", 
it follows that ^^"'^^ can never exceed (»"— a?')/?, and therefore, by 
taking {x'—x) sufficiently small, the ratio of ^^"""^^ to ^^"^ may be 
decreased indefinitely.* 

A similar argument shows that a fortiori the lower functions may 
be neglected in comparison with ^^'*\ 

CoBOLLAUY. — Hence in this case U is always a maanmum or a minimum 
for fixed limits, according as Unn is negative or positive^ 

For the most important term in S*U is I Un^ifl'"'^ dx, and its sign 

is always the same as that of Z7„„, dx being of course taken positively. 



* At first sight it might appear impossible that the statement in this proposition 
could be true, for we determine the stationary value of 1/ by the condition that 



SU or ciT {V'o<f>+ 1^1^ + &c. + U„(t>(**)) dx 



shall vanish, so that the different terms must cancel one against the other, and ^(") 
must be comparable to ^("-0, &c. But this relates not to the magnitudes of the 
different values of ^f"), ^(»*-i), &c., but to the magnitudes of integraU of these 
quantities multiplied by functions Uny ^.n-i)» &c., which, in the small range of in- 

tegration, are nearly constant; hence I ir„ipf^**^dx is nearly the same as Un \ ip^*^^dx, 

which vanishes, because <f>(^'^) vanishes at each limit. In other words, 4>^**'^ has 
different signs in different parts of the integration, and these parts mutually 
destroy each other, so far as terms of the order ^(**) are concerned. But where <p(**) 

enters by its square, as in Zr„n<p^**^''dx, no such reduction occurs, and all the terms 
involving lower fluxions may be neglected in comparison with this term. 
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Prop. III. — A varicUion, beginning at Xi and ending at as,, from a 
curve y= 6x to another yz^ 6(x)+a<i> (a;), is admisnble, provided that 
^9 0» ••• ^^""^^ are zero at Xi and Xf, the beginning and end of the vorio- 
Hon, 

For evidently we may suppose ^ to be zero from x' to Xi and from 
x^ to x**, and to have a valae ^ satisfying the above conditions between 
Xi and a^, and this satisfies the requirements of Taylor's Theorem (of 
coarse ^^'*^ changes suddenly at Xi and x^). 

Similarly we may use a variation made up of distinct curves, pro- 
vided that wherever two of the curves join, they have contact of the 
(»— 2)*^ order, i.e., that the values of y^"*'^ are the same for both 
curves. 

4. Prop. IV. — The integral U cannot be a maximum unless Unndx 
remain negative throughout the whole range of the integration. 




Writing the value of 6^U in the form 

let us suppose Unn^x to be positive through a small part of the 
integral, viz., from ajj to ajj. Then, by taking an admissible variation 
0, which is zero except between those values of a?, it follows, from 
Prop. II., that the only important term in the variation is 






and the sign of this is evidently the same as that of JJ^dx\ which, 
proves the proposition. 

Corollary. — If [7 is a maximum and the stationary curve has a 
vertical tangent, as at A in the figure, the sign of [7„„ must change at 
''lat point, since the sign of dx evidently changes there. 
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Prop. V. — When the limits are fixed^ and when TT^ndx is negative 
throughout the integration^ the stationary value of JJ is a maximum^ pro- 
vided x" is not beyond the point " conjugate" to x\ 

Suppose we take a variation which has the yalae between x' and 
X, and zero between X and x\ ^, ^, ... ^^*~*^ being of course zero at 
«' and X. Then we have seen (Prop. II., Cor.) that, if X be very 
near to x\ S^U is always a negative quantity of the order a' compared 
to the value of Z7 when the limits are x' and X. It is therefore 
evident that, as we remove X farther from x\ the value of S^U cannot 
become capable of a positive value unfcil after X has passed through 
the point for which ^U can vanish for a suitably chosen value of 
^y or a0. 

Sappose PBQB to be the stationary curve, Q being the first point 
for which it is possible to draw a varied curve PHQ for which S^U is zerO' 




Fig. 2. 



.Then it is easy to show that, U^tdx being always negative (so that 
for very close limits of integration the stationary curve is a true 
maximum) the varied curve PHQ must itself be stationary. For, if 
it were not stationary between two neighbouring points A and 0, 
suppose a stationary carve ADO to be drawn between those points, 
such that the variation PADCQ is an admissible one (Prop. IV.), 
i.e., ADG is to have contact of the (n— 2)*^ order with PHQ at A 
and G, Then it would follow, from Prop. IL, that the integral taken 
along ADG would be greater than that taken along the original curve 
AHG, and therefore the integral along PADCQ would be greater 
than that along PHQ, which by hypothesis is equal to that along 
PBQ, Hence ^'Z7 along PADCQ would be positive, and therefore Q 
<:ould not be the first point for which, as we proceed from P, the variation 
•ceases to be negative. Thus we see that PAHOQ must be everywhere 
stationary, so that Q is the point "conjugate " to P (§ 1). 

Hence it follows rigorously that U'isa true maximum, provided the 
two conditions hold, first that [7„„ dx is negative, and second that, in 
passing along the curve, »' is reached before the conjugate point. 
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Pkop. VI. — If TTttn dx changes sign between x and x\ or if the 'point 
conjugate to x' lies between x and x\ then TJ is neither a maximum nor 
a m,inimum. 

The first part of this follows at onoe from Prop. IV. To show the 
second part, suppose that in Fig. 2 the integration extends from P 
to JB (Q being, as before, the point conjugate to P), and let two points 
E and F be taken, one on the curve AHQ and the other on QB, 
Taking these points so close that any stationary curve joining them 
gives a true maximum, let the stationary curve EGF be drawn, 
having contact of the order (n—2) with PHQ and QB at E and F 
respectively; then by Prop. III. the variation PHEOFB is legitimate, 
and, since the integral along the portion EGF is greater than that 
along EQF, it follows that the integral taken along PEGFB is 
greater than that along PEQB. But the latter is equal to that taken 
along PBQB, since both integrals are equal from P to Q. Hence 
PBQR is not a maximum (and it is not a minimum, because the con- 
dition for a minimum, viz., that Un^dx be everywhere positive, is not 
fulfilled). 

If U„n should vanish without changing sign, we have a curious 
case, for if we confine ourselves to a variation given in the immediate 
vicinity of the point for which 1J„„ vanishes, the second variation 

loses its order (because I JJnn^^^^^dx vanishes with a vanishing U'„„j, 

and the third variation asserts itself, so that the total variation A 17 
may change sign for this restricted variation. But for any other 
variation Z7 is a maximum. 



5. The equation which determines the conjugate point is well 
known. If 

y =/(^> Ci, Ca, Cj, ... C2„) 

be the general equation of the stationary curve, and if the partial 
difEerential coefficients of y with regard to Ci, Cj, ... C2n be written as 
2/i> 2/2J ••• 2/2n, the hy of a consecutive stationary curve y-\-^y is deter- 
mined by the equation 

where C^, Og, ... G2n are arbitrary constants ; whence, expressing that 
^//j ^2/ J ••• ^^"'^^ all vanish for x and x\ we obtain 2n linear equations 
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in Oi, Gt, ... (7j„, from which by elimination we obtain the deter- 
minant 

y\, y't y'm 



fu 



^i. 



2/1 » 



■(»»-!) 



y2 

ft 



'(H-l) 






2/2» 



2/2?-^^ 



2/2n 



2/2;^'*-*^ 



= 0. 



.(3), 



an equation whicli gives x" in terms of x. The least value of a?", or 
rather the valne first reached in going from x' along the curve, is the 
conjugate point. 

6. If there is more than one dependent variable, a similar method 
can be applied. Prop. II. applies to each variable, and therefore in 
Prop. IV. we have only to replace 

"'T^""*""''** or j^Z7„.(V"')'^ 
by an expression which, for the case of two variables y and z, whose 
n*^ and m*^ fluxions respectively appear, may be written in the form 

r {a(%(»0'-H2A(V»))(&^-)) +6 (Bs^-^)y] dx. 

Evidently the condition that this shall be always of the same sign is 
that a and h shall be of the same sign, and that ab>h^ (which really 
includes the first condition). If however ab = A*, the terras involving 
the highest fluxions of the variations can be made to vanish, and it 
may become necessary to examine the terms with lower fluxions. 
The problem then assumes a form dealt with in §10, as is easily 
seen by writing for By^'^^ in the ^u of that paragraph its value 
^ (hh^^^ +c^jw'^^') -7- a, and treating the problem as one of two variables. 

Props. V. and VI. apply without material modification. 

Evidently the method is applicable whatever be the nnmber of 
dependent variables. 

Part II. Isoperimetrical Problems. 

7. Jlere it is required to make U a maximum, subject to the condi* 
tion that another integral F is to have a given value K. I use for V 
a notation exactly similar to that already adopted for U. 

According to the ordinary method we have, since AF^O, 
AU= AU+\AV= a[7+xaF+i(^'Z7+A.a*F) + &c. 
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The Btationary onrra makes 

80 that, for it, 

and, exactly as in Prop. lY., we see that (Unn-^^Vnn) dx must be 
negative throughout thie integration if 27 is a maximum. For evi- 
deutly the fact that the variations must satisfy the equation AF=: 0, 
does not affect the argument in Prop. II. 

The argument in Prop. V. is unaffected, except that between x^ 
and X we must of course give such vanations that . 



for as 



i I vdx = 



(because the variation is taken as zero between X and x"), we shall 
thcD, and only then, haVe 

A I vcZaj + Al vdx = Oj or AJ vdx, 

that is AF, equal zero. 

Hence, in this case, we must define the " conjugate point " to x' as 
the point to which a second stationary curve can be drawn, which, 
shall give the same value to V as the original curve (for which there- 
fore the value of \ will in general be different), and which shall have 
the same values for y, ^, ... y^"~*^ as the original curve at both the 
limiting points. Hence the equation which determines the conjugate 
point may be obtained as follows. 

Let y =/(«, X, Cj, c„ ... C2„) be the equation of the stationary 
curve, expressed in terms of the arbitrary constants, and let 
F= F {x\x\ X, Cj, Cj, ... Cif^ be the value of V for the stationary 
curve when the limits of integration are x! and x\ Then the value 
of 8y given in (2) § 6, must be increased by a term which we may 

write as A ^ or . Ayx, and we shall have in addition the equation 
A F = 0, which may be written 

AF = AF,+ Oi^l+0,Pj4-... + C2„^2n = 0, 
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^. Oi, Oj, ... Gtn being, as in § 6, the variations of the arbitrary con- 
stants, and JF\, JF\, &c, being the partial differential coefficients of F 
with regard to them. Hence, eliminating, as in § 5, the variations 
of the constants, we obtain the equation 






y:'''-\ 



yi, 



yr'*-^ 



i^„ 



yin. 



y'^''"'\ 






y:'""'' 



= 0, 



which determines x' in terms of x\ for the case in which the integral 
just ceases to give a trne maximum. 

It is evident that the method maj be applied without any material 
modification when there are several integrals F, TF, &c. whose value 
is given, or again that § 6, in which there are supposed to be several 
dependent variables, can be modified so as to adapt itself to the case 
in which there are integrals F, TF, &c. involving those variables 
which have given values in the problem. 

Part III. Integrals with two or more Dependent Variables^ connected by 
Algebraic or Differential Equations, 

udXf where « is a function of y, z, y, z, ... y^*^\ af**\ 

and let the dependent variables y and z be connected by an equation 
t; = 0, t; being a function similar to u, and containing the same 
£uxion8. 

Since t7 = for all admissible values, we have also At; = ; and 
therefore A U may be written 

A17= \ (Au+\Av) dx 

Jaif 

= f (Su+\Bv) dx-^i [ (S'u+\S*v)dx+&x3. 
J*' Jj/ 

According to the usual method we determine y, z, and X, so that 
the first integral shall vanish, leaving the equation 



AU = ^{''\Pu'^\Pv)dx. 
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Using a suffix at the left-hand to denote partial difEerentiation of u 
and V with regard to z and its fluxions, jast as it has heen used at 
the right-hand with regard to y, we maj write, putting a& for Bgj 

and the expression for ^t; will only differ by V taking the place of 17. 

Now, exactly as in Prop. IL, we see that. ii;^en th§ range of integra- 
tion is small, 9^"^ is large with respect to ^^""^^ or lower fluxions of ^, 
and 6^*^ large with respect to 6^""*^ or lower fluxions of d. Therefore 
it follows that when the range of integration is small, we may neglect 
in S^u all but the last three terras. in .the above expression. 

Again, ^ and 6 are not independent, but are connected by the 
equation Iv = 0, in which, if the range of integration be small, we 
may neglect all variations except ^^"^ and 0^'*\ so that we obtain from 
^ = an equation which may be written 

which enables us to express 0^**^ in terms of 0^"^ and to write the im- 
(^'w -f \Pv) dx in the form 

r {„F»(U-„„-hXF„„) ~ 2„FF,. («[7„+\„F„) + FiUCT+X^^F)} ^daj. 

Hence we see, by reasoning exactly similar to that in Prop. IV., that 
TJ cannot be a maximum unless the term in the bracket is of opposite 
sign to dx throughout the integration. 

The proof in Props. V. and VI. applies without any modification. 

Thus the problem reduces to the well-known one of finding the 
sign of a quadratic expression subject to linear relations among the 
variables. 

9. When, however, the orders of the highest fluxions which appear 
in u and v are not identical, some care is required in ascertaining 
what the linear relation given by ^v = becomes. Thus, suppose that^ 
omitting all but the highest fluxions, we take 

at; = = a^y^^^-^-hhz+c^. 
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Here the highest fluxions in ^v are lower than those of the corre- 
sponding variations in B^u^ and we diflerentiate Bv nntil one fluxion 
at least is common to the two. After one differentiation (neglecting 
all lower fluxions, by Prop. II.), we get, from dBv = 0, 

ay^*^ 4- 62 4- CM? = 0, 

so that z cannot be large compared to both y^*' and «?, wherefore 
(Prop. II.) it must be negligible compared to By^^^ and 5«i?, which 
appear with it in S^u ; in other words, the linear relation among the 
highest fluxions in ^'u in this case is Bz = 0. That there is no linear 
relation between y^*^ and w is easily seen ; in fact, ^w = can only 
give rise to a single equation among the variations. Hence the con- 
ditions for a minimum are that Adx and Gdx shall both be positive. 

If Bv = had been aBy-\-bEz-\-cBw = 0, then two difierentiations 
would have given ns aBy^^^-^b^z-^-cBid = 0, so that, unless Bz and Bw 
are large compared to By^*^ (in which case we write in the limit 
hBz+cBw ^= 0), they must be negligible compared to By^^^ in B^u, 
Hence the linear relation now becomes bBz + cBio = 0, and the condi- 
tions for a minimum are that Adx and {(?B'\'VG)dx shall be positive. 

10. If Bv^O had been aBy^'^^^-bBz^^^ + cBm^^^ — 0^ then Bz and Bid 
cannot be comparable to By^^^ in ^w, nnless By^^'^ be negligible compared 
to Bz^^^ and BvP' in Bv = 0, i.e., unless bBz^^) + cBvP^ = 0, in which case, 
integrating, bz'\-cw = 0, the constant vanishing, because both variations 
are zero at limits, according to the supposition of the present paper. 
Hence we get the same conditions as before. 

Thus, in every case, if we retain in ^v = only those flaxions which 
are highest ow compared with the fluxions of the same variations in 
B^u, and then bring them to the same order by difEerentiation or 
integration (no constant being added), we obtain the linear relation 
which is to be used in connexion with B^u,* 



* The criteria given by M. Jordan in his Cours d^ Analyse would, in all but the 
laat example in the text, give no result at all, since the determinant equation for p 
{I = U, Vol. III., p. 630) would vanish identically, and in the last example the only 
condition his method gives is A positive (since the other root of his determinant, 
p = 0, does not enter into the criteria). It is, however, obvious that A positive 
cannot be the only condition, for Sv = permits us to take 8/^ = through a finite 
range of integration, provided bhz + chw ^ also, and if B and C were both nega- 
tive, it is obvious that Z7 could not be a minimum. Similar difficulties arise with 
Clebsch's criteria. 

The methods of Clebsch and Jordan depend wholly on analytical transformations, 
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When there are more variables or more equations of condition, a 
similar method is to be parsned. First ascertain what variations 
may be omitted from the final expression, and then ascertain what 
relations, if any, connect the magnitudes of those which we retain, 
and finally express the condition that ^^U shall not change sign. 
Evidently, too, tbe second condition, that which depends on the limits 
x' and scf' of the integration, is obtained by following the same rule as 
in the simpler case. 

11. In some cai^es in which the limits are really fixed, it is 
nevertheless convenient to select as the independent variable a 
quantity whose limiting values are neither fixed nor arbitrary, 
bnt dependent as well on the form assumed for the solution as on 
the fixed limits of the other variables. Hence, when this form is 
varied, the limits of integration are also varied, and it is easy to 
see that ^'ZJdoes not then represent the whole of the part oi ATT 
which is quadratic in the variations. An example will best explain 
this. 

Example 1. — Problem of Least Action. 

Let p be the type of the generalized coordinates, and p that of their 
velocities, T being the kinetic energy, and T-f F == the form in 
which the equation of energy is written. Then 



I7=r[r4-A(r+F)]d* 



is the integral which has to be examined. 

It is easily shown (see " Least Action " in Routh's Bigid Dynamics) 
that the part of A [7 which is linear in the variations is zero if the coor-» 



the possibility of which is not demonstrated except by such loose methods as that 
of showing that the number of variables is the same as that of the equations to be 
satisfied. This method, which is never safe without further justification, is 
specially unsuited to the discussion of problems of maxima and minima, because 
we know a priori that it must lead to erroneous results after the '* conjugate 
point " is reached, although that circumstance does not afEect the apparent 
possibility of solving the equations. Probably the fault in M. Jordan's demon- 
stration lies in this direction ; thus, if 

u = Ayl + 3p^+ Cy^ + Dyl and v = ai/i + bi/^+et/i + dy^, 

it is impossible to solve his equations (4) of p. 606, because the five equations for five 
unknowns turn into three for two of the unknowns and two for the three remaining 
unknowns. Yet in this case the criteria he gives are correct, though the reasoning 
undoubtedly fails. 
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dinates satisfy the eqnations of Dynamics, and if the value of\ he — ^. 
Hence, if the limits of t were fixed. Prop. IV. would apply imme- 
diately, because the highest valuations, typified by ^, appear as & 
positive function in ^T, and the quantity (l+X) dt^ which multiplies 
^r, is essentially positive, being ^dt. 

But, since the limits of the independent variable are not fixed, this 
reasoning is not sufficient. lu fact we have to find the sign of 

(u'^Au)dt-\ udt, 

where « = T+X(T+F) =|(T-F), 

since X = — J* 

Hence, expanding, 

AZ7= \ Audt'\-f(u-\-Au)St 

= [^ {^U'¥\^''u)dt-\^Y uH'^X' luZt (5). 

Taking first the part of this which is apparently linear in the varia- 
tions first, and reducing in the ordinary way, we obtain 

(i4-x)^a^+ nt 

IF dp ^ \t^ 

Here ^' is not the complete change in the limiting value of p ; this 
complete change is 

AjE?' = ^p' -\-pW + ip'5^ -h &c. 

If we substitute this value for Sp' in (6), with the similar value for 
3p", we get (6) in a form containing terms linear in ^p and St, 
together with a term 

-\y^^^^(^%)'' (^>' 

The linear terms in (6) vanish with stationary solution, so that the 
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only terms which remain over in (5) are the following, the terms in 
(7) being included, 

£iU=(^^^udt+'^iuBt-\^(l+\)X(p~)B^ (8), 

In finding the sign of (8), we cannot directly apply Prop. II., siwie 
the limits of ^, Sec. are not zero : hut^ if we take ht' zero, we shall have 
hp zeroj since Aj?' then becomes eqnal to Zp\ Hence Prop. II. applies, 
and therefore in (8) we may, if the range of integration he shorty leave 
out the Ip^B in ^u in comparison with the Ips, and \^u may be 
regarded as an essentially positive function of the 3^s, since it is 
derived from substituting hp for p, <&c. in T, Hence the first term 
in (8) is essentially positive. It remains to examine the terms 
depending on the limits. 

Remembering that the range of integration is small, we may write 

where pi is the least value of p (which however differs little from the 
greatest), and 

where c^p, is the greatest value of hp. Therefore U" is of the order 
(j?"— p') 3jOj, and W^, which is of the order (p'—p'Y ^J»,, may be 

^^udt, which is of the order 

Puir-f) or Pu(p'-p) or Bp^(p'-p), in which the, (p'—p') 
appears in the first order only. Hence we reject 

from (8). 

It" 
SuSl At first sight it would appear to be of the same 
f 

fit" 
^S^udt, for cudt is of the order BpH or Bp (p^-^p') ^py 
W 
the same as that found for the integral. But the equation 

a(T+F) = 0; 

"^aken with Prop. II., shows that for a small range of integration hi 
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must vanish, or at least be of the same order as SV, which contains 

SuH may also be neglected in 



If 



comparison with ^^^udt, which is therefore the only term to be 

retained in (8). Hence, for a short range of integration, the total 
variation of the integral is positive, and the stationary valne is a true 
minimnm. Props. V. and VI. at once enable us to prove that, until 
the kinetic focus is reached, the action is a true minimum, while, after 
it is reached, the action is neither a minimum nor a maximum. 

Had it not been that the highest fluxions occurred in the same way 
both in the function to be integrated and in the equation of condition, 
we could not have reduced the problem to one in which we may con- 
aider the limits fixed, even when the range of integration is small! 
It will be shown in the paper on variable limits that in such cases 
we arrive analytically at the criterion in Prop. V. and § 5, relating to 
the " conjugate point." 

12. There is a class of problems in which the quantity to be made 
a maximum or a minimum is taken as the independent variable s, 
€ind in this case the terms involving Es outside the limits in the comr 
plete second variation of U may be neglected, just as in the case in 
which the limits are fixed. For example, consider the following well- 
known problem, which will also serve to illustrate the application of 
the principles of § 2. 

Example 2. — To draw between two points P and Q the shortest line of , 
given curvature,* 

Taking s as the independent variable, the integral to be made a 

^ninimum is I ds, and the limitation is that 

shall be constant, while, of course, 

* See Jellett, Calculus of VariationSy pp. 194-202; Todhunter, History «f Calculta 
of Variations, pp. 164-179 ; and Carll, Calculus of Variations, p. 405. None of these 
discussions go to the root of the matter, though the analytical work of obtaining 
the stationary solution is very fully given, especially by Mr. Todhunter. 

VOL, xxiir. — NO. 44<6. s 



Digitized by 



Google 



258 Mr. B. P. Culverwell on [Jan. 14, 

Hence, nsing the flnxional notation, the integral we have to make a 
minimnm is, according to the n»aal method, 



)Q 



[l-hX((«»+y« + ^)+^(a?+y^ + ^-')](i*, 



the limits of x, y, and z being given, bnt those of x^ y, and z being 
arbitrary. 

It is easily found, and is shown in each of the works referred to, 
that the coefficients of the limiting values of Bx, By, and Bz will not 
vanish unless the curve be plane; wherefore it would appear to 
follow that the solution must be the circular arc of the g^ven radins 
which Joins P and Q, since, if the curve be both plane and of constant 
curvature, it must be a circle. 

If we apply the criterion of the foregoing pages, for fixed limits of 
X, yy z and ±, y, z, to this solution, we find that it gives a true mini- 
mum, for it is easy to see that ft does not change sign. In fact, if 
x\ y\ z be taken as origin of coordinates, 



,. = V{y''z - z''yy^{z"x^x"zy^ixy-y-x)\ 

where each of the quantities in the bracket vanishes at each limit of 
integration, but not between. Furthermore, when we come to examine 
the terms in AZ7 depending on 8s' and ls\ we find, exactly as in tbe 
case of least action, that they arise from 






But in this case the stationary solution makes Is'—Bs' vanish to the 
first order of small quantities, so that if Bs* be taken as zero, 5s" 
vanishes to the first order, and 5s"^ as well as Bu'h'^ may be 
neglected in considering the second variation. Hence the solution 
appears to be a true minimnm for fixed limits of x, y, z, x, y, z, and it 
is worth pointing out that the argument which shows that the terms 
of the second order depending on the variation of the independent 
variable may be neglected, is generally applicable to all problems in 
which that variable is made a maximum or a minimum. 

Bnt, if we endeavour to ascertain whether the circle is a true mini- 
mum when compared with other curves having different tangents at P 
and Q, that is, when the limits of x, y, and z are not fixed, we are 
nnable to complete the solution on account of the impossibility of 
obtaining a general solution of the equations furnished by the 
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calcnlns. Bnt, though unable to give a full account of tlio answer 
given by tbe calculus of variations to the question whether the circle 
is a minimum curve or not, we shall see presently, from geometrical 
considerations, what that answer must be. 

Take any curve G in space, and generate a tubular surface by the 
motion of a circle of small radius r, whose centre is on the curve 0, 
and whose plane is normal to the tangent to G, Then it is evident 
that we may trace on the surface so formed a line of any constant 
radius of curvature p, intermediate between r and the maximum 
radius of curvature of G, and that the curve so drawn will (or at least 
may) wind round the original curve. For instance, if (7 be a straight 
line, then the surface generated becomes a cylinder, and the line of 
constant radius of curvature p is a spiral, the interval h between 
whose threads is s/pr — r^. Now let us take r indefinitely small, still 
keeping p the same, and we find for h the expression V = pr. Hence 
it follows at once that a curve of any given curvature p may he drawn 
indefinitely near to a straight line, or to a line of any curvature of 
greater radius, and it also follows from the expression for the length I 
of a single turn of the spiral, viz., 



l = ^/i? + t» = hyjl+^. 



that, in the limit, l = hy and therefore the length of the complete spiral 
is ultimately the sam^ as Ijiat of the straight line with which it coincides; 
and evidently the same conclusion follows if the axis of the tubular 
surface be itself curved. Hence the condition that the curvature is 
to be constant, though introduced in order to restrict the length of 
the curve,, does not, in fact, put any restriction whatever on that 
lengthy and the answer to the question : " What is the shortest line of 
given curvature?'' is: There is no definite shortest line of given 
carvature, no line differing finitely in position from the straight line 
joining the points, which line, regarded as a helix of the proper pitch, 
must be looked upon as a line of the given curvature, and therefore 
as the solution. Probably, however, no one would set the problem, 
if the irrelevancy of the restriction were apprehended.* 



* The following note is suggested by one of the referees : — 

" The principle, of which the above example is a very apt illustration, that the 
existence of a least value of an integral does not carry with it the existence of a 
continuous path of integration which corresponds to that value, has been already 
emphasised by Weierstrass and others, in particular in connexion with questions of 

s 2 
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The problem, however, deservids careful consideration, becanse it 
illustrates two important principles which are often forgotten. The 
first is the caution necessary in applying the argument (so often used 
to avoid the trouble of applying the criteria for discriminating maxi- 
mum and minimnm solutions) that, as we know there must be a 
minimnm solntion, and as the calculus of variations supplies only 
one stationary solution, that of th.e circle, we can conclude that the 
circle is the true minimum solution. We must be very certain that 
there is no other solution, definite, indefinite, or discontinuous, before 
we use this argument. In the present case, the result which led 
to the conclusion that the tangents at P and Q must lie in the same 
plane (whence it followed from the equation that the curve itself 
must be a plane curve tlu*oughout) might have been stated thus : Sb 
long as the tangents are not in the samiB plane, the value of the 
integral can be diminished, — a form of expression with which our 
solution, which in the limit is a straight line, entirely accords. 

The second principle is brought to our notice when we discuss the 
sense in which the circle is a stationary solution. For here a diffi- 
culty meets us. Draw between P ^nd Q a circle of radius p\ slightly 
greater than the given value p; the curve so formed is therefore 
shorter, by a quantity of the first order, than the stationary solution 
obtained. Now wind a helix around the p' circle, so as to have the 
required radius of curvature p, and consider a variation given to the 
current values of x, y^ and z, belonging to the stationary curve, such 
that the varied curve shall everywhere coincide with the curve ob- 
tained by the winding of the helix round the circle p\ The curve so 
obtained is indefinitely near the stationary curve ; its radius of curva- 



determinacy in the thoorj^ of potentials and the theory of functions, where the 
demonstration has heen babod on the principle of Dirichlet. 



•*Thu8 the volume integral of Dirichlet, 



[-((sr-(gM2)*' 



certainly possesses a least value when it is subject to given values of ^ at each 
point of the boundary ; but that least value may conceivably be approached 
asymptotically by making the slope of the function ^ increase more and more near 
a certain locus, so tha,t the actual least value belongs to a function which is discon- 
tinuous along that locus. 

** If the discontinuity entered in this way, the region of integration might be 
considered to be restricted so as to exclude it, and the difficulty might to that extent 
be got rid of. The example in the paper, however, gives a case in which the 
functional character of the solution breaks down over the whole range of the line of 
integration, and not merely in any particular part of it." 
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ture is everywhere of the correct value; and it is shorter, by a quantity 
of the first order (i.e., the same order as the variations), than the 
supposed stationary curve, which would therefore seem not to be a 
stationary solution at all. Hence there is a difficulty to be ex- 
plained. 

The explanation is that the analytical statement of. the problem, 
taken in connexion with the limitations stated in § 2, implies, not only 
that the radius of curvature is to be unchanged by the variation, but 

also that the quantities tj > 77 > 7^ ^^^ ^^ receive small changes only^ 

a limitation not hinted at in the verbal statement of the problem, and 
one which prevents our U8ing the analytical method to compare the 
stationary curve with all possible consecutive curves of the same 
curvature. For instance, we cannot compare it with a curve whose 
projection on the plane of xy has points of inflexion where that of 
the stationary curve has none; for in that case the variations of 
^) y^ ^9 y (or some of them) must be finite, and the distinction in 
order of magnitude between the first and the second variation dis- 
appears. It does not appear possible to give an analytical statement 
of the problem (except perhaps by quaternions) which shall be free 
from this difficulty, though in all probability, if we could complete 
the analytical solution by finding the value of the integral for varied 
limits of x^ y^ i, we should then find analytically that the circle did 
not give a really stationary value to the integral. 
^ The solution here given must not be confounded with that 
suggested, on other grounds, by Mr. Todhunter in his History^ 
which was that a plane curve, of the required radius of curvature, 
could be obtained by joining together arcs of circles of the required 
radius, th6 said arcs to touch each other and to have their convexities 
turned opposite ways. If the proposer of the problem is willing to 
accept such a solution as this, with its discontinuous changes of cur- 
vature from positive to negative values (evidenced by the existence 
of what, to the eye, appear as points of inflexion), well and good; but 
if not, the solution is disposed of as soon as the proposer of the 
problem observes that there must be a number of curves of really 
constant curvature between the points, and that it is from among such 
carves (of the given radius of curvature) that he wants the shortest 
to be chosen. 
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Part IV. 

13. Discrimination of Maxima and Minima Values of Functions of 
one or more Integrals^ as F(^U, F, IT), where Z7, F, and W are Integrals 
of known form. 

This is an interesting class of problem which seems to have been 
hardly discussed at all, even in regard to the statiooarj solution. An 
example will serve to explain the theory : — 

Example 3. — A uniform cJiain, length undetermined, is hung from two 
fxed points (P and Q) ; determine its form and length so that the ratio 
of the length of the chain to the distance of its centre of mass from a given 
line equidistant from the points shall he a rruixiinum or a minimum. 

Taking the given line as axis of .t, and writing -f-a, y^, and —a, y^ 
as the coordinates of P and Q, we have to make 



j yy/l-^fdx j yy/l-\-y^dx 

LlH J-« 



^/1-^fdx 



a maximum or a minimum. For shortness, denote I vl-\-y*dx 
by X, and yvl-ty^dx by M; then, evidently, 

(f" VTTfdxY 



j yy/lTfdx 



where ^ S = 4 (2MBL-LhM), 

and 

M M^ Mr 

Hence, to secure the vanishing of the first variation, we have 

2Ml^ y/lT^'' dx--U\^ y^l^f dx ^ (10), 
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in which L and M, being the yalnes of the integrals for the stationary 
solution, are constants whose values are to be ascertained. The solu- 
tion of (10) is obtained bj integrating the equation 

-WlT?.-£((23f-L,)-^j=0. 

wHch gives y = ^+ -^ (e^'+e-"") (11), 

in which c is a constant of integration, the other constant being zero 
owing to the symmetry of the curve. We can now easily calculate 
Jj and If. 

J-a«'M^ J -a 

while for M. we obtain the equation 

= 2K + 4- (e^/^-e-^'O ^-ca, 
4 

from which, with (12), we obtain 

M_ 4a + c(6^^'-e-^0 
L 4(e"/''-e-'0 

Substituting this in the expression for y in (11), and putting z^ a 
and y = ^q, we obtain an equation for c, 

_ 2a 

It is evident that there is but one real value of c which satislGies 
this equation, and that, if y^ be positive, the value of c is negative, 
being, in fact, 



^^^^^) 



Turning now to (9), we observe that the second variation consists 
of two classes of terms, typified by S^A and SA^L or BL\ which are 
both of the second order in the variations, and which, if the range of 
the integration were finite, would be of the same order of magnitude. 
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But,by following the method of Prop. IV., and considering only a short 
range of integration (aj"— «'), it is evident that, whereas ^A is of the 
same order as {x''-x){^y, I AIL is of the order {x' -x'f (8y)\ and 
may therefore be neglected in comparison with h*A or PL, a qnite 
unexpected advantage of taking a short range, of integration. Hence, 
with this restriction, the important part of the second variation is got 
from the terms involving ^y* in 

L^ 

and IS T7i -T y "^—^ M^- 

Now, from (11), ?^-y = - -|- {^i^-^e"^% 

and is always positive, since c is negative. Hence, so far as this pai-t 

of the criterion is concerned, the value of — is a minimum for the 
stationary solution. 

As to the second part of the criterion, it is evident that Props. V. 
and VI. apply to this class of problem, and, since it has been shown 
that there is but one value for c, it is evident that no second consecu- 
tive curve of the system can be drawn, anywhere between or = a and 
x=^—a^ so as to intersect the stationary curve ; and therefore the 
solution is a true minimum.* 

14. It is not difficult to see that if, in any problem involving f anc- 

* In this case there is a solution which does not seem to be obtainable from the 
equations supplied by the calculus of variations, at least when we take y and x as 
dependent and independent variables. If y^ be positive, it appears evident that, by 
taking c an indefinitely small positive quantity, we get infinite values for L and M, 

•tr IT \ 

while. for — .we get ( +yo) P^'^ some small positive quantity which 

diminishes indefinitely as L increases. ( This is evident from observing that, 

if L be infinite, the catenary becomes practically two parallel lines, and that 

^ is the distance of the centre of mass above the axis of a?. J Hence — has —J 

for a minimum value when the chain hangs in a catenary, and it approaches this 
value when the length is infinite ; and, evidently, if the form be altered from the 
catenary to another curve, the length being unchanged, the centre of mass is 

brought nearer the axis. Hence yr = — J is a true minimum value of the fraction 

for all possible. forms of the chain, and therefore —4 is a maximum value for the 
reciprocal which we are discussing. The value e » negative zero does not give a 
maximum or minimum unless 3/0=0. 

It is only in the case of yo = that the equations furnished by the calculus of 
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tions of integrals, we impose the restriction that another integral is 
to be constant, or, more generally, is to be a given function of the 
limits, we do not introduce any additional theoretic difficulty, 
although the actnal solution of the problem may transcend our 
power. Nor would there be any farther theoretic difficulty if there 
were more dependent variables, connected by equations of condition, 
except so far as this might prevent our treating the problem as one of 
" fixed limits." In many cases, such as Example 1 (least action) and 
Example 2 (line of shortest curvature), the difficulty which thus arises 
may be evaded, and, where that is not possible, we find (as mentioned 
at the end of § 9) that the criterion obtained includes that relative to 
the " conjugate point " in Prop. V. and § 5. 



On an Operator that produces all the Covariants and Invariants 
of any System of Quantics, By W. B. Stoey, of Worcester, 

. Mass., U.S.A. Received 19th April, 1892. Read May I2th, 
1892. 

I assume a system of quantics of orders w, m', m", Ac. respectively, 
in the n variables x^ y^ z, ..., to be given thus : , 

gl ni t\ ... ^ •' 

&c., 

and call the literal coefficients ag^H,i,...i V».», •' ^g,h,i,..., <fec., freed from 
the numerical polynomial coefficients, simply the coefficients of the 

rariations give both solutions satisfactorily, and this appears to be on accouat of 
the fact that we have no means of distinguishing between the length of the curve 
from Pto Qy and the length between the points where it cuts the axis of x, for the 
abHcisssB of the latter points, in terms of which the length is obtained, are also + a 
and —0 if the length be infinite. Hence, whatever be the real value of ^q, the work 
of the problem for an infinite chain gives the same result as if ^q were zero, and 
thus we always seem to obtain two infinite solutions, one a maximum and the other 
a miaimum, while, in fact, the minimum is the only true infinite solution. 
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several qnantiGS. To any coefficient I give a weight relatively to each 
variable ; namely^ tlie weight of any coefficient relatively to either 
variable is the sum of all its suffices excepting that saffix that corre- 
sponds to the variable in qaestion; tbas, the weight of Cg^h.t,... rela- 
tively to y is gr-h *+..•= ^''—^. I suppose each variable to have 
the weight I relatively to itself, and the weight relatively to any 
other variable. The weight of any product of coefficients and 
variables relatively to any variable is, then, the aggregate weight of 
all the factors of the product relatively to the variable in question. 
If the terms of any polynomial are all of the same weight relatively 
to each of the variables involved in the given quantics (but not 
necessarily of one and the same weight relatively to the several 
variables), the polynomial is isoharic. 

We have here to do only with holomorphic functions that are 
homogeneous in the coefficients of each of the given quantics and 
homogeneous in the variables ; such functions I call simply homO' 
geneous functions of coefficients and variables. 

For convenience, I include cova Hants and invariants under the one 
name "covariants," defining a covariant to be a homogeneous function 
of the coefficients and variables that is simply multiplied by a power 
of the determinant of substitution when any linear transformation is 
imposed on the variables. 

I consider two classes of simple transformations, which I call 
expansions and shears. 

An exjpansion relatively to either variable is a linear transformation 
by which that variable receives a constant multiplier, the modulus of 
the expansion, while all other variables remain unchanged. 

A shear relatively to any pair of variables (taken in a certain order) 
is a linear transformation by which the second of these variables 
receives as increment a constant multiple of the first, while all other 
variables remain unchanged. 

Thus the substitution of px for x is an expansion relatively to x^ 

and the substitution of X'\-\y for aj is a shear relatively to yx, 

I. It is easy to prove that every linear transformation can he com,' 

pounded of expansions and shears, 
- A covariant is, then, a homogeneous function that is not altered by 
any shear, and is simply multiplied by a power of the modulus of 
expansion in consequence of any expansion. 

It appears at once that a covariant of degrees j^j\3\ ... in the 
coefficients of the several quantics and of order ^ in the n variables is 

""Itiplied, in consequence of any linear transformation, by a power 
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of the determinant of substitution whoso exponent is — (Swy — -&) ; 

n 

while any isobaric part of it, of weights Wg, w^, «?„ ... relatively to the 
several variables, is multiplied, in consequence of any expansion 
relatively to x, by a power of the modulus of expansion whose expo- 
nent is 2mj—Wg. ; so that Wg = — [(w— 1) 2wy +"5], and Wy, w„ ... 

have the same value as w^ ; therefore a covarlant is necessarily 
H. isobaric of one and the same weight relatively to all tlve several 

variables, 
A homogeneous function of coeflBcients and variables that is not 
altered by any shear relatively to yx shall be called a differentiant 
relatively to yx. The condition that ^ shall bo a difEerentiant rela- 
tively to yx is that 

(1) ^.^sO, 

shall be satisfied identically, where the differential operator yx is 
defined by 



yx=: ^h.ag^i^s-i,i,...^ 1-2^. &^<.i,fc_i,<,... ^- 

+ 2 ^ . C^ + l.A-l,,,..* -5- +&C. — 2/ ; 



'dx' 



each summation extending to all admissible values of ^, A, «, ..., and 
the several sums + &c. referring to the several quantics of the 
system.* 

A homogeneous function that is a differentiant relatively to every 
pair of variables of a given set may be called a complete differentiant 
relatively to the variables of that set. It appears, then, that every 

isobaric differentiant relatively to all the variables involved in the 
III. given system of quantics is a covarlant of that system ; and, con^ 

versely, every covariant is an isobaric differentiant relatively to 
all the variables. 



* The name "differentiant " was employed by Professor Sylvester in the case of 

binary quantics {Phil. Mag.^ 1878) ; and the operator yx was defined by Professor 
Cayley ("Memolre sur les hyper- determinants," CrelW% Jour., Vol. xxx.), and 
represented by the symbols 1, {yhx} —y^x, -2C, and □ for binary quantics in subse- 
quent papers. 
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The ahea/r'SyniboU yx^ Ac, when applied to any homogeneous 
fa notion ^ of weights w„ m?^, m?,, ... relatively to the several variables 
are combined or interchanged by these formulsB 

yx . xy^ . ^ = xy^ . ya; . ^ + a (wy-^w^—a + l) .xy^' . 0, 



^. 


s* 


• ♦ 


sS' 


■ yx 


f-a 


7z-' 


.y« 


•^. 


^^ 


#-N 




„^ 


^.^ 




*"**• — 1 


^ 




yas. 


«/ 


•* 


szy 


.1/3! 


.f+a 


.^i/-' 


.22. 


^. 



(3) 

yx ,zx . ^^ zx.yx.ifiy yx . yz , <l> ^yz , yx . <!>, 

^ ya; . jw . ^ = jj5 . y« . 0, 

where «, y, «?, « are any four different variables. 

ly^ It is readily proved that a hcymogeneous isoharic function ift^ 
that is of one and the same weight relatively to the several variables 
X, y, z, ..., u, V of any set, is a complete differentiant relatively to the 
variables of this sety if only 

ajy . = 0, aj2? . ^ = 0, ..., «M . ^ ^ 0, XV. ^ = 0, 
I/a? . ^ = 0, ijoj . ^ 0, ... , «« . = 0, vaj . (^ ^ 0.* 

The operator yaj evidently increases by 1 the weight relatively to y, 
diminishes by 1 the weight relatively to Xy and leaves unaltered the 
weights relatively to the other variables, as well as the degrees and 
order, of any homogeneous isobaric function to which it is applied. 

Let a^ y, z, .,,yU, V be any set of variables selected at pleasure from 
the variables involved in the given quantics, and let v be any one of 
the variables of this set. Let be any homogeneous isobaric function 
of the coefficients of the given quantics, and of any or all of the 
variables involved in them, of weights w^, Wy, w„ ..., «;„, w^ relatively 
to a?, ?/, jj, ..., w, v respectively. 

The operator 



ajv* . yv' . zv* ... uv* . vu* ... vz'' . vy^ ,vx' 



* See Salmon's Modem Higher Algebra^ 4th ed., p. 136. I suppose this theorem 
is due to Professor Gayley, but I cannot say where he has proved it for more than 
*wo variables. 
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alfcers neither the weights relatively to the several t^ariables, the 
degrees, nor the order of the f anction 0, when applied to it. This 
operator, it may be remarked, has two. " alee," 

xv' ,yv .zv* .., uv', and in**.., vz* ,vy ,vx*y 

in either of which any two shear-symbols have only the letter v in 
common, and that occurs in the first place in both factors or in the 
second place in both ; by the fourth and fifth formnlsa of (3), any 
two factors of either " ala" are, then, commutative; i.e., the order of 
the variables x, y^z, ,,., u in the operator is immateiial. Multiplying 

this operator by a numerical factor 0.,^;^ *, to be determined later, 

and taking the sam of the product for all integral but not negative 
valaes of a, /3, y, ..., e, we find an operator 



(4) Q = S (7., f^y^ ..., ..»«•. y/ .zv" ... uv* .vu,* .., vz\vy\ vx^, 

in which we may neglect all terms excepting those for which 
0<a<t(7„ O'^fi^Wy, 0<y<w?„ ..., 0<e<«;„, when it is applied to 0. 

By formulas (3), we have 

yx , xv' . yv^ .zo* ... uv* . vu* ... vz' . vy^ .vx^ ,<p 
= /3 . aw* . yv^ .zv"... uv* . vu* ... vz^ . vy'~^ . vx^*^ . ^ 
—a . xo^' .yv , z6* ... uu* ,vu* ... vz* .vy .vx* .<l> 
-fajv* . yu^ . zv* ... uv' . vu* ... vz* . vy . ro:' .yx .^^ 



(5) 



and analogous expressions for the results of applying «c, ..., ux to 
the general term of Q . ^ ; and 



(6) \ 



vx . ajv* . yv^ . zv^ . . . ux* . vu* . . . vz* . vy . v.c* . ^ 
^ a (wt—Wg-\-a'\-V).xv*~^ .yv^ * zv' ... uv* . vw* ... t?2;^ . vy^ . vx .i^ 
-f /3* . xvi* .yv'^ .zv^ ... uv* ,vu* ,.. vz! . vy^"^ . va?*"^* . ^ + &c. 
+ /3 . xv*,.:yv^'^ .zv'^ ... uv* .yii* ... vz* . vy^ . vx" .y.r .<l>-\- &c. 
-h XV* . yv^ . zv* . . . uv* . vu* ... vz! . vy^ , vx*^ . 0, 
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where +Sdc. after any term represents an aggregate of terms formed 
from that term by interchanging y with z^ ..., U| ^^^ &t the same 
time interchanging /3 with y, ..., e, successively. 

If, then, yjs . ^ 0, zx ,<l>^0, ..., uo; . ^ = 0, 

we have 



xy . Q,<l>^'iA/'l^^,^^t,xv' .yv^*^ .zo^ ... uv* .vu^ ... vz*. vy^ , vx**^ . <p, 

where ^^J., = C5 + l).a./,+i„.....e-(a + l).a.i,,,r «» 

and similar expressions for 2x . Q . ^, ..., t^ . Q. ; and 



where 

+(y4-l)^a......l,...-h...+(€+l)^o.,,., , 

We shall, then, have 

yx.Q,<b = 0, 2«B. (2.^ = 0, ..., t*aj. (2.0 = 0, v^. Q.0 =0, 
if (a-hl).a^,,,,,,...,. = (/3 + l).Cf..,,i.„ = (y + l).a,,.,,i...... 

= ...= (€ + l).a.,,„ ^„ 

and 

(a+l)[w;.-«^, + (a + 2) + (/3 + l) + (y + l) + ... + (€ + l)}.0.,i.,.„..., 

i.e., if 
(7) 

'•'''^ ' ^ ^ a!/i!yl...€!(a-t-/3 + y + ...+e-|-«?,-t(;, + 0!' 

where v is the number of variables x, y, z, .,., u (without v). 
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Putting Wg = Wy = w, = ... = Wu = w„ and (for convenience) 
C^o,o,o.....o = Ij we obtain an operator 

(8) 

( {«, y, sij ..., u ; v] 

A 



= 2 (—1)' . Q, . ^' ., — —77 ' aju* . yv^ . zv* ... uv* . vu" ... vz* . vy''. vx*, 
a! p!y!.. .€!(o- -{->')! 

(where o- is written for a+/3-f y+ ... 4-e in eacli term), which turns 
any homogeneous isobaric function 0, of one and the same weight 
relatively to all the several variables x, y, z, ..., t*, t; for which 

y.T5.0 = O, ^jj.0 = O, ,.,, t*aj. = 0, 

into a homogeneous isobaric function ij/, of the same weights, degrees, 
and order, for which 

I.e., by Theorem IV., ^/le operator \^x, y, z, ..., w ; t?}, defined by 

(8), ^i*r»i» any isobaric complete differentiant relatively to the 

variables x, y, z, •••» i*i of the same weight relatively to v as relatively to 

x^ y, z, ...»«, into an isobaric complete differentiant relatively to 

X, y, z, ..., Ui V, of the same weights, degrees, and order. 

Now it is evident from (6) (on putting /5 = >'=... = € = 0, and 
writing y instead of v) or directly from (3) that 

yx . xy* . yx' . = a (w^—w^-^a -f 1) . xy^~ . yx' . +xy* . yx**^ . 0, 

and therefore, if is of one and the same weight relatively to x and y, 

yx . xy* . yx* . ^ = a (a -|- 1) . xy*~ . yaj* . -f-ary* . ya?** . 0, 

and yx.{x;y].il> = yx.'S, (-!)• ^^f^^/^^>^, -0 = 0, 

as Hilbert has proved.* 

Moreover, the operator [x, y, z, ..., u; v] leaves any complete 
differentiant relatively to the variables x, y, z, ..., u, v unaltered, 
since the result of operating upon any such complete differentiant 



Sec Mafh. Annalcn^ Vol. xxxvi., p. 523. 
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with any term of {«, y, «,..., w; t?} for. which a, i3, y, ..., c are not 
all vanishes identically, and the term of this operator for which 
a = /3 = y = ...= c = is 1. 

Therefore, if we write 

(9) [^]i= {«, y, 2, ..., u;v]{x, y, z, ... ; u]...[x,y; z][x; y} .if», 

we have the theorem • * 

VT [^]i *** ^ covariant of the given system of quantics and ef the same 
type as ^ (i.e., of the same weights, degrees, and order), pro' 
vided only that is homogeneous and isoharic of one avd the same weight 
relatively to all the several variables, is the most general covariant of this 
type if is the most general homogeneous isoharic function of the type, 
and is ^ itself if ^ is a covariant of the system. 

If the given quantics are homogeneoas in each of several sets of 
variables subject to independent linear transformations, the operatoi^ 
[ ]i formed with the variables of any snch ^et is commutative with 
that formed with the variables of any other such set, and the co- 
Variants of the syatem are found by applying the product of the 
operators [ ], formed with the variables of all the several sets to 
functions that are homogeneous in the coefficients of each quantic 
and in each set of variables, isoharic relatively to each variable of 
whatever set, and of one and the same weight relatively to the several 
variables of each set. 

There is another operator that answers the same purpose as [ 3i 
(perhaps identical with it in its effect upon the functions to which we 
apply it) that I designate by [ ]'; namely, if [using the notation of 
(8) and (9;] 

(10) 

C {v;u, ..., z,y,^] 



f = S ( — 1)' —nr» — ; — -n n • ^•'»'' • ^V 'Vz\.. vu\ uv' .,, zv" . yv . xv, 

(11) [(/>]'= {v; 1*,..., 2, y,aj] {u\ .,.,z,y,x}...{z',y,^?^{y\ x].^. 
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Thursday, June 8th, 1892. 
Prof. GRBENHILL, F.R.S., President, in the Chair. 

Messrs. G. T. Bennett, J. E. Campbell, and J. L. Hatton were 
admitted into the Society. 

Letters were read from Messrs. Poinoar^, Hertz, Mitta^ Leffler, 
Schwarz, and Beltrami, acknowledging receipt of letter informing 
them of their election as foreign members, and thanking the Society 
for the compliment paid them. 

Prof. Henrici exhibited a model of morable hyperboloids of one 
sheet. In 1873, he gave a student at University College the problem 
to consfcmct a model of a hyperboloid of one sheet, by fixing three 
sticks anyhow, placing others so as to cut these, and tying them 
together wherever they met. He told the student that the system 
would soon become rigid, but was surprised that this was not the 
case. It was easy to see the reason of this fact, and thus he estab- 
lished the theorem : — If the two sets of generators of a hyperboloid 
be connected by articulated joints wherever they meet, then the 
system remains movable, the hyperboloid changing its shape. It was 
also soon found that each point moves during this deformation along 
the normal to the momentary position of the surface, and that there- 
fore the different positions of the surface constitute a system of 
confocal hyperboloids. He then made a model such that the genera- 
tors represented by sticks meet at points which lie on lines of curva- 
ture of the hyperboloid. These, therefore, describe confocal ellipsoids 
and hyperboloids of two sheets. In January, 1874, he exhibited this 
model at a meeting of the Mathematical Society. Soon afterwards a 
student made two copies of this model, and these were fastened 
together in such a manner that both could move together, remaining 
always confocal. It was this model which was now shown. The 
properties of the movable hyperboloid became more widely known 
through a question which Prof. Greenhill set in 1878 at the Mathe- 
matical Tripos Examination, and this led Prof. Cayley to give a 
solution of it in the Messenger of Mathematics. Since that time many 
French mathematicians have made further investigations of the 
property in question; Darboux and Mannheim in particular have 
VOL. XXIII. — ^NO. 447. T 
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made beantifnl applications of the deform able liyperboloid to the 
motion of a gyratory rigid body. 

The following further communications were made : — 

The Second Discriminant of the Ternary Quantic x'u+yv+z'wi 

Mr. J. E. Campbell. 
On the Reflection and Refraction of Light from a Magnetized 

Transparent Medium : Mr. A. B. Basset. 
Note on Approximate Evolution : Prof. Lloyd Tanner, 
A Proof of the Exactness of Cayley's Number of Seminvarianta 

of a Given Type : Mr. E. B. Elliott. 
Further Note on Automorpliic Functions : Prof. W. Bumside. 

The following presents were received : — 

<* fieiblatter zu den Annalen der Fhysik uiid Cheoiie," Band xvi., Stilck 5. 

''Journal of the Institute of Actuaries," No. clxv., April, 1892. 

<< Memoirs and Proceedings of the Manchester Literary and Philosophical 
Society," Vol. v., No. 1, 1891-2. 

" Nyt Tidsskrift for Mathematik," A. Tredje Aargang, No. 3. 

"Nyt Tidsskrift for Mathematik,'* B. Tredje Aargang, No. 2; Copenhagen^ 
1892. 

" Bulletin of the New York Mathematical Society," Vol. i.. No. 8 ; May, 1892. 

« Bulletin des Sciences Math^matiques," Tome xyi., Avril, 1892 ; Paris. 

** Atti della Reale Accademia dei Lincei — Rendiconti,*' Vol. i., Fasc. 6, 7, 8^ 
1 Sem. ; Eome, 1892. 

" Educational Times," June, 1892. 

'< Journal fiir die reine und angewandte Mathematik," Band cix., Heft 4;. 
Berlin, 1892. 

" A Treatise on the Mathematical Theory of Elasticity," A. E. H. Love, Vol. i., 
8vo ; Cambridge, 1892. Prom the Author. 

" On the Effects of Selection — An Actuarial Essay," Emory McClintock, Svo ; 
New York, 1892. Prom the Author. 

"Reprint of a Description of a Machine for Finding the Numerical Roots of 
Equations and tracing a variety of useful Curves," P. Bashforth, 8vo pamphlet ; 
Cambridge, 1892. From the Author. 
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Note on the Algebraic Theory of Elliptic Transformation. By 
John Griffiths, M.A. Received and read 10th December, 
1891. Received in revised form June 28th, 1892. 

In a former note, published in the Froceedings of the London 
Mathematical Society (Vol. xviii., pp. 377-88), it was proved by the 
present writer that the transformations with regard to the functions 
can be easily deduced from an elementary formula, viz., if / is a 
function of x and A;, then 

_^ = .^. 

dxdk dkdx 

I now propose to show that we can form the differential equation 
satisfied by the numerator and denominator of a transformation 

by means of the elementary theorem in qaestion. 

Section I. Elementary Theorem. 
J, Mdy dx 

M ^ = — -«• -;r- (n bemg a number), 
AA ah 

n = nkk" 4r + Aa;(? (aj, k) ^, Ax = yi-aj». 1-A;V, 
dk dx 

i.e., Qy = M-'\*y(l-y'); 

tiien Aa,|^+?^-5g! ^=lf-»X'(l-y') (1). 

dx 1— AjV M dk 

This result is practically the same as that given in my former note 
(Vol. XVIII., p. 383), and depends upon the identity 

cPy ^ cPy 

dxdk dkdx ' 

T 2 
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By taking (.. k) = A«£ log ^g^.. 

we arrive immediately, by means of this proposition, at the 8 trans- 
formation equation 

e {M'' (n+«o), X} = OeT'^'^Q^^u) Q (sn u), 

where 0, ft, v are X;-function8. 

Assuming then that 

(?(«.fc) = A.£log^^-^. 

the equation (1) may be written in the form 

= M-«X«(l-2/') (2), 

where n' — ^ n" — ^ 



Section 2. 2%e Method of Squares. 

If P and Q be rational and integral functions of x and A;, the 
equation (2) of the previous section leads to what may be called the 
method of squares. 

In fact we have 

-\-(^xy W-CH'Q) = 2f-2X»P«. 

In a similar manner, by writing -— for y, and taking 

Ay 

^ ' ^ dx ^ (l-J^xy^' 

in the formul89 of Section I., it follows that 

(M--2X^+-^^-nA:»)p»+nA;VP«+a!(l + A:»-2Aj»aj*)P'P 
+ (A»)« (P'^-P'T) = M-^ Q\ 
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For example, if n = 3, 

we find that al-QJc^al-W (l-^V) a,-3A;* = 0. 

Section 3. DifferenOcd Equation satisfied by P a,nd Q. 

Taking «(..,) = ^Aio^_|_. 

and writing $ = Jf-»X» (1-y'), 

the results of Section I. are 
{ = 3f-'X'(l-y') 
= «*»(l-<^)+.(2.V-l-*«)|H-l-«..l-.v|(|)-«^f. 

where X'' = l— X', 

aA; C Q ; (MJ 

We thus find ultimately tliat Q satisfies a differential equation of 

+..{^g^(..+^,f «.»*^f |(f )=0 ...(4). 

where »i =nA;*(l-a^), ajj = aj(2A?V— l-A:*), «a = 1 - ajM - A; V, 

and X^ is a rational and integral function of degree 4 in x^ also X,, 
X3 are rational and integral funotions of x involving the differential 

coefficients 4^, ^, ^, &c. 
ax ah dscr 

If, then, Q is a rational and integral function of x of the form 



. ....(3). 
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which contains no square factor, it follows from (4) that the expression 

aj, ^ + (aj,+2a^i) ^ ^2n'kk'^ ^ involves the factor Q. 
dar ax dk 

In other words, we may take 

». f? + («.+2«!,) ^ +2nkh'' g = (a+Zfe+ya?) Q (5), 

ax ax afc 

where aj, = l-ic*. 1-A^aj«, a;, = a? (2A;V-1-A:»), aji = nA^ (!-»»), 
and a, /3, y are ^-functions. In general we have 

i3 = and y =-n(n-l) A;'. 

Section 4. Example of tJie result of Section 3. 

If P = 6ia; + 68»»+...+&H«", 

and Q = l4-a,a!^4-a4aj'+...+atiB*+... a„_iaj""\ 

where 7i is an odd nnmber, the differential equation (5) of the last 
section gives the following result, viz., 

(^ + 2)(^+l) a,^2'^2nky^ ^ - {2a, 4-^-^ (2n-t) A?} a, 
afc 

+ (n-«+2)(»-<+l) ft»a,_, = 0, 

Where 2a, = Jf-»X'-«&'+ "^ ^. 

M dk 

It thus appears that, if a, were given, we could find a^y a^<, ••• a„.i. 

For example, if n is a square number and \ = A;, then o^ = and 
a^, a^, ... are also known functions of k. 

It is clear that in general we have a differential equation of a 
certain order to determine a^. 

For instance, if w = 3, so that 04 = 0, a^ = 0, ..., we have, by 
putting t = 2y a^j = 1, 

3A;A;'«^ -a'-2 (1-2A;«) a,+SJ^ = 0. 

Similarly, if n = 5, so that a^ = 0, ... there results a differential 
][uation of the second order in k to determine a,. 
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The above differential equation connecting a^+2» ct«, a^.a is also true 
when n is any number, and Q is an integral function of the form 

Q= l+aia54-aj«'+...+a„aj*', 

the general term being atx\ 

If Q be written 

Q = 1+ v^A; aiaj+A;ajaj»+ ... + W'a,»'+ ... + A;*'»a„aj% 

and h'\----=zp, 

we have 

-1-.^^ fl u2*ifc'' 

(2A; 



0+4)(^+3)a,^4 + 2nA;'';|(«,,0-{2a,-(* + 2)(n-<-2)p}a,,2 



H-(n-0(w-<-l)a« = 0. 

For instance, if Q = 1 -f yA; ajOJ + A^ajic*, 

we have w = 2, a^ = 0, 04 = 0, ... ; so that, when ^ = — 1, a_i = 0, 
we obtain 

4A;''||=(2a,^^)a,. 

Again, when t = 0, 4P ^ -2a^ + 2 = 0. 

It thus appears that a, = 1, a^ = ck~^ (1 + A;)* (where c is Sr constant 
independent of A;) are solutions. 



Section 5. Deduction of the P Formidoe* 

The following is an example of a method by which the P formulas 
may be derived from those for Q. 

Let Q = l + aiajH-ajaj'-F...4-ata5*4-...-Fa„a!'', 

P 
and suppose the transformation equation y =^-p: to be such that y is 



* This section has been added at the suggestion of one of the referees. 
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ohanfired into r- when — - is written for x ; we tHen have 
Xy kx 

(1) (^ + 2)(^ + l) a,,2 + 2nfcik'»^ - {2a,+^-/ (2n-0 ^} «* 
+ (n—t+2)(n-t+l) Va,.t = 0, 

afc 
+ (n-e+2)(n-.^4-l) k%.2 = 0. 

In the particnlar example nnder consideration it can be proved 
without anj difficnlty that either of these f ormnlaB may be transformed 
into the other. 



For, if 
and also 



or 



1 ^ h,+ h,(Jcx)''-^...+K(hxy- 
Xy l + a,(Jcxy'-^...+a^{kxy^'' 



we must have 



ht = /iA?*aH 






and /i'XA;» = ],. 



Hence, from (2), it follows that 

(^+2)G+1) /i^'*X-*-2 + 2nfcA;'« ^ (/ife'a,._,) 



- {2a,-Jlf-«\''4-^-^ (2w-0 Aj*} /iA:'a„., 



or (n-*+2)(n-^+l)a„.,+2 + 2nfcfc'*^-||=-' 



+ G + 2)(< + l)A;'a,..*-2=0; 
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where fi^h^ = 1, 

and, oonseqnently, fi^h^ = ^jri^i 

^nkV' ^\og iix^V") = nfcik^ 4t log (^^"") = "^^ ir +»* (w-20 ^ 

It tlms appears that (2) is transformed into 
(n-^ + 2)(n-^ + l) a„.,,2 + 2nfcfc«^^"f-' 

-{2a,+(n-0'-(^"-^') ^} a»-*+(^+2)(^ + l) ya„_,., = 0. 
Now, if we write t for n— ^, this is 

(^+2)(^+l) a,+a+2nA;A;'» ^' - {2a,+^-* (2n-0 V} a, 

+ (n— ^+2)(n-^+l) Vat^2 = ; 
in other words (2) can be transformed into (1). 



Further Note on Automorphic Functions.- By W. Burnside. 
Eeceived and read June 9th, 1892. 

I propose in the present paper to continne the consideration of 
certain groups, and the antomorphic functions connected with them, 
with which I dealt shortly in a previous paper, published in the 
current volume of the Society's Proceedings, In that paper it was 
shown that, for symmetrical fuchsian groups of the first class, auto- 
morphic functions taking every value twice only in the generating (or 
any) polygon can always be found, and therefore that the algebraic 
equation connecting two different automorphic functions is in this 
case an equation of the hyperelliptic class. 

I shall here show how, when the group is given, to calculate the 
coefficients in the equation, incidentally expressing the two variables 
which the equation connects as uniform functions of a single para- 
meter. 
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Herr H. Weber, in a paper published in the Oottingen Nachrichteny 
1886, with the title " Bin Beitrag zn Poinoar^'s Theorie der 
Fuchs'scben Funotionen," has already dealt with the problem of 
expressing the variables in a hyperelliptic equation as uniform 
functions of a parameter, and the mode of expression obtained in 
this paper is not essentially different from M. H. Weber's ; still, 
though in this point possessing no novelty, the forms of the ex- 
pressions here obtained are both infinite series and infinite products, 
while M. Weber's functions are all expressed in the form of infinite 
products, and moreover the group on which the functions depend is 
simpler than (in fact is a sub-gp:oup of) the group from which 
M. Weber starts. 

The latter group is defined as follows : — 

Take n circles with their centres lying on the real axis, and such 
that each one is outside all the others. Then n elliptic substitutions 
of period 2, with the n pairs of points where the circles meet the axis 
as their double points, are the generating substitutions of M. Weber's 
group. Any substitution of the group can therefore be represented 
by an even number of inversions at the system of n-fl circles formed 
by the n given circles and the axis of a?. The symmetrical fuchsian 
group whose substitutions are the equivalents of an even number of 
inversions at the n circles is immediately seen to be a self -con jugate 
sub-group of the former, and it is on this group that the functions 
involved really depend. 

After obtaining the equation connecting two independent auto- 
morphio functions, I go on to determine explicitly the relations 
between the integrals of the first species to which the equation gives 
rise, and the ^-functions of the corresponding group. 

In the second paragraph, applying directly the definition which 
Prof. Klein gives in dealing with Abelian functions of a new element 
which he has introduced into the theory, I have shown how to express 
any automorphic function as the product of a number of factors 
which bear the same relation to it that a linear factor bears to a 
rational function. 

Lastly, the relations between a symmetrical fuchsian group and 

its simplest sub-group (which is also symmetrical), as well as those 

between the functions connected with the two groups, are investigated; 

and, in the particular case when the hyperelliptic integrals reduce to 

Uiptic by a quadratic substitution, the form of the generating 

lygon is determined. 
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1. On the Algebraic Equation connecting Two Independent Automorphic 

Function^, 

I suppose for the present that the symmetrical f uchsian group is 
defined by n+1 circles C^, Ci, Oj ... (7„, each outside all the others 
and with their centres on the axis of x. If Gp he taken also to repre- 
sent an inversion with respect to the p^ circle, the n fundamental 
substitutions of the group may be written 

Sp = OpGo (p = 1, 2, ..• n). 

If a, /3 are the double points of Spy and a„ /S^ the homologues of a, /3 
with respect to any substitution of the group, it was shown in my 
former paper that 






the summation extending to all different pairs of points a,, /3j. 

If Oi, Pi are the homologues of a, /3 for the substitution Si, and 
«i» Aj for the substitution G^SiCQ, which is Clearly also a substitution 
of the group, then, since Gq changes a into /3, and Si changes /3 into 
fii, it follows that aj and /3j are inverse points with respect to G^ BS 
also are fij and a^ ; hence, pairing the substitutions in this way, 

z — a z-'li Iz—ai z—fij z—Oj Z'-piJ 

Now, if P, Q are inverse points on a diameter MN of a circle, it 
may be easily verified that 



11(^-7^)^'='=''' 



where the integration is taken along the semicircle from M to N. 

Hence, if a^, h^ be the points where Gq meets the real axis, the above 
form of d (z, Jp)y taken in conjunction with the previous result that 
the integral is always a finite quantity, gives 



t 



0(2?, Jp)(2ij=(2m+l)W, 

a© 



where m is an integer, the integration being conducted along the 
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circle C^ ; and therefore 

e3^p[«p(&o)-*;»(«o)]="l, 

where 8, is any one of the f andamental substitutions. 

If, instead of taking for tbe generating polygon the region external 
to Oj, (7j, ... On, and to theii' inverses in Oq, there be taken the region 
external to Oq, Ci, ... Gi^u 0<+i ... Gn and to their inverses in (7,-, the 
group remains the same, while (7, takes the place of Co in the previons 
investigation, and. the substitutions 

OpOi (p = 0, 1, ... *-l. i+l, ... n) 

must be regarded as the fundamental substitutions. Expressed in 
terms of the former fundamental substitutions, these are 

8t\ S,8-' ... 8,^,8t\ 8,,,8r' ... 8^87'. 

If, then, a<, 6< are the points where d meets the real axis, and J is the 
homologue of infinity for any one of the n substitutions just written, 

d(z,J)dz:=:(2m + l)in, 
m again being an integer. Now it has been proved before that 

Hence, ii q^ i, 

e(.,/,) = e(i.,/..,p-e(«,/..o. 

[hi 

and I 8 (2-, /,) dz = 2m7n ; 

while 

r* e (z, X.i) dz=^-{'e(z, j;) dz = (2m"+l) m. 

J Of Jo,. 

Hence, finally, 

exp [<l>i (hi) - <t>i (a.) ] = — 1, 

exp [0, (hi) -0, (a.) ] = 1, q^i. 
It will be convenient to use the abbreviation Zt for ^ ~ . With 



Digitized by 



Google 



1892.] Automorphic Functions. 285 

this notation it was shown in the previous paper that 

and now, if for a, b in this formula a^, h^^, 04, h^, &c. be saccessivelj 
written, there results 

expxa^ t,^M = - exp Xa^ ^ (z), p = l,2 ... n, 

and exp Xa,, h^M = exp Xa^^ j,. (2;), p = 1, 2 ... * -1, i + l ... n, 

e^cp Xa,, 6, (^<) = - «^P Xa,, ft, (^)- 

Hence exp2x^. ^.(«) is an automorphic function, and, since in the 
generating polygon it has a single double infinity at hi and a single 
double zero at a^, its square root exp x^ j. (^) is the analogue of a 
hyperelliptic function. 

Also the above formulas show that 

is unaltered by the fundamental substitutions, and hence this also is 
an automorphic function. 

I return now to functions in the form of infinite series, and, to 
simplify the analysis as far as possible, I suppose the circle O^ to be the 
axis of I/, which, as I have shown, involves no real loss of generality. 

Then, as shown on pp. 76, 77 of my former paper, 

Xa = i/zfl (z)—^-a W + constant 

is an automorphic function which takes every value twice in the 
generating polygon. It will first be proved directly that between 
any two such functions a lineo-linear equation holds. 

Replacing 4'a (^) and i//_a (z) by the forms given on p. 68, and 
omitting a constant term, which if necessary can be replaced in the 
result, 

. iP„ = d (a, z) — (-a, 2) 

Hence 

On resolving the product of the two brackets into partial fractions, 
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the terra depending on is 

Ui — Z 

ij ai^zLbj—ai o, + a,J 

i tti — Z *- -" 

= eia,z)[d(b,a)+e(b,-a)]. 
Hence 

XaX, = ai, [e (b, a) + e (jb, -a)]+x, [d (a, 6)+fl(a, -6)], 

xj e(b,a)+e(b,-a )'] 

or Xh = — ' ■^— . 

«.-[e(a,6) + e(a,-6)] 

Now a,. = 2S ^y"*ty''S 

so that Xa has a donble zero at « = oo , and, taking account of this, the 
above relation between aj« and Xf, is what would have been obtained 
by assuming the one a linear function of the other from other con- 
siderations, and determining the constants from the zero and 
infinities. 

The two infinities of Xa are in general distinct, since, if a is in the 
generating polygon, —a is generally a different point also in the 
generating polygon. But, of the two circles Cp and Op, only one can 
be reckoned as belonging to the generating polygon, and hence, if a 
coincides with one of the points a,- or fe„ the two separate infinities of 
Xa coalesce into one double infinity. From this it follows that 
^bl^a. ®*^ ^^^^ differ from exp 2x^. ^. {z) by a constant factor. 
Since (7o is here taken for the axis of 2/, &o and a^ are and oo , 

Now, when a diminishes without limit, 



Lt. »„ = illi. -^ ^ — — y- 



-5i / 



= Lt. 

V a _ . _ , _ 

-ytZ+ot y, — y<«+aj y,> 

=-?[(^)'-(SSI,)> 



X x/ 1 1 I 1 1 \ 
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-"'-'•" '=![(S)'-(Sflt,)'] 

is an automorphic fnnction taking every value twioe, witli a doable 
infinity at the origin and a doable zero at infinity ; and if the value 
of the argument is expressed by writing x {z), it follows that 

exp2x„oW = Ox, 
and exp 2x, . (z) = G' £11^ , 

where 0, G' are constants. 

Finally, then, the two linearly-independent automorphic functions 
, X and y, where 

are connected by the equation 

1 x—x {pi) 

where the constants are directly calculable by using particular values 
of z in the series 



^.m'-m^n 



It is not without interest liow to verify directly that the n indepen* 
dent hyperelliptic integrals of the first kind connected with the last 
equation are identical with n linearly independent ^-functions of th& 
group. 

The integrals may be written 

f dx 



J [x-x(hi)]y 
and it is therefore to be shown that 



(t=1.2...n), 



dx 



can be expressed in the form 
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For this purpose it is necessary to determine the zeros and infinities 

Now, if a, & are anj one of the pairs of points a^, &,-, then 

X — X (a) ,j / V 

-— i^ = exp2x..»(.);. 

and therefore 

= [«-«,(a)][«-«,(6)]S(y..+«.)-'{^-^-^}. 

When = a, x—x (a), considered as a function of 2;, has a double zero ; 

and therefore — has single zeros at the points a, 6. 
dz 

Also, since ^ = 5 ^^^ — \ *^ - , 

dz i s?. 

it has a triple infinity at 5? = 0, and this is its only independent 

infinity ; and, since aj itself has a double zero at infinity, -^ must have 

dz 

a triple zero there. This enumei'ation is complete, for it was shown, 

pp. 78, 79 of my former paper, that the number of zeros of any 

function of the form* 

in the generating polygon exceeded that of the infinities by 2n, and 

while -r- has a single triple infinity it has also been shown to have a 
dz 

triple zero and 2n simple zeros at the points Oj, ft^ ... a,„ \, 
Considered as a function of z^ 

1 
\x—x(hi)']y 

[x-x (60] ... {^x-'X (&<-i)] [jg-a; (fe^^a)] ... [a?--g (&n)] 
^x [aj-a5(aO] [aJ-aj(&0] ... [x^-x K)] [oj-aj (6«)] 



or 



has simple infinities at a^, a, ... a„, hi and oo , simple zeros at &i ... b^.i, 
hi^i ...&„, and finally a triple zero at 0. 
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Hence = t- has no infinity, and doable zeros at the 

[x-x(h:)^y dz 

points hi ... 6^.1, 6<^.i ... &„, oo , that is to say the equivalent of 2n 

simple zeros in the generating polygon ; moreover, as already shown, 

it is of the form 

It therefore only remains to be shown that the constants G can be 
80 chosen that 

which necessarily has a double zero at infinity, shall have n—\ other 
double zeros at the points 6i, 6, ... 6,.!, 6,+i ... 6„. 

This is immediately obvious ; for, if d (js, J) has a zero at z^ in the 
generating polygon, it necessarily has a second at —z^. Now if z^ 
approaches one of the points 6, a homologue of —z^ will also approach 
h, and in the limit the two zeros will coincide and form a double 
zero. Hence, if the n— 1 ratios of the constants are so determined 
that the expression in question vanishes at 6i, &c., it will necessarily 
have double zeros at these points. 

Finally, then, 
r '„.M ^ = con8t.x e{z,J,), d{z,J,) e(^,J,) 

•- -* e(&i,/i), 0(6,,/.) 

e(6<-i,j;). e(6.-i,/n) 

0(6<+i, /i), <*(6j+i, /„) 

fl(6«, Ji), e (&„,/„) 

Corresponding relations can obviously be obtained between the 
integrals of the second and third species and the corresponding 
j^-functions. 

2. On the Prime Factors of an Automorphic Function, 

In his recent memoirs on hyper-elliptic and Abelian functions. 
Prof. F. Klein has introduced, as a new element, an expression to 
which he gives the name " Frimform^ 

VOL. XXIII. — NO. 448. u 
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He defines it as follows. Let w^, t^„ ... i^?„, be the n everywhere 
finite integrals connected with a given equation of deficiency n (or 
on a given 2n -f 1-ply connected Riemannls surface),, and let 
^ij 0«» ••• 0n be n finite (i.e., not infinitesimal) quantities such that 

Then, if dm is the common value of these fractions, and if Fl'^l is any 
integral of the third kind on the surface, the " Primform " 11 (aj, y) is 
defined by the equation 



O («, y) = Lt.rf,.o,dy-o ^dto^d(o^ exp (-P^,T' *""'*')> 
a;, ^ denoting any two points on the Riemann's surface. 

O (aj, 2/) vanishes only when the point x coincides with the point y, 
and does not become infinite for any position of the points. 

It is the exact analogue for the multiply-connected surface of the 
form 

for a simply-connected surface, where xjx^ is any function of position 
on such a simply connected surface, which takes every value once 
only; and just as any unifonn function on the simply-connected 
surface can be expressed in the form 

so any uniform function on the multiply -connected surface can be 
expressed in the form 

jl Q (a?i y) 

y. y O (X, y) ' 

In his memoir of the theory of Abelian functions (Math, Ann.y 
Vol. XXXVI.), Prof. Klein refers to a paper by Herr Schottky in 
Grelle's Journal, Vol. ci., where a precisely similar expression is 
introduced in connexion with the theory of automorphic functions. 
From the point of view taken by Herr Schottky, the close parallel 
that exists between the functions he deals with and the analogous 
functions of position on a Riemann's surface, are lost sight of. 

I propose then, here, to take Prof. Klein's definition, and from that 
directly to construct and investigate some of the properties of the 
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fanctions (and forms) on the i?-plane that are equivalent to his 
Frimformen and the derivable prime-functions on the surface. 
It has been shown, p. 69 of my former paper, that the function 



X...(..y)=21og(j=|K^ 



is the equivalent on the j;-plane of the integral of the third kind on 
the Riemann's surface. 

If the suffix refer to all substitutions except the identical one, 
this may be Written 

expy /^ y) ^ (^-a)(y-h) g (g,.-a)(y,-.6) 

or, since x«.6 («^» y) = - Xb,a (^, y), 

{z--h)(y-a) exp { -Xm (^, V)] = (^-«)(2/-&) ng^ggf^. 

If now. a approaches y, and h approaches z, the right-hand side 
remains finite, and also in the limit becomes a perfect square, for it 
may be at once verified that c^osc ^^ h'c 5 

{zi—y){yi-z) _ (z.i—y)(y.i-is) 

(Zi—z)(yi-y) {z.i-z){y_i-y)* 
Hence the limiting form of the previous equation is 

Lt.„., ^/(.-6)(a-2/)exp{-XM(^,y)} = i^-y) ^ l^~l^l^;Zy^ . 

where now, of each pair of inverse substitutions 8 and S"^, only 
one is to be taken in the infinite product. 

If now zjz^ and y^/y^ be written for z and t/, and the equation be 
multiplied all through by y^z^y the left-hand side becomes 

I^t-d»-o \^(«idZi—z^dz^)(y^dy^-y^dyi) exp {— x«.d,.y+dy (z, y)}, 

which agrees exactly with the expression used by Prof. Klein to 
define his Primform. The Primform on the j;-plane may then be 
written 

' i^i^KyiV) 



where (ay)=a,y,— »,2/„ 

u 2 
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and the prime-f anction will be derived from this by dividing by y„ z,. 
It is to be remembered that in forming the infinite product, 8 and 8'^ 
are not to be regarded as distinct substitutions. It is evidently 
immaterial for the present purposes whether the form or the function 
is dealt with, and a symbol Q {z, y) will be taken for the function. 

It is clear that O {Zy y) has a single zero in each polygon, namely 
the homologue of y in that polygon ; and that its only infinity is at 
infinity ; also if z and y are interchanged the function changes sign. 

To determine the relation between Q {zp, y) and O (xj, y) it is 
necessary to return to the equation defining the function. This gives 



Q fa, v) ^ Lt I fa-fepXa-y) exp {-X3„ afa> y)] 

O (z, y) '?:?>/ (z-h)ia-y) exp { -Xb,a («, y)] 

Now, from p. 69 of the former paper, 

Xb,a («„ y)'-'Xb,a («, y) = ^p (a)-0p (ft), 
and X6,«fay) = X..»(^a)- 

Hence exp {x6,a (^, y) -X*^, « fa» y) ] 

= exp {x6,« {z, y) - XhA^py y) ] 

• ^exp {x,^, y (6, a)-X,^, y (&P, «)} 

= exp {0p (fe) - 0^ (a) + 0, {z^) -0^ (y) j . 

Also, '-^^=^ ^ 



z-p (vpX + ^pXypb-hSp)' 
and therefore, writing a = y and h =- z, 

= (yp«+^,)-' exp { ^, W -^, (2/) + ^ } . 
If Zp be written for z in the product 

1 ^{z.XrY 

the function is reproduced multiplied by the factor 
expS[^,(a;r)-0p(2/r)], 
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and if for n of the x'b and ^'s suitably chosen homologaes are written, 
this mnltiplier will become 

the quantities n, being any arbitrarily assigned positive or negative 
integers ; but when the a;'s and y*B are the zeros and infinities of an 
automorphic function (p. 70 of the former paper) the integers n, can 
be chosen so that the multipliers become 

exp [2wp7ri] or unity. 

Hence any automorphic function can be expressed as a product of 
prime-functions in the form 

1 n (Z, Xr) 



3. On certain Sub-groups of the Symmetrical Group, 

If to the generating polygon of a symmetrical group be added the 
polygon into which it is transformed by one of the fundamental sub- 
stitutions, say Spy the new figure so formed is bounded by 4w— 2 
circles, 2n—l of which are the inverses of the other 2n — 1 with 
respect to Gp, and which will therefore serve as the generating 
polygon of a new symmetric group. Moreover this new group is 
clearly a sub-group of the original one. Thus, with the notation of 
§ 7 of my former paper, the fundamental substitutions of the new 
group are 

Si = Ci(7p, 2j = O2OP, 2» = GnGp, 

\i+i = Gi Gp, S2«+i = GnGpy 

S,»+p being the identical substitution. 

Now the substitutions of the original group are 

S, = G[G, (or G,G,) fif„ = G:,G, (or G^G^), 

so that ^i=S,Sp S^= SI, X,= SnSp, 

S«+i = of Op, S2n+1 = Sn Sp, 

It is also clear that the substitutions of the original group are all 
given without repetition by the forms S and S/Sp, where 2 represents 
the totality of the substitutions of the original group. 
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Using now accents to distingaish f anctions formed with the sub- 
stitntions of the sub-group, it follows that 

-4-1 

1 1 11 






= e'(z,«,)+«C(«, s,»,), 

and 8 {z, J.) = e {z, «,) -fl («, 8,z^) 

= ff (z, z,)-e- (z, 8,s,z,)+e' (z, 8^z,)-e' (z, iS,«o) 



= e'(z,r,)-6'(z,r^,,.0; 



while o(«,/p) = ^ («,/;). 

Hence for the sub-group n linearly independent 6' (z, J') functions 
are identical with the r» 0-f anctions of the original group ; and this 
will involve certain simple relations between the corresponding 
quasi- periods of the 0' functions. 

If now the original group is also fuchsian, so also is the sub-group. 
Suppose then that 

is an unchanged function for the sub-group, that takes every value 
twice in its generating polygon. Then 

f(z)+f(8,z) and f(z)f(8,>>) 

are unchanged functions for the original group, which take every 
value twice in its generating polygon, and therefore, x being the 
already used function for the original group, x is the root of a quad- 
ratic equation whose roots are linear in » ; or .u is a rational function 
of the second degree of x\ 

These considerations may be applied to a particular case of some 
interest, as follows. Suppose that for a symmetric fuchsian group 
derived from two fundamental substitutions (and leading therefore to 
hyperelliptic integrals of the first order), the three circles Oq, Oi, (7, 
are symmetrical with respect to a fourth circle 0, which must there- 
fore cut one of them, say Oj, at right angles. The group is then a 
sub-group of that formed by an even number of inversions at the 
circles 0, Oq, and (7i, and the two fundamental substitutions of this 

^up being one hyperbolic and the other elliptic (of period two), the 
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corresponding algebraic equation is of deficiency 1, and the corre- 
sponding integrals elliptic. Hence the hyperelliptic integrals to 
which the group in question leads, are those which can be formed by 
a quadratic substitution from elliptic integrals. But these are of 
known form, and hence in this particular case a definite relation is 
obtained, without further calculation, between the nature of the 
group and the nature of the algebraic equation to which it leads. 
As a further verification, it may be very easily shown in this case, 
from the relation 

proved on the last page, that 

which relation between the periods of the hyperelliptic integral 
involves the possibility of expressing it in terms of elliptic integrals 
by a quadratic substitution. 



Note on Approximate JEvolutioii. By H. W. Lloyd Tanner, 
M.A., F.R.A.S. Received June 6th, 1892. Read June 
9th, 1892. 

In a paper published in the Proceedings of the Society ( Yol. xviii., 
pp. 171-178), Professor Hill has pointed out that the rule 
(Todhunter's Algebra^ Art. 246) for contracting the process of 
finding the square and cube roots of a number, is incorrect in some 
cases. It is desirable to have a practical test for distinguishing the 
cases in which the rule is available from those in which it fails. 
Such a test is obtained by a slight modification of Todhunter's 
discussion (loc.cit), which enables us also to state two limits between 
which the required root must lie. 

Square Boot. 

It is convenient to take the decimal point in N, the number whose 
square root is to be found, so that the integral part of \/N ma^ 
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sist of 2w-f 1 figures. Of these the first n + 1 are supposed to have 
been found, giving an approximate value, a, of the root. If z be the 
rest of the root, we have 

and, putting gf = ( JV* — a*) / 2a, 





q = x 


-i- 


Hence, providing that S > 


It* 

2a' 




«+^ > 


q >x; 


or, what is the same 


) thing, 






q > aj > g — ^. 


Now, from the meanings of a, ar. 






a ^ W\ 


« < 10- ; 


therefore 


i< 


1 
2 ' 


and we may take J 


Bs a value of ^. 


It follov 




q>x > 5-|. 



Hence it is clear that, if q and gr— ^ have the same integral part, 
this is also the integral part of x. If, on the other hand, there be an 
integer between q and q—^, it is the nearest integer to «, but the 
integral part of x is not determined. 

Since q > x, q^/2a > x^/2a. We may therefore take ^ = q^/2a, a 
value which will usually, but not always, be less than the value 
assigned above. Hence 

The limits for y/N thus obtained, 

a + q > »/N > a + g— ■?-■, 
2a 

are the first two, or three, terms of the expansion of (a'-f 2ag)*. 



Ouhe Root. 

Suppose l/N to have 2n-f 2 figures in its integral part, of which 
-f 2 have been determined, giving an approximate value a of the 
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root. Then, writing q for (^— a')/3a*, and putting 

we have 

therefore 

if 

Now 
therefore 



so that we may take 

Hence, if the decimal part of q be less than 'lOOS, we cannot tell 
the integral part of x, but the nearest integer to x is known, being 
the integral part of q. 

If the decimal part of q lie between '6003 and .'5 we cannot tell the 
nearest integer to x, but the integral part of x is the same as the 
integral part of q. 

In all other cases we can tell both the greatest integer in x and its 
nearest integer. 

The limits found for ^Ny viz. a + q and a + q — B, become respec- 
tively the first two and the first three terms of the expansion of 
(a*-f3gra*)* by the binomial theorem, if q^/a be put f or ^. This is a 
proper value for B ; for, since 

q > x + x^/a 
a ^3a' 





'—t<'< 




q > X > q — E, 




a 3a' 


t 


»>10'»+', a!<10»; 


a 


a^ 1 1 1 
^ 3a» 10 ^ 3 10»*» 




< 1 + 1 1 
10^ 3 'lO" 




S = -lOOS. 
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A Proof of the Exactness of 0ayley*8 Number of Seminvariants of 
a given Type. By E. B. Elliott. Received and read June 
9th, 1892. 

1. The general gradient, or rational integral homogeneous isobaric 
function, of order t and weight to in the n quantities ag, 04, a„ ... a^, 
is a sum of arbitrary multiples of (w ; i, n) products, where {w; i, n) 
denotes the number of partitions of w into i or fewer numbers, none 
exceeding n. 

Let us use the common notation O for the differential operator 

d . r> d . n d . , d 

% J- +2ai -— +3a3 - + ... +7ia„_i-— . 

(tay^ aa^ aa^ aan 

The result of operating with Q on our supposed gradient of type 
w, i, n is a gradient of type w — l,i,n, i.e., a sum of multiples of all 
or some of (w— 1 ; i, n) products. The vanishing of this, in case all 
the (w—l; if n) products occur, and have linearly independent 
coefficients, requires the satisfaction of (t&—- 1 ; t, n) conditions in the 
coefficients of the original gradient. In such a case then the nnmber 
of linearly independent seminvariants — ^gradients annihilated by O — 
of type «?, % n is the difference {w ; i, ») — («;— 1 ; % n). 

Should this difference be negative, the (w— 1 ; i, n) coefficients in 
the derived gradient of type w—l, i, » cannot of course be all inde- 
pendent, being definite linear functions of a smaller number of 
original coefficients. If, however, the difference is zero or positive, 
it is not a 'priori clear whether all must be independent or not. Were 
there r linear relations connecting them, the number of linearly- 
independent seminvariants of type w, i, n would be 

{w ; if n) — {w—l ; t, ») +r, 

provided this be zero or positive, and not {w ; i, n) ■—(«?— 1 ; i, n), 

The well-known facts are that, if in < 2«>, the number of linearly 
independent seminvariants of type w, i, n is exactly 

(w\ i, w)-(w;-l; t, n), 

and that if on the other hand in < 2«&, there are no seminvariants of 
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the type. These facts, stated much earlier by Cayley, were first 
demonstrated by Sylvester (Phil. Mag., 1878), whose proof is reprinted 
in revised form in his '* Lectures on Beciprocants " (American Journal, 
Vol. IX., Lecture 11). 

Sylvester has also shown in the course of a second proof (Lecture 
27) that, when in — 2w = — 1 in the general gradient of type w, i, », 
no linear relation connects the coefficients in 12^, so that in this case 
also, as well as when m— 2w <{: 0, the number (w ; i, n)—(w — l ; i, n) 
of seminvariants is exact. There is no inconsistency with the general 
result in this, for the case is one in which (w ; i, n) = (w—1; i, n). 

In the present paper, no attempt is made to improve on Sylvester's 
proof of the part of the theorem which asserts that when 
in—2w< there are no seminvariants of type w, i, n\ nor is his 
quite simple demonstration of the fact reproduced. What is aimed 
at is so to use his fundamental lemmas as to obtain the other part of 
the theorem with no less facility, and thus to obviate the profound 
piece of reasoning by which he has established it. 

In fact, that, if in^2w ^ (or indeed < — 1), the number of 
seminvariants of type w, i, n is precisely (w \ t, n) — (t<;—l ; ^, n), 
must follow if it can be shown that, when in^2w < — 1, the result 
of operating with 12 on the most general gradient of type w, i, n is 
the production of the most general gradient of type t(?— 1, t, w; and 
this must be the case if every gradient of type w~-\ % n, and in 
particular every separate product of that type, can be obtained by 
operating with O on some gradient or other of type w, i, n. Now 
that this is so will be found immediately to underlie Sylvester's 
lemmas. 

For convenience, I will use t^; -f 1 instead of w, 

2. Besides 12 take, as usual, the companion operator 
= nai-— -\-(n—l) a^—- -^(nS) a^-— +...+«,» 



da^ dai da^ dan.i 

its designation being Sylvester's. 

What will be proved is that u, any gradient of type w, i, n, is the 
result of operating with 12 on the gradient of type te? + 1, i, n, 



i. ( 0^O+ 0»12« 



2.3A(ri-\-l)(rj + 2)(Ti+S) 
where 17 denotes m— 2t^, and is supposed positive. 



0*12«+...]w, 

Google 
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Corresponding to the characteristics i, w^ ri in w, we have i, to— 1, 
i|-f 2 in Ott, and t, «? + l, i; — 2 in Ou, and consequently t, lo— r+«— ^, 
i| + 2 (r— «+0 in Q'O'Q^u. 

Now Cayley and Sylvester have both used the readily proved 
identity 

and Sylvester has based his method of dealing with the present 
question on the more general equivalence 

(00^-0^0)1* = r (i7-r-hl) O^'^u, 

which is obtained by noticing that 

(0'QOr-'-0'*'Q(y'"^) u = 0' (OO-OO) (y'"'u 

= 0* (i|-2r+2«+2) 0""^u 

= (i|-2r+2«+2)0'-^tt, 

and summing from « = to « = r— 1. 

Now take in succession 1, 2, 3, 4, ... for r, and operate, not always 
on Uf whose type is w, i, n, but in succession on u, ilu, C^u, t^u, ..., 
remembering that the 77 characteristics of these gradients are respec- 
tively 17, i;+2, >7+4, »7 + 6, .... We thus find 

(QO - on) u = riu, 

(00^-0^12) Qm = 2 (i;-hl) OOw, 

(120* - 0»D) il^u = 3 (17 + 2) OWw, 

<&c. &c. ; 

that is to say, 

Tju-\-OQiu = OtOUf 

2 (»7 + 1) OOm + 0*nV = OO'Om, 

3 (17 + 2) o'i:i'n -h owt* = aoww, 

&c. &c. 

After a time these equalities become mere identities of zeros, for 
O""*"^ M, at any rate, if no earlier i^u, vanishes, since its weight would 
be — 1, an impossibility for any gradient or rational integral func- 
tion. 
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The dednction is immediate, by addition of suitable multiples, 
alternately positive and negative, of the above equivalent pairs of 
gradieDts, that 

the series being continued till its terms vanish, as must be the case 
from the {w + 2)*^ onwards at any rate. 

Thus a gradient of type w + l, i, n, equal to H'^tt, where u is any 
gradient of type w^ i, w, has been found, provided vj or in—2w is posi- 
tive. As should be the case, there is failure to find any such gradient 
if ly be zero or negative. 

If, then, tn— 2m? > 0, O, operating on the most general gradient of 
type w-hl, i, n, can produce nothing less general than the most 
general gradient of type w, i, n. In this, replace w hj w^l, and we 
deduce that, if in—2w^ — 1, the result of operating with O on the 
most general gradient of type w, i, n is the most general gradient of 
type to ■— 1, 1, n. Consequently, if m — 2m; <t — I, the number of linearly 
independent seminvariants of order i, weight w, and extent n or less, 
is exactly {w; i, n) — (w—l; i, ?i)> a^^ ^o greater number. 



3. Our aim is now achieved ; but it may not be out of place to 
append a few remarks in connexion with the method and the 
theorem. 

It occurs, for instance, to consider what theorem replaces that of 
the determination of the form of O'^w when ly or m— 2m; is zero for «. 
The answer clearly is that 

" { ^- r-2 ^"^rk ^-rirsTi ^"•+- } 

annihilates u. Now we need not stop here, for CI can annihilate no 
gradient of weight m; + 1 for which in—2(w-^l) is negative, as is 
here the case. Consequently 

u being any gradient for which in— 2m; = 0. 
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If in—2w is negative (= — 1,'say), we are in like manner led to 
two theorems : that 



«{o+20^^«+i 



0W+... 



2(i7'-l) ^2.3(,7'-l)(„'-2) 

1 

2.3...VC'?'-l)('?'-2)...l 



"+^. — ;. , \... ^. , ao'^'']u 



2.3...iy (i?—l)(v-2) ... 1 



and that 

rh'+in"'— 

l('7'+2) 



o i C'+^O''- , , ^ ^^ cK+'n-^+i 



1 



1.2(i/+2)(V+3) 



Q,'+8j2n'+2 



-... |«=0. 



Of these two the first has apparently trifling interest. The second 
tells ns that il annihilates a gradient for which tn—2tv is negative, 
which most accordingly itself vanish. Thus 

l.(„'+2)'^ ^1.2(,,' + 2)(V + 3)'^ 

is an annihilator of any gradient t* for which in^2w' (= — iy') is 
negative. 

4. Returning to the case of i? > 0, other expressions for 0*'«, not in 
general terminating, and consequently probably of little use, may be 
written down. For instance, since 

n + OClz=nO, 

riOQ+(ony = 00. on, 

ri (00)' + (OQ)» = nO(012)«, 
&c., <&c., 

the operation being always on u, we get 

,,M = 120 J 1- - OOH- i(012y L(00)»+... I u, 

the remainder after the r^ term on the right being 

(-i)'^(oor. 
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Should u then be such that for any value of r this vanishes, we 
should have the expression for i2"^«, 

V y V V V J 

6. The application of § 2 obtained, by putting 
a„ =aoaj'» + nh^oT-' -h "" ^^"^^^ h,x''--^+ ... + K = v, say, 

a... = a,«^~--f (n-1) h^af^-^^ ^^Z^^^^'^^ ,.-+...+6..= i|^ 

a„..= ao.- + (n-2)M"-'+... + &«.. = ;^^ 



^ =^oX+\ -n(n-l)...2 5^' 

- _ 1 ^ 

""^ "''^ ""n(n-.l)...2.1 d^' 

deserves to be more widely appreciated than is perhaps the case. 
With this substitution, we have 



and 



o-. = |-. 



and our conclusion, involved in the Cayley- Sylvester theorem itself, 
and not brought to light only by the present method, is that, if u be 
any product, of degree w in x, of i functions chosen from among v, a 
quantic in x of degree n, and its successive differential coefficients, or 
any linear function of such products, then, provided in-2w > 0, 

fudxiaA rational integral function of v, -^ , ... t— > with the addi- 
dx dx*" 

tion of an arbitrary constant. It is, of course, clear that I u dx can 

be expressed in terms of v and its derived functions, but it is a fa'«* 
hard to prove from first principles that it can be expressed integr 
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in terms of them. We shoal d expect a negative power of a^ or 

-— to occur as a factor of the integral, and we have indirectly the 

conclusion that, were (tt^H-l ; i, n) < {w; i, n), such must in fact be 
the case. A succession of integrations by parts of conrse gives snch 
a form. Thus, returning to the O notation, 



% 2al \2aJ / 



2 .8 4 

a, 2al^2.Sal 2.3.K ^ ' 

a series which must terminate. 

6. Provided in —210 > 0, we have found an expression for Q'^u 
rational and integral in o^, a^, a^, ... a„, though it is not for a moment 
asserted that, knowing the fact that there is such an expression, 
there is no easier method for us to obtain the expression than by nse 
of the formula. When in—2w Jt> 0, we can nse our knowledge to be 

sure that there is an expression for Q'^u or ludx which has a^^ for 

a factor to a much lower power than that obtained by the integra- 
tion-by-parts formula of the end of the last article, viz., to the r^ 

power, where r is 1 or the number next greater than — , according 

n 

as m— 2i«; = or — 1|'. For, on this supposition, we see that 

has n or m—Ti\ in the one case or the other, for its i| characteristic, 
which is accordingly positive. Whence O"^ (aj«*) is rational and 
integral (= t?, say), and consequently 

12 *W = V, 

[Note. September 9th, 1892. — Since communicating this paper I 
have noticed that the identity of § 2 may be given the more elegant 
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Applications of a Theory of Permutations in Circular Procession 
to the Theory of Numbers. By Major P. A. MacMahon. 
Received, and read, Thursday, May 12th, 1892. 

1. In the Comptes R^nduaot the French Academy, 11th April, 1892, 
there appeared a note by M. E. Jablonshi, presented by M. 0. Jordan, 
on the subject of permutations in circular procession. 

Also, in the Appendix to his " Theorie des Nombres," t. 1, M. E. 
Lucas gives a short investigatiou, which he attributes to M. Moreau. 

Both investigators reach the same result, which, in a slightly 
different notation, may be stated as follows : — 

Let there be n things, of whicli a are of one kind, /3 of a second, 
y of a third, and so forth, 

o+iSH-y-h... =n; 

let ^be the greatest common factor of the nnmbers a, /3, y, ..., and 
write ^ 

a p y 

further, let LP (a, /3, y, ...) 

and 0P(a,/3, y, ...) 

denote respectively the numbers of permutations of the n things in 
linear and in circular procession, so that 

£P(a,/3,y,..0= ^,^;^y; , 

and (7P(a, /3, y ...) 

is the number whose expression is sought. 

If d be any divisor of JV^, including N itself and unity, and <p {d) the 
totient of d (Sylvester's nomenclature for the numbers of integers 
prime to and not superior to d)j the result is 

nGP{Na\Nfi\Ny\..,) = ^<l>(d)LP[^a\ ^ fY, ^y', ...), 
VOL. xxiir.— NO. 449. x 
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otherwise written 

(1)! 



nCP{Na', NI3', Ny',...) = S^(d) 



{f"-)!(f^)!(f^')!- 



This theorem iavolves resalts of interest and importance in the pare 
theory of nambers. 

If n 1)6 prime, N is nnity, and 

ngP(a,/3.y,...) = ^,^;^, . 

and this is also trae whenever, n being composite, a, /3, y, ... possess 
no common factor greater than unity. Hence 

Theorem, — The multinomial coefficient 

n! 



a\p\ y\ ... 



is divisible by n, provided that the numbers a, /J, y, ... constitute a 
prime assemblage. 

The usual statement and proof in treatises is in reference to the 
divisibility by n, when n is prime, of every coefficient of the multi- 
nomial expansion except those attached to powers of single letters. 
The theorem above is more general and shows the nature of the 
quotient. 

Next suppose ^ = n = a = Na ; 

we find nCP (n) = 2^ W, 

and manifestly CP (w) = 1 ; 

therefore 2 {d) = w, 

where d is any divisor of n, including n itself and unity ; the well- 
known theorem due to Gauss. 

The complete theorem may be viewed as a generalization of that of 
Gauss. Tlie expression 

20 (d) lii 

(f")!(f'")!(f^1!- 

gives, for every partition of n, a linear function of the totients of the 
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divisors of n which is divisible by ». Moreover the quotient is 

GF (Na, N(i\ Ni\ ...). 
It may be noted that, when ^ is a prime, 



(f)! 



and then (a'/3'y' ...) is any partition of ~ . 

2. The next problem is with reference to the permutations of p 
different objects, n at a time, when repetitions of objects are per- 
missible. 

The number of line permutations may be denoted by JBLP (2?, »), 
ancj the number of circular permutations by RGB (p, n). 

The value of BLP (p, n) is known to be p". 

In a circular permutation there are n objects which may be all 
similar, or they may be of one, two, &c p different kinds. 

A permutation which involves a^ objects of one kind, Oi of a second, 
a, of a third, &c,, may be said to be of type 

(aiQj ... aj, 
where ai + a,+ ...+ap = n, 

and 1, 2, ... or p — 1 of the quantities a may be zero. 

In order to place in evidence the existence of equalities amongst 
the quantities a, it is convenient to consider the general type 

(ara-n-...), 
where «f 1 + *:a + '^'s + • • • =F> 

and «fiai-ff2«2 + '^*s«8+-- ==^- 

We have to find the number of different combinations of objects 
which come under a given type. 

Were the type (a„ Oj, ... a,), with the quantities a all different, the 
number of different combinations would be clearly jj!. 

Hence, for the general type, the number of different combinations 
of the objects must be 



k,\k,\k,\ 
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Ex. ffr,f if a permntation involves n— 2 objects of one kind, one of a 
second, and one of a third, the type is 

(n-2, l«,0'-'), 

and the number of different combinations of this type is 



l!a!(p-3)! 

Denote by OP (a[', o^, oJ% ...) the nnmber of drcular permutations 
of a set of objects of the type 

«a;"a;-...); 

then BOP (p, n) = S , f , OP (a'' a',' a'; ...). 

^1 * '^S '^s * * * 

But «oPK«ra:-...) = 5^(i)ip{(-5-)"(f-)''(-j)"...], 

by the previous theorem, d denoting a divisor of the highest common 
factor of the numbers a. 

We can now express BCP (p, n) as a linear function of the ex- 
pressions LP. We find that the coefficient of — ^ (d) is 

and this series is manifestly the value of 

ELp{p,^), 
arrived at by summation in regard to types. Hence 
BOP (p. n) = is^ (<i) BLP {p.^). 

or BOP (p, n) = -i 20 (d) p"'*, 

n 

the summation having reference to every divisor d of the number n. 

Theorem. — The number of circular permutations of p different 
objects n together, repetitions permissible, is equal to 
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where (d) represents the totient of i, and the sammation is for all 
divisors d of the nnmber n. 

We have here another extension of G-aas8*s theorem concerning 
totients. Corresponding to every integer p, we have a linear f nnction 
of the number <A (i), d a divisor of n, which is divisible by n, and the 
theorem shows the nature of the quotient. 

Theorem. — If n and p be any positive integers, and d a divisor of 

«, the sum %^(d)p-'* = Omodn, . 

and the quotient is equal to the number of circular permutations of 
p different things n together, repetitions permitted. 

Gauss's theorem is given by p equal to unity. 

The theorem is also a generalization of Format's theorem concern- 
ing the divisibility of p**^ — 1 by w, when ti is a prime and p prime 
to n. 

For, since S ^ {d) p"'** = mod », 

if n be prime, p"+ (»— 1) p = mod n, 

or p""*— 1 = mod », 

if p be prime to n, and 

i- 0,-'- 1) = i 2J(7P (p, n) - ] , 
n p 

showing the connexion between the quotient in Format's theorem and 
the number RGP (p, n). 

The usual extension of Fermat's theorem asserts the congruence 

when p is prime to N, 

To dednce this from the general formula, suppose JV" to involve the 
prime m to the power fi, and put 

Consider the permutations in circular procession of p*^^^ objects wi'* 
together, repetitions allowed. 

By the formula established above 

= l)*^^>"*'*+(m~l)2J*(^)~'*"' + ... + (»/i''-m'-0p*(^'> 

^p,iy)n.-'' ^p,iX'm-)^l^ _^^^,(N')m--' [^*(^'-'*-'^-l] +...4.wiV^'"M 
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or BCP {/'*">, rrf} 

4*1. ^ '' TTL* ^ -' 






where tlie number of terms on the dexter is fi + 1. 

GKving /I successive integer values, we establish -the congruence 
2>*t^— 1 = mod m^ 
and thence ^* ^^ — 1 = mod N. 

To find the quotient of j?*^^— 1 by W*, write 

so that R^ = P+P^i+P'»^,+ ...+P'»'*"'^^, 

and hence , ^^ = P-***"^ (E^~2?^.i), 

OP J_[jy*UV)_l| 

Let now N = m^* m^- . . . m'**, 

then ^ ^P ^ ^ =^Mi^/^-»^iUo 

leading to ^ ^ ^ = (5^,5^, ... 3^y" Jf-'-')", 

giving the complete quotient. 

Hx. gr., N =15, 7»i = 3, w, = 5, /u, = /i, = 1, » = 2, 
5;.. = ir.CP (4, 5)-l = ^V (4' + 40-l = 51, 
^M. = tVSCP(16, 3)-1 = Jj (lG» + 2. 16)-1 = 85 ; 
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therefore (^/ti^Ma)* N'^ = v^^T ^85 -y-- = 17, 

V 15 
which is right. 

3. To extend Ferraat's theorem in another direction, expand the 
right-hand side of the formala 

• nBaP(jp,n) = S0Wjp"^ 

according to powers of the prime factors of n. 

It is convenient to adopt a symbolic notation by which 

pia] jpZ p[e] ^^ _»-^[a6c...] __ abc...-l^ 

As a simple case, put n = miin^m^j and we have 

pfn.n,^, -f (mi — 1 ) p"*»"*' + (wig— 1) p*"^"*- H- (wg— 1 ) jj-'*"- 
+ K-l)(rw,-l)2>"»'-h(m,-l)(m3-l)2)-' + (w3-l)(mi-l)p-- 
+ (wi— l)(m3— l)(mj— l)p = mod WjmjWj;' 
J9 being prime to n, a rearrangement gives 

(pf»i] — 1) (^^^"•J—l) (^c»"»3— 1) 
+wii (/•^i~l)(pt'»*3-l) + m, (/"'•! - IX/'^^ -1) 

-f mjw, (/"*»i~l) -f Wami (p^^-^ - 1) +m,m, (p^'^^^-l) 
-\-m^mim^^O mod m^m^m^. 

Now, by Fermat's theorem, 

|;^i:"'i]—l = mod «?,, 

and, taking w the product of two primes, a formula similar to the 
above shows the coDgrnence 

(^cm.i_i)(^M_2) _ mod m^m^. 

Hence the congruence 

(pC«».J_i)(pC«'r._i)(^i"..i_l) = mod m,vi^m.„ 

which is equivalent to 

_|_yu-i4-p»'»-i_|_y".-i-l = mod rui'in^in^. 
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To generalize this congrttence write 

*, K*'"^ - '^r*) = /*"!'"'] (2,M~1) ... ^[<*"'] (j,[«»J-l), 

according to the law of the totient formula 

f (mf^'m^;' ... mj^) = mj**-^ (m,-!) mj**"^ (m,^l) ... m;^'-^ (m.-l). 

The above-estahlished congruence is then written 
Oj, (7?iini,in,) ^ mod nt^mim,. 
We can establish the congruence 

*p (w-C* mj^ ... wj**) = mod mj*^ mj^ ... mj*% 
|} being prime to m^* tw^ ... mj^. 

If m^^ m^ „. rnl' and m[^m^ ,.,m^* be conjugate divisors of 
mj*^ mj^ ... mj^', we may write 

where 

therefore S^ (m^^ wi,"^ ... w^Of'"'"^' *"«* '" *"''•' = mod n. 
On the left-hand side, expansion of 

shows that the whole coefficient of m^^ m^^ ... m^' is 
\mh fnh ... mM fm^i-^ fw^ ... iw^'l \m^ m^s"^ ... m^'l 

pL 1 2 «J — pL 1 2 «J — ^«L 1 2 »J — ... 

+^*- 1 a « J-l-pL 1 a 3 • J-f ... 

which is 

tliatis, *,(wj'm*»... wf'). 
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Hence Sm^^ mj'» ... m*'^^ (m*i mj« ... wf') = mod n ; 

or, more bi'iefl j, 



2d^p(^) =0 mod w, 



which is simply another form of the congruence 
S^0i)2?"''' = modri. 

The congruence Si^p(^]=0 mod n 

may be written ^p (n) + S'cZ^, f -— j = mod n, 

wherein the summation sign 2' has reference to every divisor of n 
excluding unity. 

Assuming the truth of the coDgruence 

for every divisor d of » which exceeds unity, manifestly 
2'd*,(-^)=0modn, 

and hence ^p (n) ^ mod n ; 

therefore by induction universally 

^p (») = mod n ; 

or, otherwise, ^p (m{^* 7n^ ... mj**) = mod m^^ m^ ... m^' ; 

and, since ^p (mf'm^ ... m'^') contains a factor -p-«7(mif»3...m.)-l^ ^3 

have finally 

^1 --y/Km^ ... »»,) ^^ (^jti ^M2 ^M.^ = mod mf> m^ ... m^' . 

^a;. grr., Take n^mlm^, 

pi-fm* (p[m/]_^L«..']) (pM-.!) = mod m^m^, 
or y **"^' (p"»»""»»-^— ^'"»"-*— jp"*»'*"«"*-|-p"*^*"^) ^ mod mi ttij, 
or 2>'"'' '"' ■ "**' — !>"*'' ■ "**' — P'"*' '"'""''' + 1 = mod »wf m^ . 
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The following presents to the Library were received during tlie 
recess : — 

" Imperial University of Japan," the Calendars for 1890-91, and 1891-92. 

" Proceedings of the Royal Society," Vol. l., No. 307 ; Vol. li., 308-313. 

"Journal of the Institute of Actuaries,*' Vol. xxx., Pt. ii., No. 166 ; July, 1892. 

" Beibl&tter zu den Annalen der Physik und Chemie," Band xvi., Stucke 6, 
7, 8, 9. 

*' Sitzungsberichte der Physikalisch-Medicinischen Societftt in Erlangen," 24 
Heft; 1892. 

" Royal Irish Academy — Proceedings/' Vol. n., No. 2; "Transactions," Vol. 
xxxx., Parts 18, 19. 

" Atti del Reale Institute Veneto di Scienze, Letters, ed Arti," Tomo xxxviii., 
Serie 7, Tomo ii., Dispensa 10, and Tomo l., Serie 7, Tomo in., Dispense l^ 2, 
and 3. 

" Jahrbuch iiber die Fortschritte der Mathematik," Band xxi., Heft 2 ; 1892. 

" Berichte iiber die Verhandlungen der Kdniglich Sachsischen Gesellschaft der 
Wissenschaften zu Leipzig," 1892, i. and ii. 

" Archives Neerlandai^e8 des Sciences Exactes et Naturelles," Tome xxv., 6™® 
Livraison, et Tome xxvi., I" and 2"® Livraisons. 

" Jornal de Sciencias Muthematicas e Astronomicas," Vol. x.. No. 6. 

" Rendiconti del Circolo Matematico di Palermo," Tomo vi., Fasc. 3, 4. 

"Bulletin des Sciences Mathematiques," Tome xvi., Mai-Sep., 1892; and 
" Table des Mati^res et Noms d'Auteurs." 

" Bulletin de la Societe Mathematique de France," Tome xx., Nos. 3, 4. 

" New York Mathematical Society," Vol. i., Nos. 9, 10 ; 1892. 

"New York Mathematical Society— List of Members, Constitution, and Bye- 
Lawsj" June, 1892. 

" Transactions of the Canadian Institute," Vol. ii.. Part ii.. No. 4 ; Toronto. 

"Annual Archaeological Report of Canadian Institute" (Session 1891); 
Toronto. 

"Journal of the College of Science, Imperial University, Japan," Vol. v.. 
Parts 1 and 2; 1892. 

" Sitzungsberichte der KOniglich-Preussischen Akademie der Wissenschaften 
zu Berlin," 1892, i-2o. 

"Atti della Reale Accademia dei Lincei— Rendiconti," Vol. i., Fasc. 9-12, 
1 Semestre ; Fasc. 1-5, 2 Semestre. 

" Rendiconto dell' Adunanza Solenne del 5 Guigno, 1892, onorata della Presenza 
di S. M. il Re,»' Roma, 1892. 

* * Acta Mathematica,' * x vi . , 1 -3 . 

"Annals of Mathematics," Vol. vi.. No. 6; May, 1892. 

" Annales de la Faculte des Sciences de Toulouse," Tome vi., Fasc. 2; Paris, 
1892. 

" Annali di Matematica," Tomo xx., Fasc. 1 ; Milano, 1892. 

"Annales de I'Ecole Polylechnique de Delft," Tome vii,, Livr. 2, 3; Leide, 
1892. 

" Rendiconti dell' Accademia delle Scienze Fisiche o Matematiche di Napoli," 
^ol. VI., Serie 6, Fasc. 6 ; 1892. 
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*' Joomal fflr die reine und angewandte Mathematik," Band ex., Heft 1, 2. 

" Educational Times," July-October, 1892. 

** Vierteljahrsohrift der Naturforschenden Gesellschaft in Zurich," xxzvii., 
Heft 1, 2 ; 1892. 

D*Ocagne (M.). — " Sur la Confitruction de la Parabole Osculatrice en nn point 
d'une Gourbe donnee ;*' ''Sur la Correlation entre lea Syst^mes de Goordonnees 
ponctuelles et les Systdmes de Coordonnees tangentielles ; " '* Sur une Courbo 
d^finie par la Loi de sa Rectification;" ** Determination du Rayon de Courbure en 
Coordonnees parall^s ponctuelles :" 8yo pamphlets. ** Sur P Application des 
Coordonnees FaraU^les k la Demonstration d*un Theor^me de Chasles relatif aux 
Surfaces Algebriques ;" '* Sur la Liaison entre les Expressions da Rayon de 
Courbure en Coordonnees Ponctuelles et en Coordonnees Tangentielles :" pamphlets 
R. 8vo. 

Lemoine (Emile). — '* Trois Th^or^mes sur la Geometrie du Triangle;" 4to 
pamphlet. "Sur une Transformation relative h la Geom6trie du Triangle;" 
"Sur les Transformations systematiques des Formules relatives au Triangle — 
Transformation Continue ;" " Etude sur une nouvelle Transformation dite Trans- 
formation Continue :" 8vo pamphlets. 

^'Papers of the Mathematical Tripos," May, 1892. 

Marchand (Joseph). — " Sur la Rectification des Arcs des Courbes dites Lima90ns 
de Pascal," 8vo pamphlet. 

Graf (Dr. J. H.)— "Das Leben nnd "Wirken des Physikers und Astronomen 
Johann Jakob Huber (1733-1798)," 8vo; Bern, 1892. 

Fleming (S.). — "An Appeal to the Canadian Institute on the Rectification of 
Parliament," R. 8vo; Toronto, 1892. 

" Report of the Superintendent of the TJ. S. Naval Observatory, for the year 
ending June 30, 1891 ;" Washington, 1891. 

Merriman (M.). — " Final Formulas for the Algebraic Solution of Quartic Equa- 
tions," pamphlet, 8vo ; New York, 1892. 

" Bollettino delle Pubblicazione Italiane," Nos. 156-162. 

Haukel (W. G.), and Lindenberg (H.). — " Elektrische XJntersuchungen;" 
pamphlet. 

Bocher (Maxime). — "On some Applications of Bessel's Functions with Pure 
Imaginary Index,*' 4to pamphlet. 

"Temi di Premio, proclamati dal Reale Institute Yeneto, nella solenne 
adunanza del 29 Maggio, 1892 ;'* Yenezia, 1892. 

" The Btsnefactora of the Toronto University," 8vo; Toronto, 1892. 

" Smithsonian Report," 1887-1890, 8vo ; Washington. 

Greenhill (A. G.). — " Applications of Elliptic Functions," 8vo; London, 1892. 

Nixon (R. C. J.).— "Elementary Plane Trigonometry," 8vo ; Oxford, 1892. 

Miller (W.J. C.).—" Mathematical Questions and Solutions," Yol. Lvu., 8vo; 
London, 1892. 

Schwarz (H. A.).— "Mathematische Abhandlungen," 2 Yols., R. 8vo ; Berlin, 
1890. 
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The following is the list of matliemafcical books bequeathed by the 
late Dr. Thomas Archer Hirst, F.R.S., &c., to the President and 
Council, for the time being, of the Society* : — 

Steiner, J.—" Geometrische Gestalten." Berlin, 1832. 

Zeathen, H. G. — *' Grundrifla einer Elementar - Geometrischen Kegel- 
Bcbnittslehre." Leipzig, 1882. 

Geiser, 0. F.— " Synthetische Geometrie." Leipzig, 1869. 

Weber, H. — ** Bernhard Biemann's Mathematische Werke." Leipzig, 1876. 

Burg, A. — " Compendium der hoheren Matheraatik." Vienna, 1836. 

Lobatschewsky, N. I.—" Theorie des Parall^les." Paris, 1866. 

Staudt, K. G. C— " Geometrie der Lage." Niimberg, 1847. 

Mobiufl, A. F.— " Barycentrische Calcul.*' Leipzig, 1827. 

Cremona, Dr. L. — ** Geometrische Theorie der Ebenen Curven, von Maximilian 
Cortze." Greisswald, 1866. 

Minding, F.— " Integraltafeln." Berlin, 1849. 
' Simpson, T. — "Essays on Mixed Mathematics." London, 1740. 

Simpson, T. — " Treatise on Fluxions." London, 1737. 

Todhunter, I.—** Spherical Trigonometry." Cambridge, 1859. 

Joachimsthal, F.—<* Geometrie Elementaire." Berlin, 1852. 

Boole, G.— " Differential Equations." London, 1865. 

Todhunter, I. — ** Mensuration for Beginners." London, 1869. 

Todhunter, I. — *' Algebra." Second edition. London, 186U. 

De Morgan, A. — ** Arithmetic." Fifth edition. London, 1846. 

Hayward, R. B.— " Solid Geometry." London, 1890. 

Boole, G. — ** Calculus of Finite Differences." London, 1860. 

Boole, G. — ** Differential Equations." Second edition. London, 1865. 
' Todhunter, I.—** Differential Calculus." Fourth edition. London, 1864. 

Todhunter, I. — ** Integral Calculus." Third edition. London, 1868. 

Todhunter, I. — "Theory of Equations." Second edition. London, 1867. 

Salmon, Dr. G.— " Conic Sections." • Fifth edition. London, 1869. 

Wright, R. P.—" Plane Geometry." London, 1868. 

Poinsot, L. — "Clemens de Statique." Ninth edition. Paris, 1848. 

Cremona. — ** Geometrical Memoirs." 1861-1870. 

Poinsot, M. — ** Theorie des Nombros." Paris, 1845. 

Newton, I. — "Principia." Vols, i., ii., in. 1760. 

Hiilsse, Dr. J. A. — ** Mathematische Tafeln." Leipzig, 1849. 

Schroter, Dr. H. — *» Theorie der Ebenen Kurven.'' Leipzig, 1888. 

Hesse, Dr. 0. — ** Analytische Geometrie des Kaumes." Leipzig, 1861. 

Caporali, E. — " Memorie di Geometria." Naples, 1888. 

Steiner, J. — " Synthetische Geometrie." Leipzig, 1867. ^. One volume 

Geiser, Dr. C. F.— '* Theorie der Kegelschnitte." Leipzig, 1807. i 

Jonquidres, E. de. — "Melanges de Geometric Pure." Paris, 1866. 

Poinsot, L. — " Rotation des Corps." Paris, 1852. 



* The list has been verified and the volumes placed in the Society's Library by 
Mr. Ralph Holmes, B.A. 



Digitized by 



Google 



Proceedings, 317 

Cremona, L.—" Corso di Statica grafica,'* 1868. 

Cremona, L. — ** Elementi di Geometria Projettiva." Kome, 1873. 

Cayley.— " Geometrical Memoirs." 1859-1871 . 

Cayley.—'* Quantics." 18o4-1874. 

Cremona and others. — " Geometrical Memoirs." Vols. i. and ii. 

Mannheim and others. — " Geometrical Memoirs." 

Poinsot and others. — " Mathematical Memoirs." Vols, i., ii., in., iv.J v., vi., vii. 

Gauss, C. F.— << Mathematical Treatises." 

Monge, G. — ** G^om^trie Descriptive." Par M. Brisson. Edition IV. Paris, 
1820. 

Halphen, G. H.— " Travanx Math^matiques." Paris, 1885. 

Gbiuss, 0. F. — " Becherches Arithm6tiques." Traduites par Poullet-Delisle. 
Paris, 1807. 

Knmmer, E. E.— " Strahlensysteme." Berlin, 1867. 

Jacohi, C. G. J.—" Functionum Ellipticamm." 1829. 

Cremona, L., and Beltrami, E. — ** Collectanea Mathematica." Naples, 1881. 

Carnot, L. N. M. — ** Memoire sur la th^orie des Trans versales." Paris, 1806. 

Chasles, M.— '« Histoire des Sciences." 1867-1809. 

Chasles, M. — ** Traite des Sections Coniques." Paris, 1866. 

Chasles, M.— " Traits de Geometric superieure." Paris, 1852. 

Chasles, M. — '* Traits de G^om6trie superieure." Second edition. Paris, 1880. 

Msbius, A. F. — ** Analytischen Spharik." 

Chasles, M.— " Porismes d'Euclide." Paris, 1860. 

Chasles, M.— "Geometrical Memoirs." 1853-1871. 

Chasles, M. — " Geometric Superieure." Paris, 1846. 

Chasles, M. — ** Cours d* Astronomic et de Geod^ie." Ecole Polytechnique, 1850. 

Chasles, M. — *• Cours de Machines." Ecole Polytechnique, 1848. 

Fiedler, Dr. "W. — " Geometrie der Lage." Leipzig, 1876. 

Steiner, J.—" Gesammelte Werke." Vols, i., ii. Berlin, 1881. 

Plucker, Dr. J. — " Analytisch-Geometrische Entwicklnngen. 1828. 

Pliicker, Dr. J. — " Geometrie des Raumes." Vols, i., ii. Leipzig, 1868. 

Plucker, Dr. J. — "Geometrie des Raumes." Diisseldorf, 1846. 

Pliicker, Dr. J. — ** Analytische Geometrie." Berlin, 1835. 

Plucker, Dr. J. — " Theorie der Algebraischen Curven." Bonn, 1839. 

SchrOter, Dr. H. — ** Theorie der Oberflachen zweiter Ordnung." Leipzig, 1880. 

Msbius. — ** tJber die Symmetrie der Krystalle." Leipzig, 1846-1865. 

Sturm, Dr. R.— ** Flachen dritter Ordnung." Leipzig, 1867. 

Joachimsthal, F. — " Elemente der Analytischen Geometrie." Berlin, 1863. 

Stegmann, Dr. P. L.— "Lehrbuch des Variationsrechnung." 1854. 

Hesse, Dr. Otto. — ** Analytischen Geometrie." Leipzig, 1865. 

Reye, Dr. T.—" Geometrie der Lage." Vols, i., ii., in. Hanover, 1866, 
1877, 1880. 

Bruhns, Dr. — " Manual of Logarithms." Leipz:g, 1870. 

** Proceedings of the London Mathematical Society." Vols, i.-xviii. 

** Mathematische Annalen." Vols, i.-xxxvii. 

** Crelle's Journal." Vols, xix., xxx., xxxii., xxxix., xliv.-cvii. 

Monge, G. — " Application de P Analyse a la Geometric." Fifth edition "" 
M. Liouville. Paris, 1850. 



Digitized by 



Google 



818 Proceedings. 

Jacobi, 0. G. J.-—** Mathematical Tfeatises." 

B&ltzer, Dr. R. — ** Theorie der Determinanten." Leipzig, 1857. 

Foinsot, M. — " Kecherches sur 1' Analj'se dea Sections Angalaires." Paris, 1825. 

Cayley. — "Collected Mathematical Papers." Vols, i., ii., in., iv. Cambridge. 

Lagrange. — *' Le9ons sur le Calcal des Fonctions." Paris, 1806. 

De Morgan. — *« Trigonometry and Double Algebra.*' London, 1849. 

Salmon. — ** Higher Plane Carres." Second edition. 

Salmon. — ** Lessons on Higher Algebra." Third edition. 

Salmon. — " Geometry of Three Dimensions." Third edition. 

Carnot, L. N. M.— " Geometric de Position." Paris, 1803. 

Schubert, Dr. H. — " Kalkul der Abzahlenden Geometric." Leipzig, 1879. 

Poncelet, J. V. — " Projections des Figures." Paris, 1822. 

Cremona, Dr. L. — " Teoria Geometrica." Bologna, 1862. 

Dupin, Ch. — " Developpements de G4om6trie." Paris, 1813. 

MacLaurin, C. — ** Q^ometria Organica." London, 1720. 

Lagrange, J. L. — ** M^canique Analytique." Vols, i., ii. Paris, 1815. 

Euler, L.— " Lineas Curvas." Geneva, 1744. 

Cramer, G. — " Lignes Courbes." Geneva, 1760. 

Chasles, M. — ** Aper9U Historique des Methodes en G^om^trie-" Paris, 1875. 

Chasles, M. — " Rapport sur les Progres de la Geometric." Paris, 1870. 
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INDEX OF PAPERS, &c. 

[^The tnark * indicates that the Paper has either been printed in eztenso, or an abstract 
of it given in the ** Proceeding sV"] 

Ball, W. W. Rouse, M.A. 

*A Newtonian Fragment relating to Centripetal Forces, pp. 226-231. 

Basset, A. B., M.A., F.R.S. 

•On Selective and Metallic Reflection, pp. 4-18. 

•On the Theory of Elastic "Wires, pp. 106-127. 

On Saint- Yenant*s Torsion of Prisms, p. IG3. 

On the Reflection and Refraction of Light from a Magnetized Transparent 
Medium, p. 274. 

BcRNSiDE, W., Prof., M.A. 

•On a Glass of Automorphic Futictions, pp. 49-88. 

♦On the Form of Hyper-elliptic Integrals of the First Order, which are 

Expressible as the Sum of Two Elliptic Integrals, pp. 173-185. 
♦Further Note on Automorphic Functions, pp. 281-295. 

Campbell, J. E., M.A. 

The Second Discriminant of the Ternary Quantic afu + y'v + z'w, p. 274. 

Gatley, Prof. A., F.R.S. 

•On Clifford's paper ** On Sy zygotic Relations among the Powers of Linear 

Quantics," pp. 99-104. 
♦On the Analytical Theory of the Congruency, pp. 185-188. 
•Note on the Skew Surfaces applicable upon a given Skew Surface, 
pp. 217-225. 

Culvbrwell, E. p., M.A. 

Note on the Inadmissibility of the usual reasoning by which it appears that 
the Limiting Value of the Ratio of two Infinite Functions is the same as 
the Ratio of their first Derived, with instances in which the result obtained 
by it is erroneous, p. 163. 
♦Researches in the Calculus of Variations— the Discrimination of Maxima and 
Minima Values of Single Integrals with any Number of Dependent 
Variables, and any C«)ntinuous Reatrictions on the Variables, the Limiting 
Values of the Variables being supposed given," pp. 241-265. 

Dixon, E. T. 

On the Logical Foundations of Applied Mathematical Science, p. 163. 

Elliott, E. B., M.A., F.R.S. 

•Notes on Dualistic Differential Transformations, pp. 188-202. 
•A Proof of the Exactness of Cay ley's Number of Seminvariants of a Given 
Type, pp. 298-304. 
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Ghiffiths, J., M.A. 

•Note on Finding the t?-poiiit8 of a Given Circle with respect to a Given 

Triangle of Reference, pp. 96-99. 
•Note on the Algebraic Theory of Elliptic Transformation, pp. 276-281. 

Hbn&ici, Prof. 0., F.R.S. 

•Description of a Model of Movable Hyperboloids of One Sheet, p. 273. 

Hill, Prof. M. J. M., Bc.D. 

•Note on the Motion of a Fluid Ellipsoid under its own Attraction, pp. 88-95. 

HoBSON, E. W., ScD. 

•The Harmonic Functions for the Elliptic Cone, pp. 231-240. 

Jbffery (the late), H. M., M.A., F.R.S. 

•On the Classification of Binodal Quartic Curves, pp. 18-48. 

LilCHLAN, R., M.A. 

Some Theorems relating to a System of Coaxal Circles, p. 157. 

Lailmor, a., M.A. 

•On the Contacts of Systems of Circles, pp. 135-157. 

Labmor, J., B.Sc, F.R.S. 

•The Equations of Propagation of Disturbances in Gjrrostatically Loaded 

Media, and of the Circular Polarization of Light, pp. 127-135. 
•The Simplest Specification of a given Optical Path, and the Observations 

required to determine it, pp. 165-173. 

MacMahon, Major P. A., R.A., F.R.S. 

•Applications of a Theory of Permutations in Circular Procession to the Theory 
of Numbers, pp. 305-313. 

Mathbws, Prof. G. B., M.A. 

Note on the Identity 4 (a;" -!)/(«- 1) « Y^^pZ^, p. 3. 

•Note on Dirichlet*s Formula for the Number of Classes of Binary Quadratic 
Forms for a Complex Determinant, pp. 159-162. 

MoBRiCE, Dr. G. G., M.A. 

^Second Note on a Quatemarv Group of 51840 Linear Substitutions^ 
pp. 218-217. 

Roberts, R. A., M.A. 

•On certain Quartic Curves of the Fourth Class, and the Porism of the 
Inscribed and Circumscribed Polygon, 202-211. 

Stoht, W. E., Ph.D. 

•On an Operator which produces all the Covariants and Invariants of any 
System of Quantics, pp. 265-272. 

Tanker, Prof. H. W. Lloyd, M.A. 

•Note on Approximate Evolution, pp. 295-297. 
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Acta Mathematica, 49, 61, 174. 
Album, Presents to, 164. 
Auditor, 1, 104. 
Authors cited : — 

Basset, Hydrodyn., 89, 90. 

Carll. 267. 

Chasles, Ap. Hist., 191. 

Clifford, Math. Papers, 99. 

Dirichlet, 159. 

Halphen, 232, 234. 

Heine, 231. 

Jacobi, 160. 

Jellett„ 257. 

Jordan, 253. 

Kelvin, Lord, 7. 

Lucas, E., 305. 

Maxwell, El. and Mag., 134. 

Sc. papers, 117, 166. 

Rayleigh, Lord, 8. 

Biemann, 91. 

Routh, Rigid Dyn., 254. 

Salmon, Higher Alg., 268. 

PI. Curves, 18, 19. 

Solid Geom., 137, 162. 

Todhunter, Alg., 295. 

Calc. of Variations, Hist. 



of, 267, 261. 

Int. Calc, 161. 



Basset, 3, 8, 107, 133. 

Berlin, Sitzungber., 162. 

Besant, Dr., 106. 

Bonnet, 217. 

Burkhardt, 215. 

Bumside, W., 84, 281. 

Cambridge Phil. Soc, Tians. of, 117, 

239. 
Casey, 135 et seq. 
Cayley, 49, 202, 217, 267, 268, 273, 

299. 
Clebsch, 124. 
Clifford, 99. 
Comptes Rendus, 305. 
Council, Election of, 3. 
Crelle, 90, 159, 162, 173, 267, 290. 
Culverwell, 242. 
Differentiant, 267. 
Dirichlet, 88, 94, 159. 
Du Bois, 132. 

Ecole Polytechnique, Journal de T, 217. 
Elliott, E. B., 194. 
Eisenlohr, 15. 
Faraday, 133. 
Fuchsine, 13. 

VOL. XXIH. 



Glazebrook, 6. 

Gottingen Naohrichten, 282. 

Greenhill, 273. 

Griffiths, J., 96, 276. 

Hall, 133. 

Harmonics, Elliptic Conal, Definition 

of, 231. 
Hart, Sir And., 137, 147. 
Helmholtz, 5, 133. 
Hertz, 133. 
Hilbert, 271. 
Hill, M.J. M.,* 295. 
Hirst, 164, 316. 
Uobson, 239. 
Jablonshi, 306. 
Jamin, 15. 
Jeflfery, 43. 

Journals subscribed for, 3. 
Kelvin, Lord, 6, 128. 
Kerr, 17. 

Klein, 49 et seq, 282, 289. 
K5nigsberger, 173. 
Kowalevski, 174. 
Kronecker, 157, 162. 
Kundt, 4, 17. 
Lachlan, 119, 146. 
Larmor, J., 18, 128, 132, 166, 172. 
Leudesdorf, 190. 
Library, Catalogue, 3. 
Presents to, 4, 105, 158, 163, 

164, 212, 226, 274, 314. 
Lindemann, 232. 
Lipschitz, 90. 
Love, 88. 
Magnus, 17. 
Mathematical Society Proceedings, 

References to, 8, 43, 84, 99, 107, 

128, 132, 166, 172, 190, 194, 202, 

203, 275, 295. 
Mathematics, American Journal of, 

299. 
Mathematics, Messenger of, 217, 273. 

Quarterly Journal of, 105. 

Mathematische Annalen, 60, 216, 271, 

290. 
Meeting, Annual, 1. 

General (see Papers read). 

Mehler, 231. 

I^Iembers, Admission of, 163, 225, 273. 

Election of, lU4, 167, 163, 

164, 211, 225. 
Members, Number of, 1. 
Foreign, Nomination of, 164- 
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Members, Foreign, Election of, 211. 

Moreau, 305. 

Morrice, 214. 

Neumann, 65, 13.3. 

Newton (references), 226. 

Obituary noticuM, 1, 104, 157, 164. 

Padova, 90. 

Papers read, 2, 3, 104, 167, 163, 212, 

225, 274. 
Philosophical Magazine, 6, 16, 17, 132, 

267, 299. 
Philosophical Transactions, 107, 117, 

133, 242. 
Plates (figures and tables), 25, 26, 32 

etseq., 81, 108, 139-146, 150-155. 
Pliicker, 18. 

Poggendorff*s Annalen, 4, 15, 17. 
Poincare, 49 et seq. 
Portsmouth Collection, 227. 
Primform, 289. 
Proceedings, Exchange of, 3. 
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